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Department  of  Public  iNsrsuonoN, 
Sjpringfidd,  lUs.j  Dec.  15, 1858. 

To  His  Excellency,  Wm.  H.  Bissell, 

Governor  of  Illinois  : 

Sm — In  pursuance  of  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith, 
the  second  biennial  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction; 
being  for  the  school  years  1857  and  1858,  together  with  the  abstractB 
and  documents  accompanying  the  same. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  POWELL, 
Superintendent  of  JFSMo  Instruction. 


OF   THE 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Bepabtmekt  of  Public  iKSTBUcnow^ 
Springfield^  December  15, 1858. 

To  His  Excellency^  Wm.  H.  BisseU: 

Sib — ^In  pursuance  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  "Act  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  system  of  Free  Schools,"  adopted  February  16, 1858, 1 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tlie  condition  of  the 
!Normal  and  Common  Schools  of  Illinois,  for  the  years  1857-8. 

A  general  statement  of  the  various  amounts  expended  in  the  State 
during  the  past  two  years  for  school  purposes,  embraces  the  following 
items,  to-wit:  • 

1857.  1858.  ToUL 

Amount  of  the  two  mill  tax  apportioned 

among  the  counties  bj  the  Auditor.*. ..     $660,000  00        $743,000  00      $1,403,000  00 

Amottnt  of  interest  upon  the  School,  Col- 
lege and  Seminarj  Funds  apportioned  to 
the  counties  by  the  Auditor 59,811  88  ^50,871  25  110,683  63 

f  Amount  raised  bj  ad  valorem  tax  in  the 
school  districts  for  extending  the  terms 
of  schools  after  the  public  money  was 
exhausted,  as  reported  by  the  School 
Commissioners 412,391  00  068,460  00  975,801  00 


^  This  is  lets,  $9,754  74,  the  amount  paid  the  Sute  Board  of  Education  for  the  support  • 
the  State  Normal  UniTersity. 

t  Kinety-eicht  eoonties  only  are  included  in  the  general  aggregates  here  giyen.  Th« 
TOtonis  from  we  counties  of  Calhoun  and  Cumberland  had  not  been  receiyed  at  the  date  of 
^ttiag  thia  nport  to  preiSb 
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1867.  1868.  Total. 

Amount  expended  for  School  Furniture,  te 

reported  b J  the  School  Committioners.        21,889  00  81,810  00  68,199  00 

Amount  expended  for  l>uilding,  repairing 
and  renting  School  Houses,  as  reported 
bj  the  School  Commissioners 741 ,  495  00  819 ,  869  00        1 ,  561 ,  854  OO 

Cost  of  School  District  Libraries  purchased        $8,100  00  46,900  00  54,000  00 

Amount  expended  for  School  Apparatus,  as 
reported  by  the  School  Commissioners. . .  2,696  00  4,783  00  7,829  00 

Amount  expended  for  Lecturers  and  Instruct- 
ors of  Teachers*  Institutes 561  00  910  00  1,471  00 

Amount  expended  for  School  House  Lots,  as 

reported  bj  the  School  Commissioners...        84,169  00  88,627  00  72,796  00 

Amount  of  interest  on  the  County  Funds, 
expended  for  Teachera'  wages,  as  reported 
bj  the  School  Commissioners. 8 , 668  00  9 ,  158  00  17, 721  00 

Amount  expended  as  compensation  to  town- 
ship officers,  as  reported  by  the  School 
Commissioners. 80,166  00  88,148  00  68,809  00 

Estimated  amount  paid  School  Commission- 
ers, being  8  pencent  upon  the  sale  of  all 
school  land  si>ld — 2  per  cent  upon  all 
money  loaned — 2  per  cent  for  distributing 

•  the  two  mill  tax,  and  one  dollar  each  for 
granting  Teachers' certificates. 86,000  00  86,000  00  70,000  00 

Amount  of  interest  upon  the  Township  Funds 
expended  for  Teachers' wages,  and  other- 
wise, as  reported  by'  the  School  Commis- 
sioners  ' 248,874  00        808,614  00  657,488  00 

Amount  of  interest  on  the  College  and  Semi- 
nary ]^ds  paid  the  StaKe  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, for  the  support  of  the  **  I(ormal  Uni-         « 
Tewity"  for  the  year  1858 9,754  74  9,754  74 

Amount  of  fines  paid  School  Commission-  *        ' 

ers  and  expended  for  School  purposes. ...  6,896  00  10,21»7  00  17,118  00 

*  Tot  1  amount  expended  in  the  State  for  all 

School  purposes 2,270,010  88    2,706,051  99      4,975,062  37 

It  has  been  found  quite  impossible  to  procure  full  returns  for  the 
school  year  1857.  The  constant  change  of  school  officers,  and  the  long 
lapse  of  time  intervening  between  the  close  of  the  first  school  year  and 
the  time  required  by  law  to  make  returns  to  this  department,  render 


*  In  the  aggregates  here  giren,  no  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  amount  collected  by 
rmte  bill  for  extending  the  terms  oif  Schools  after  the  public  money  was  exhausted.  It  will 
be  entirely  safe  to  estimate  the  amount  thus  expended  at  $25,000;  which  would  swell  tbd 
total  expenditures  for  the  Public  Schools  to  $5,000,000. 


the  task  of  collecting  statistics  for  the  former  of  the  two  years  required 
by  law  to  be  reported  separately  to  the  legislature,  an  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult one. 

The  reasons  above  assigned  account  in  a  degree  for  the  wide  dispari- 
ty between  the  expenditures  of  the  two  school  years  herein  reported. 

There  has,  however,  been  a  greatly  increased  actual  expenditure  for 
the  year  1858  over  that  of  1857,  notwithstanding  the  stringency  ol  the 
times.  The  number  of  the  schools  kept  has  increa^^ed  from  eight  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighty-six  to  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty-eight.  The  average  time  kej^t  for  1857  is  six  and  three-fourths 
months;  that  for  1858  is  six  and  livc-sixtlis  months.  It  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  doubted,  that  if  the  returns  for  1857  had  been  equaUy  as  full 
as  those  of  1858,  the  increase  of  actual  results  during  the  latter  year 
would  still  clearly  demonstrate  iui  advanc*ement  in  all  the  educational 
interests  of  the  State,  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  country. 

There  are  two  leading  causes  which  have  operated  most  disastrously 
upon  the  interests  of  the  schools  during  the  school  year  1858;  and  in  the 
absence  of  which,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  general  aggregates 
hem  given  would  have  demonstrated  an  actual  increase  of  at  least  fif- 
teen per  cent,  above  those  now  exhibited.  Those  causes  were  the 
financial  revulsion  of  1857,  which  seriously  retarded  the  progress  of 
the  winter  schools ;  and  the  wet  spring  of  1858,  which  prevented  many 
of  the  districts  from  opening  schools  at  all,  and  reduced  the  attendance 
upon  thr)se  which  were  kept  up,  in  many  cases,  nearly  one-half.  It 
mav  be  safelv  estimated  that  tlie  avc^a<:ce  time  for  1858  would  have  con- 
siderably  exceeded  seven  months,  but  for  the  reasons  above  assigned. 


SCHOOL  FUJST). 

The  School  Fund  embraces  the  foUowins:  items  : 

School  Fund  proper,  being  three  per  cent,  upon  the  net 
procieeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pubUc  lands  in  the  State, 
one-sixth  part  excepted • $555,143  17 

Surplus  revenue 335,592  32 

College  Fund,  being  one-sixth  of  the  three  per  cent, 
fund 111,012  64 

Seminary  Fund,  being  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
Seminary  lands * 6Q^%^%  1^ 
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Township  Funds,  in  ninety-eight  counties,  as  reported 

by  the  Sdiool  Commissioners 3,335,680  00 

County  Funds,  in  ninety-eight  counties,  as  reported  by 
the  School  Commissioners 218,653  00 

The  total  School  Fund  of  the  State  at  this  time  is $4,615,919  75 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  a  general  simmiary  of  interesting  sta- 
tistics collected  from  the  tables  to  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  this  re- 
port: 

1867.  1858. 

Whole  number  of  public  schools 8,386  10,238 

The  arerage  number  of  months  the  schools  hare  been 
kept  ID  the  State 6f  6; 

Whole  number  of  schools  taught  exclusiTely  by  male 
teachers 4,225  5,152 

Whole  number  of  schook  taught  exclusirely  by  fe* 
male  teachers 2,737  2|^74 

Number  of  schools  taught  by  male  and  female  at 
the  same  time 849  1,229 

Number  of  schools  taught  by  male  and  female  at 
different  times 3,967  5,002 

Whole  number  of   scholars  in  attendance  at  the 

schools 365,407  440,339 

Whole  number  of  male  scholars  in  attendance  at 
the  schools 189,551  243,859 

Whole  number  of  female  scholars  in  attendance  at 
the  schools 151,629  213,254 

Whole  number  of  white  persons  in  the  State  under 
21year8of  age 545,833  809,879 

Whole  number  of  white  persons  in  the  State  be- 
tween the  ages  of  5  and  21 285,025  470,540 

Whole  number  of  colored  persons  in  the  State  under 
21  yearsof  age 1,792  2,801 

Whole  number  of  colored  persons  in  the  State  be- 
tween the  ages  of  5  and  21 14242  1,714 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers 6,331  7,503 

Wb^wmberof  female  teachera.,...,,...^....  4«886  5,878 
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The  highest  monthly  compensation  paid  to  male 
teachers 8150  00         $200  00 

The  highest  monthly  compensation  paid  to  female 
teachers 54  00  60  00 

The  lowest  monthly  compensation  paid  to  male 
teachers..,. 9  00  10  00 

The  lowest  monthly  compensation  paid  to  female 
teachers 3  00  5  00 

The  average  monthly  compensation  paid  to  male 
teachers 29  15  29  66 

The  average  monthly  compensation  paid  to  female 
teachers 19  68  19  48 

Number  of  school  district  libraries  purchased 150  850 

Whole  number  of  school  districts  in  ninety-eight 
counties,  as  reported  by  the  School  Commissioners  6,709  8,154 

*Whole  number  of  districts  in  ninety-eight  counties  in 
which  schools  have  been  kept  six  months,  as  re* 
ported  by  School  Commissioners 5,489  6,460 

f  Number  of  districts  in  which  no  schools  have  been 
kept,  as  reported  by  the  School  Commissioners.  •  •  337  419 

Number  of  school  houses  in  ninety-eight  counties, 
as  reported  by  the  School  Commissioners.  •••...  5,496  6,647 

Number  of  new  school  bouses  erected  during  the 
last  two  years  in  niuety-eight  counties,  as  reported 
by  the  School  Commissioners 1 ,134  1 ,267 

Number  of  Teachers'  Institutes  held  in  the  State 
during  the  last  two  years 30  52 

Amount  paid  to  Lecturers  and  Instructors  of  Teach- 
ers' Institutes S561  00  S910  00 


*  In  1867  there  were  1,220  districts  which  failed  to  keep  school  six  months.  In  1858 
there  were  1,654  which  did  not  have  six  months  school.  There  were  1,446  new  districts 
formed  during  that  year,  however,  which  could  not  have  maintained  a  six-  months  school ; 
and  which  being  deducted  would  leave  only  209  districts  in  the  state,  which  have  failed  to 
comply  with  the  law  in  reference  to  six  months  school.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  how 
many  new  districts  were  formed  during  the  school  year  1856,  and  cannot,  therefore,  ppeak 
with  any  certainty  as  to  the  actual  number  which  failed  to  comply  with  the  law  in  1857.  It 
is  probably  somewhat  larger  than  the  number  in  1858. 

f  This  number  undoubtedly  falls  considerably  below  the  actual  number  of  districts  in 
which  no  schools  have  been  taught.  By  an  accidental  omission  of  the  word  **no,**  in  the 
county  blanks  forwarded  the  School  Commissioners,  many  of  those  officers  were  either  una- 
blc  to  ascertain  the  real  meaning  of  the  interrogatory,  or  concluded  it  had  already  been 
answered  in  another  portion  of  the  blank,  and  so  either  failed  to  fill  up  the  blank,  or  filled 
it  up  with  the  number  of  districts  in  which  schools  bad  been  taught 
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Amount  paid  by  county  appropriations  to  Lecturers 

and  Instructors  of  Teachers'  Institutes 497  00  522  00 

Number  of  Private  Schools  in  ninety-eight  counties, 
as  reported  by  the  School  Commissioners 349'  530 

Number  of  pupils  attending  Private  Schools,  as  re- 
ported by  the  School  Commissioners. . . .  •  * 13^325  18,751 

Whole  number  of  Graded  Schools  in   ninety-eight 

counties,  as  reported  by  the  School  Commissioners  181  302 

Number  of  scholars  who  have  attended   the  State 

Normal  University ....  127 

Number  of  Colleges  in  the  State 16  21 

Number  of  Academies  and  Seminaries 50  5S 

1857.  1858.  Total 

Whole  amount  paid  for  Teach- 
ers* wages  in  ninety-eight 
counties,  as  reported  by  the 
School  Commissioners $1,003,006        $1,3S0,682  $2,383,688 

Whole  amount  paid  for  build- 
ing new  school  houses  in 
ninety-eight  counties,  as  re- 
ported by  the  School  Com- 
missioners    576,836  748,111  1,324,947 


LOCAL  EEPOETS. 

The  reports  from  the  counties  of  Calhoun  and  Cumberland  did  not 
come  to  hand  till  this  portion  of  the  report  of  this  department  was  put 
to  press.  The  reports  from  those  counties  will  be  found  in  the  appen- 
dix to  this  report.  The  county  and  township  blanks  for  the  use  of  the 
local  officers  in  making  the  returns  to  this  department,  required  by  law, 
were  issued  by  the  undersigned  nearly  a  year  since,  and  forwarded  to 
the  School  Commissioners  of  the  respective  counties.  In  a  circular  ac- 
companying those  blanks,  the  local  officers  were  urgently  requested  to 
make  as  complete  and  reliable  returns  as  possible ;  and  to  forward  the 
same  to  this  office  by  the  15th  of  November  at  the  latest.  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  Commission- 
ers put  forth  every  effort  to  perfect  their  reports,  and  to  forward  them  by 
the  time  required.  In  other  cases,  I  regret  to  say,  that  the  reports 
themselves  bear  on  their  faces  the  most  undoubted  evidence  of  the  neg- 
lect and  want  of  effort  and  interest  on  the  part  of  the  local  school  officer. 
In  one  case,  and  that  in  a  county  where  the  Commissioner  is  a  gentleman 
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who  has  occupied  one  of  the  highest  educational  and  oflBcial  positions  in 
the  state,  no  report  for  1857  was  made  at  all;  and  no  details  for  1858 
were  given;  but  the  general  aggregates  put  down  at  so  much — "  about  !'^ 
Certainly  no  such  thing  as  accuracy  in  school  reports  can  be  arrived  at, 
while  the  people  are  satisfied  with  such  commissioners. 

The  returns  throughout  for  the  school  year  1857  are  not  so  full  as 
those  for  1858  ;  while  a  few  of  the  Commissioners  have  failed  to  report 
at  all  for  1857.  The  aggregates  for  the  last  year,  herein  reported,  are 
thus  swelled  beyond  their  due  proportion,  as  compared  with  those  for 
1857;  but  still,  it  is  believed,  are  much  below  the  actual  facts.  The 
number  of  school  districts  for  1858  is  returned  at  8,154.  A  careful 
examination  of  the  returns  made  to  this  department,  and  comparison  of 
the  various  items  therein  contained,  have  convinced  the  undersigned 
that  the  State  is  divided  into  at  least  10,000  school  districts. 

Again,  the  number  of  school  houses  is  put  down  at  6,647  in  ninety- 
eight  counties;  whereas  the  actual  number  will  undoubtedly  reach  from 
7,500  to  8,000.  • 

The  number  of  new  school  houses  which  have  been  built  during  the 
last  two  years  is  returned  at  2,401.  In  many  of  the  Commissioners'  re- 
turns, under  the  head  of  "  cost  of  new  school  houses,"  various  sums  are 
put  down,  while  no  school  houses  are  returned,  as  having  been  built.  The 
inference  is  that  school  houses  have  been  constructed  in  the  townships, 
and  their  cost  returned  to  the  Commissioners  by  the  Township  Treasurers, 
while  the  number  constructed  was  not  returned.  It  is  thought  to  be 
entirely  safe  to  place  tfie  number  of  new  school  houses  constructed  in 
the  State  during  the  last  two  years  at  8,000. 

The  returns  indicate  a  much  larger  number  of  Private  Schools  in  the 
State  during  the  year  1858  than  there  were  in  1857.  The  actual  facts 
would  undoubtedly  place  the  number  in  1858  at  less  than  one-half  that 
of  1857.  The  excess  is  wholly  attributable  to  the  meagre  returns  made 
for  1857. 

The  general  results  here  given,  though  imperfect  in  many  important 
and  desirable  partiailars,  are  thought,  except  in  the  instances  above 
noted,  to  be  as  approximately  correct  as  can  well  be  arrived  at  under 
the  present  imperfect  plan  of  supervision.  The  Township  Treasurers 
have  not  the  data  in  their  possession,  in  many  instances,  to  furnish  all 
the  information  required,  and  no  means  under  the  present  law  of  procur- 
ing it.  K  the  board  of  school  directors  of  each  district  were  required  by 
law  to  furnish  all  necessary  information  to  the  Treasurers  of  their  respect- 
ive townships,  the  reports  of  the  latter  could  be  made  much  more  full 
and  fieur  more  correct.    As  it  is,  many  of  them  are  put  to  serious  incon- 
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venience  in  making  out  their  returns  to  the  Commissioners ;  and  are 
compelled  to  leave  many  blanks  imfilled,  because  of  their  inability  to 
procure  the  necessary  £acts. 


SCHOOL  LAW. 

The  present  school  law  needs  amendment  in  several  particulars,  in 
order  that  its  provisions  may  be  more  readily  understood  and  work  more 
harmoniously.  As  it  now  is,  it  conflicts  in  several  parts,  while  other 
portions  are  so  obscured  by  useless  verbiage,  and  language  wholly  un* 
intelligible  to  the  ordinary  reader,  that  no  little  difhculty  has  been  ex* 
perienced  by  the  local  school  officers  throughout  the  State,  in  compre- 
hending the  true  meaning  of  the  law,  and  ascertaining  their  several 
duties  enjoined  thereby.  To  such  an  extent  have  these  objections  been 
felt,  and  so  constant  and  universal  have  been  the  complaints  to  this  de* 
partment  of  the  obscurity  and  incongruities  of- the  present  law,  that  it 
was  determined  at  one  time  to  recommend  its  total  repeal,  and  the  pas- 
sage of  a  new  bill.  Further  reflection,  however,  and  a  more  extended 
acquaintance  with  the  workings  of  the  present  free  school  system,  have 
convinced  the  undersigned  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  new  law.  The  people,  under  the  spur  of  high  taxation  for 
school  purposes,  have  gone  to  work  in  good  faith  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  system ;  and  though  they  have  had  great  difficulty 
in  understanding  what  their  duty  in  all  cases  was,  they  have  generally 
gone  forward  and  perlbrmed  it  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  with  the 
light  they  had.  The  schools  are  tlms  prospering  in  spite  of  the  law. 
The  school  officers  are  becoming  acquainted  with  their  duties — the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  law  is  based  is  becoming  fixed  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people — and,  on  the  whole,  it  is  thought  to  be  the  wisest  policy  to  leave 
the  principal  provisions  of  the  law  as  they  are,  until  experience  has 
demonstrated  more  fully  the  outlines  of  a  system  which  will  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  people,  and  better  subserve  the  purposes  of  its  es- 
tablishment, than  the  present  system  ever  has  done  or  can  do.  It  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  when  such  a  system  is  adopted,  it  will  be  based 
either  upon  the  independent  district  organization,  or  upon  the  township 
system,  and  not  upon  a  combination  of  both,  as  is  the  present  law. 

The  thirty-f/ve  thousand  officers  required  to  operate  the  present  law, 
the  large  majority  of  whom  are  wholly  unacquainted  with  its  details, 
added  to  the  inevitable  differences  of  opinion  between  such  officers, 
which  naturally  grow  out  of  a  joint  jurisdiction,  preclude  the  possibili- 
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ty  of  that  systematic  and  harmonious  action  necessary  to  bnild  np  and 
perfect  a  Conmion  School  System  worthy  the  great  State  of  Illinois,  No 
State  has  ever  succeeded  in  perfecting  a  Free  School  System  with  such  a 
mongrel  plan  as  the  one  under  which  we  are  now  working  in  this  State^ 
The  defects  of  the  present  law,  are  radical  defects,  and  wholly  incapa^ 
ble  of  being  effectually  remedied  by  any  alterations  or  amendments. 
The  only  adequate  remedy  is  to  repeal  the  law,  and  enact  an  entirely 
new  one,  based  upon  a  simpler  organization,  with  less  than  half  the 
number  of  officers  to  operate  it,  with  a  vigilant  State  and  County  su- 
pervision, which  should  insure  the  faithful  execution  of  all  its  provi- 
sions, and  ultimately  the  realization  of  all  the  purposes  and  ends  of  its 
enactment.  Until  such  a  system  is  adopted,  the  highest  success,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,  need  not  be  looked  for.  But  for  reasons 
above  assigned,  the  repeal  of  the  present  law,  and  the  adoption  of  a  new 
one  is  not  thought  to  be  advisable  at  ibis  time,  and  hence  the  discussion 
of  the  leading  features  of  such  a  system  will  not  be  entered  upon  here. 
With  the  adoption  of  the  plan  of  supervision  recommended  in  another 
portion  of  fliis  report,  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  the  present  law 
can  undoubtedly  be  greatly  enhanced,  and  the  results,  in  the  State,  more 
than  doubled  at  the  expiration  of  a  three  years'  trial. 

There  are,  however,  several  verbal  amendments  to  the  present  law, 
necessary  to  be  made,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  conmiittees  on  edu- 
cation will  be  called  at  the  proper  time.  It  is  not  thought  necessary  to 
designate  them  here. 


CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

For  some  inexplicable  reason,  the  last  Legislature  appropriated  but 
$250  per  annum  for  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  depart- 
ment. The  Auditor's  report  for  1856  shows  my  predecessor  to  have 
expended  $1,050  87  during  the  two  years  embraced  in  that  report.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  Legislature  voted  $1,000  to  defray  traveling  expen- 
ses, &c,  during  that  period:  making  the  sum  of  $2,050  87  against 
$500  allowed  the  undersigned  for  the  last  two  years.  It  is  needless  to 
say  that  the  expenses  of  this  department  have  necessarily  exceeded  the 
amount  allowed  by  the  Legislature.  It  would  be  nothing  strange  if  they 
had  considerably  exceeded  the  sum  expended  by  my  predecessor.  The 
business  of  the  office  has  doubled  at  least  during  the  past  two  years. 
The  item  of  postage  alone  upon  letters,  circulars,  blanks,  school  laws, 
&c,  &&,  is  not  unfrequently  as  high  as  $5  per  day.    Again,  $500  were 
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voted  to  pay  the  postage  on  50,000  copies  of  the  school  law ;  which,  at 
three  cents  each,  ( the  postage  to  which  they  are  8ubject,(  amounted  to 
$1,600. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  clerk  hire  by  the  Legislature;  but  I 
have  found  it  wholly  impossible  at  times  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
office  alone,  and  have  been  compelled,  either  to  let  a  portion  of  the  same 
go  undone,  or  employ  help  at  my  own  expense.  I  have  chosen  the  lat- 
ter alternative,  trusting  to  the  Legislature's  sense  of  justice  to  refund  the 
amount  expended  for  incidental  expenses  and  clerk  hire. 

It  is  hoped  tliat  the  Legislature  will  make  a  more  liberal  appropria- 
tion to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  this  department  hereafter. 

It  is  submitted  whether  the  business  of  this  office  is  not  quite  as  es- 
sential to  the  welfare  of  the  State  as  that  transacted  bv  either  of  the 
other  State  departments;  and  if  so,  why  just  as  ample  appropriations 
should  not  be  made  for  its  support  as  is  made  for  the  support  of  the  others  ? 
It  is  the  universal  custom  in  the  other  States  to  defray  the  traveling  ex- 
penses of  their  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  also  those  of 
his  Deputies,  when  engaged  in  educational  labors.  Is  Illinois  less  able 
or  less  disposed  to  do  the  same  thing  ? 

It  is  recommended  that  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  necessary  to 
command  the  ser\T[ces  of  a  Deputy,  an  allowance  be  made  to  this  de- 
partment, sufficient  to  defray  all  necessary  incidental  and  traveling  ex- 
penses. 


PEIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

In  the  preparation  of  blanks  for  the  use  of  the  local  school  officers  in 
making  their  returns  to  tliis  department,  appropriate  columns  were  de- 
signated for  returning  the  number  of  Private  Schools  in  the  State,  and 
also  the  number  of  children  attending  such  schools.  Beyond  this  no  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  collect  statistics  respecting  the  condition  of  the 
Private  Schools  in  the  State.  From  the  returns  made,  it  appears  that 
there  were  five  hundred  and  thirty  such  schools  in  existence  during  the 
last  year,  and  that  the  attendance  upon  the  same  amounted  to  eighteen 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

A  large  decrease  in  the  number  of  such  schools  may  be  confidently 
looked  for  during  the  next  two  years.  In  many  localities  in  the  State, 
the  inhabitants  have  not  yet  fully  organized  under  the  free  school  law, 
and  BO  continue  the  existence  of  die  private  schools;  in  others  again,  the 
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Private  Schools  still  somewhat  tenaciously  dispute  the  ground  with  the 
Public  Schools,  and  having  become  not  a  little  endeared  to  the  hearts  of 
the  peoi)le  for  the  good  they  have  accomplished  in  times  past,  it  takes 
the  Public  Schools  longer  to  attain  that  complete  supremacy  in  the  minds 
and  affections  of  the  people  which  they  are  ultimately  destined  to  acquire. 


COMMERCIAL   COLLEGES. 

Desirous  of  furnishing  as  complete  an  exhibit  of  all  the  educational 
agencies  of  the  State  as  possible  in  this  report,  I  addressed  letters  to  the 
Presidents  of  all  the  Commercial  Colleges  in  the  State,  of  which  I  had 
any  knowledge,  inviting  them  to  furnish  statements  of  the  history,  con- 
dition and  prosj>ects  of  their  respective  institutions  for  pubhcation  in  the 
appendix  to  this  report. 

Three  of  them,  I  am  happy  to  say,  complied  with  that  request,  and 
furnished  the  statements  to  be  found  in  the  appendix. 


COLLEGES,  ACADEMIES  AXD  FEMALE  SEMIXAEIES. 

Frequent  letters  have  been  addressed  to  this  department  from  distant 
States,  making  inquiries  as  to  tlie  number,  character  and  condition  of 
the  Colleges,  Academies  and  Female  Seminaries  of  this  State;  and 
though  the  undersigned  had  no  authority  to  require  reports  from  the 
higher  institutions  of  learning,  he,  nevertheless,  addressed  a  circular  to 
the  Presidents  and  Principals  of  such  institutions,  propounding  certain 
inquiries,  to  which  he  requested  answers,  and  invited  them  to  make  such 
"additional  statements  in  regard  to  the  history,  purposes  and  prospects" 
of  their  institutions,  as  might  be  deemed  pro2)er. 

Xearlv  all  the  CoUe^res  in  the  State,  and  several  of  the  Academies 
and  Female  Seminaries  have  responded  to  the  in\ntation ;  and  I  am  thus 
t'uabled  to  present  (see  appendix,)  an  interesting  exhibit  of  the  history 
and  condition  of  those  institutions. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  local  pride,  difference  in  religious 
Uehef,  or  whatever  other  causes  have  brought  it  about,  should  have 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  so  great  a  number  of  Colleges  in  the 
State.  In  a  field  where  not  more  than  three  or  four  can  maintain  a 
respc»ctable  standing,  there  are  not  less  than  twenty  or  twenty-five  strug 
gling  for  a  feeble  existence.  The  future  fate  of  at  least  half  of  these 
InfititutionA  is  easily   foretold.      Dependent,   as  many   of  them  are, 
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upon  iheir  immediate  localities  for  support,  they  will  ultimately  dwindle 
down  till  they  scarcely  maintain  the  standing  of  respectable  Academies; 
and  in  the  end,  no  doubt,  some  of  them  will  die  out  entirely.  The 
wants  of  the  people  as  respects  these  higher  institutions  will  thus  be 
regulated  ultimately  by  natural  causes ;  but  not  until  vast  sums  of  money 
have  been  unwisely  expended  in  the  attempt  to  build  up  Colleges  in  all 
the  leading  cities  in  the  State;  and  which,  if  properly  applied  to  the 
support  of  only  so  many  as  are  actually  required,  would  have  placed 
those  institutions  upon  an  enduring  and  successful  basis. 

The  returns  from  a  limited  number  of  the  Academies  and  Female 
Seminaries  of  the  State,  will  be  found  under  the  appropriate  head  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state 
that,  while  a  considerable  number  of  these  institutions  are  still  in  opera- 
tion in  various  portions  of  the  State,  two-thirds  of  those  in  existence 
two  years  since  have  given  place  to  the  Public  Schools,  or  been  them- 
selves transformed  into  Union  Graded  Schools,  under  the  law.  In  no 
particular  has  the  vitality  and  adaptation  of  the  principle  of  Free  Schools, 
to  the  wants  of  the  people  of  a  republican  State  like  this,  been  more  clearly 
xnanifested,  than  in  the  summary  manner  in  which  the  Public  Schools 
of  this  State  have  taken  possession  of  the  ground  heretofore  occupied 
by  the  Private  Schools,  both  high  and  low.  Scarcely  two  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  Free  School  System  went  into  operation  in  this  State, 
and  in  that  brief  period  it  has  nearly  swept  the  entire  field  of  the  thou- 
sands of  Private  Schools  which  then  existed.  Truly  those  who  still 
ding  so  tenaciously  to  the  old  feudal  and  anti- American  system  of  edu- 
cating the  rich  alone,  will  soon  have  to  abandon  their  ground ;  for  that 
only  just  principle  of  making  "the  property  of  the  State  educate  the 
children  of  the  State,"  has  nearly  taken  entire  possession  of  the  public 
mind. 

It  may  be  mentioned  in  this  connection  that  the  Presidents  and  Prin- 
cipals of  many  of  these  institutions  are  among  the  most  zealous  friends 
of  the  Public  Schools  in  the  State.  A  large  number  of  them  invariably 
attend  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  and  assist  in  all  possible  ways  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  that  body.  Nor  is  this  a  matter  of  surprise. 
The  College  and  the  Conmion  School  will  hereafter  go  hand  in  hand  in 
accomplishing  the  great  work  for  which  they  were  mutually  established. 
The  youth  of  the  State,  as  a  body,  will  henceforth  receive  their  prepara- 
tory instruction  for  entering  College  in  the  Public  High  Schools,  instead 
of  at  the  Academy  or  Seminary.  Tlie  Public  Schools  will  thus  be  the 
recruiting  ground  for  the  Colleges,  which  wiU  render  them  objects  of 
interest  to  those  connected  with  the  latter  on  selfish  grounds  alone.  Bat 
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aside  from  tliis,  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  a  large  majority  of  those 
connected  with  the  higher  institutions  of  the  State  manifest  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  the  Public  Schools,  from  their  high  sense  of  the 
mission  they  are  fulfilling,  and  the  glorious  results  they  are  destined  to 
aeliieve  for  the  people — ^the  coming  people  of  the  State.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say,  that  no  class  of  persons  have  a  more  just  estimation  of  the 
untold  blessings  such  a  system  of  Public  Schools  is  destined  to  confer 
upon  the  whole  people  of  the  State,  than  have  the  teachers  in  these 
higher  institutions.  They  know  that,  while  they  are  engaged  in  the 
more  elaborate  finish  of  tlie  higher  structures  of  society,  it  is  equally 
necessary  that  its  foimdation  should  be  placed  upon  a  broad  and  endu- 
ring basis;  that  the  true  theory  of  a  system  of  education  for  a  republican 
govenmient  is  the  enlightenment  of  the  whole  people.  They  know  that 
whatever  may  be  the  dilierence  of  opinion  respecting  the  extent  to  which 
univei'sal  education  shall  be  carried  in  a  government  like  ours,  the 
primary  conditions  of  citizenship  alone  require  that  all  should  be  well 
grounded  in  the  rudiments  of  knowledge  at  least. 

In  several  of  the  States  such  institutions  receive  pecuniary  aid  from 
the  public  ftmds.     No  such  aid  is  rendered  in  this  State. 


TEXT  BOOKS. 

Tlie  question  of  Text  Books  is  the  most  vexatious  and  troublesome 
one  with  which  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  this  country  has  to  deal. 
The  constantly  increasing  demand  for  school  books,  the  enormous  quan- 
tities annually  consumed,  the  large  amoupt  of  capital  invested  in  the 
trade,  and  the  real  or  supposed  influence  of  every  school  officer,  high  or 
low,  in  determining  what  books  shall  be  used  in  the  circle  of  his  influ- 
ence, all  conspire  U>  render  the  publishers  of  the  various  series  contending 
for  the  jK»pular  favor,  active  and  energetic  in  securing  the  good  will  of 
school  oflScers,  and  in  introducing  their  various  works.  A  uniformity  of 
Text  Books  is  undoubtedly  a  very  desirable  thing,  but  the  question  has 
long  been  settled  in  this  country  that  no  such  end  was  attainable  except 
upon  some  such  plan  as  that  adopted  in  Upper  Canada,  where  the  Chief 
Superintendent  prescribes  what  books  shall  be  used,  and  then  makes 
the  receipt  of  the  public  money  dependent  upon  the  use  of  those  hooka. 
If  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  or  the  Board  of  Education 
of  this  State,  were  delegated  to  select  a  series  of  Text  Books,  which 
should  be  used  for  a  given  number  of  years,  and  thciv  'po^'CY  ^\n^w  Vft 

withhold  the  public  money  from  all  such  districts  as  did  iioV  sAv>^\,  X^iofeft 
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books,  uniformity  could  be  speedily  obtnined;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  it  never  can  be  in  any  other  way.  The  result  of  the  efforts 
of  all  the  States  in  the  Union  which  have  attempted  to  bring  about  a 
uniformity  of  Text  Books,  and  the  experience  of  my  predecessor,  are 
pointed  to  as  confirmatory  of  this  opinion.  The  Legislature,  at  its  last 
session,  relieved  me  of  the  responsibility  of  recommending  a  series  of 
Text  Books,  by  repealing  the  law  requiring  the  Superintendent  to  per- 
form that  duty.  The  subject  was  thus  happily  placed  without  the  juris- 
diction of  this  department. 

Something  may  be  done  upon  a  smaller  scale  by  the  Teachers,  at  their 
County  Institutes,  agreeing  upon  a  uniform  series  of  Text  Books,  to  be 
used  in  their  respective  counties;  but  little  reliance  can  be  placed  upon 
the  stability  of  such  a  plan,  while  the  interest  of  book  publishers  is  so 
great  in  securing  the  introduction  of  new  and  rival  series,  and  the  opin- 
ions of  the  best  infonned  Teachers  so  entirely  differ  as  to  the  respective 
merits  of  such  books.  Either  those  who  select  and  recomiuend  the 
books  must  have  the  power  to  enforce  their  adoption,  or  the  case  may 
be  given  up  as  hopeless. 


TEACHERS'  INSTITUTES.— STATE  AGENT. 

• 

Teachers'  Institutes  are  becoming  one  of  the  most  important  means 
of  advancing  the  common  school  interests  known  to  the  country.  They 
serve  for  the  time  being  nearly  all  the  purposes  of  a  well  conducted 
Normal  School,  and  are  equally  beneficial  to  the  teachers  who  attend 
them,  and  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  education  in  the  locality  in 
which  they  are  held.  Thirty-eight  different  Institutes  have  been  con- 
ducted in  various  counties  of  the  State  during  the  last  year,  and  their 
influence  for  good  upon  the  common  school  interest  of  the  h)calities  of 
the  State  in  which  they  existed  can  hardly  be  over  estimated.  (For  a 
partial  exhibit  of  the  history  of  the  Institutes  held  in  the  State  during 
the  past  year,  see  appendix  hereunto  annexed  and  forming  a  part  of 
this  report.) 

In  many  of  the  counties  where  Institutes  have  been  held,  they  have 
been  regularly  attended  during  the  entire  session  by  a  majority  of  the 
teachers  of  the  county,  all  of  whom  have  manifested  their  deej)  interest 
in  the  proceedings,  and  their  high  appreciation  of  the  advantages  thus 
enjoyed.  Several  of  the  counties  in  which  Institutes  have  been  held 
Jiave  appropriated  various  sums  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  Lee- 
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turere  and  Instructors,  and  in  the  residue,  such  expenses  have  been 
freely  incurred  by  the  teachers  themselves.  The  people,  wherever  they 
have  been  held,  have  invariably  manifested  the  highest  interest,  as 
well  in  the  daily  exercises  and  drills,  as  in  the  evening  lectures,  which 
are  always  largely  attended.  The  undersigned,  whenever  the  duties  of 
this  office  would  admit  of  his  delivering  a  single  lecture,  has  always 
been  ^reetfed  with  an  overflowing  house. 

The  benefits  derived  from  Teachers'  Institutes,  in  creating  and  sustain- 
ing an  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  in  the  pubhc  mind,  in  inducing 
school  directors  to  employ  competent  teachers,  to  erect  and  furnish  good 
houses,  to  keep  the  schools  open  the  entire  scholastic  year,  to  send  all  the 
children  to  school  steadily  during  their  continuance,  and  in  numberleiss 
other  ways,  are  scarcely  second  to  those  derived  by  the  teachers  them- 
selves. In  no  way  can  the  public  mind  be  so  readily  api)roached,  and  so 
deeply  interested.  Hundreds  are  thus  induced  to  visit  the  school  house 
and  become  interested  in  schools,  who  otherwise  would  never  touch  foot 
within  its  doors.  The  old,  once  transported  to  the  battle  fields  of  their 
youth,  become  anxious  witnesses,  if  not  again  eager  participants  in  the 
strifes  still  going  on  there,  and  so  thoroughly  interested,  will  lend  th« 
whole  weight  of  tlieir  influence  on  the  side  of  schools.  The  school 
house  becomes  at  once  the  centre  of  the  highest  attraction,  both  to  the 
old  and  the  young.  Indeed,  only  those  acquainted  with  the  workings  of 
Teachers'  Institutes  can  have  any  adequate  knowledge  of  the  influence 
exerted  by  them,  in  building  up  and  sustaining  a  healthy  and  active 
public  sentiment  in  favor  of  education. 

The  benefits  derived  by  the  teacher,  from  Institutes,  are  therefore  two- 
fold. First — ^they  are  of  incalculable  service  to  him  in  arousing  and 
keeping  np  an  active  public  opinion  in  favor  of  his  calling ;  and  second- 
ly— they  afford  him  the  means  of  that  constant  improvement  which  is 
indispensable  to  the  highest  success  in  any  profession  or  occupation. 
The  educational  methods  of  the  coimtry  are  constantly  improving, 
higher  qualifications  are  demanded  of  those  who  attempt  to  teach,  and 
however  great  the  attaimnents  of  tUe  best  teacher  may  be  when  he  en- 
ters upon  the  duties  of  his  profession,  he  must  still  be  a  constant  stu- 
dent, he  must  have  ready  access  to  all  the  means  by  which  the  teachers 
of  this  age  are  so  rapidly  elevating  their  standard  of  professional  excel- 
lence, and  rendering  the  name  of  teacher  the  highest  and  the  most 
honored  in  the  land.  lie  must  constantly  progress  in  all  that  pertains 
to  his  calling,  or  he  will  inevitably  retrograde.  In  no  way  can  the  im- 
proved methods  of  imparting  instruction  in  the  sc\\oo\  tov^tcvX^^  %o 
peadUy  and  econoimcally  obtained  as  at  tlie  Institute.    It.  \%  >ikct^  <^^^ 
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any  new  modes  of  illustration,  any  new  facts  or  tniths  bearing  upon  the 
subject  discussed,  and  known  to  a  single  one  of  the  hundred  or  two 
teachers  in  attendance,  is  imparted  to  all  and  rendered  available  to  all. 
The  superior  knowledge  of  any  single  teacher  in  any  branch,  is  thus 
rendered  the  common  stock  of  all,  and  thus  those  wlio  come  to  the  Insti- 
tute tlie  weakest  of  the  weak  may  go  aw^ay  as  strong  as  the  strongest 

But  not  alone  in  the  advantages  thus  enjoyed  is  the  Institute  of  the 
liighest  moment  to  the  successtul  teacher.  It  is  to  him  what  the  yearly 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca  was  to  the  ancient  Arab— the  source  whence  he  re- 
news the  spirit  and  the  life  of  liis  existence.  Wlio  that  has  felt  the 
enervating  effects  of  the  constant  toil  of  the  school  room — the  wear 
and  tear  of  both  body  and  spirit,  consequent  upon  a  faithful  discharge  of 
all  its  duties — ^but  has  longed  for  some  revivifying  fount  to  whicli  he 
might  repair  and  renew  his  exhausted  energies,  and  rekindle  the 
light  of  that  life  ao  slowly,  but  alas !  so  surely  going  out  within  him  ? 
The  mind  of  the  teacher  must  be  fed,  or  it  cannot  feed  others.  The 
teacher's  profession,  more  than  that  of  any  other,  is  the  source  of  one 
unfailing  drain  ujwn  all  the  powers  of  the  body  and  mind  ;  and  unless 
those  powers  are  constantly  renewed  they  will  either  die  out  for  want  of 
the  necessary  sustenance,  or  the  teacher  will  altogether  fail  to  meet  the 
high  conditions  of  his  calling.  In  any  light,  indeed,  in  which  the  sub- 
ject can  be  viewed — ^whether  we  consider  the  influence  they  exert  upon 
the  public  mind,  tlie  advantages  which  accnie  to  tlie  teacher  in  the  im- 
proved methods  of  instruction  there  obtained,  tlie  renewed  lite  and 
\ngor  imparted  to  his  wasted  energies,  or  the  nimiberlesa  other  benefits 
which  are  derived  directly  and  indirectly  from  them — ^Teachers'  Institutes 
may  be  said  to  be  almost  indispensable  to  the  highest  success  of  a  com- 
mon school  system. 

Many  of  the  States,  besides  supporting  one  or  more  Nonnal  Schools, 
yearly  appropriate  considerable  smns  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Teachers'  Institutes.  Massachusetts,  that  noble  pioneer  in  all  the  com- 
mon school  movements  of  this  coimtry,  besides  supporting  four  Normal 
Schools,  contributes  yearly  three  thousand  dollars  towards  the  Teachers' 
Institutes  in  the  State.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  her  common  schools  stand 
unequalled  by  any  upon  this  continent,  or  excelled  by  any  in  the 
world? 

So  deeply  did  the  teachers  of  this  State  appreciate  this  need  of  Insti- 
tutes, that  at  the  last  meeting  of  their  State  Association  they  appointed 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  zealous  of  their  number,  State  Agent ;  and 
voluntarily  contributedf  of  their  own  scanty  means,  the  sum  necessa- 
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ry  to  Ids  support.  That  Agent  has  been  most  indefatigable  and  success- 
ful in  his  labors.  Constantly  on  the  wing,  he  has  been  the  messenger 
of  glad  tidings  to  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  by  traveling  nights  and 
laboring  days,  he  has  visited  fifty-six  counties,  assisted  in  holding  nine- 
teen Institutes,  and  delivered  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
lectures.  Who  can  doubt  tliat  his  labors  will  be  of  untold  advantage  to 
the  educational  interests  of  the  State  ? 

But  the  teachers  of  the  State,  disinterested  and  public  spirited  as  they 
have  always  shown  themselves  to  be,  should  not  any  longer  be  compelled 
to  support  such  an  agency.  Tlie  State  should  assume  the  responsibility, 
and  by  the  appointment  of  a  iJeputy  Superintendent,  as  recommended 
in  another  place,  enable  tliis  department  to  extend  its  sphere  of  labor  so 
9»  to  embrace  the  delivering  of  public  lectures,  and  the  holding  of 
Teachers'  Institutes.  This  courso  is  recommended,  mstead  of  any  direct 
approjiriations  for  the  support  of  Teachers'  Institutes,  or  a  State  Agent, 
because  it  will  subserve  the  two-fold  purpose  of  a  State  Agent  and  at  the 
same  time  render  valuable  and  indispensible  service  to  this  department. 
It  is  believed  that  in  no  other  way  can  so  many  ends  be  so  economically 
reached. 


EEFORM  SCHOOLS. 

A  highly  interesting  history  of  the  founding,  progress  and  results  of 
the  Chicago  Reform  School,  from  the  pen  of  the  accomplished  Su}>er- 
intendent.  Rev.  D.  B.  IS^ichols,  may  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  this 
rej)ort.  It  was  communicated  to  this  department  in  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  undersigned;  and  will  be  found  of  general  interest, 
as  embodying  the  results  of  the  first  attempt  in  this  State  to  found  an 
institution  for  the  reclamation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents. 

The  education  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  youth  is  very  justly  attract- 
ing a  large  amount  of  attention  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Several  of 
the  States  make  liberal  appropriations  for  the  support  of  such  institu- 
tions; while  the  hands  of  a  generous  private  philanthropy  has  endowed 
many  of  them  wdth  greatly  increased  facilities  for  extending  their  sphere 
of  usefulness  and  good. 

The  question  of  how  the  community  is  to  successfully  defend  itself 
against  the  increasing  torrent  of  vice  and  crime,  which  is  swelling 
onward  in  this  army  of  Juvenile  Vagi'ants,  poisoning  the  sources  of 
society,  and  sapping  the  foundations  of  our  free  inatitvi^OTi^,  \a>  oraa 
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which  may  well  arrest  the  earnest  attention  of  both  the  philantliropist 
and  statesman.  Experience  has  everywhere  demonstrated  that  "an 
ounce  of  preventive  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure."  Prisons,  bolts  and  bars, 
have  proved  a  wholly  inadequate  corrective  of  crime.  An  incarceration 
in  a  dungeon  may  stay  the  boy,  for  tlio  time  being,  in  his  progress  in 
wrong;  but  it  can  never  eradicate  his  criminal  propensities,  or  cause 
him  to  cliange  his  course  in  life.  Released  from  prison,  he  leaps  with 
ten-fold  energy  into  the  feartiil  abyss  of  vice  and  crime,  and  his  course 
is  only  arrested  when  the  prison  door  again  closes  upon  him,  or  deatli 
has  put  an  end  to  his  wretched  career. 

Some  reformatory  agency  for  the  reclamation  of  this  unfortunate  class 
of  youtli  must  be  resorted  to;  or  the  case  may  be  given  up  as  hopeless. 
It  is  not  enough  that  they  are  apprehended  and  punished.  The  causes 
which  lead  them  to  err  must  be  removed,  or  they  removed  beyond  those 
causes.  Many  of  them  are  either  the  cliildren  of  vicious  and  wicked 
parents,  or  ori)hans;  left  destitute  of  the  means  of  subsistence,  and 
being  surrounded  with  temptations  they  are  unable  to  withstand,  they 
are  easily  led  the  downward  path  to  ruin. 

The  treatment  of  this  class  of  youth  in  the  Chicago  Reform  School  is, 
in  many  essential  respects,  entirely  different  from  that  practiced  in 
aimilar  institutions  in  the  other  States,  and  marks  a  new  era  in  this 
most  important  of  educational  and  reformatory  agencies.  The  report  of 
Mr.  Nichols  is  commended  to  tlie  attention  of  the  Legislature. 


SCHOOL  APPARATUS. 

Very  little  has  thus  far  been  done  towards  the  general  introduction 
of  School  Apparatus  into  the  public  schools  of  this  State.  Some  of  the 
Union  Graded  Schools  have  been  supplied  with  it,  and  a  few  of  the 
other  public  schools,  have  purchased  more  or  less;  but  as  a  whole  very 
little  has  thus  far  been  done  in  this  important  direction. 

It  may  be  safely  stated  that  there  is  but  one  opinion  among  all 
enlightened  teachers  and  educationists  respecting  the  importance  of  the 
means  of  visible  illustration  in  communicating  a  lasting  knowledge  of 
the  branches  taught  in  school.  The  eye  is  a  fai'  surer  medium  of  con- 
reying  ideas  than  the  ear.  The  mind  often  acquires,  by  a  single  glance 
of  the  eye,  more  than  it  could  obtain  in  months  by  hard  study.  The 
impressions  gained  through  the  eye,  too,  are  far  more  vivid  and  distinct> 
and  are  much  more  likely  to  be  lasting  than  those  acquired  through  the 
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ear.  A  Bingle  glance  at  the  relative  positions  of  Europe  and  America 
upon  a  globe,  is  worth  more  to  the  student  in  Geography,  than  a  week's 
hard  study  with  all  the  verbal  explanations  the  best  teacher  can  give. 
The  illustration  by  the  means  of  a  Tellurian,  of  the  relative  positions  of 
the  sun,  moon  and  the  earth — the  change  of  seasons,  succession  of  day 
and  night,  the  sun's  decUnation,  the  procession  of  the  equinoxes,  the 
difference  of  a  Solar  and  Siderial  year,  &c.,  &c.;  is  far  more  useful  and 
satisfactory  to  the  student  than  any  knowledge  of  the  subject  he  could 
possibly  acquire  by  the  hardest  study. 

So,  again,  in  the  hands  of  a  teacher,  who  knows  how  to  use  them,  the 
geainetrical  solids^  are  of  incalculable  benefit  in  conveying  a  correct 
knowledge  of  cones,  prisms,  spheroids,  cubes,  &c.  Indeed,  the  impor- 
tance of  visible  illustration,  by  means  of  outline  maps  and  school  appa- 
ratus generally,  can  hardly  be  over  estimated. 

An  agency  for  the  sale  of  all  kinds  of  school  apparatus,  outline  maps, 
school  furniture,  &c.,  &c.,  has  recently  been  established  in  Chicago; 
and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  school  directors  of  the  Stat« 
are  beginning  to  supply-  their  various  schools  with  these  highly  impor- 
tant api>cndages.  J^  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  not  stop  until  every 
school  house  in  thy^tate  has  not  only  the  most  approved  style  of  furai- 
ture,  but  apparatus,  outline  maps,  and  all  those  appurtenances  and  con- 
veniences which  distinguish  the  model  latter  day  school  house. 

In  the  appendix  to  this  report  will  be  found  plates  and  descriptions  of 
various  t?rticles  of  school  apparatus,  which  were  furnished  the  under- 
signed by  Mr.  George  Sherwood,  of  Chicago,  the  agent  of  Holbrook's 
School  Apparatus  Company. 


SCHOOL  AECHITECTUKE. 

During  the  two  years  embraced  in  tliis  report,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  one  school  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  State.  Many 
of  these  houses  take  the  place  of  the  old,  imsightly,  inhospitable  log 
pens,  which  once"  squatted'^^  about  in  the  obscure  comers  of  the  high- 
ways; while  others  have  been  built  in  newly  organized  districts,  and 
are  tlicrefore  the  "first  settlers"  in  the  great  work,  to  which  they  contri- 
bute 9o  important  a  part.  And  while  it  may  be  safely  estimated  that  these 
new  structures,  as  a  whole,  are  an  improvement  of  at  least  one  hundred 
per  cent,  upon  those  which  were  in  the  State  five  years  ago;  yet  it  must 
be  confessed,  thata  large  majority  of  them  still  lack  many  oi!  \.\i^  oi^^^eti^aaSL 
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characteristics  which  visibly  distinguish  the  school  houses  of  the  i>rcsent 
day,  from  those  which  had  an  existence  in  the  most  favored  portions  of 
the  country  a  quarter  of  a  century  since.  While  many  of  themare  neatand 
attractive  structures  in  their  exteriors,  they  lack  inwardly  all  those  latter 
day  conveniences  and  improvements  which  characterize  the  model  dis- 
trict school  house.  Instead  of  having  the  modem  hard  wood  seats  and 
benches,  now  so  extensively  used  in  all  tlie  well  furnished  houses,  they  are 
aeated  with  the  old,  inconvenient  and  uncomely  pine  bench  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, or  the  still  older  slab,  of  such  harrowing  memories.  The  entrance  to 
the  house,  in  many  cases,  opens  directly  into  the  main  and  only  room, 
instead  of  into  a  hall  or  reception  room;  while  tlie  house  is  destitute  of 
black  boards,  recitation  seats,  and  all  the  modem  appurtenances  and 
conveniences  which  are  indesixjnsable  to  a  well  furnished  school  houso. 
Again,  many  of  them  are  built  without  any  regard  to  either  exterior  or 
interior  convenience  or  looks,  and  only  serve  for  the  time  being  to  shield 
uneasy  and  discontented  occupants  from  tlie  burning  sun  of  suimner,  or 
the  cold  and  pitiless  storms  of  winter? 

Many  of  these  structures  have  cost  more  than  good,  convenient  and 
well  arranged  houses  would  have  cost;  and  have  only  been  built,  as 
these  are,  because  those  who  constructed  them  had  no  knowledge  of 
how  a  school  house  ought  to  be  built,  and  no  means  of  acquiring  that 
knowledge.  If  a  single  copy  of  Barnard's  Architecture,  abridged,  could 
have  been  supplied  each  township  in  the  State,  making  some  two  thou- 
sand copies  in  all,  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  the  houses  built  in 
the  State  during  the  last  two  years,  would  have  been  improved  at  least 
one  hundred  per  cent  as  regards  both  convenience  and  looks,  and  have 
cost  the  people  no  more  than  they  have  now  cost.  The  exi)ense  of  a 
thousand  copies  of  that  or  some  similar  work,  in  an  abridged  form, 
would  not  have  exceeded  one  thousand  dollars.*  It  is  probable  that 
from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  school  houses  will  be  constructed 
in  the  State  during  the  next  two  years.  If  the  above  estimate  re&pect>- 
ing  their  improvement  in  style  and  convenience  be  only  approximately 
correct,  is  not  the  consideration  of  the  distribution  of  some  suitable  trea- 
rtise  upon  School  Architecture  a  subject  worthy  attention? 

If  any  one  doubts  the  intimate  relation  between  a  good  school  house 
:and  a  good  school,  let  him  enter  one  of  those  dilapidated  and  forlorn 
specimens  of  barbarity  still  to  be  foimd  in  the  country,  and  contemplate 
its  gloomy  and  forbidding  aspects ;  let  him  note  the  open  crevices  between 
the  logs,  the  rude  slab  seats,  slimy  walls,  rough  and  filthy  floor,  if  floor 
it  has  at  all,  and  after  he  has  carefully  observed  all  these,  let  him  turn 
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to  the  slovenly  and  nnhappy  inmates,  and  see  how  nearly  their  looks 
and  actions  correspond  with  the  surroundings;  how  exactly  their  recita- 
tions match  this  outward  condition  of  tilings. 

Let  him  then  visit  one  of  the  latter  day  school  houses,  with  which 
the  whole  country  is  beginning  to  abound.  As  he  approaches  it,  let  him 
witness  at  a  distance  its  neat  and  attractive  appearance.  Situated  in  some 
pleasant  grove,  or  if  on  the  open  prairie,  surrounded  by  young  trees, 
which  will  soon  serve  all  the  purposes  of  a  small  grove,  with  its  hand- 
some and  substantial  fence,  large  and  commodious  play  grounds,  con- 
venient and  tidy  out  buildings  and  appurtenances;  in  its  outward  ap- 
pearance having  all  the  attractions  of  a  pleasant  and  happy  home.  Having 
carefiiUy  surveyed  its  exterior,  let  him  enter  its  inviting  portal  and  wit- 
ness its  interior  appearance,  and  the  happy  scenes  there  being  enacted.  En- 
tering a  neat  hall  he  finds  on  either  side  a  reception  room  for  the  pupils 
of  each  sex,  in  which  are  carefully  deposited  the  outward  garments  that 
liave  been  laid  aside  before  entering  the  school.  These  are  always  in 
order,  since  each  scholar  has  a  regular  place  assigned  them,  which  cor- 
responds with  the  number  of  the  seat  such  scholar  occupies  in  the  school 
room.  Having  entered  the  main  room,  the  visitor  finds  the  ceiling 
about  twice  the  height  of  that  in  an  ordinary  dwelling;  a  large  portion 
of  the  side  walls  are  constructed  into  black  boards,  and  the  residue  are 
hung  with  outline  maps,  and  philosophical  and  chemical  charts.  A 
dock,  stationed  where  all  the  school  can  see  it,  marks  the  exact  time  of 
day.  The  scats,  mounted  on  iron  supports,  are  of  the  most  approved 
pattern,  and  combine  in  the  fullest  degree,  comfort,  taste  and  durability. 
The  teachers'  room  adjoining  contains  a  carefully  selected  library  be- 
longing to  the  district,  to  which  all  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  schol- 
ars, have  access;  and  such  apparatus  as  is  not  being  used.  The  heating 
api>aratus  and  the  means  of  ventilation  are  so  arranged  that  an  equable 
temperature  is  at  all  times  diffused  througliout  the  room;  so  that  no  pu- 
pil is  at  any  time  subjected  to  those  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  which 
render  an  attendance  upon  the  ordinary  school,  at  once  so  disagreeable 
and  so  dangerous. 

Having  seen  all  these  tilings,  let  him  now  turn  to  the  happy  faces  of 
the  teacher  and  his  pupils,  and  see  in  their  bright  and  intelligent  looks, 
the  reflection  of  the  surrounding  condition  of  things.  Progress  in  study, 
accurate  recitations,  neatness,  order  and  tasje  in  their  habits,  courteous 
manners,  refinement  and  true  politeness  distinguish  the  whole  school. 

The  explanation  of  this  wide  contrast  in  the  appearance  and  char- 
acter of  the  two  schools  is  by  no  means  difficult.     "Like  school  ko\3AQ^ 
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like  school,"  is  a  maxim  as  true  as  any  mathematical  problem.  Said 
one,  the  most  distinguished  of  modem  educators;  "show  us  a  school 
house  wliere  you  will,  which  by  the  combined  action  of  time  and  ruth- 
less hands  has  become  a  monument  of  dilapidation  and  ruin ;  present- 
ing, in  its  dingy  and  repulsive  aspect,  the  perfect  image  of  desolation 
and  cheerless  poverty,  and  we  will  show  you  a  school  in  perfect  keep- 
ing with  the  tenement  which  it  occupies." 

In  a  large  number  of  the  cities  and  villages  in  the  State  elegant  and 
substantial  school  buildings  have  been  erected,  which  are  both  an  orna- 
ment to  the  places  in  which  they  exist,  and  a  lasting  honor  to  the  in- 
habitants who  built  them.     The  most  of  these  buildings  are  constnicted 
with  special  reference  to  grading  the  schools ;  with  apartments  for  the 
primary,  intermediate  and  higher  classes.     The  taxes,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  these  buildings,  have  in  many  places  been  extremely  high ;  but 
they  have,  nevertheless,  been  freely  voted  and  freely  paid.    Wherever 
the  necessary  information  respecting  the  most  approved  methods  of  con- 
structing school  houses  has  been  possessed,  there,  in  all  cases,  it  is  be- 
lieved, such  houses  have  been  built.     Those  who  have  put  up  inferior 
and  inconv^enient  houses,  have  only  done  so  because  they  had  no  means 
of  knowing  how  to  do  better.     It  is  confidently  believed  that  an  appro- 
priation of  a  sufficient  siun  for  the  distribution  of  some  approved  work 
upon  the  subject  of  School  Architecture  would  be  productive  of  the 
most  beneficial  results.     Such  plans  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  of 
school  buildings,  may  be  found  in  the  appendix  of  this  report.     With- 
out the  necessary  appropriation,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  go  so  fully 
into  an  exliibition  of  the  most  approved  styles  of  School  Architecture, 
as  both  the  importance  of  the  subject  and  the  urgent  necessities  of  the 
State  in  this  respect  would  otherwise  have  warranted, 


SUPERYISIOK 

Notwithstanding  the  very  encouraging  results  of  the  last  two  years, 
and  the  general  impetus  given  to  the  cause  of  education  throughout  all 
portions  of  the  State  during  that  period,  it  must  be  frankly  confessed 
that,  to  the  careful  observer,  those  results  are  still  vastly  disproportion- 
ate to  the  enormous  expense  incurred.  Five  millions  of  money  should 
have  accompUshed  at  least  double  what  has  been  done  in  immediate 
results,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  constantly  increasing  efficiency  and 
usefulness  in  the  future.  If  this  statement  of  the  case  be  true,  and  it  is 
thought  that  no  one  who  has  carefully  watched  the  workings  of  the  sys- 
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tern  for  tlie  last  two  years  can  reasonably  doubt  it,  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
highest  moment  to  inquire  the  reasons  for  this  inefficiency,  and  discover, 
if  possible,  the  remedy  therefor.  The  opinion  is  exj)res8ed  elsewhere 
that  the  defects  in  our  present  school  system  are  radical  defects ;  and 
that  the  only  remedy  is  to  repeal  the  present  law  and  substitute  an  en- 
tirely new  one.  While,  therefore,  no  one  particular  cause  can  be  as- 
signed for  all  the  evils  complained  of,  there  is  one  defect  in  the  present 
system  more  glaring  than  all  others,  and  which  if  remedied  would  go 
far  towards  remedying  all  the  others. 

No  system  of  Common  Schools  has  ever  succeeded  in  this  country 
without  constant,  thorough  and  vigilant  6uper\dsion ;  and  just  in  pro- 
portion as  they  have  received  the  watchful  care  and  attention  of  duly 
authorized  agents,  have  they  been  successful,  and  accomplished  the  high 
ends  of  their  creation.  That  supen^ision  has  sometimes  becA  in  the 
form  of  visitinfi^  committees,  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district; 
sometimes  Town  Superintendents,  elected  by  the  people  of  a  town,  or 
tlie  Trustees  of  Schools ;  and  again  by  County  Suj)erintendents,  elected 
by  the  people  or  the  school  officers  of  the  county ;  but  in  all  cases  the 
supervision  has  been  of  the  most  thorough  and  active  character.  What- 
ever form  it  has  taken  in  the  various  States,  where  common  schools  have 
flourished,  it  has  always  existed,  and  been  one  of  the  prime,  moving 
Clauses  of  whatever  success  has  been  met  with. 

Tlie  able  Superintendent  of  Pennsylvania,  (Hon.  II.  C.  Hickok,)  who 
has  developed  and  perfected  the  best  system  of  School  Supervision  in 
any  State  in  the  Union,  as  truthfully  as  forcibly  remarks  in  his  last  re- 
port, while  discussing  this  subject :  "As  well  expect  to  sustain  the 
healthy  operations  of  our  complex  system  of  State  and  municipal  gov- 
ernment, without  county,  as  well  as  State  and  township  officers,  as  to 
build  up,  invigorate  and  sustain  the  colossal  fabric  of  the  Common 
School  System,  without  every  link  in  the  chain  of  executive  and  supervi- 
sory officers  complete  and  properly  adjusted.  The  history  of  the  system, 
from  its  origin  to  the  present  time,  supports  and  fortifies  the  theory." 

Similar  opinions  from  equally  high  sources  might  be  adduced  to  al- 
most any  extent,  showing  the  utter  futility  of  attempting  to  operate  a 
Free  School  System,  without  proper  supervisory  agents.  As  well  might 
the  long  line  of  railroads,  stretching  their  friendly  arms  over  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  State,  be  kept  in  successful  operation,  without  head 
Superintendents,  with  ample  assistants,  to  attend  to  their  general  move^ 
ments,  and  watchful  agents  stationed  everywhere  throughout  their  lines, 
to  carry  out  the  instructions  given  them,  and  oversee  the  local  a^^vc^  ^1 
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the  road,  as  a  complicated  Free  School  System  operate  itself.  As  the 
case  now  is,  we  have  no  such  thing  as  School  Supervision,  in  any  just 
sense  of  that  terra.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  is  con- 
fined to  his  office  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  burdened  with  more 
clerical  duties  than  ought  to  be  j>erfbrmed  by  any  one  man.  Indeed,  if 
the  duties  continue  to  increase  during  the  next  two  years  as  they  have 
during  the  last  two,  it  will  be  wholly  imjwssible  for  any  one  man  to  at- 
tend to  the  inside  duties  of  the  office  alone.  But  the  chief  Superinten- 
dent should  not  be  required  to  attend  altogether,  if  at  all,  to  such  duties. 
He  should  have  time  to  read,  to  think,  to  travel,  to  converse,  to  study  the 
practical  operation  of  the  system  throughout  the  State,  and  thus  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  the  important  functions  of  his  high  station.  The 
interests  committed  to  his  care  are  the  most  stupendous  and  far-reaching 
in  their  results,  of  any  that  can  possibly  be  committed  to  the  trust  of 
man.  The  undersigned  has  frequently  gone  to  his  office  in  the  morn- 
ing, after  having  devoted  the  entire  day  previous  to  letter  writing,  with 
the  hope  of  spending  a  single  hour  in  the  investigation  of  some  in- 
teresting educational  topic,  and  fomid  fifty,  and  not  imfrequently  as 
high  as  an  hundred  letters  awaiting  his  attention,  and  all  demanding 
immediate  answers.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  he  has  sometimes  felt  that 
more  was  demanded  of  him  than  reason  would  justify,  and  that  the 
State  acted  unwisely  in  thus  enslaving  her  public  servants? 

This  department  should  not  only  be  the  great  and  responsible  head 
of  the  entire  system,  but  it  should  be  in  constant  and  personal  contact 
with  all  parts  of  that  system.  As  it  is  now  organized,  it  is  impossible 
for  it  to  be  so.  Letters  from  all  parts  of  the  State  have  poured  in  here 
without  number,  urgently  inviting  the  undersigned  to  visit  certain  locali- 
ties and  address  Teachers'  Institutes,  assist  in  the  dedication  of  new 
school  buildings,  discuss  the  school  law  and  explain  to  deeply  interested 
parties  its  various  pro\dsions ;  and  to  perform  almost  numberless  other 
duties,  coming  legitimately  within  the  province  of  this  department.  It 
is  needless  to  say  that  all  such  invitations,  witli  an  occasional  ex- 
ception, have  had  to  be  declined.  It  need  not  seem  strange,  then,  if  ill- 
will  has  sometimes  sprung  up  towards  this  department,  and  its  loiie  oecu- 
pcmt^  among  those  imLacquainted  with  all  the  facts  in  the  case.  To  reme- 
dy this  evil,  and  to  render  the  assistance  indispensably  necessary  to  a 
proper  performance  of  the  duties  of  this  office,  the  legislature  is  recom- 
mended to  allow  my  successor  a  deputy,  with  a  sufficient  salary  to  com- 
mand the  services  of  an  experienced  and  able  man.  If  little  Massachu- 
setts, with  only  fourteen  counties,  with  a  school  system  an  hundred 
years  old,  where  all  her  school  afiairs  have  become  settled  and  thoroughly 
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understood  by  the  people,  needs  the  services  of  four  of  the  best  men 
in  the  State,  at  an  annual  expense  of  not  less  than  $6,500,  besides 
traveling  and  incidental  expenses ;  surely  Illinois,  witli  one  hundred 
counties,  with  all  her  school  afiairs  in  a  crude  and  formative  state,  can 
affi>rd  to  employ  at  least  two  men,  at  the  moderate  salaries  allowed  in 
this  State,  to  superintend  her  great  school  interests.  She  can  surely  af- 
ford to  pay  as  much  for  administering  the  school  afiairs  of  the  State,  as 
her  chief  city  pays  her  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  viz.,  $2,500, 
which  is  the  aimual  salary  paid  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools 
in  Cliicago. 

With  the  assistance  thus  aflbrded,  this  department  could  extend  the 
sphere  of  its  lal)ors,  and  at  once  become  what  it  is  intended  to  be — tlie  active 
head,  in  all  respects,  of  all  Common  School  movements  of  the  State. 
Teachers'  Institutes  could  be  held,  public  addresses  delivered,  the  law 
explained  to  local  ofliccrs,  the  j^cople  encouraged,  by  personal  appeal,  to 
establish  schools  where  there  were  none,  and  to  sustain  better  ones 
where  there  were,  and  generally,  with  the  adoption  of  the  State  and 
County  Super\'ision  herein  recommended,  the  cause  advanced  more  in 
three  years  than  it  can  now  be,  under  the  present  state  of  things,  in  ten; 
and  all  this  too  mthout  any  material  increase  in  expense. 

As  auxiliary  to  this,  and  it*  possible  a  still  more  necessary  link  in  the 
chain  of  supervisory  eflbrt,  the  law  regulating  the  election  and  duties  of 
Sch<^K>l  Commissioners  should  be  materiaUy  modified.  As  the  law  now 
stands,  it  is  unreasonable  to  ex})ect  the  commissioners  to  perform  the 
duties  required  of  them,  or  that  they  should  be  of  any  essential  ser\qce 
to  the  cause  they  represent.  That  "  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire," 
is  a  maxim  as  tnie  in  school  matters  as  all  others,  and  which  no  one  will 
deny.  Can  it  be  reasonably  expected  that  the  commissioners  will  visit  the 
schools  and  attend  to  all  the  multiform  educational  interests,  which  need  at- 
tention in  their  respective  counties,  without  compensation  ?  They  get  two 
per  cent,  for  receiving  and  paying  out  the  public  money,  and  that  duty 
the>  ituthfully  perform.  They  receive  one  dollar  for  examining  teachers 
and  gnmtbig  o^rtificates,  wliich  they  also  execute  as  well  as  can  be  ex- 
pected in  a  majority  of  cases.  But  beyond  this,  with  a  few  commenda- 
ble and  highly  praisewoi^y  c^xceptions,  they  do  little. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  ofiice  of  School  Commissioner 
be  80  far  modified  as  to  provide  for  the  e^f^c•tion,  once  in  throe  years  of  a 
Coimty  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  win »chall  be  conmiissioned 
by  the  State  Superintendent,  and  act  directly  muler  his  control.  To  re- 
move the  office  as  far  as  i)ossible  from  the  control  oi  'poYv\\Q^^\\\^^v5xx»ir3 
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Superintendent  should  be  elected  by  the  school  officers  of  each  county, 
and  the  question  of  qualification  shoidd  be  the  only  one  at  issue  in  his 
election. 

The  results  of  adopting  the  course  herein  recommended  may  bo  brief- 
ly stated  as  follows : 

1.  An  active,  thorough  and  vigilant  visitation  and  examination  of  all 
the  schools  in  the  county. 

2.  Greatly  increased  interest  by  all  the  township  school  oflScers  in 
tlieir  respective  duties. 

3.  Organized,  efiicient  and  well-attended  Teachers'  Institutes  and 
Associations  in  all  the  counties  in  the  State. 

4-.  More  frequent  visitation  on  the  part  of  parents,  and  a  livelier 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  system,  and  the  education  of  tlieir  chil- 
dren. 

5.  Improvement  in  school  houses,  grounds  and  furniture. 

6.  A  higher  estimation  of  the  profession  of  teacliing,  and  a  conse- 
quent increase  in  the  influence  and  standing  of  teachers  as  members  of 
society. 

7.  A  large  increase  in  the  number  of  well  qualified  teachers,  and  a 
consequent  diminution  in  number  of  those  found  to  be  inconqjetcnt  and 
unworthy. 

8.  A  general  dissemination  of  the  most  approved  methods  of  teach- 
ing, and  a  healthy  emulation  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  school  oflScers 
throughout  all  parts  of  the  State. 

And  what  is  vastly  more  important  than  all, 

9.  A  general  awakening  and  sustaining  of  a  healthy  public  senti- 
ment upon  the  subject  of  education,  and  an  active  co-oj^eration  on  the 
part  of  parents  and  guardians  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  schools. 

It  is  not  expected  that  all  the  results  stated  above,  and  many  more 
which  might  be  enumerated  as  likely  to  acenie,  would  imme<l'^'*^j  f*^l" 
low  the  adoption  of  the  plan  here  recommended,  but  it  i*  i^elieved  that 
a  majority  could  be  eflected  by  a  liiir  trial,  during  ^*e  first  three  years; 
and  that  the  ultimate  tendency  of  such  a  f^^  ^^  vigilant  supervision 
would  be  towards  the  complete  reali**"^^  ^f  Diore  than  all  the  benefits 
here  contemplated.  Aside,  too,  from  the  specific  duties  perfonned  by 
such  an  officer,  his  groat  value  consists  in  the  auxiliary  forces  he  brings 
to  bear  upon  nil  the  educational  interests  of  the  county.  If  competent,, 
and  well  deserving  the  post,  he  is  the  leader  of  all  the  educational  forces 
of  the  county;  "around  whom  school  officers  and  friends  of  education 
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can  rally,  and  with  whom  they  can  unite  in  support  of  the  system,  and 
in  the  furtherance  of  its  interests;  and  as  the  fruits  of  such  united  influ- 
ence, teachers  be  improved  and  encouraged;  the  best  men  elevated  to 
the  oflice  of  school  director,  and  their  hands  and  influence  greatly 
strengthened ;  parents  aroused  to  a  stronger  sense  of  their  duties  and 
responsibilities;  the  community  interested  and  prejudices  removed;  and 
in  the  end,  the  sustaining  and  powert*ul  influence  of  an  enlightened  puV 
lie  opinion  brought  to  the  support  of  this  public  system  of  education, 
that  shall  make  it  impregnable." 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  no  little  difliculty  would  be  experienced  in 
finding  the  right  man  for  the  post  in  all  cases;  and  that  in  some  counties 
such  a  man  would  not  always  be  selected  at  first;  but  time  and  a  little 
experience  would  speedily  remedy  such  temporary  defects,  and  the 
functions  of  such  an  officer  would  soon  become  vital  to  the  success  of 
the  whole  system. 

The  duties  of  such  an  officer  would  be  manifold  and  arduous.     Ilis 
first  duty  would  be  the  examination  of  teachers,  and  granting  of  certifi- 
cates.    But  as  such  an  examination,  however  searching  and  satisfactory, 
can  only  determine  the  theoretical  qualifications  of  teachers,  their  schol- 
arship and  supposed  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching;  it  is  highly  ne- 
cessary that  the  examiner,  before  the   certificate   is  granted  for  any 
given  length  of  time,  should  visit  the  school,  and  satisfy  himself,  by  per- 
s<mal  inspection  in  the  school  room,  of  the  skill  and  success  of  the 
teacher.     lie  could  then,  after  a  fair  trial,  discharge  the  incompetent 
and  unworthy,  and  assist  the  directors  in  procuring  one  who  was  in  all 
respects  competent  and  worthy.     Ilis  next  duty  would  be  to  organize 
Teachers'  Institutes,  and  conduct  the  same;  deliver  public  addresses,  in- 
terpret the  school  law  to  all  the  local  officers  in  the  county,  detennine 
all  cases  of  school  difficulties  which  might  occur,  and  which  should  then 
only  be  taken  to  the  State  Superintendent  on  appeal;   act  as  the  cor- 
respondent and  responsible  agent  of  this   de])artment;  to  which  ho 
should  annually  6ul)mit  a  minute  and  detailed  statement  of  all  liis  trans- 
actions during  the  year;  the  number,  kind  and  class  of  schools  in  the 
county;  the  course  and  methods  of  instruction  pursued,  and  the  branches 
taught;  the  general  state  of  public  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion ;  the  special  means  being  used  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  schools; 
the  changes  in  his  opinion  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  school  law  to 
render  it  more  efficient  and  more  acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  county; 
and  generally,  to  be  the  everywhere  present  and  all  efficient  agent  in 
building  up  to  the  utmost  the  great  interests  committed  to  his  care. 
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Tlie  qualifications  needed  for  a  proper  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of 
Bucli  a  post  can  hardly  be  over  estimated.  Tlie  occupant  should  be  at 
once  an  acknowledged  gentlemen,  a  practical  teacher  and  a  rij)e  scholar. 
A  ready  public  speaker  and  a  good  writer,  he  should  have  had  experience 
in  the  school  room  and  among  men.  And  above  all  should  he  have  a 
love  for  the  undertaking,  the  energy  to  succeed,  and  the  native  ability 
and  tact  to  seize  hold  of  all  the  elements  at  his  control,  mould]them  at  his 
will,  and  compel  success,  however  reluctant,  to  crown  his  efforts. 

A  new  power  would  thus  be  introduced  into  the  system,  which  would 
at  once  give  it  vitality  and  life,  its  dormant  energies  would  be  quicken- 
ed into  acti\  ity,  and  the  life  blood  jflowing  from  a  coimnon  centre, 
through  the  active  agencies  thus  set  at  work,  would  permeate  the  farthest 
extremities,  and  cause  the  whole  system  to  start  forth,  renewed  and 
reinvigorated  by  the  life-giving  influences  thus  brought  to  bear  upon  it 
As  before  renuirked,  some  provision  for  a  more  thorough  supervision  of 
tlie  educational  interests  of  the  State  is  considered  of  vital  importance 
to  the  success  of  the  present  Free  School  System;  and  as  embodying  the 
views  herein  expressed,  the  undersigned  has  prepared  a  bill,  making 
such  modifications  in  the  j^resent  plan  as  has  been  considered  essential, 
which  will  be  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.  Either 
the  Legishiture  shoTild  abolish  the  offices  of  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  and  County  Commissioner  altogether,  or  they  should  pn)vide 
for  a  more  efficient  administration  of  all  the  duties  of  those  officers.  It 
is  either  essential  to  have  the  great  Free  School  System  of  the  State  ef- 
ficiently and  thorougldy  administered,  or  it  is  not  worth  while  to  attempt 
to  administer  it  at  all.  The  one  course  or  the  other  should  be  adc>pted. 
As  it  is,  the  schools  are  literally  dnigging  themselves  along,  at  an  enor- 
mous expenditure  of  money,  and  all  for  the  want  of  a  more  efficient  and 
vigilant  administration.  "Will  not  the  Legislature  give  the  subject  that 
careful  consideration  which  its  merits  demand  i 


SCHOOL  DISTIilCT  LIBRARIES. 

Tluit  a  judiciously  situated  public  lil)rary  is  an  important,  if  not  indis- 
pensable adjunct  to  a  common  school,  I  believe  has  never  been  disputed 
by  any  high  educational  authority  in  this  countr}\  It  has  been  recog- 
uized  and  adopted  as  such  in  most,  if  not  all  of  the  older  states  where 
the  common  school  has  an  existence,  and  has  invariably  been  one  of 
tlie  first  ineusures  to  follow  the  establishment  ^of  the  Free  School  Sys- 
tem in  the  new. 
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I  have  ever  considered  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  public  libraries, 
which  should  be  free  to  all  the  inhabitants,  both  young  and  old,  as  a 
great  public  measure  of  the  first  importance  to  the  people  of  any  State. 
Accordingly,  on  assuming  the  duties  of  this  office,  the  first  subject  which 
engaged  my  attention,  after  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  State  ^formal  School,  was  to  adopt  some  plan  whereby  a  system  of 
public  libraries  could  be  successfully  introduced  throughout  the  state. 
The  task,  at  first,  seemed  a  much  more  difficult  one  than  it  has  since 
proved  to  be,  as  the  mode  adopted  was  then  entirely  untried  in  this 
country.  In  all  the  states  in  the  Union,  where  systems  of  public  libra- 
ries had  been  established,  the  State  had  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
their  introduction,  and  borne  the  whole,  or  at  least  a  portion  of  the 
expense.  But  with  the  firm  determination  on  the  part  of  the  people^ 
and  their  representatives,  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness  of  the  State, 
before  any  considerable  appropriations  were  made  for  any  other  object, 
however  beneficial;  and  with  the  heavy  burden  of  taxation  already 
resting  upon  the  people,  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  appeal  to  the 
legislature  to  do  what  the  legislatures  of  all  the  other  States,  which  have 
systems  of  public  libraries,  had  done  before  it.  A  plan  for  their  volun- 
tary introduction,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  allowing  school  direct- 
ors to  purchase  libraries  and  levy  taxes  to  pay  for  the  same,  was,  there- 
fore, devised,  and  has  thus  far  been  most  successfully  carried  out. 

And  so  entirely  satisfied  am  I  of  the  entire  practicability  and  suc- 
cess of  the  plan  adopted,  and  of  its  desirableness  and  ultimate  utility 
compared  with  that  adopted  by  the  States  which  have  introduced  libra- 
ries by  State  appropriations,  that  I  should  be  slow  to  accept  the  aid  of 
the  state  now,  if  she  had  an  abundance  of  means  at  her  disposal,  and 
an  appropriation  for  that  purpose  could  be  readily  obtained.  The  fact 
is,  that  which  is  easily  obtained  is  never  highly  prized.  A  library  coming 
from  the  State  is  looked  upon  as  a  free  gift,  tliough  it  may  have  cost  the 
inhabitants  of  a  district  as  much  as  it  would  have  done  had  the  money 
been  raised  by  district  tax  for  the  purpose  of  purcliasiug  one.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  library  purchased  directly  by  a  district,  and  because  it 
desired  one,  is  almost  as  highly  prized  as  one  belonging  to  an  individual; 
as  each  inhabitant  then  feels  that  he  or  she  has  a  personal  interest  in  it^ 
and  will,  therefore,  be  much  more  likely  to  read  it,  and  be  profited  by 
it  Again,  in  several  of  the  States  where  libraries  have  been  introduced 
by  state  appropriations,  there  has  always  been  fomid  a  considerable 
party  opposed  to  such  an  extension  of  the  State's  responsibility;  and. 
Buch  opposition,  breaking  out  through  the  public  press,  and  otherwise, 
has  always  materially  impaired  the  usefulness  and  Bucces>a  ot  \Xi"^  ^^^\,^TSi.. 
—3 
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I  am  aware  that  the  universal  practice  of  the  whole  country  is  oi>posed 
to  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  that  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  public 
libraries  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  people  id  thus  far  an  untried 
experiment.  Dr.  Kyerson,  (the  very  able  and  distinguished  superin- 
tendent of  the  schools  of  Upper  Canada,)  who  has  bestowed  more  atten- 
tion upon  the  subject  than  any  other  man  in  the  country,  in  speaking  of 
the  different  methods  of  introducing  public  Hbrarics  in  the  United  States, 
uses  the  following  language.  "In  all  their  systems  of  public  school 
libraries,  there  is  one  principle  which  I  think  is  essential,  and  which 
should  invariably  be  adhered  to — that  is,  the  principle  of  granting  pubUc 
aid  upon  the  condition  of  local  exertion,  and  of  making  the  bestow- 
ment  of  the  former,  instrumental  in  the  development  of  the  latter." 

This  has  unquestionably  been  the  theory  of  all  the  American  States, 
which  have  attempted  the  introduction  of  public  libraries.  In  some  of 
them,  however,  "local  exertion"  has  been  entirely  discarded  in  practice, 
and  the  state,  by  a  general  appropriation,  hafi  furnished  the  means  for 
the  introduction  of  such  libraries.  Such  was  the  case  in  Ohio  and 
Indiana.  The  legislatures  of  those  states  made  annual  appropriations 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  public  Hbrarics;  and  vested  the  Superin- 
tendents of  Public  Instruction  with  power  to  purchase  such  books,  as  in 
their  judgment,  were  suitable  for  that  purpose.  The  j^eople  of  the 
school  districts  had  no  voice  whatever,  either  in  the  selection  of  the 
books,  composing  the  libraries,  or  in  determining  whether  they  would 
have  a  library  or  not.  And  the  same  argument  which  justiiied  a  gen- 
eral tax  for  the  support  of  Free  Schools  was  held  to  justify  a  general 
appropriation  for  library  purposes.  But  Free  Schools  are  only  estab- 
lished by  governments,  because  the  people,  in  their  primary  capacity, 
do  not  and  will  not  themselves,  sustain  them.  When  once  success- 
iiilly  established,  the  work  of  introducing  public  libraries  by  State 
appropriation,  is  held  to  be  a  work  of  supererogation.  As  well  might 
the  legislature  say  that  the  people  should  have  school  houses  to  keep 
their  schools  in.  The  introduction  of  the  public  library  as  naturally 
follows  the  establishment  of  Free  Schools,  as  the  building  of  school 
houses.  The  one  is  as  indispensable  to  a  good  school  as  the  other. 
"Whatever  then  may  be  thought  of  "the  principle  of  granting  public  aid 
upon  the  condition  of  local  exertion,"  there  is  certainly  no  good  ground 
for  discarding  the  latter  altogether;  and  forcing  ui)on  a  people  what 
they  would  speedily  adopt  if  left  to  the  free  exercise  of  their  own  better 
judgments. 

Burke  has  well  said,  that,  "it  is  the  first  problem  in  legislation  to 
determine  what  the  State  ought  to  take  upon  itself  to  direct  by  public 
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wisdom,  and  what  it  ought  to  leave,  with  as  little  interference  as  possible, 
to  individual  exertion."  It  has  been  contended,  and  not  without  reason, 
that,  if  the  adoption  of  Free  Schools  could  be  left  to  the  direct  vote  of 
the  inhabitants  of  each  district  in  the  State,  instead  of  forcing  them  by 
State  authority,  oftentimes  upon  an  unwilling  people,  their  ultimate  use- 
fulness would  have  been  very  greatly  enhanced,  and  their  final  and 
universal  triumph  far  more  certain.  The  more  enlightened  districts 
would  immediately  have  adopted  them,  and  their  contagious  influence 
is  such  that  they  would  speedily  have  spread  over  the  entire  State. 
But  be  that  as  it  may,  when  once  established,  and  thoroughly  grounded 
in  the  affections  of  the  people;  a  system  of  public  libraries  is  so  natural 
and  so  necessary  an  adjunct — so  manifestly  indispensable  to  the  highest 
success  of  a  Free  School  system,  and  this  fact  is  so  apparent  to  all,  that 
they  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  people  readily  adopt,  what 
they  so  clearly  see  to  be  for  their  own  best  interests.  As  entirely  conr 
elusive  on  this  point,  I  refer,  with  proud  satisfaction,  to  what  has  already 
been  accomplished  in  this  State,  and  to  the  highly  encouraging  prospects 
of  the  fixture. 

After  a  full  and  free  consultation,  afld  mature  investigation  of  the 
whole  subject,  on  the  part  of  a  number  of  the  leading  friends  of  educa- 
tion throughout  the  State,  who  had  kindly  consented  to  assume  a  part 
of  the  responsibility  of  so  important  a  trust ;  it  was  detennined  to  select 
a  series  of  four  separate  libraries,  to  cost  fifty  dollars  each,  and  each 
to  be  composed  of  diflerent  books.  (For  a  list  of  the  books  comprising 
the  libraries,  see  appendix.)  The  utility  of  having  several  district 
libraries,  instead  of  a  single  one,  composed  of  a  greater  number  of 
books,  has  been  most  clearly  illustrated  in  their  introduction.  District 
number  one,  being  a  large  and  w-ealthy  district,  and  having  a  large 
surplus  fimd  at  its  command,  may  wish  to  purchase  a  library  costing 
two  hundred  dollars;  in  which  cjise  it  takes  the  whole  series,  as  each 
library  is  comp<Jsed  of  different  w^orks.  Again,  district  number  two  may 
also  desire  a  library;  but  being  a  small  district,  and  having  only  a  limi- 
ted amount  of  means  at  its  control,  it  can  only  purchase  a  fifty  dollar 
library;  in  which  case  it  buys  library  number  one,  and  defers  to  a  future 
time  the  purchase  of  the  residue  of  the  series. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  the  books  composing  these  libraries  were  select- 
ed with  the  utmost  discrimination,  and  with  a  wise  referance  to  the  un- 
told influence  they  will  have  in  moulding  the  future  character  and  des- 
tiny of  the  youth  of  the  State.  Those  who  selected  them  were  constant>- 
ly  impressed  with  the  thought  that  they  were  engiiged  in  a  deei>ly  re- 
sponsible work — a  work  whose  influence  w^ould  sweep  on  down  the 
long  line  of  the  future,  many  years  after  they  had  passed  \>^^'o\i"ii  \\\^ 
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pale  of  all  earthly  responsibility.  The  almost  universal  commendation 
bestowed  upon  the  selections,  by  highly  competent  and  disinterested 
judges ;  as  well  in  other  States,  as  our  own,  has  led  me  to  hope  that 
no  great  errors  have  been  conunitted  in  that  most  important  branch  of 
the  undertaking. 

It  was  thought  that  the  great  leading  interest  of  Agriculture  in  our 
State — an  interest  that  lies  at  the  very  foundation  of  all  our  success  in 
the  past,  and  the  one  upon  which  we  must  mainly  rely  for  whatever  of 
material  prosperity  or  greatness  may  await  us  in  future — demanded  that 
a  system  of  Public  Libraries,  designed  principally  for  the  reading  of 
those  who  do  now,  or  will  in  the  future  till  the  soil,  should  be  composed  in 
part  of  standard  works  upon  that  and  kindred  subjects.  I  acconlingly 
addressed  a  largo  number  of  letters  to  leading  friends  of  the  industrial 
interests  of  the  State,  inviting  them  to  select  a  series  of  works  upon  tho 
subject  of  Agriculture,  Ilorticidture,  the  Mechanic  Arts,  &c. ;  which 
were  promptly  responded  to,  the  request  complied  with,  and  the  works 
upon  those  subjects,  found  in  the  various  Libraries,  determined  upon, 
after  a  careful  comparison  of  the  respective  merits  of  all  the  standard 
works  published  in  this  countty.  It  will  be  a  sufficient  guaranty  of 
their  worth  to  tho  farmers  of  the  State,  to  know  that  tliey  were  selected 
by  such  men  as  Kennicott,  Turner,  Francis,  Ellsworth,  Mun*ay,  Johns 
and  others,  equally  distinguished  in  the  sphere  they  so  largely  fill,  and 
equally  anxious  to  advance  the  great  interests  to  which  they  are  devo- 
ting their  lives. 

The  aim  has  been  to  select  for  each  library  standard  works  upon  as 
wide  a  range  of  subjects  as  possible,  and  also  to  represent  as  fai*  as  could 
be  done,  all  the  leading  American  authors.  No  little  difficulty  was 
found  in  making  up  a  variety  upon  all  the  subjects  represented  in  so 
small  a  library.  It  will,  however,  be  seen  that  every  branch  of  Eng- 
lish Literature  has  a  representative  in  each  library.  History,  Biogra- 
phy, Science,  Travels,  Poetry  and  general  Literature,  all  have  a  i)lace 
side  by  side,  and  will  all  have  their  influence  in  making  up  the  charac- 
ter of  the  future  citizens  of  the  State.  And  who  will  attemj^t  to  esti- 
mate the  length  and  breadth  of  that  influence  ?  "VHio  can  tell  what 
hidden  springs  of  power  and  greatness  will  be  quickened  into  life  and 
activity,  by  the  sympathetic  action  of  mind  upon  mind  thus  brought 
into  contact?  What  intellects  thus  kindled  into  being  shall  not  como 
forth  from  obscurity  to  dazzle  the  world  with  their  effiilgent  greatness  I 
The  influence  a  system  of  public  libraries  has  in  developing  tho  fu- 
ture character  and  career  of  the  people  of  a  State,  can  no  more  be  esti- 
MLoted,  than  the  agency  each  species  of  food  has  in  building  up  and 
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strengthening  the  physical  frame.  They  offer  the  only  means  of  self-cul- 
ture afforded  to  a  large  majority  of  the  youth  of  the  State.  A  bare 
acquaintance  with  the  elements  of  knowledge  imperfectly  obtained  in 
our  Common  Schools,  goes  but  a  little  ways  towards  the  perfection  aind 
complete  development  of  the  human  mind.  Our  higher  institutions  of 
learning,  where  a  more  thorough  culture  is  to  be  had,  and  a  more  ex- 
tended and  cheering  survey  of  the  field  of  himian  knowledge  can  b« 
enjoyed,  are,  for  the  present,  effectually  closed  against  those  who  would 
avail  themselves  of  their  advantages,  if  they  had  the  means  to  do  so ; 
and  might  almost  as  well  not  exist  at  all,  so  far  as  any  benefits  are  di- 
rectly derived  from  them  by  the  great  mass  of  the  children  of  the  State. 
But  a  Public  Library  is  a  constant  well  of  knowledge — ^inexhaustible 
and  unfailing.  The  Common  School  is  the  spring,  and  the  Public 
Library  the  ever  flowing  stream  of  knowledge,  meandering  through  all 
the  changes  and  vicissitudes  of  life,  from  wliich  the  tired  and  thirsty 
traveler  may  continually  drink. 

A  love  for  reading,  like  a  love  for  study,  is  seldom  acquired  except 
in  our  youth.  It  is  then  that  habits  of  study  and  reading  are  formed, 
if  formed  at  all.  As  without  schools,  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
would  continue  through  life  without  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  reading 
and  writing,  so  without  suitable  libraries  placed  within  their  reach,  the 
young  would  never  acquire  a  taste  for  reading.  To  acquire  a  love  for 
reading  is  as  indespensible  as  to  know  how  to  read ;  just  as  to  know  how 
to  navigate  a  ship  is  as  necessary  to  cross  the  ocean,  as  to  have  a  ship. 
If  there  is  any  one  fault  in  our  American  Systems  of  Education,  more 
glaring  than  all  others,  it  is  that  we  have  constantly  been  more  anxious 
to  impart  the  means  of  acquiring  an  education,  than  to  inspire  a  love  of 
the  use  of  those  means  when  obtained.  Children  are  sent  to  school  and 
taught  to  read,  but  the  means  of  putting  into  practice  the  art  they  hava 
acquired  at  so  much  labor  and  expense  is  not  unfrequently  never  placed 
within  their  reach.  Middle  life  finds  them  where  the  school  left  them, 
and  as  old  age  creeps  on  apace,  they  look  back  through  the  long  line  of 
their  own  narrow  experience,  to  see  the  sun  of  their  childhood  radient 
with  the  bright  promise  of  constantly  increasing  knowledge  and  power, 
setting  alas !  in  obscurity  and  darkness. 

Tlie  Common  School  but  lays  the  foundation  of  an  education — fur- 
nishes the  implements  with  which  the  future  citizen  of  the  State  may 
build  up  and  complete  the  just  proportions  of  a  well  balanced  and  edu- 
cated mind.  How  necessary  then  that  the  means  of  self-improvement 
should  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  the  youth  of  the  Stat^.  IxAfe^^L^^ 
good  library  has  come  to  be  regarded  by  our  most  expenene^di  «a^^\^^D^r 
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ened  educationists,  as  quite  as  indispensable  to  a  good  school,  as  a  good 
teacher,  or  a  good  school  house.  It  is  now  even  regarded  in  many  pla- 
ces as  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  teacher  to  encourage  in  the  minds  of 
hia  pupils  a  taste  for  reading,  by  selecting  each  day  and  reading  or 
reciting  before  the  whole  school,  instructing  and  thrilling  incidents  in 
the  lives  of  individuals,  or  by  assigning  to  them  as  themes  for  their 
essays  and  compositions  important  historical  facts  and  events  to  be  found 
in  the  volimies  of  the  library.  And  not  a  few  of  our  most  successful 
teachers  ai*e  reluctant  to  engage  in  schools  'where  their  pupils  are  de- 
nied access  to  good  libraides ;  for  they  well  know  the  influence  such 
libraries  invariably  have  in  prompting  those  under  their  care  to  habits 
of  study  and  thought,  to  liigher  aspirations,  and  to  nobler  aims.  Hence, 
it  is,  that  Inany  of  our  most  enlightened  statesmen  have  expressed  the 
belief  that  a  mere  knowledge  of  the  elements  obtained  at  our  Common 
Schools,  coupled  with  the  firm  habit  and  love  of  reading  so  readily  im- 
bibed in  the  rural  districts,  is  a  far  surer  guaranty  of  future  usefulness  or 
distinguished  position  in  life,  than  all  the  mental  training  of  the  higher 
schools;  entailed  as  it  is  with  the  long  line  of  peniicious  habits  and 
destroying  vices  contracted  at  our  American  Colleges. 

The  present  is  preeminently  an  age  of  improvement.  The  last  centu- 
ry has  witnessed  an  unfolding  of  all  the  elements  of  individual  and  na- 
tional greatness,  to  which  no  previous  period  in  the  history  of  the  world 
can  funiish  a  parallel.  Science,  the  mighty  mother  of  the  modem 
world,  is  constantly  imlblding  new  truths,  and  exliibiting  new  principles 
to  the  wondering  gaze  of  astonished  man — commerce,  with  her  white 
wings,  is  encircling  the  globe — even  the  elements,  once  the  greatest 
terror  of  man,  have  been  made  submissive  to  his  all  conquering  will. 
The  shadows,  that  hstlessly  play  about  in  the  idle  wind  are  made  to 
^aint  his  image,  and  the  chained  lightning  to  convey  his  thoughts  with 
the  rapidity  of  light,  over  moimtain  tops,  and  through  the  silent 
depths  of  the  ocean,  to  the  farthermost  parts  of  the  earth.  That  great 
cementer  of  human  interests — ^the  Eailroad — ^is  continually  bringing 
distant  States  into  friendly  contact,  and  mouldmg  the  discordant  and 
conflicting  races  of  man  into  a  single  brotherhood.  The  Press — that 
greatest  public  educator  and  benefactor  of  modem  times — is  constantly 
solving  the  mysterious  problem  of  human  existence,  and  leading  man 
on  to  a  higher  and  holier  destiny.  Geology  is  delving  in  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  exhuming  from  the  tomb  of  ages  the  elements  of 
material  greatness.  Chemistry  is  daily  discovering  new  truths,  or 
making  new  uses  of  old  ones;  and  by  its  application  of  scientific  prin- 
ciples to  the  mixture  of  soils  and  adaptation  of  climates,  is  causing  the 
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whole  earth  to  blossom  as  the  rose.  Nor  is  the  accumulated  wisdom  of 
ages  any  longer  confined  to  the  palaces  of  kings,  or  the  closets  of  seclu- 
ded monasteries.  It  is  difinsed  through  all  ranks  and  classes  of  society, 
until  it  has  become  the  crowning  glory  of  modern  times,  and  especially 
of  our  republican  institutions,  that  whatever  of  beauty  tends  to  refine 
and  elevate  the  spirit,  whatever  of  science  gives  man  dominion  over  the 
forces  of  nature,  whatever  of  art  can  adorn  and  beautify,  and  whatever 
of  nature  can  elevate  and  instruct,  is  rendered,  by  the  universal  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge,  the  common  inlieritance  of  all. 

A  system  of  Public  Libraries  is  the  most  approved  and  direct  means 
of  rendering  this  general  spread  of  intelligence  accessible  to  all.  The 
poorest  boy  in  the  State — the  most  obscure  and  remote  dweller  from  the 
great  highways  of  travel  and  civilization — may  draw  from  the  inex- 
haustable  sources  of  such  a  fount,  the  spirit  and  inspiration,  which,  in 
after  life,  will  render  him  more  than  a  match  for  the  most  accomplished 
offspring  of  the  city — the  pride  at  once  of  the  State  and  age  in  which 
he  lives.  For  what  lad  can  dwell  upon  the  life  and  character  of  the 
"Father  of  his  Countrj',"  as  portrayed  by  his  last  and  most  inimitable 
biographer,  and  not  drink  in  something  of  the  life  and  the  spirit  which  so 
ennobled  him?  How  can  the  ardent  and  aspiring  American  youth 
make  himself  for  years  the  close  companion  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity 
— ^who  have  ^illustrated  the  highest  forms  of  humanity — how  can  he 
have  pondered  their  words  and  tlieir  acts,  moved  under  their  eye,  and 
breathed  their  air  through  all  the  quick  and  susceptible  years  of  his 
growing  life,  without  having  his  soul  lifted  up  into  congenial  heights, 
and  his  spirit  filled  with  the  power  and  the  life  which  so  distinguished 
them.  How  can  he  have  traced  the  history  of  a  Clay,  Webster  or 
Benton,  of  a  Fulton,  Morse  or  Kane,  from  their  lowly  beginnings  to  the 
highest  pinnacles  of  eartlily  fame,  without  being  inspired  to  imitate  their  ' 
examples,  and  to  reach  their  end?  Genious  belongs  to  no  single  age  or 
favored  class.  It  is  equally  the  birthright  of  all  ages  and  all  classes. 
The  boy  that  fifty  years  hence  may  fill  the  largest  measure  of  fame  in 
the  eye  of  the  first  nation  on  the  surface  of  the  globe,  m^y  this  day  be 
an  obscure  dweller  on  some  lone  prairie  of  this  young  State.  It  is  then 
of  the  utmost  practical  importance  to  the  future  individual  inhabitants 
of  the  State,  that  the  means  of  self-improvement  be  placed  within  the 
reach  of  all,  and  that  none  are  denied  the  untold  advantages  of  so  ines- 
timable a  boon. 

But  not  alone  is  this  question  one  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  in- 
dividuals; for  not  alone  are  thej  to  be  benefited  by  ftie^  Vve>^o\xv  ^sA 
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the  culture  thus  obtained.  It  is  the  State  which  is  to  be  the  most 
profited  by  it.  Primarily  she  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  those  mate- 
'  rial  improvements  which  invariably  follow  the  general  spread  of  intet 
ligence;  and  secondarily  she  will  have  secured  those  enduring  interests 
upon  which  her  glory  and  renown  must  at  last  depend.  For  there  is 
nothing  lasting  in  a  nation's  greatness  but  its  conquests  in  the  realms  of 
intellect,  its  achievements  in  the  domains  of  science,  its  contributions 
to  the  noble,  the  lofty,  the  heroic,  and  the  innnortal.  Tlie  glory  of 
Athens,  and  the  power  and  pomp  of  Rome,  have  alike  passed  away, 
while  the  splended  production  of  letters  and  of  art,  the  perfect  models 
of  excellence  in  character  and  conduct — the  bright  examples  of  valor 
and  of  virtue  their  sons  bequeathed  to  the  world — will  endure  tlirough 
all  ages. 

If  intelligence  is  the  price  of  liberty,  so  is  slavery  the  penalty  of  ig- 
norance. We  must  furnish  books  or  bonds.  We  must  pay  for  the  ed- 
ncation  of  the  people;  for  the  training  up  of  our  children  to  habits  of 
thinking,  of  virtue  and  of  econemy,  or  we  must  pay  for  prisons  and 
chains.  Unless  the  right  habits  and  tastes  are  early  imbibed,  and  tha 
proper  associations  formed — unless  our  youth,  during  the  years  of 
their  minority,  leani  to  love  reading  and  study,  instead  of  gaming  and 
drinking — the  good,  the  beautiful  and  the  true,  instead  of  the  vicious^ 
the  licentious  and  the  wicked — the  State  can  have  no  enduring  prosperity, 
nor  her  citizens  any  lasting  happiness.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost 
practical  importance  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  State,  that  all  the  means 
of  mental  and  moral  imi^rovement  should  be  placed  within  the  reach  of 
aU;  that  none  of  her  children  should  be  excluded  from  the  high  privi- 
lege of  becoming  intelligent  and  useful  citizens,  and  shedding  the  lus- 
tre of  an  increasing  fame  upon  the  noble  State  of  their  birth  or 
adoption. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  any  farther  the  benefits  such  a  sys- 
tem of  Public  Libraries  will  confer  upon  both  the  citizen  and  the  StatOw 
They  are  clearly  apparent  to  all,  as  is  most  satisfactorily  manifested  by 
the  Interest  taken  in  their  introduction  by  all. 

One  thousand  of  these  Ubraries  have  already  been  introduced  into  thB 
Tarious  school  districts  of  the  State,  and  a  large  number  of  the  directors 
of  the  remaining  districts  have  signified  to  this  depai-tment  their  inten- 
tion of  procuring  them  the  next  year,  or  at  the  earliest  period  that  their 
financial  condition  will  admit  of.  It  may  therefore  be  reasonably  calctt- 
lated  that  at  least  a  majority  of  the  ten  thousand  school  districts  in  the 
State  will  have  voluntarily  supphed  themselves  with  one  or  more  librar 


ries  \dtliin  three  years  from  the  time  of  their  selection;  and  that  a 
large  number  of  the  remaining  districts  will  speedily  imitate  so  noblB 
sn  example. 

UNION  GEADED  SCHOOLS— ACADEMIES. 

It  has  long  been  urged  as  an  objection  to  sending  advanced  pupils  to 
flie  Common  Schools,  that  they  were  there  necessarily  associated  pro- 
miscuously with  the  younger  scholars  and  those  less  advanced  in  their 
studies;  and  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  teacher  of  such  a  school, 
composed  of  all  classes  and  grades  of  scholars,  to  bestow  that  amount  of 
attention  upon  the  advanced  pupils  which  was  essential  to  their  highest 
guccess.  That  where  the  school  was  composed  mostly  of  small  children, 
and  generally  too  greatly  crowded  in  numbers,  the  teacher's  time  was 
mostly  consumed  in  teaching  the  primary  branches,  for  which  the  school 
was  mainly  estalished,  and  that  therefore  schools  of  a  higher  grade,  and 
more  exclusive  character,  were  demanded,  where  the  more  advanced 
branches  could  be  pursued  without  the  necessary  hindrences  and  nu- 
merous inconveniences  incident  to  their  study  in  the  Public  Schoola, 
This  objection  is  still  urged  by  those  who  have  no  othor  reason  for  re- 
fusing to  send  their  older  and  more  advanced  scholars  to  the  Common 
School.  And  seemingly  so  well  founded  has  been  this  exception  to  the 
Public  School,  and  so  tardy  the  appUcation  of  any  adequate  remedy, 
that,  for  more  than  two  centuries  the  private  Academy  and  Seminary 
have  been  considered  indispensable  links  in  our  American  systems  of 
education.  Thousands  of  them  have  existed  and  flourished  in  all  parts 
of  the  country.  No  paper  city  has  been  so  obscure,  or  ^^llage  so  re- 
mote, as  not  to  boast  its  Academy  or  Seminary. 

And  while  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  good  influences  of  these  insti- 
tutions upon  the  Pubhc  Schools  and  vice  versa,  have  been  to  some  consid- 
erable extent  reciprocal,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  private  Academies 
and  Seminaries  have  done  more  to  retard  the  progress  and  sap  the  life 
Uood  of  the  Common  Schools  of  this  country  than  aU  other  causes  put  to- 
gether. The  principles  upon  which  they  are  established  are  essentially  an- 
tagonistic; they  are  rivals  from  first  to  last  in  their  claims  for  support.  The 
Common  School  is  established  and  supported  upon  the  principles  of  re- 
publican equality.  Its  doors  are  thrown  wide  open  to  all  the  children 
of  the  district — rich  and  poor,  high  and  low — alike.  All  are  admitted 
to  its  pri\'ileges  upon  a  perfect  equality.  But  as  any  school  is  depen- 
dent to  a  considerable  extent  upon  the  kind  of  scholars  of  \^\i\q\\\V\^ 
composed  for  its  ycogress  and  success,  it  needs  the  test  material  m  the 
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district  as  well  as  the  poorest  to  give  it  tone  and  character.  Every  one 
acquainted  with  the  practical  workings  of  a  school  room  knows  the  in- 
fluence exerted  by  an  intelligent,  advanced  class  of  pupils.  Their  ex- 
ample is  worth  as  much  as  an  ordinary  teacher  to  the  residue  of  the 
school.  They  give  the  school  life  and  character.  Tlie  more  backward 
pupils  have  a  daily  example  to  look  up  to — a  mark  to  reach ;  and  thus 
a  constant  stimulus  and  life  is  given  to  the  whole  school  which  can  be 
exerted  in  no  other  way. 

The  Academy  on  the  other  hand  is  aristocratic.  Only  those  able  to 
pay  the  stipulated  entrance  fee  can  ever  gain  admittance  to  its  sacred 
walls.  It  is  especially  established  for  the  accommodation  of  the  older 
and  more  advanced  pupils.  They  attend  it,  and  thus  the  Common 
School  is  robbed  of  one  of  the  prime  elements  of  success.  Shorn  of 
its  greatest  strength,  with  a  teacher  of  limited  quahfications  assigned  it, 
the  Common  School  drags  out  a  miserable  existence  beneath  tlie  shadow 
of  its  more  fortunate  rival,  if  indeed  it  exists  at  all.  Such  has  been  the 
practical  operation  of  the  attempt  to  sustain  Public  and  Private  Schools 
the  countrv  over,  until  the  recent  successful  introduction  of  the  Graded 
System  into  the  Common  Schools.  By  the  plan  adopted,  the  Public 
Schools  are  made  in  all  respects  the  equals  of  the  Private  Schools,  and 
in  very  many  particulars,  their  superior.  They  offer  all  the  facilities  for 
advanced  pupils  enjoyed  in  the  Private  Schools;  w^hile  they  afford  infi- 
nitely superior  opportunities  to  the  younger  pupils,  and  possess  the  incal- 
culable advantage  of  being  fkee  to  all. 

In  this  State,  the  superiority  of  the  Union  Graded  System  has  be- 
come so  apparent,  that  nearly  two-thirds  of  all  the  private  Academies 
and  Seminaries  that  existed  in  tlie  State  when  the  undersigned  assum- 
ed the  duties  of  this  department  have  thrown  up  their  organizations 
and  reorganized  under  the  Common  School  law.  They  are  thus  en- 
abled to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  public  money,  and  of 
affording  to  all  the  children  of  the  commimities  in  which  they  exist,  all 
the  advantages  w^hich  were  formally  enjoyed  by  the  few  who  attended 
the  Private  Schools.  The  beneficial  effects  of  this  movement  upon  the 
Public  Schools  of  the  State  can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  They  will 
at  once  assume  the  front  rank,  and  enter  fiilly  upon  their  high  career  of 
usefulness  and  glory. 

Not  the  least  of  the  many  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  new  con- 
dition of  things  is  that  all  casts  are  thus  done  away  with.  The  poor 
man's  children  enter  the  school  room  on  an  exact  equality,  so  far  as  its 
advantages  are  concerned,  with  the  rich  man's  child.    The  latter, 


robbed  of  all  extraneous  advantages  and  supports,  upon  which  he  other- 
wise might  feel  disposed  to  rely,  IJnds  that  application  to  study  and 
good  deportment  will  alone  suffice  to  maintain  a  respectable  standing. 
The  former,  placed  upon  an  exact  equality  with  those  about  them, 
whatever  may  be  their  condition  outside  the  school  room,  have  a  double 
incentive  to  prosecute  with  vigor  the  tasks  assigned  them.  The  two 
classes  thus  have  a  reciprocal  influence  for  good  upon  each  other. 

The  advantages,  too,  of  these  Schools  over  those  established  on  the 
plan  of  the  independent  District  System  are  manifold.  They  afford  in- 
creased facilities  for  economizing  time  and  labor.  All  the  pupils  of 
each  grade  or  department  are  nearly  of  the  same  age  and  accomplish- 
ments ;  and  make,  or  are  capable  of  making,  nearly  the  same  progress. 
They  can  be  more  judiciously  and  economically  classified  in  a  Graded 
than  a  Mixed  School.  Herein  lies  the  foundation  argument  in  favor  of 
the  new  System.  A  systematic  division  of  labor  is  as  applicable  to 
school  as  to  all  other  affairs.  To  this  main  spring  in  human  action  is  due 
the  facility  with  which  business  associations  have  laid  hold  of  all  the  mo- 
dern improvements  of  the  age,  and  wrought  out  those  wonderful  results, 
which  have  at  once  astonished  and  blessed  mankind.  It  were  as  rea- 
sonable to  demand  that  one  person  should  raise  the  straw,  make  the  pa- 
per, write  the  editorials,  and  print  the  newspaper,  as  that  children  of 
different  ages  and  dispositions,  with  a  wide  diversity  of  character,  habits 
and  attainments,  should  be  successiiilly  instructed  and  governed  by  one 
teacher,  when  all  are  congregated  in  one  room.  As  well  might  a  person 
with  an  indefinite  and  general  knowledge  of  some  particular  branch  of 
mechanics,  be  expected  to  construct  a  complicated  piece  of  machinery 
by  having  all  the  materials  thrown  promiscuously  together,  and  he  be 
required  to  lay  down  one  piece  and  take  up  another  before  he  had  hard- 
ly  commenced  to  operate  upon  the  first,  as  a  teacher  to  build  up  and 
complete  the  just  proportions  of  a  well  balanced  mental,  moral  and 
physical  man  in  a  school  under  the  independent  District  System. 

Practical  experience  has  taught  the  well  known  fact  that  some  teachers 
are  well  adapted  and  qualified  to  impart  instruction  in  some  branches, 
who  totally  Ml  in  their  attempts  to  teach  others.  One  has  a  special 
faculty  to  teach  mathematics  and  the  exact  sciences.  Another  has  a  pe- 
culiar adaptedness  to  unfold  the  beauties  of  that  most  wonderful  of  all 
human  inventions — written  language,  or  finds  his  highest  delight  in  dis- 
playing to  the  ever  eager  and  inquisitive  child,  the  sublime  mysteries  of 
chemistry  and  philosophy,  or  unfolding  the  changing  beauties  of  astro- 
nomy and  botany.  It  is  mireasonable  to  expect  that  a  teacher  is  to  suc- 
ceed equally  well  in  teacliing  all  branches.    It  would  be  as  reasonable 
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to  expect  that  one  person  should  be  equally  expert  in  all  the  trades,  or 
skilled  and  successful  in  all  the  professions.  In  all  the  departments  of 
human  industry,  whether  physical,  intellectual  or  moral,  a  systematic 
division  of  labor,  invariably  yields  the  most  beneficial  results. 

It  has  come  to  be  conceded  by  all  experienced  educationists  throughout 
flie  country,  who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  correct  judg- 
ment on  the  subject,  that  in  a  mixed  or  unclassified  school,  like  the 
common  district  schools  of  the  country,  the  pupils  do  not,  on  average, 
perform  over  one-half  the  study,  or  acquire  half  the  learning  which 
they  are  capable  of  accomplishing  and  acquiring  in  properly  graded 
schools.  In  corroboration  of  this  fact,  I  need  but  appeal  to  the  experi- 
ence of  any  one  who  has  spent  his  school  days  in  a  district  school,  and 
who  has  since  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  advancement  now 
made  by  pupils  in  the  graded  schools  of  the  country.  More  is  accom- 
plished in  one  year  by  the  pupil  of  a  properly  classified  and  graded 
school  than  is  done  as  a  general  rule  by  tlie  attendant  at  the  district  or 
mixed  school  in  three;  and  with  less  labor  on  the  part  of  both  teacher 
find  pupil. 

Once  classified  in  a  graded  school,  the  pupil  has  a  double  incentive  to 
keep  up  with,  or  outstrip  his  classmates — the  hope  of  being  promoted 
to  a  higher  class  in  case  he  excels,  and  the  fear  of  being  degraded  bj 
being  assigned  to  a  lower  one,  provided  he  does  not  maintain  his  stand- 
ing. The  most  backward  pupil  is  thus  urged  on  by  a  double  stimulus 
to  equal  the  foremost,  wliile  the  performance  of  the  latter  is  made  the 
Standard  of  excellence  for  the  whole  class.  The  teachers,  too,  are 
aroused  to  greater  zeal  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  since 
their  skill  and  faithfulness  will  be  made  apparent  in  the  quaUfications  of 
the  candidates  whom  they  send  to  the  higher  departments  of  the  school; 
and  tlie  length  of  time  occupied  in  preparing  them  for  promotion. 

A  comparison  of  the  merits  of  the  graded  schools  now  in  successful 
operation  in  most  of  the  leading  cities  of  the  State,  with  those  which 
formally  existed  in  those  cities,  under  the  mixed  or  private  scliool  sys- 
tem, will  furnish  an  overwhelming  argument  in  favor  of  the  former. 

The  graded  school  is  not  only  an  immense  economizer  in  the  time 
required  to  educate  the  child  to  any  given  extent,  but  it  is  also  a  great 
saver  of  money.  Three  teachers,  in  a  school  properly  graded,  can  furnish 
more  instruction  to  three  hundred  pupils  in  any  given  time,  than  six 
teachers  can  to  the  same  number  in  mixed  schools.  The  fonner  would 
require  one  house,  and  the  latter  six.  The  saving  in  the  expense  of 
teachers  and  school  houses,  by  adopting  the  graded  system  then,  may 


be  safely  stated  at  one  himdred  per  cent.  Illinois,  during  the  past  two 
years,  has  expended  for  school  teachers  and  school  houses,  over  foui 
million  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

If  the  above  estimate  then  is  only  approximately  correct,  what  an 
immense  saving  of  money  alone  would  be  realized  by  the  general  intro- 
duction of  the  union  graded  system. 

But  the  beneficial  results  of  such  a  system  are  not  alone  confined  to 
the  saving  of  time  and  the  lessened  cost  of  instruction.  Ilappily,  there 
is  another  and  a  fai*  more  potent  reason  for  its  adoption.  The  presenl 
school  law,  with  a  wise  liberahty,  pennits  the  youth  of  the  State  to 
attend  the  public  schools  till  they  reach  their  majority;  a  period  suflSdr 
ently  long,  with  an  economical  division  of  labor,  an  earnest  dilligencej 
and  the  extended  course  of  study  pursued  in  our  graded  schools,  to 
enable  them  to  avail  themselves  of  all  the  practical  advantages  of  a  full 
college  course.  The  common  schools  thus  become  the  people's  colleges; 
and  instead  of  pupils  under  a  new  teacher  every  six  months,  or  year  al 
most,  being  required  to  pour  over  the  same  old  books  and  travel  the 
same  uninteresting  road,  year  after  year,  to  come  out  at  last  about  where 
they  begun,  they  push  forward  under  the  same  teacher,  into  new  fields 
of  thought,  and  to  the  investigation  of  new  truths;  their  minds  rapidly 
expand  under  the  steady  and  healthy  exercise,  and  the  skillful  training 
of  experienced  teachers,  until  they  step  forth  matiu*ed  and  full  grown 
upon  the  arena  of  life. 

Who  can  estimate  the  influence  such  a  course  of  public  instruction^ 
free  to  all,  would  have  upon  the  future  character  of  the  peoj^le  of  this 
State?  Who  can  tell  what  contributions  of  awakened  thought  and 
mental  activity  it  would  add  to  the  real  wealth  of  the  State?  If  the 
physical  development  of  the  unknown  resources  of  the  State  is  a  mat- 
ter of  the  highest  moment  to  her  citizens,  of  how  much  more  impor- 
tance is  it  that  a  system  of  public  education,  which  would  add  millions 
to  the  aggregate  years  of  a  single  generation,  which  would  save  millions 
of  money  annually,  and  extend  to  all  the  children  within  her  borders 
the  means  of  tlie  highest  intellectual  and  moral  improvement,  should 
command  the  support  of  a  State,  the  preservation  of  whose  civil  and 
religious  institutions  depend  upon  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  her 
people. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state,  that  in  numerous  localities 
in  the  State,  where  the  population  is  compact  enough  to  admit  of  it^ 
the  people  have  united  their  small  schools  and  formed  a  Union  Graded 
School.  In  other  places,  as  stated  else  where.  Academies  and  Semina- 
ries have  been  changed  into  Graded  Schools;  and  again,  in  localities 
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where  the  population  did  not  admit  of  largo  schools,  systems  of  grada- 
tion, more  or  less  perfect,  have  been  introduced  into  the  district  schools. 
Tlie  cliange  in  the  school  law  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
making  the  directors,  instead  of  the  township  trustees,  responsible  for 
the  payment  of  teachers  and  the  extending  of  the  terms  of  schools,  has 
operated  most  favorably  upon  the  interests  of  the  schools  in  the  matter 
of  gradation,  and,  if  allowed  to  remain,  will  work  not  only  a  revolution 
in  the  formation  of  school  districts,  but  will  afford  greatly  increased 
facilities  for  grading  the  schools.  Since  a  tax  is  levied  upon  the  districts  to 
extend  the  terms  of  schools  and  to  pay  the  deficiencies  due  teachers, 
the  tendency  is  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  districts,  so  as  to  embrace 
a  greater  amount  of  taxable  territory  in  each  district,  which  serves  to 
enlarge  the  schools,  and  thereby  increase  the  possibility  of  gradation. 
It  is  hoped  that  no  cliange  may  be  made  in  the  law  which  will  tend  to 
retard  this  general  tendency  towards  concentration.  It  may  well  be 
regarded  in  this  State  as  the  most  encouraging  educational  symptom  of 
the  day. 

The  advantages  of  the  graded  system  over  the  independent  district 
system,  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  More  commodious  school  houses,  more  eligible  sites,  and  ampler 
play-ground  and  appurtenances. 

2.  Decrease  in  the  number  and  aggregate  expense  of  both  school 
houses  and  teachers. 

3.  The  introduction  of  a  more  systematic,  extended  and  thorough 
course  of  study ;  as  well  as  a  more  uniform  series  of  text  books. 

4.  Increased  facilities  for  procuring  a  leading  teacher  of  experience 
and  abihty,  to  take  the  general  charge  of  the  school,  arrange  classes, 
conduct  the  general  exercises,  to  exercise  a  supervisory  control  over  the 
less  experienced  teachers  of  the  school,  and  to  manage  cases  of  disci- 
pline. 

5.  Greater  facilities  for  dividing  the  school  into  suitable  departments, 
and  forming  larger  classes,  enabling  the  teacher  to  devote  more  time  to 
each  class,  to  amplify  and  illustrate  more  fully  any  subject  under  discus- 
sion than  he  could  do  if  the  classes  were  smaller  and  there  were  more 
to  be  heard. 

6.  Greater  fjicility  for  classifying  the  school  in  respect  to  the  age 
and  attainments  of  the  scholars,  and  for  adapting  the  discipline  of  the 
school  to  the  wants  and  capacities  of  all. 

7.  The  greater  opportunity  afforded  to  teachers  for  that  special  pre- 
paration before  each  lesson,  resulting  from  the  less  number  of  subjects 


47 

-wliich  he  is  required  to  teaxjh,  which  is  indispensable  to  the  highest 
success  in  the  school  room. 

8.  The  enthusiasm  created  in  the  minds  of  the  scholars  not  only 
during  the  recitation,  but  also  during  the  hours  of  study,  by  the  thought 
that  they  must  soon  appear  in  the  presence  of  so  large  a  class,  and 
measure  themselves,  intellectually,  with  them. 

9.  The  incentives  to  greater  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  from 
the  influence  exerted  upoti  them  by  the  prospect  of  i>romotion. 

10.  The  economy  of  both  time  and  labor  on  the  part  of  both 
teachers  and  pupils.  No  one  who  has  witnessed  the  practical  workings 
of  both  systems  will  deny,  that  in  a  well  graded  school,  a  teacher  can 
instruct  sixty  or  even  seventy-five  pupils  more  easily  and  more  efiiciently 
than  twenty-five  or  thiii:y  in  a  mixed  school. 


IKDUSTKIAL  SCHOOLS— niGHER  EDUCATION. 

It  is  not,  until  very  recently,  that  any  systematic  and  wide-spread  eflbrts 
have  been  made  in  this  country  for  the  education  of  the  laboring  classes 
in  their  daily  pursuits.  The  utility  and  necessity  of  having  institutions 
for  the  special  preparation  of  the  farmer,  mechanic  and  artisan,  has 
been  clearly  seen  and  forcibly  and  eloquently  set  forth  by  iiHli\Tldual8 
at  various  times  since  the  foundation  of  the  government;  but  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  always  slow  to  adopt  reforms,  when  they  nm  coun- 
ter to  long  established  usage,  or  where  an  acknowledged  good  is  to  be 
attained  in  a  nevo  way^  have  until  recently  quite  failed  to  appreciate  the 
importance  of  special  training  for  special  labor,  and  been  content  with 
the  existing  condition  of  things,  readily  yielding  the  supremacy,  which 
education  invariably  affords,  to  the  professional  classes. 

To  the  intelligent  American  educationist  it  is  one  of  the  most  curious 
enigmas  of  the  times,  that  Congress,  the  various  State  Legislatures,  and  the 
people  at  large,  should  have  made  such  ample  provision  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  rising  generation,  not  only  in  all  the  nidiments  of  knowledge, 
but  in  the  higher  attainments  and  professional  walks,  and  yet,  until 
recently,  have  devised  and  consumated  no  comprehensive  scheme  for 
the  special  preparation  of  the  great  laboring  classes  for  their  daily 
callings  in  life.  It  is  true  that  such  schools  have  sprung  up  and  been 
supported  by  private  patronage  in  several  of  the  States  in  the  Union ; 
as  it  is  undoubtedly  tnie  that  their  existence  and  example  in  the  various 
localities  throughout  the  country  where  they  exist,  has  done  much 
towards  awakening  public  sentiment  to  their  importance.    But,  while 
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fiberal  provisions  have  been  made  by  Congress  and  the  various  State 
Legislatures  for  the  encouragement  and  support  of  the  Conmion  Schools 
and  Colleges  of  the  country,  no  governmental  encouragement  has  ever 
been  afforded  the  industrial  schools. 

I  know  that  the  utility  of  such  special  training  for  special  labor  ha3 
been  denied ;  that  it  is  still  contended  that  if  such  institutions  are  of 
the  utility  to  the  industrial  interests  of  the  country  claimed  for  them, 
tibey  would  speedily  spring  into  existence  through  private  interest,  and 
be  liberally  sustained.  It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  this,  to  place  such 
institutions  on  the  same  footing  with  the  Free  Schools  of  the  country; 
respecting  the  importance  of  which,  no  intelligent  person  any  longer 
raises  a  question,  and  then  ask  if  Free  Schools  would  have  existed  in 
any  State  in  the  Union,  except  by  legislative  exactment  and  support 
To  exist  and  thrive,  industrial  schools  must  be  placed  upon  a  par  with 
the  other  educational  agencies  of  the  country. 

Such  schools  have  long  existed  in  the  various  countries  of  Europei) 
and  have  there  become  as  much  a  public  necessity  as  any  of  the  various 
professional  schools.  Their  existence  in  this  country,  and  liberal  patrons- 
age  on  the  part  of  the  government  can  now  only  be  considered  a  que^ 
tion  of  time;  and  the  strong  under-current  of  public  sentiment,  which 
is  up-heaving  the  educational  systems  of  the  last  century,  and  working 
an  important  and  radical  change  in  the  diciplinary  methods  of  the  couiv 
try,  clearly  indicates  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant.  It  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  a  wide  diversity  of  opinion  has  existed  in  this  State  respecting 
the  propriety  of  lending  the  aid  of  the  general  government,  and  especi- 
ally that  of  the  State  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  such 
institutions ;  and  many  who  have  been  willing  that  it  should  be  dono^ 
have  contended  that  the  time  had  not  yet  arrived — ^that  the  State  should 
first  place  her  Common  Schools  upon  an  impregnable  basis — establish 
and  maintain  a  Normal  School  for  the  education  of  teachers — lend  her 
support  to  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  pubhc  libraries — and  that 
when  all  this  had  been  accomj)lished,  and  tlie  State  had  liquidated  her 
indebtedness,  it  would  then  be  time  enough  to  consider  the  proposition 
to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  industrial  interests  of  her  people  in 
the  manner  proposed. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  diversity  of  sentiment  respecting  tha 
importance  of  such  institutions  in  times  past,  it  is  very  evident  from 
the  rece^it  action  in  Congress — where  the  proposition  to  donate  to  each 
State  in  the  Union  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  equal  to  twenty  thoi> 
sand  acres  for  every  member  such  State  had  in  that  body,  passed  thje 
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lower  House,  and  was  only  defeated  in  the  Senate  by  a  few  votes,  an4 
tlien  only,  as  it  is  alleged,  for  want  of  time  to  consider  it — ^that  public 
opinion  is  fast  settling  down  in  their  favor,  and  that  not  many  years  at 
most  will  elapse,  before  every  State  in  the  confederacy  will  have  at  least 
one  such  institution,  and  very  many  of  them  more  than  one. 

It  is  a  fact  wortliy  of  mention  here,  as  it  is  the  source  of  the  highest 
pride  and  gratification  to  our  young  and  noble  state,  that  a  few  citizens 
within  her  borders  first  originated  the  plan  for  the  inauguration  of  thia 
new  educational  era,  and  have  pressed  steadily  on  to  its  fulfillment 
amid  difiiculties  and  discouragements  which  would  easily  have  daunted 
less  earnest  and  less  able  advocates.  It  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  a 
majority  of  those  men  will  live  to  witness  the  complete  realization  of 
their  cherished  plan,  for  which  they  have  labored  so  incessantly  and 
spent  so  freely  of  their  time  and  money. 

No  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  plan  proposed  for  the  establish- 
ment of  Industrial  Schools  tliroughout  the  country  will  be  entered  upon 
here,  nor  any  comparison  of  the  respective  importance  of  Industrial 
and  Professional  Schools  drawn.  They  have  been  freely  discussed  and 
compared,  in  all  portions  of  the  country,  for  the  last  six  years;  and  with 
what  results  is  clearly  manifest  to  all.  This  State,  during  that  period, 
has  established  a  system  of  Free  Schools,  created  the  department  of 
Public  Instruction,  chartered  an  institution  for  the  education  of  teachers 
for  her  Public  Schools,  and,  by  all  other  possible  means  in  her  power, 
encouraged  and  sustained  her  Common  School  interests.  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,  was  clearly  her  first  duty,  and,  for  the  time 
being,  her  whole  duty.  Leaving  the  resj)ective  advocates  of  classical 
and  professional  learning,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  friends  of  industri- 
al eilucation,  on  the  other,  to  urge  their  peculiar  claims  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  as  best  they  could,  the  State,  with  a  wise  regard  to  her 
best  interests,  has  lent  the  whole  weight  of  her  influence  to  the  building 
up  and  sustaining  of  that  first  great  necessity  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment— an  eftident  system  of  Common  Schools.  What  course  she  shall 
now,  or  in  the  future,  take,  is  for  the  wisdom  of  tlie  legislature  to  de- 
tennine. 

The  ultimate  end  and  aim  of  any  system  of  education  for  a  State  is 
the  development  of  all  the  intellect  and  vii-tuous  energy  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. Anything  less  than  this  falls  phort  of  what  it  is  the  interest  and 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  accomplish.  She  should  first  lay  broad  and 
deep  the  foundation  of  her  educational  system  in  the  organization  of 
her  C  :ommon  Schools.  She  has  then  begun  at  the  beginning.  She  has 
thus  provided  for  commencing  \ho  education  of  all  the  children  within 


50 

her  limits — ^for  giving  to  all,  wlio  are  to  share  the  labors  of  civil  life, 
Buch  instruction  as  shall  fit  them  for  the  primary  functions  of  citizen- 
Bhip — ^for  those  duties  which  devolve  on  all  alike.     She  has  made  it 
possible  for  them  all  to  acquire  those  rudiments  of  knowledge  needed 
in  the  ordinaifj'  transactions  of  society — those  elementary  facts  and  rules 
for  which  every  day  gives  use.     These  are  the  necessities  first  felt  and 
most  widely  felt  in  society  and  the  State.     Not  the  welfare  only,  but 
the  very  existence  of  our  political  society,  demands  this  provision  for 
universal  education.     But  this  by  no  means  accomplishes  her  whole  du- 
ty to  herself  or  her  children.     Her  own  best  interests,  and  the  advan- 
cing civilization  of  the  age,  equally  demand  that  she  should  make  pro- 
vision for  carrying  the  instniction  of  her  children  beyond  the  elements 
of  knowledge  into  its  higher  departments.     The  education  which  was 
ample  in  this  country  fifty  years  ago,  is  no  longer  adequate  to  the  high 
conditions  of  citizenship  in  the  day  and  age  in  which  we  live.     For  now, 
more  than  at  any  other  time  in  the  history  of  the  world,  may  it  be  said 
that  "'  Knowledge  is  power."     Heretofore,  in  our  national  progress,  we 
have  been  felling  forests  upon  the  plain  and  mountain  side,  sweei)ing 
away  denser  and  darker  forests  of  still  older  gro'^ih — ^forests  of  proscrip- 
tion and  tyraimy,  of  falsehood  and  ignorance,  from  the  face  of  society. 
We  have  been  preparing  the  foundation  whereon  to  build  uj)  the  stately 
and  majestic  fabric  of  a  great  free  people.  Primary  knowledge,  in  the  first 
conditions  of  society,  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  its  existence,  or  to  a  proper 
performance  of  its  legitimate  functions.     But  when  a  State  has  j)assed 
its  infancy,  and  is  ready  to  assume  the  high  and   responsible  duties  of 
manhood,  and  to  launch  forth  upon  a  career  of  usefulness  and  honor, 
or  degradation  and  shame,  it  is  then  that  the  higher  conditions  of  citi- 
zenship and  the  claims  of  a  more  exalted  civilization  demand  a  more 
thorough  culture  on  tlie  part  of  her  sons  and  daughtei*s.     Rudimentary 
knowledge  will  do  for  rudimentary  times.     A  knowledge  of  the  arts  of 
war,  and  the  simpler  processes  of  agriculture,  it  may  be,  were  all  that 
were  necessary  to  constitute  a  good  citizen  in  the  early  days  of  the  re- 
public.    But  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  self-defense  is  no  longer  a  pubUc 
necessity  on  the  part  of  the  whole  peoi)le;  nor  can  the  unskilled  tiller 
of  the  soil  any  longer  compete  with  those  anned  with  a  knowledge  of 
all  the  latter  day  improvements  in  the  science  of  agriculture.     In  mo- 
narchical governments,  where  knowledge  is  especially  confined  to  the 
wealthy  and  more  favored  classes  of  society,  and  where  obedienci>  to 
civil  law  is  the  test  of  public  virtue,  it  may  be  that  primary  kiiowle<lgc 
— and  the  less  of  that  the  better — is  alone  required  to  make  good  citi- 
zens.    But  who  shall  affix  the  limits  to  the  qualifications  of  citizenship,  in 
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snch  a  State  and  age  as  this?  Wlio  shall  determine  what  degree  of  mental 
and  moral  training  is  necessary  to  the  performance  of  the  high  duties 
devolving  on  a  society,  where  each  individual  member  has  a  distinct 
Bovereignty  over  its  laws,  its  forms  and  its  fate?  Undoubtedly  a  man 
may  be  a  good  citizen,  and  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  him,  with 
but  little  of  the  knowledge  and  discipline  which  the  higher  schools  con- 
fer. But  the  end  and  aim  of  a  system  of  education,  for  a  great  State  like 
this,  should  not  alone  be  to  make  good  citizens,  or  only  to  prepare  her 
children  to  perform  the  simpler  duties  of  society.  She  should  aim  at  a 
more  exalted  and  noble  end.  She  should  furnish  the  means,  free  to  all, 
of  earrvinor  the  education  of  her  children  to  the  fartherest  limits  of  hn- 
man  investigation  and  thought.  If  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  furnish 
the  means  for  the  education  of  the  child  of  six,  it  is  equally  her  duty  to 
provide  for  his  education  at  sixteen,  and  so  on;  the  only  limit  being 
the  ability  of  the  State  to  furnish  the  means,  and  the  capacity  of  the 
child  to  be  benefited  thereby.  And  this  duty  is  one  that  she  owes  to 
herself  as  well  as  her  children ;  for  she,  as  well  as  they,  are  to  be  bene- 
fited by  it.  For  to  what  other  end  are  States  reared,  and  governments 
established?  Is  it  that  material  wealth  may  be  accumulated,  that  they 
may  become  irrasistable  in  war,  or  that  they  may  enter  upon  a  career  of 
luxury,  to  end  in  effeminacy,  debauchery  and  ruin?  The  histoiy  of  the 
past  is  prolific  in  examples  of  the  fate  of  States  which  have  had  no 
higher  aim  than  to  minister  to  the  gratification  of  the  lower  passions 
and  appetites  of  their  uneducated  children.  Intelligence  is  an  essential 
part  of  public  virtue;  and  all  experience  shows  that  the  best  educated 
communities  are  those  best  qualified  to  have  control  of  their  own  affairs. 
Viewed  thus,  in  its  widest  sense,  education  is  not  only  one  of  the  lead- 
ing interests  of  every  government,  but  it  is  really  and  truly  the  only  ul- 
timate end  of  State  existence.  Why  do  we  protect  life  and  property, 
build  railroads  and  canals,  make  laws,  and  punish  crime,  but  that  they 
may  all  minister  to  the  nurture  of  wise  and  noble  men?  How  do  we  de- 
tennine  the  worth  of  institutions,  tell  whether  their  action  has  been  bene- 
ficent or  not,  but  by  finding  what  kind  of  men  they  produced — ^whether 
they  grew  intelligent  and  noble  minded  under  their  action,  or  whether 
they  belittled  their  minds  and  made  them  ignorant,  bigoted  and  base?  The 
fact  is  that  man  is  the  end,  and  all  other  tilings  the  means,  in  the  hands 
of  the  State,  for  subserving  the  end. 

The  State,  then,  has  only  begim  her  great  work,  when  she  has  provi- 
ded a  system  of  Common  Schools  for  the  primary  education  of  all.  She 
must  make  provision  for  canying  still  farther  forsvard  the  work  thus  be- 
gun.    That  all  has  been  done  ^by  the  State  that  could  reasonably  be 
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isked,  during  the  last  five  years,  for  the  advancement  of  her  educational 
interests,  it  is  thought,  must  be  freely  admitted  by  all;  but  the  day  is 
&8t  coming,  when,  reUeved  of  the  incubus  of  a  State  debt,  and  her  ter- 
ritory more  thickly  settled  up,  she  has  set  sail  upon  the  high  sea  of  an 
unexampled  prosperity,  it  may  justly  be  demanded  that  she  shall  as- 
Bume  a  more  elevated  educational  stand  point,  and  provide  more  ample 
means  for  the  thorough  development  of  all  the  intellect  and  virtuous 
energy  of  her  inhabitants,  than  she  has  heretofore  done,  or,  can  now 
be  expected  to  do.  When  that  day  shall  come,  as  come  it  soon  wUl, 
those  who  have  contended  that  the  State  owed  her  first  duty  to  her 
Common  Schools,  will  as  zealously  advocate  any  reasonable  extension  of 
her  educational  responsibilities.  They  have  never  contended  that  her 
first  duty  to  her  Common  Schools  was  her  whole  duty.  She  should 
throw  the  protection  of  her  all-powerful  arm  about  her  higher  Schools 
and  Colleges,  already  struggUng  for  existence  upon  her  soil,  and  assist 
in  establishing  and  sustaining  institutions  devoted  to  the  development 
and  pertection  of  her  great  industrial  interests.  But  while  the  duty  of 
the  State  to  encourage  her  higher  institutions  of  learning  is  thus  clearly 
recognized,  it  is  not  thought  advisable,  in  her  present  financial  condi- 
tion, to  recommend  any  appropriations  for  such  institutions  at  this  time. 
The  day  will  soon  come  when  she  can,  and  I  trust  will,  make  hberal 
provision  for  sustaining  her  higher,  as  well  as  lower,  schools.  A  due  re- 
gard for  her  best  interests  will  demand  it,  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  de- 
mand will  be  promptly  met. 


NOEMAL  UNIYEESITY. 

A  necessity  for  one  or  more  Normal  Schools  to  educate  teachers  for 
<he  Common  Schools  of  the  State  has  long  been  felt  to  exist  by  the 
more  enlightened  friends  of  popular  education.  And,  though  there 
has  been,  it  must  be  confessed,  no  little  diversity  of  opinion  among  the 
advocates  of  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution,  as  to  the  particu- 
lar kind  of  institution  required;  all  have  cordially  agreed  that  some 
more  efficient  agency  for  the  education  of  teachers,  than  existed  in  the 
State,  was  imperatively  demanded.  To  that  end,  a  few  of  the  leadincr 
•friends  of  such  an  institution  commenced  the  agitation  of  the  subject 
tiirough  the  public  press,  and  by  means  of  lectures  and  educational 
conventions,  nearly  seven  years  since;  and  through  their  agency  the 
•ubject  was  brought  prominently  before  the  people,  who  everywhere 
indorsed  the  principle,  though  like  those  who  were  leading  in  the  enter- 
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prise,  they  differed  somewhat  radically  as  to  the  maimer  in  which  iim 
end  sought  was  to  be  attained. 

A  considerable  party  in  the  State  were  in  favor  of  calling  upon  thji 
legislature  to  pay  over  into  the  hands  of  a  close  corporation,  to  be  created 
by  that  body,  the  principal  of  the  University  and  Seminary  Fimds, 
which  were  donated  to  the  State  by  the  general  government  for  the 
creation  of  a  University  and  Seminary  of  learning,  and  which  weii 
borrowed  many  years  since  by  the  State,  and  upon  which  it  now  pays 
an  annual  interest  of  six  per  centum. 

With  those  funds,  (and  to  which  the  parties  receiving  the  same  pro- 
posed to  add  an  equal  amount  from  private  subscriptions,)  it  was  pro- 
posed to  establish  what  was  originally  called  an  Agricultural  University, 
(afterwards  University,)  which  should  be  auxiliary  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institute  at  Washington,  and  in  which  all  branches  of  practical  learning 
should  be  taught.  In  this  institution  it  was  proposed  to  embrace  a 
Nonnal  department,  to  which  should  be  assigned  the  especial  duty  of 
preparing  teachers  for  the  Common  Schools  of  the  State;  and  this 
department  was  to  be  the  first  one  established. 

Another,  though  quite  an  insignificant  party,  in  point  of  numbers,  wer» 
in  favor  of  establishing  a  Normal  department  in  several  of  the  higher 
institutions  of  learning  already  existing  in  the  State,  and  supporting 
tlie  same  by  dividing  the  interest  of  the  College  and  Seminary  funds, 
amounting  to  some  ten  thousand  dollars  annually,  among  such  institu- 
tions. 

A  thud  party  were  in  favor  of  establishing  a  Normal  School  proper, 
similar  to  those  already  existing  in  many  of  the  older  States,  and  which 
should  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  education  of  teachers  for  the  Publie 
Schools  of  the  State.  Such  institution  to  be  located  in  the  place 
wliich  should  offer  the  largest  bonus  for  furnishing  buildings  and  grounds, 
and  to  be  supported  by  an  annual  appropriation  from  the  State,  sufficient 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  teachers  and  text  books. 

A  bill,  embodying  the  views  of  the  friends  of  a  University,  had  sev- 
eral times  been  presented  to  the  legislature,  and  its  adoption  strongly 
urged  upon  that  body.  At  the  session  before  the  last,  the  Senate  refer- 
red the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  who  made  -a  highly  favorable  re- 
port, but  plead  the  want  of  time  for  consideration,  as  an  excuse  for  failing 
to  recommend  any  specific  action.  -^ 

When  the  undersigned  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  department, 
he  immediately  presented  a  bill,  essentially  embodying  the  views  of 
those  who  fevered  a  Normal  School  proper,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
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bill  was  so  drawn,  that,  while  the  institution  created  under  it  would  in 
the  beginning  be  only  a  Normal  School,  it  could  readily  be  swelled  into 
the  full  proportions  of  a  University,  should  the  people  of  the  State  and 
the  Legislature  desire  it.  That  bill,  after  much  discussion,  and  some 
slight  amendments,  finally  passed  botli  houses  and  became  a  law.  By 
its  provisions,  fourteen  persons  therein  named,  together  with  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  ex-ofiicio,  were  created  "The  Board  of 
Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,"  with  full  power  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  and  establish  and  control  the  institution. 

In  pursuance  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  above  referred  to,  the  first 
meeting  of  the  "Board  of  Education"  was  held  at  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1857, 
and  was  permanently  organized  by  the  election  of  the  Hon.  N.  W. 
Edwards,  President.  By  the  tenth  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  provided 
that  the  members  of  the  Board  should  hold  their  office  for  the  term  of 
six  years:  ^' Prcmided^  that  at  the  first  meeting  of  said  Board,  tlie  said 
corporators  shall  determine  by  lot,  so  that  one-third  shall  hold  their 
office  for  two  years,  one  third  for  four  years,  and  one-third  for  six  years." 
The  members  of  the  board  having  cast  lots,  it  was  found  that  Messrs. 
Edwards,  Mosely,  Wright  and  Eden,  had  drawn  for  two  years.  Messrs. 
Rex,  Wilkins,  Hovey,  Bimsen  and  Gillespie,  had  drawn  for  four  years. 
Messrs.  Shannon,  Wells,  Sloan,  Moulton  and  Denio,  had  drawn  for  six 
years. 

The  Board,  thereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  law, 
appointed  Mr.  Simeon  Wright,  agent,  to  visit  the  cities  and  villages  of 
the  State,  deemed  eligible  for  the  location  of  the  University,  and  solicit 
subscriptions  for  the  same.  Mr.  Wright  having  performed  that  duty,  it 
was  found  that  four  places  were  competing  for  the  location  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  that  they  respectively  offered  the  following  amounts  for  the 
same: 

The  village  of  Washington,  Tazewell  county,  oflered  in  cash,  land 
and  buildings,  the  simi  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  of  Batavia  offered  cash,  land  and  buildings,  estimated  at 
forty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  and  county  of  Peoria  offered  cash  and  land,  estimated  to  be 
worth  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  of  Bloomington  and  county  of  McLean  offered  cash  and 
land,  valued  at  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollars. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  act  provided  that  the  Boai'd  should  locate  the 
University  "at  the  place  where  the  most  favorable  inducements  were 
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offered  for  that  purpose."  The  Board  accordingly  located  tlie  institution 
on  the  Bite  adjoining  the  city  of  Bloomington,  where,  situated  on  a  high 
rolling  prairie,  having  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  iinniediately 
adjoining  the  junction  of  the  Illinois  Central  and  the  St.  Louis,  Alton 
and  Chicago  railroads;  with  a  site  beautiful  by  nature,  and  capable  of 
every  possible  adornment  by  art,  the  institution  will  be  at  once  the 
"observed  of  all  observers,"  and  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  State. 

The  donations,  from  the  county  of  McLean  and  city  of  Bloomington, 
consisted  in  an  appropriation  of  seventy  thousand  dollars  from  tlie  first 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  swamp  lands  belonging  to  the  county — one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  city,  valued  at  thirty- 
eight  thousand  dollars,  and  the  residue  in  private  subscriptions  of  land 
and  money.  Anticipating  a  ready  sale  of  the  lands,  which  are  exceed- 
ingly valuable,  and  appraized  at  a  low  rate,  and  upon  the  proceeds  of 
which  the  Board  mainly  relied  for  the  means  to  put  up  the  building, 
and  having  secured  an  individual  guarantee  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
dollars  from  the  wealthier  citizens  of  the  countv  of  McLean,  conditioned 
that  fourteen  thousand  dollars  should  be  paid  the  Board  every  ninety 
days,  if  called  for,  imtil  the  whole  seventy  thousand  dollars  was  paid; 
provided  the  sale  of  the  land  failed  to  realize  that  sum  at  the  times 
specified  in  the  guarantee,  and  after  having  duly  advertised  for  proi)o- 
Bals  for  constructing  the  ITniversity  building,  a  contract  was  entered 
into  on  the  19th  of  August,  1857,  with  Messrs.  Mortimer  &  Loberg, 
and  T.  H.  Soper,  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  by  which  they  were  to  con- 
etruct  and  complete  the  building  by  the  first  of  September,  1858,  for 
the  sum  of  eighty-three  thousand  dollars.  (For  a  copy  of  the  contract 
and  full  proceedings  of  the  Board,  see  the  "Proceedings  of  the  Board, 
in  the  appendix  to  this  report.) 

Pursuant  to  their  engagement,  the  contractors  immediately  entered 
upon  the  fulfillment  of  their  contract,  and  had  so  far  progressed  that 
the  comer  stone  was  laid,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  in  the  month  of 
September,  1857.  Immediately  following  this,  the  great  financial  revul- 
sion of  that  year  overtook  the  country.  The  county,  unft»i'tunately,  had 
been  delayed  in  procuring  the  patents  for  the  lands,  whieli  could 
undoubtedly  have  been  readily  sold  for  nearly  double  the  amount  they 
were  afterwards  appraised  at.  The  lands,  when  the  patents  did  finally 
come,  met  with  but  little  sale,  though  they  were  appraised  at  panic 
prices.  Private  individuals  found  it  wholly  impossible  to  meet  their 
subscriptions,  and  the  Board  were  thus  reduced  to  the  disagreeable 
extremity  of  suing  the  donors  and  guarantors,  or  .suspciKliii;^,-  the  work, 
until  the  crisis  in  the  financial  world  should  ha\c  passed,  property 
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assumed  its  real  value,  and  trade  once  more  have  become  regulated. 
They  chose  the  latter  alternative,  as  being  both  right  in  itself,  and  most 
likely  to  conduce  to  the  ultimate  prosperity  of  the  institution. 

The  material  for  the  building,  a  large  amount  of  which  was  already 
upon  the  ground,  was  carefully  pro\ided  against  injury  by  the  weather, 
or  otherwise — and  the  completion  of  the  edifice,  the  largest,  most  elegant^ 
substantial  and  well  arranged  one  of  the  kind  in  the  Union,  which  had 
been  confidently  expected  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  act  creating  the  institution,  was  reluctantly  deferred,  till  the  Board, 
through  the  sale  of  the  lands,  or  othersvise,  coidd  be  placed  in  possession 
of  the  necessary  means  to  fulfill  their  contract.  But  for  the  financial 
revulsion  which  overtook  the  country,  a  year  since,  and  completely 
prostrated  all  kinds  of  business,  rendering  it  impossible  for  either  indi- 
viduals or  corporations  to  fulfill  their  engagements,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  University  building  would  have  been  completed  and 
occupied  before  this.  As  it  is,  the  Board  can  but  feel  that  the  embarrass- 
ment to  which  they  have  been  subjected  by  the  force  of  circumstances, 
is  but  temporary,  and  that  the  shadow  which  has  for  the  time  being 
partially  dimmed  the  bright  prospect  with  which  they  set  out  to  fulfill 
the  trust  committed  to  them  by  the  legislature,  is  but  the  harbinger  of 
a  speedy  and  triumphant  success.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  means 
will  be  provided  to  recommence  operations  at  an  early  day. 

For  a  complete  view  of  the  plan  of  the  building,  both  inside  and  out, 
see  the  cuts  on  the  following  pages.  When  completed,  it  will  be  by 
far  the  largest  and  finest  Normal  Scliool  building  in  the  Union.  It  is 
intended  to  accommodate  three  hundred  Normal  scholars,  and  two  hun- 
dred Model  School  scholars.  Ample  pro\i8ions  vdW  thus  be  made  for 
double  the  number  of  scholars  provided  for  in  the  charter;  and  with 
accommodations  infinitely  superior  to  what  was  expected  by  the  most 
sanguine  friends  of  the  institution  two  years  since.  Situated  at  the 
junction  of  two  of  the  greatest  railroads  in  the  State,  easy  of  access,  and 
sufliciently  removed  from  the  city  to  be  clear  of  its  contaminating  in- 
fluences, it  is  where  it  can  be  seen  by  more  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State, 
than  it  would  have  been  at  any  other  point  in  the  State;  while  it  will 
be  in  full  view  of  that  countless  throng,  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
who  constantly  thread  those  great  highways  of  travel.  Its  bold  and 
commanding  appearance  will  thus  be  a  perpetual  advertisement  to  the 
whole  world,  that  Illinois,  not  only  recognizes  universal  education  as 
the  first  necessity  of  a  republican  government,  but  has  made  ample  pro- 
vision fur  the  special  prei)aration  of  those  upon  whom  the  primary  ed- 
ucation* of  the  people  most  depends.     Truly,  if  every  school  house  in  the 
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Email  fur  the  amstantlj-  iiicrcasiiin;  wants  of  the  «,-lii"^I,  arc  of  n  hiffhly 
cmnfortahle  cliaraotcr,  and  the  larjfcst  fliat  eonld  ho  had.  On  tho  opon- 
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its  advantages,  and  entered  tlie  institution.  These  scholars  were  from 
all  parts  of  the  State,  and,  it  is  believed,  were  a  larger  number  than 
ever  entered  any  eimilar  institution  in  the  country  at  ita  opening.     The 


Fig.  S.    Flih  or  Bisdunt. 

la  tbii  itOTj,  {Tig.  %)  uro  the  Janitor's  houpe,  (1,)  consirlm;;  of  a  p&tlor,  kitchen,  crllar, 
three  bedrooDis.  i-U,;  plorage  room  (2);  lubrslorj  (3);  clicmii/alletturi!  roiuii  (41;  Imjn'  (ilsy 
room  fbr  Model  School  {ay,  boiler  or  furnace  rooms  (ft);  girls' pla^-room  for  Uodcl  Sobool 
iiji  corridor  (S);  filteriog  cislenu  (9);  and  Blainrsya  (10). 


lumber  has  been  constantly  increasing  bince,  until  no  less  tban  ono 
londred  and  twentj-eevGn  young  uieu  and  women  have  been  enrolled 


Hg.  3.    Flak  of  Fiut  Flooo. 
In  the  prinriptl  Morf,  (Fig.  3,)  IB  Tcct  high  in  the  den,  kr«  the  principal's  room,  BOft  bj 
tUL  Sid.  (I);  iho    reception   room,   3tft.  Gin.  bj  21Ct.  (2);  hooic  md  Biipnratiis  room.  Sift. 
Ca.  br  Sift  (31:  teachers'  rctirini;  room,  SOIt.  br  22lt,  Uin.  {i);  (^Rntleiiucu'ii   wardrobe,  S2ft. 
tj  19ft,  Bin.  (Sk  muitur's  wnrdrobc  for  Uodt'l   Sohool,  SSft.  bj  lilli.  21d.  (n);  Uodel  School 

WODU,  83  h^  S2n,  and  SBft.  Sin.  bj  B7rt.  Sin.  (T);  missei'  wardrobe  for  Ilodel  School,  BSft. 
If  lOfL  ain.  18);  coiridw*  (0);  and  the  lUirwajf  (lO). 


as  regular  ecliolare ;  ninety-eiglit  of  wlioui  are  in  attendance  at  thin 
time;  the  rcsidne  having  left  to  teach  during  the  winter,  to  procure  the 
means  to  complete  tlieir  courec  of  study. 

For  a  full  view  of  the  inside  liistory  of  the  Bcliool  since  its  organiza- 
tion, i-cfercnce  is  made  to  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Education  and 
the  Principal  of  tlie  UniverBit y,  published  in  the  appendix  to  this  rei>ort 


SicoND  Floor. 

In  ttio  Mcond  ptory,  (Fij  i,)  IB  feet  liigli  in  the  clear,  arc  the  Normal  Scliool  rwnn,  SO  by 
ee(t  (1);  two  lecture  raoina,  bl  by  3'2{U  (2);  four  class  rooms,  30  by  a»fL  (3);  two  d«H 
Momi,  27  bjr  ISft.  (4):  and  the  stairwaja  (S). 

It  is  believed  that  no  similar  institution  in  the  country  has  ever  beai 
organized  upon  a  more  efficient  and  successful  basis  than  has  this  one. 
Tho  teachers  have  been  selected  with  the  utmost  diacrimioation,  and 
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only  on  the  most  undoubted  testimonials  as  to  experience  and  ability. 
The  standard  of  scholarsliip  was  fixed  at  the  highest  possible  mark,  and 
has  been  most  persistently  maintained.  The  discipline  of  the  schools  is 
also  of  tlie  most  rigid  character;  and  the  Board  can  but  feel,  that,  what- 
ever may  be  its  future  history,  its  foundation  has  been  well  laid,  and 
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Fig.  5.     Plan  of  Third  Floor. 

In  the  third  story,  (Fig.  5,)  20  feet  high  in  tlie  dear,  are  the  Normal  ITall,  65  bv  75ft.  (1); 
library,  32ft.  4in.  by  48ft.  6in.  (2) ;  luiiscuni,  82ft.  4in.  by  48ft.  6iu.  (3);  gallery  of  paintinj 
and  statuary,  32ft.  4in.  by  48fL  6iii.  (l);  music  room,  32  by  25ft.  (5);  and  an  uutc-room,  32ffc. 
4uL  by  22ft.  4in.  (6). 

that  abundant  promise  is  given  of  the  highest  eflBcicncy  and  usefulness 
in  the  future. 

Ilespecting  the    necessity  for    professional  schools  for  the  special 
training  of  teachers  for  theii*  chosen  calling  in  life,  there,  happily,  no 
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longer  exists  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  enlightened  educationists  of 
the  world.  Wherever  public  opinion  has  become  fully  enlightened  on 
the  subject,  teaching  has  come  to  be  considered  an  art,  to  be  learned  as 
all  other  arts  are  learned,  by  an  apprenticeship;  and  that  special 
training  for  the  profession  of  teaching  is  as  indispensable  as  for  the 
professions  of  divinity,  medicine  or  law.  So  deeply  seated  has 
been  this  conm^tion  in  all  the  countries  in  Europe,  where  education 
is  held  in  the  highest  estimation,  that  Noniial  Schools  have  become 
more  nimierous  than  any  other  class  of  professional  schools;  and  their 
number  is  still  constantly  increasing.  The  Kingdom  of  Prussia  alone 
has  three  hundred  such  schools;  and  even  little  Switzerland,  with  an 
area  of  only  about  15,000  square  miles,  only  three-elevenths  of  the  ex- 
tent of  Illinois,  suppoi'ts  fifteen  Xonnal  Schools,  for  the  instruction  of 
school  teachers.  Tlie  course  of  instruction  in  these  schools  requires 
three  years  after  the  student  has  completed  his  preparatory  education 
in  the  primary  schools.  So  in  France,  and  to  some  extent  even  in 
England ;  the  Normal  School  is  as  much  an  institution  of  the  land  as 
the  Medical  College  or  the  Law  School. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1839,  under  the 
pioneership  of  tliat  great  leader  in  all  the  Common  School  movements 
of  the  coimtry,  (Hon.  Horace  Mann,)  established  the  first  Normal 
School,  which,  as  a  State  instituticju,  ever  had  an  existence  in  this  coun- 
try. Since  then  she  has  created  three  others,  and  liberally  sustains 
them  all.  And  so  rapidly  has  the  noble  example  set  by  that  State  been 
followed,  that  nearly  all  the  Northem,  and  some  of  the  Southern  States, 
have  one,  or  more.  Normal  Schools.  And  it  is  believed  that  in  no 
single  instance,  where  such  a  school  has  been  established,  has  it  failed 
to  realize  more  than  all  the  results  anticipated.  The  reason  for  this  is 
obvious.  It  furnishes  that  kind  of  tuition  which  neither  the  Academy, 
Seminary  or  College  can.  It  teaches  the  art  of  teuchinff]  ai\d  this  alone 
is  the  only  true  object  of  a  Normal  School.  It  is  true,  that,  in  the  low 
state  of  education  yet  prevalent  throughout  the  country,  and  with  the 
meagre  advantages  enjoyed  by  most  of  those  who  attend  such  schools,  it  is 
compelled  to  teach  what  is  to  be  taught,  as  well  as  how  to  teach  it;  but 
its*  true  mission  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  nor  its  standard  in  any 
way  lowered  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  It  is  no  substitute 
for  any  other  school  in  the  country.  Tliere  should  be  no  instruction  in 
any  branches,  high  or  low,  excei)t  w  hat  may  be-  given  incidentally  to 
the  main  business  of  the  institution.  It  does  not  propose  to  give  in- 
struction in  arithmetic  and  grammar,  but  to  teach  the  art  of  teaching 
arithmetic  and  grammar.     So  of  all  the  other  elemental  branches.   But 
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as  the  art  of  teaching  any  branch  can  not  be  snccessfuUy  taught  with- 
out something  being  learned  about  the  branch  itself,  the  Normal 
scholar  will  be  constantly  increasing  his  knowledge  of  the  elements  and 
principles  of  the  subjects  discussed,  while  he  is  acquiring  the  art  of  im- 
parting such  knowledge. 

It  will  then  be  seen  that  the  Normal  School  is  Btncily  professional  in 
its  character;  and  that  it  in  no  way  trenches  upon  the  ground  of  any 
other  institution.  It  proposes  to  take  the  scholars  from  the  other  schools, 
and,  without  attempting  to  increaf?e  or  extend  their  knowledge  of  the 
branches  they  may  have  pursued,  except  as  it  may  be  done  incidentally, 
to  teach  them  the  art  of  imparting  their  knowledge  of  those  branches, 
as  well  as  the  true  method  of  governing  and  conducting  a  school. 

Tlie  Normal  School  is  to  the  Common  School  what  the  Military  and 
Naval  Academies  of  the  country  are  to  the  Anny  and  Navy.  The 
same  necessity  that  demands  of  the  government  the  establishment  of 
such  institutions,  requires  the  State  to  maintain  and  support  Normal 
Schools.  And  that  necessity  is  the  principle  of  self  preservation.  As 
the  general  government  must  have  officers  skilled  in  all  the  appliances 
and  arts  of  war,  to  command  her  armies  in  times  of  danger,  in  order  to 
maintain  her  rights  against  her  foes;  so  the  State  nmst  have  skilled  and 
experienced  teachers  to  elevate  and  maintain  the  standard  of  the  gen- 
eral intelligence,  upon  which  ahmo  rests  the  prosperity  and  perpetuity 
of  our  republican  institutions.  Indeed,  the  necessity  is  for  more  m*gent 
in  the  latter  than  in  the  fonner  case;  for  an  educated  i)eople  might  do- 
fend  themselves  against  their  foes  without  any  of  the  special  training 
afforded  the  commanders  of  our  present  armies  and  navies;  while  it  may 
well  be  doubted  whether  some  more  efficient  means  for  the  education  of 
our  common  school  teachers,  than  has  been  afforded  in  this  coimtry 
outside  of  the  Normal  Schools,  is  not  vital  to  the  existence  of  our  free 
government  itself 

Should  it  be  thought  advisable  to  connect  manual  labor  with  the 
instruction  given  in  the  School,  ample  acc(»mmodations  will  be  afforded 
in  the  extensive  grounds  connected  with  and  belonging  to  the  institution. 
An  experimental  fann,  upon  a  limited  scale,  could  be  carried  on  in  con- 
nection with  the  School,  in  which  the  scientific  princij)les  of  agriculture, 
horticulture,  botany,  &c.,  could  be  taught,  should  it  be  thought  best  to 
do  so.  In  many  of  the  European  Nonnal  Schools  this  is  the  case;  and 
the  male  members  of  the  school  are  employed  at  manual  labor  for  two 
or  three  hours  each  day,  thus  not  only  aiFording  them  the  means  ot 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  elemental  principles  of  agriculture,  and 
the  necessary  physical  exercise,  so  absolutely  indispensable  to  their 
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highest  success  as  students,  but  they  are  thus  enabled  to  meet  a  portion  of 
their  necessary  incidental  expenses  at  the  institution,  and  to  complete 
their  course  of  study,  without  being  compelled  to  leave  for  want  of  the 
necessary  means  to  go  further.  The  object,  says  Vehrli,  the  patriarch 
of  the  S\viss  system,  in  speaking  of  the  connection  of  manual  labor 
with  the  Normal  Schools  in  that  favored  country,  is  "to  prejwire  a  teacher 
of  the  people,  who,  whilst  he  is  considerably  elevated  in  mental  acquire- 
ments above  those  among  whom  he  will  be  obliged  to  mingle,  shall 
thoroughly  sympathise  with  them  in  their  customary  pursuits." 

The  charter  of  this  institution  expressly  provides  that  instruction  shall 
be  given  "in  all  branches  of  study  which  pertain  to  a  Common  School 
education,  in  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences,  including  agricultural 
chemistry,  animal  and  vegetable  physiology,  &c."  Certainly  the  ele- 
ments of  agriculture  can  in  no  way  be  so  well  taught  as  cxperhneittallyj 
and  besides,  the  requirement  that  instruction  shall  be  given  in  all  the 
branches  pertaining  to  a  Common  School  education,  would  seem  to  d^ 
mand  that  in  a  State  like  ours,  where  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  inhal>' 
itants  are  tillers  of  the  soil,  provision  should  be  made  for  conveying  the 
largest  amount  of  experimental  knowledge  upon  the  subjects  connected 
with  the  future  avocations  of  those  to  be  taught,  consistent  with  the 
necessary  mental  training  of  those  who  are  to  teach.  The  object  of  edur 
cation  is  to  develop  and  perfect  all  the  faculties  of  our  nature,  physical, 
intellectual  and  moral,  and  to  unite  them  into  one  harmonious  whole, 
which  sliall  form  the  most  perfect  character  of  which  the  individual  is 
susceptible.  Especially  is  this  desirable  in  the  education  of  teachers. 
Those  who  are  to  fashion  and  form  the  future  citizens  of  the  State,  should 
possess  in  themselves  a  model,  more  or  less  complete,  from  which  thoy 
can  work.  They  should  not  only  be  able  to  give  all  the  necessary  menr 
tal  instruction,  but  to  teach  the  i>ractical  duties  of  life.  It  is  as  neces- 
sary that  the  boy  in  our  Common  Schools,  destined  to  the  life  of  a  farmer, 
should  be  taught  the  scientific  admixture  of  soils,  and  the  principles  of 
practical  horticulture  and  arborculture,  as  it  is  that  ho  should  be  instructed 
in  the  art  of  framing  sentences,  or  the  solution  of  difficult  mathematical 
problems.  "  So  large  a  proportion  of  the  community  are  tillei*s  of  the 
soil,  every  step  of  that  tillage  conveys  so  many  lesi^ons  in  geology, 
mineralogy,  chemistry,  meteorology,  botany,  natural  history — indeed, 
the  whole  range  of  natural  sciences — that  simply  as  an  illustration  of 
most  of  the  branches  taught  in  the  higher  grades  of  our  Schools,  ilo  better 
disposition  of  a  portion  of  each  day  can  be  conceived,  than  in  labors, 
(call  them  experiments  if  yow  i)loase,)  in  the  woods  and  iirkls.  Imagine, 
for  instance,  that  (i\QYy  School  had  its  garden,  and  that  tlic  thousand 
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illustrations  of  natural  science  incident  to  its  careful  cultivation  were 
made  familiar  to  the  pupil,  what  a  source  of  pleasure  and  profit  would 
be  afibrded.  Trees  alone,  •  the  rules  of  their  growth,  transplanting, 
grafting,  &c.,  with  a  ftill  knowledge  of  their  habits  and  uses,  would 
richly  reward  numerous  excursions  and  experiments." 

In  drafting  the  bill  incorporating  the  University,  particular  reference 
was  had  to  the  suggestions  herein  contained,  and  an  express  provision 
made  for  extending  the  sphere  of  its  labor  in  the  direction  indicated. 
It  may  be  asserted,  without  hesitation,  that  no  teacher  is  fully  qualified 
to  conduct  the  schools  in  the  rural  districts  of  such  a  State  as  this, 
unless  he  possesses  the  knowledge  necessary  to  render  his  sympathy 
with  agriculture,  and  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  the  farmer,  of  the  most 
active  kind.     It  inay  not  be  necessary  that  he  should  be  a  practical 
farmer,  but  he  must  understand  the  theory  of  agriculture  at  least,  and 
be  at  all  times  in  full  sympathy  with  the  pursuits  of  those  whose  children 
he  labors  ta  benefit.     It  is  true  that  Agricultural  Schools  are  being 
established  in  the  various  States,  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  disseminate 
among  the  masses  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  agriculture,  &c.,  but 
this,  so  far  from  obviating  the  necessity  of  the  kind  of  instructiofi  here 
contended  for  on  the  part  of  Normal  School  teachers,  only  adds  force 
to  the  suggestion.    With  a  good  Agricultural  School  in  each  congres- 
sional district  in  the  State,  capable  of  instructing  all  the  inhabitants  oi 
such  districts  in  the  primary  principles  of  good  husbandry,  some  know- 
ledge of  that  art  would  be,  not  only  liighly  essential,  but  absolutely 
necessary  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  who  should  attempt  to  teach  a 
Common  School  in  this  State.    Experience  has  everywhere  demonstra- 
ted the  fact  that  those  teachers  are  the  most  successful,  who,  by  their 
peculiar  tact  or  acquirements,  arc  enabled  to  get  closest  to  the  every 
day  interests   and  pursuits  of  those  among  whom  they  teach.    How 
can  any  teacher  so  well  enlist  the  cordial  sympathy  and  support  of  the 
inliabitants  of  an   agricultural  district,  as  by  exliibiting  an  intelligent 
interest  in  their  daily  labors,  suggesting  improvements  in  their  modes 
of  agriculture,  bringing  to  their  knowledge  the  results  of  experience 
bad  elsewhere,  and,  generally,  manifesting  a  ready  intelligence  upon,  and 
interest  in,  all  their  occupations. 

Wliether  it  will  ever  be  deemed  advisable  to  so  far  extend  the  sphere 
of  labor  in  this  institution  as  to  embrace  a  full  knowledge  of  experi- 
luental  and  practical  farming  is  perhaps  uncertain;  but  however  that 
may  be,  there  certainly  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  eminent  fitness  and 
practicability  of  including  in  the  course  of  study  and  labor  pursued, 
a  theoretical'  knowledge  of  the  science  of  agriculture  in  all  its  l)nmches, 
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and  to  illustrate,  so  far  as  inay  be,  the  information  tlius  imparted  by 
actual  experiment. 

The  undersigned  will  not  here  disguise  the  fact  that  numerous  objec- 
tions were  urged  against  the  establishment  of  this  institution,  and  that 
there  is  still  a  considerable  party  in  the  State,  who  doubt  the  expediency 
of  the  State  extending  its  aid  to  such  an  enterprise.  The  principal 
grounds  of  objection  on  the  part  of  those  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the 
act,  (and  the  same  objections  apply  equally  now,)  were — 

1.  That  if  teaching  was  a  profession,  as  contended,  there  was  no 
good  reason  why  the  State  should  assume  the  responsibility  of  educating 
its  followers,  any  more  than  there  was  for  its  furnishing  the  Schools  of 
Medicine  or  Law.  That  the  same  principles  of  private  interest,  and 
demand  and  sujjply,  which  prevailed  in  the  case  of  the  latter  professions, 
would  regulate  the  former. 

It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  objection  to  assert  that  the  State  needs 
and  must  have  the  services  of  professionally  educated  teachers,  and  that 
in  order  to  get  them  she  must  educate  them.     The  inducements  to  enter 
the  profession  are  so  meagre,  as  compared  with  the  other  professions, 
that  schools  for  the  education  of  its  followers  do  not  and  will  not,  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  spring  up  and  thrive  as  do  other  professional  schools. 
To  exist  at  all  for  the  present,  they  must  receive  the  aid  and  support  of 
the  government.     And  that  aid  and  support  the  government  should 
readily  grant,  on  the  principle  of  self-interest  alone,  if  from  no  other 
reasons.     Republican  institutions  can  only  exist  among  an  enlightened, 
educated  people.     Tlie  Public  Schools  of  the  country  are  the  principal 
mediums  of  furnishing  such  enlightenment  to  the  masses  of  the  people. 
Such  schools  are  supported  by  the  government.     Is  it  not  the  heighth  of 
wisdom  on  her  part  to  furnish  the  teachers  for  such  schools,  fully  com- 
petent in  all  respects  to  perform  the  difficult  tasks  assigned  thorn,  rather 
than  to  squander  her  means  in  the  attempt  to  maintain  a  system  of 
schools  under  the  guidance  and  control  of  teachers  but  illy  qualified  to 
discharge  the  momentous  trusts  committed  to  their  care? 

2.  It  was  contended,  secondly,  that  the  institutions  already  existing 
in  the  State  did  now  furnish  a  large  number  of  teachers,  and  could 
readily  furnish  all  that  would  be  demanded,  and  that,  therefore,  there 
was  no  necessity  for  establishing  an  additional  institution  like  the  one 
proposed. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  while  there  were  some  good  teachers 
who  had  received  their  preparation  for  teaching  in  the  higher  institu- 
tions of  leamhig  already  existing  in  the  State,  the  number  was  compa- 
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ratively  small;  and  that  the  best  of  these,  -with  an  occasional  exception, 
never  attained  that  high  standard  of  professional  excellence  deemed 
essential  to  the  highest  good  of  the  Public  Schools ;  while  the  great 
body  of  such  teachers  were  but  pursuing  the  calling  for  the  time  being, 
and  as  a  stepping  stone  to  some  more  lucrative  employment,  all  of  whom 
were  either  painfully  conscious  of  their  utter  deficiency  in  the  attain- 
ments and  qualifications  of  a  good  teacher,  or,  what  was  still  worse, 
stupidly  ignorant  of  both.  That  those  institutions  did  not  propose  to 
furnish  the  special  training  necessary  to  make  skillful  teachers,  and  that 
they,  therefore,  could  not  be  relied  on  to  meet  the  required  demand. 

3.  That  in  taking  the  interest  on  the  College  and  Seminary  funds 
to  maintain  the  Nonnal  School,  so  much  was  deducted  from  the  Cont- 
mon  School  funds  of  the  State,  and  that  to  such  an  extent  the  Public 
Sohools  were  deprived  of  their  support. 

A  reference  to  the  statistics  contained  in  another  portion  of  this  report 
will  show  that  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  has  been  expended 
for  the  Public  Schools  of  the  State  during  the  past  two  years,  and  that, 
of  that  sum  nearly  two  millions  and  a  half  has  been  paid  to  teachers. 
Again,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  as  to  the  "mmiber  of  well  qualified 
teachers  wanted,"  it  is  stated  that  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  are  required.  In  \'iew  of  the  immense  expenditure  of  money  for 
school  purposes,  and  the  number  of  teachers  wanted,  as  exhibited  by  the 
above  statistics,  can  any  one  doubt  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  sus- 
taining an  institution  at  the  public  exjiense,  to  some  extent,  for  the  edu- 
cation of  teachers?  The  amount  the  State  contributes  to  the  support  of 
the  Normal  School  is  but  a  mere  pittance,  as  compared  to  tlie  total 
expenditure  for  school  purposes;  and  every  principle  of  economy  and 
good  government  would  seem  to  justify  the  appropriation. 

4.  Again,  it  was  asked  what  guarantee  the  State  would  have  that  the 
pupils,  educated  in  such  an  institution,  would  pursue  the  calling  of 
teaching  for  any  length  of  time,  and  thereby  accomplish  the  ends 
sought. 

To  this  inquiry  it  was  answered  that  the  instruction  given  in  a  Nor- 
mal School  was  strictly  professional  in  its  character,  and  that  the  pres- 
ence of  the  inmate  of  such  an  institution  afforded  the  sarae  guarantee 
that  such  inmate  intended  to  pursue  the  calling  for  which  the  institution 
furnished  the  necessary  qualifications,  as  the  presence  of  an  attendant  at 
a  Medical  or  Law  School  indicated  that  such  attendant  designed  to 
practice  medicine  or  law.  It  may  be  true  that  the  graduates  of  a  Nor- 
mal School  are  better  fitted  to  pursue  many  of  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life 
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&an  lure  the  graduates  of  any  of  the  other  professional  schools,  and  that 
tber^ore  the  temptations  to  engage  in  some  such  pursuit  are  far  greater 
in  the  ease  of  the  former  than  in  that  of  the  latter.  It  is  undoubtedly 
Ijrue  that  the  experience  acquired  in  the  school  room  is  of  vast  advan- 
tage to  the  possessor,  who  in  after  life  should  follow  any  other  calling. 
The  statement  of  the  most  profound  of  modem  EngUsh  writers,  that 
**the  eminent  American  statesmen,  nearly  all  of  w^hom  have  been  school 
teachers  in  their  youths,  owe  more  to  their  pedagogical  experience  tlian 
to  all  other  causes  for  their  success  in  life,"  is  as  true  as  it  is  complimen- 
tary to  the  profession.  Again,  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the 
pecuniary  inducements  to  remain  in  the  profession  are  still  in  the  aggre- 
gate comparatively  small.  This  is  an  evil,  however,  that  is  destined, 
ultimately^  to  remedy  itself.  As  the  profession  raise  their  standard  of 
excellence,  they  will  grow  in  the  public  estimation  and  esteem,  until 
ihey  will  naturally  command  the  compensation  due  the  high  services 
fliey  render.  To  provide  so  far  as  may  be  against  the  temporary  con- 
tingencies above  mentioned,  the  applicant  for  admission  to  tlie  Normal 
School  is  required  to  sign  a  written  declaration,  that  he  or  she  intends  to 
make  teaching  their  business,  before  tliey  can  be  admitted  to  the  school. 
Of  course  such  a  declaration  amounts  to  nothing,  except  so  far  as  the 
intention  of  the  applicant  is  concerned  at  the  time  of  admission.  It 
may  be  safely  assumed,  however,  that  the  graduates  of  the  Normal 
School  pursue  the  business  of  teaching  for  a  longer  time  than  the  State 
famishes  the  same  graduates  gratuitous  instmction,  and  that  on  abund- 
ant equivalent  is  thus  rendered,  to  say  nothing  of  the  influence  of  such 
teachers  upon  the  cause  of  education  after  they  may  have  retired  from 
the  work  of  teaching. 

Numerous  other  minor  objections  were  urged  against  the  establish- 
ment of  such  an  institution  by  tlioso  unfriendly  to  it,  aU  of  which  opera- 
ted with  equal  force  in  the  other  States,  where  such  institutions  prevail, 
lend  all  of  which  dwindled  away  before  the  overshadowing  importance 
of  a  great  public  necessity. 


EESULTS. 

The  general  results  in  the  State,  during  the  last  two  years,  may  be 
briefly  smnmed  up  as  follows: 

1.    The  establishment  of  a  State  Normal  University. 

3.  The  organization  of  a  system  of  School  District  Libraries,  and 
the  introduction  of  one  thousand  of  the  same  into  the  school  districts  of 
the  State. 
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3.  The  building  of  three  thousand  school  houses  in  the  various  school 
districts  of  the  State. 

4.  The  sustaining  of  Free  Schools  for  nearly  seven  months,  during 
each  of  the  school  years,  1857  and  1858,  in  nearly  all  the  school  districts 
of  the  State. 

5.  Tlie  organization  of  about  two  thousand  new  school  districts  in 
the  State. 

6.  The  organization  of  over  fifty  Teachers'  Institutes  in  the  variouB 
counties  of  the  Stat«. 

7.  The  conversion  of  over  two-thirds  of  the  Private  Academies  and 
Se^linarie^,  which  had  an  existence  in  the  State  two  years  since,  into 
Public  Graded  Schools  under  the  law. 

8.  Tlie  introduction  of  the  most  approved  styles  of  School  Furniture 
and  Apparatus  into  a  considerable  number  of  the  school  districts  of  tha 
State. 

9.  The  awakening  and  building  up  of  an  all-powerful  and  constantly 
increasing  public  opinion,  in  all  portions  of  the  State,  and  especially  the 
southern,  in  favor  of  popular  education,  which  has  no  parallel  in  thA 
history  of  the  country. 

If  the  next  two  years  shall  demonstrate  as  great  an  array  of  actual 
results,  and  as  gratifying  an  increase  in  the  educational  agencies  of  the 
State,  as  the  last  two  have,  Illinois  will  occupy  an  educational  position 
second  to  that  of  no  otlier  State  in  the  Union.  In  resigning  the  labori- 
ous and  diflicult  duties  of  this  department  into  the  hands  of  my  accoiib- 
plishcd  successsor,  I  do  so  with  the  full  assurance  that  Illinois  has  taken 
a  position  in  favor  of  the  advancing  and  elevating  educational  sentiments 
of  the  age,  from  which  she  never  can  and  never  will  retreat.  What- 
ever may  be  the  fortunes  of  individuals,  or  parties — religious  or  political 
— ^whatever  material  destiny  m^  await  this  great  State  in  the  future,  in 
all  those  higher  concerns,  upon  which  the  well-being,  glory  and  renown 
of  any  people  must  at  last  depend,  she  lias  laid  the  foundation  of  a  de** 
tiny  as  brilliant  as  it  will  be  enduring. 

WM.  H.  POWELL. 


APPENDIX. 


EEPOKTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ALEXANDER. 

Thebes,  J^ov.  10,  1858. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

Dear  Sib: — I  herewith  send  you  reports  of  school  treasurers.  They  are 
unsatisfactory  to  me ;  hut  I  have  done  the  hest  I  could.  It  is  an  up-hill  husiness 
in  our  county.  I  have  tried  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  people  I  think  gener- 
ally favorable  to  our  present  system  of  education ;  but  I  must  confess  it  is 
badly  carried  out.  The  laws  are  imperfectly  understood  by  most  of  school 
officers  in  the  county.  Hoping  you  may  be  able  to  make  something  out  of  my 
report,  I  remain,         ,  i 

i  • .  Respectfully  yours, 

'  L.  L.  LIGHTNER, 

School  Commissioner. 


BOND. 

« 

School  Commissioners  Office, 

Greenville,  Nov.  8, 1858. 
To  Hon.  W.  H.  Powell, 

Svperintendeni  of  Public  Instruction: 

Dear  Sir — Accompanying  this,  I  inclose  to  you  my  statistical  report  of  the 
condition  of  schools  in  this  county  for  the  two  years  ending  October  1,  1859. 

The  reports  from  the  several  townships  have  contained  but  one  suggestion 
in  the  way  of  an  amendment  to  the  present  lay,  and  that  is  tLat  the  appor- 
tionment of  funds  by  the  township  trustees  should  be  made  j^roro/a,  according 
to  the  number  of  children  in  the  districts  in  which  schools  have  been  kept,  in- 
stead of  according  to  the  number  of  days'  attendance  at  the  several  schools,  as 
is  the  case  at  present.  This  change  is  urged,  mainly  for  the  reason  that  it 
would  favor  the  weaker  districts  in  which  the  attendance  is  not  usually  so 
large  in  proportion  to  the  population,  and  in  which  also,  schools  cannot  I  e  main- 
tamed  for  so  large  a  portion  of  the  year.  It  appears  to  the  undersigned  that 
this  reason  has  considerable  weight.  There  are  some  points  in  which  the 
school  law  now  in  force  is  judged  to  need  amendment,  without  affecting  its  es- 
sential and  characteristic  features. 


1.  The  principle  should  be  recognized  that  the  ''laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire." 
A  community  has  no  more  right  to  exact  labor  without  reward,  when  that 
labor  is  intended  for  the  public  good,  than  a  private  member  of  the  community 
when  it  results  to  his  individual  interest.  Indeed  the  neglect  of  this  maxim 
of  right  and  justice,  is  less  excusable  in  a  community,  because  it  is  better  able 
than  an  individual  to  render  a  suitable  remuneration.  The  provision  in  any 
law,  that  is  in  conflict  with  this  plain  principle  of  natural  ri^'ht  and  justice,  is  in- 
defensible and  should  be  repealed.  It  is  equally  in  conflict  with  the  Divine  law, 
which  forbade  the  muzzling  of  the  '*oz  that  treadeth  out  the  corn.*'  Moreover 
it  is  in  conflict  with  good  policy  and  true  wisdom.  We  have  no  right  to 
expect  that  unpaid  or  half'paid  lab  }T  will  be  well  and  promptly  performed. 
This  view  has  a  bearing  upon  the  question  as  to  the  best  "supervision  of  schools." 
Within  reasonable  limits  that  will  be  best  which  is  best  paid  for.  We  cannot 
expect  the  penalty  of  the  law  to  be  exacted  of  directors  for  their  failure  to  .visit 
schools,  when  the  conscience  of  every  man  whispers,  *'  you  have  no  ri^t  to 
punish  a  man  for  the  refusal  to  labor,  when  you  have  demanded  of  him  unre- 
quited toil."  Now,  as  a  fact,  a  very  large  amount  of  labor  is  demanded  of 
county  clerks,  directors,  trustees,  treasurers  and  commissioners,  without  any 
adequate  remuneration. 

2.  The  time  for  the  election  of  directors  should  be  changed.  The  election 
occurs  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  school  year,  and  also  at  the  very  time 
the  winter  term  of  schools  commences.      The  old  board  often  defer  to  make 

^  contracts  with  teachers  and  other  necessary  arrangements  for  schools,  until 
their  successors  are  chosen.  The  new  board,  in  many  cases,  requires  several 
weeks  to  understand  the  nature  of  their  duties  and  the  Wants  of  their  district. 
Thus  a  considerable  period  of  the  best  time  to  engage  teachers,  and  put  the 
school  in  operation,  passes  unimproved,  to  the  seri<fus  detriment  of  the  dis- 
trict. All  difficulty  might  be  obviated  if  the  election  day  were  fixed  a  month 
or  more  earlier. 

3.  The  undersigned  would  deem  it  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  the  school  « 
funds  of  the  townships  and  counties,  if  a  well  devised  form  of  a  deed  of  trusty    ^ 
could  be  substituted  for  the  present  form  of  mortgage  for  the  security  of  loans. 
The  foreclosure  of  mortgages  not  only  requires  delay  and  the  intervention  of 
the  courts,  but  is  expensive.     It  is  supposed  that  the  average   expense  o£^ 
foreclosing  mortgages  will  not  be  less  than  ten  dollars.  ($10.)     The  ag- 
gregate amount  of  such  expenses  in  the  whole  State  is  a  very  serious  tax 
upon  our  school  funds,  which  might  just  as  well  be  obviated. 

4.  The  undersigned  would  deem  it  an  improvement  of  our  school  law  if 
the  requirement  of  a  certificate  of  character  and  qualification  to  teach,  were 
altogether  stricken  out.  The  examination  made  by  the  commissioner,  or  his  as- 
sistants, can  determine  only  the  question  of  scholarship;  and  this,  not  always  sat* 
isfactorily.  There  are  several  other  essential  qualifications  of  the  successful 
teacher ;  and  hence  the  candidate  for  the  position  of  teacher  may  pass  a  toler- 
able examination  on  the  seven  branches  named  in  the  law,  and  yet  miserably 
fail  in  the  school  room.  Let  the  directors  and  patrons  of  the  school  feel  that 
the  eiitire  responsibility  of  selecting  the  teacher  rests  upon  /Aem,  as  the  parties 
interested  in  his  success,  and  it  is  believed  that  such  appointments  will  be  made 
more  carefully  and  judiciously  than  under  the  present  svstem.  Then  the  pre- 
vious character  as  a  successful  teacher,  or  the  known  talent  and  qualification  of 
the  individual  who  aspires  to  be  the  educator  of  the  youth  of  a  neighborhood, 
would  be  the  basis  of  his  appointment.  Why  should  one  man  in  a  county  have 
the  privilege  and  t'  e  responsibility  of  saying  who  shall,  or  who  shall  not,  .be 
the  teachers  of  n*i  the  children  in  the  county?  In  the  democratic  character  of 
our  institutions  we  allow  the  people  to  choose  their  oflicers  of  almost  every 


ire/  [  other  class.    Why  not  trust  them  alone  with  :he  selection  of  the  proper  pe 

±t.  i  sons  to  teach  their  children? 

i:}l-  6.     Our  school  law  is  generally  helieved  to  be  much  too  long.     A  plaine 

axiL  briefer,  simpler  statute,  setting  forth  only  a  few  leading  principles  and  rule 

ai:.  would,  it  is  believed,  meet  the  wants  of  our  people,  and  be  managed  mu( 

»  more  successfully  in  its  practical  operation, 

is  z.-  In  regard  to  the  statistical  report,  there  are  some  points  on  which  it  is  n 

li'T.  full  or  accurate. 

or-f:  For  example,  the  number  of  well  qualified  teachers,  and  the  additional  nur 

-^  ::  her  needed.    Most  of  tbe  treasurers  say  they  cannot  answer  this  question.    IV 

131 7..  opinion  is  that  we  have  about  forty  well  qualified  teachers  in  this  county,  ai 

:U-'  ihat  we  ^eed  about  twenty  more. 

at-  "The  amount  of  fines  received  "from  justices  of  the  peace"  is  given  in  tl 

^--'  report ;  but  this  is  quite  a  small  part  of  the  fines  received  by  this  office.   Mu( 

-C :.  the  larger  amount  comes  from  the  circuit  court,  through  the  sheriff  or  cler 

^^'  The  total  amount  of  fines  received  is  as  follows : 

J  -:  For  year  ending  October  1,  1857, $287  00 

^:  "       «'        "  «         1,1858, 309  00 

1;^  Total, $596  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  W.  HYNES, 

School  CommisMioner. 
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BOONE. 

School  Commissioner's  Offics, 
Jfovember  17,  1858. 
To  the  Suptriniendenl  of  Public  Instruction : 

Sia — Mr.  L.  W.  Lawrence,  township  treasurer,  says :    The  law  should  r 

quire  the  directors  to  take  a  census  of  the  children.     Great  complaint  is  mad 

and  I  think  justly,  of  the  unjust  distribution  of  the  funds.     The  law  requir 

fc  the  whole  amount  of  funds  on  hand  in  April  and  October,  to  be  distribute 

^  and  the  balance,  if  any,  after  paying  teachers,  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  tl 

f  distuct.     The  greatest  amount  by  far  is  distributed  in  April.     The  cons 

^  quence  is,  that  some  districts  have  an  increasing  surplus,  while  others  a 

L  burdened  with  taxation,  and  are  yet  in  debt.    The  law  should  distribute  i 

M  amount  safiicient  to  pay  the  teachers  in  April ;  the  balance  should  be  distrib 

ted  in  October,  on  the  summer  schedule ;  no  district  receiving  more  than  the 

schedule  calls  for. 

Mr.  P.  S.  Crittenden,  township  treasurer,  expresses  the  same  idea. 
The  trustees  of  the  town  of  Boone  express  the  same  sentiment ;  also,  th 
the  township  trustees  should  be  elected  at  the  regular  town  meeting  in  tl 
spring ;  as  it  is,  we  cannot  get  the  people  to  go  to  the  election ;  sometimes  s 
k  enough  to  form  a  board.    1  think  this  last  proposition  very  necessary. 

I  Respectfully  submitted, 

f  J.  B.  TINKER, 

t  School  CommissioMr* 


BROWN. 

Mt.  Sterling,  Jfovember  8,  1858. 

To  the  Superiniendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

Sir — ^I  submit  to  you  herewith  my  biennial  report  of  the  condition  of  schools 
in  Brown  county,  for  the  past  two  years,  which,  though  not  so  full  as  I  could 
wish  it,  is  as  complete  as  I  could  make  it.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  get  the 
necessary  information  from  the  different  townships,  without  going  to  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  sending  a  competent  person  to  the  several  townships,  expressly 
for  that  purpose.  I  think,  however,  you  will  find  the  statistics  herewith  fur* 
nished  more  complete  than  we  have  hitherto  been  able  to  send  you  from  this 
county.  Our  common  school  system  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and,  though  the  law 
is  evidently  defective  in  bome  of  its  parts,  yet,  when  its  details  come  to  be 
more  thoroughly  understood  by  our  school  officers  and  people,  it  will  evi- 
dently work  well.  One  great  difficulty  hitherto  in  the  way  of  the  system  has 
been  the  frequent  changes  in  the  school  law ;  for  all  experience  demonstrates 
the  fact  that  any  law,  to  be  effective,  should  be  permanent ;  and  yet,  while  this  is 
the  case,  there  are  a  few  amendments  I  think  should  be  made  to  our  present 
law.  I  think  the  manner  of  distributing  the  funds  of  townships  should  be 
changed  so  as  to  carry  out  the  same  principle  that  is  observed  in  distributing 
the  State  fund  to  counties,  and  also  in  distributing  county  funds  to  townships. 
If  the  principle  be  a  correct  one,  I  can  see  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not 
run  throughout  the  law.  I  would  also  suggest  that,  that  part  of  the  law 
requiring  districts  to  keep  a  six  months  school  be  repealed,  and  that  each  dis- 
trict be  allowed  its  share  of  the  funds,  with  full  power  to  apply  it  in  the  manner 
that  shall  seem  most  suitable  to  the  directors  in  keeping  up  schools  in  the  dis- 
trict. Then  lot  the  citizens  of  the  district  have  the  power,  by  a  vote,  to  levy 
such  tax  as  the  wants  of  the  district  may  require,  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
terms  of  school  after  the  regular  fund  is  exhausted.  I  believe  that  all  political 
power  emanates  from  the  people,  and  should  be  only  delegated  by  them  when  the 
exercise  of  that  power  by  them  is  impracticable ;  hence,  when  the  people  can 
meet  and  act  in  a  primary  capacity  they  should  certainly  be  permitted  to  do 
so.  It  seems  to  me  that  none  are  so  well  able  to  judge  of  the  wants  of  a- dis- 
trict or  of  the  ability  of  its  citizens  to  pay  taxe^  as  the  people  themselves.  That 
provision  of  our  school  law  which  makes  it  obligatory  upon  each  district  to 
keep  a  six  months  school,  in  each  year  is  looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye  by 
many  of  our  citizens,  and  is  regarded  as  being  a  little  too  compulsory  to  suit 
the  genius  of  our  free  institutions;  and  so  long  as  this  provision  of  our  law  is 
looked  on  with  distrust  or  dislike  by  any  considerable  number  of  our  citizens, 
so  long  will  it  weigh  like  an  incubus  upon  the  system.  Our  people  are  over- 
burdened with  taxes,  and  the  present  law,  in  some  of  its  features,  operates 
hardly  upon  those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it — the  citizens  of  thinly  popula- 
ted districts — an  evil  which  our  legislature,  by  all  means,  should  seek  to  remedy. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  plan  I  have  suggested,  to  distribute  the  funds  to  the 
districts  in  the  same  manner  they  are  distributed  to  the  townships,  would  par- 
tially obviate  this  objection  to  the  law,  and  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  law 
requiring  districts  to  keep  a  six  months  school,  and  leaving  the  power  to  levy 
school  taxes  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  where  it  properly  belongs,  would  effect- 
ually remedy  it.  In  speaking  of  the  practical  operation  of  our  school  law,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  the  office  of  school  commissioner.  The 
present  law,  whilst  requiring  onerous  duties  at  the  hands  of  the  school  com- 
missioner, makes  no  provision  for  an  adequate  compensation  to  him  for  his  labor. 


i¥hilst  this  is  suflfered  to  remain  so,  no  one  can  be  expected  to  discharge  the 
luties  of  that  o£Bce  as  they  should  be  discharged.  I  regard  that  as  the  most 
mportant.  office  in  the  county,  and.  one  that  should  command  the  services  of 
lie  best  talent  and  ability  the  county  affords.  If  the  compensation  of  school 
xnnmissioners  was  such  that  it  would  command  the  services  of  an  active  and 
efficient  man  and  then  require  him  to  devote  the  whole,  or  at  least  the  greater 
Mit  of  his  time  in  superintending  the  schools  in  his  county,  I  think  it  would 
{ire  an  impulse  to  the  cause  of  education  in  our  State  which  has  never  yet  been 
Mt  or  seen.  By  devoting  his  whole  time  to  the  subject  of  education  and  our 
XMnmon  schools,  he  would  be  able  to  develop  the  practical  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  would  be  the  efficient  counselor  of  all  the  school  officers  in  the  county. 
He  might  be  required  to  visit  all  the  schools  in  his  county  at  least  once  in  each 
(quarter,  and  give  as  many  lectures  upon  the  subject  of  education  in  each  dis- 
trict as  his  other  duties  would  permit.  This  would  give  vitality  to  the  system, 
and  would  secure,  what  we  all  desire,  a  full,  complete  and  faithful  administra- 
tion of  tlie  school  law. 

Having  been  connected  with  our  schools  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
having  closely  watched  the  operation  of  every  school  law  we  have  had  within 
that  period,  I  am  satisfied  that,  though  we  have  the  germ  of  a  good  system,  a 
great  deal  remains  to  be  done  to  bring  the  system  to  that  perfection  which  is  so 
very  desirable.  By  avoiding  the  mistakes  of  the  past,  and  availing  ourselves 
of  the  benefits  of  experience,  we  may  hope  to  fully  develop  a  system  of  educa- 
tion that  shall  be  productive  of  great  and  glorious  results.  It  is  a  duty  we  owe 
to  society,  to  ourselves,  to  our  children,  and  to  unborn  generations,  to  foster  and 
cherish  the  cause  of  education  and  the  system  of  common  schools,  until  every 
district  and  every  neighborhood  in  our  State  shall  rejoice  in  the  advantages  of 
a  school,  and  until  the  system  shall  become  firmly  established  in  our  land,  and 
its  foundations  deeply  laid  in  the  affections  of  our  people,  its  shaft,  like  some 
classic  siruclure,  shall  stand  up  in  all  its  beautiful  and  magnificent  proportions, 
the  palladium  of  our  libe/ties,  the  pride  of  our  State,  ancfibe  crowning  glory 
of  a  free  and  happy  people.  A.  A.  GLENN, 

School  Commissioner, 


BUREAU. 

School  Commissioner's  Office, 
JSTovember  8,  1S58. 
To  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Powell, 

SicUe  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

I  have,  after  a  great  deal  of  writing  and  sending  messages  to  the  different 
township  treasurers,  secured  reports  from  all  of  them.  I  was  obliged,  how- 
ever, to  send  a  messenger  for  one  of  them,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  the  re- 
port was  so  late.  If  I  should  ever  send  another  report  to  your  department,  it 
will  go  earlier,  if  I  have  to  see  every  board  of  trustees  in  the  county.  I  will 
not  wait,  as  I  have  done  this  time.  We  have  just  had  a  first  rate  institute  here 
-•about  one  hundred  teachers  in  attendance — altlieugh  the  weather  was  most 
horrible,  we  continued  our  Quarterly  Institute  as  last  year. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  offering  my  report.  It  is  not  as  full  as  I  could  desire, 
but  the  best  that  I  can  produce  imder  the  circumstances.  Our  school  interest 
is  rising  and  extending.    I  expect  to  visit  schools  this  winter,  thoroughly.    I 


6 

have,  considerably,  the  summer  past,  and  the  people  are  anxious  to  haire  me 
visit  more  than  I  do.  I  receive  the  92  per  diem ;  but  that  is  not  enough ;  it 
costs  that  to  travel.  I  cannot  make  myself  ''good"  for  my  trouble  and  timi 
devoted  to  the  work ;  the  remuneration  is  inadequate.  I  have  made  8acrifiee% 
and  expect  to  do  so  again,  but  the  office  deserves  a  good  salary  as  well  ascou^ 
ty  clerks  or  sheriflfs — both  of  which  offices  in  this  county  are  worth  frai 
SI, 500  to  S2,000  per  annum.  Moreover,  this  is  work  that  should  be  douK 
The  school  cause  requires  the  supervision,  labor  and  thought  of  one  g^ood  nm 
in  each  county  all  the  lime,  and  the  county  can  well  afford  to  pay  for  such 
work. 

I  offer  the  following  remarks  and  suggestions  which  occur  to  my  mind  in 
working  the  machinerv  in  this  county. 

1st.  The  present  law  should  be  carefully  revised  and  pruned.  It  is  quite 
ambiguous  at  present,  and  few  men  can  understand  it.  This  I  presume  yoa 
will  see  to. 

2d.  School  directors,  and  perhaps  trustees^  should  be  elected  for  three 
years,  and  one  go  out  each  year ;  thus  securing  a  board  who  know  something 
of  their  duties  all  the  time  in  office.     This  is  the  desire  of  this  county. 

3d.  Directors  should  be  required  to  make  the  necessary  enumeration,  to  be 
furnished  the  township  treasurer ;  then  we  can  have  full  and  reliable  reports. 

4th.  Yearly  reports  should  be  made  out,  or,  only  once  in  two  years ;  and 
not  try  to  furnish,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  a  report  for  each  year. 

5th.  This  I  regard  of  vital  importance,  to  wit :  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year.  It  works  great  inconvenience  and  damage  ccnmencing  as  it  now  does  lA 
October.  I  thiuk  the  first  Monday  in  September  greatly  to  be  preferred.  I 
know  it  would  be  in  this  county, 

6th.  Some  of  our  best  men  think  they  lose  money  in  giving  to  township 
treasurers  the  2  per  cent,  on  moneys  raised  by  directors,  as  they  have  all  the 
responsibility  of  keeping  and  caring  for  it  as  they  do  other  funds — and  the  ride 
accompanying  it  is  something. 

7th.  Many  desire  to  have  the  election  of  directors  simplified — made  m(m 
easy. 

But  I  must  close,  hoping  that  something  will  be  done  in  the  right  direction 
this  winter. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  P,  ALLEN, 

School  Commissions^ 


CHAMPAIGN. 

School  Commissioner's  Office, 
J^ovember  12,  1858. 
Mr.  Powell: 

Dear  Sir — ^I  never  undertook  a  more  complicated  job  than  making  out  this 
report.  It  is  almost,  or  quite,  impossible,  to  make  it  correct,  from  the  fact  that 
we  have  very  little  reliable  data.  Treasurer*s  books  have  been  kept  in  such  a 
loose  way  that  I  can  tell  almost  nothing  about  them.  I  have  visited  many  of 
them  in  person ;  hence  the  delay  in  sending  in  the  report.  We  hope  to  remedy 
this  by  getting  new  treasurers'  books.  Our  schools  are  gaining  fast.  Oar 
graded  schools  are  doing  finely.    The  people  evince  a  good  degree  of  interest 


Some  wish  the  school  law  so  modified  that  the-  directors  can  hold  office  three 
rears  and  one  go  out  of  office  at  a  time,  so  that  the  board  may  not  be  wholly 
lew.  Others  think  that  six  months  school  should  not  be  exacted,  where  the 
listricta  are  sparsely  settled.  All  say  that  the  law  should  be  so  changed  that 
be  achool  commissioner  should  receive  compenBation  for  visitation  of  schools. 
Ify  time  has  been  wholly  occupied  with  school  matters  since  I  took  the  offiee, 
ad  you  know  a  man  will  lose  money  in  that  business.  Hoping  that  the  legis- 
ature  will  make  it  a  living  business  next  winter, 

I  remain  respectfully  yours, 

T.  R.  LEAL, 
School  CommiasioMr. 


CHRISTIAN. 

lb  the  Suptriniendeni  of  Public  Instruction : 

Dkak  Sir — The  foregoing  report  does  not  exhibit  the  real  condition  of  the 
idiools  of  this  county.  School  officers  have  not  become  familiar  with  the 
mtent  law,  and  of  course  their  reports  are  meagre — presenting  less  than  per- 
fect reports  would  do.  Especially  that  part  of  the  report  embracing  the  year 
\BS7.  I  have  reported  them  to  you  as  they  liave  been  reported  to  me.  Many 
items  were  omitted  which  makes  it  appear  like  there  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween the  two  years — much  greater  than  the  fact.  It  appears  to  me  that  our 
adiool  law  ought  to  be  abridged,  for  as  it  now  stands  upon  our  statutes,  the 
achool  officers  are  complaining  that  they  cannot  understand  it  well  enough  to 
do  their  duty  as  they  ought  to.  I  will  suggest  one  idea  to  your  honor:  Where 
there  is  a  school  district  made  out  of  several  townships,  I  think  it  would  be  to  the 
eonvenience  of  the  citizens  of  said  district  to  have  a  district  organization.  Let 
them  have  their  treasurer  and  board  of  education,  and  draw  their  money  from 
the  commissioner.  It  would  save  trouble  and  time.  We  have  one  school  dis- 
trict that  embraces  part  of  four  townships,  consequently  they  have  to  draw  or- 
ders on  four  treasurers  instead  of  one.  In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  much  satis- 
faction to  be  able  to  state  that  in  tny  judgment  the  condition  of  the  commooi 
schools  of  Christian  county  is  improving. 

Yours  respectfully, 

S.  S.  CISNA, 
School  Commissioner. 


COOK. 

School  Comhisstoner's  Office, 

J^ovember  27,  185S. 
To  the  Superinimderd  of  Public  Instruction: 

Si» — The  following  suggestions  have  been  submitted  by  the  treasurers: 
*'I  think  that  the  school  law  should  be  so  altered,  that  districts  formed  out  of 
fortk>n8  of  two  or  more  townships,  may  be  changed  at  an  adjourned  meeting  of 
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the  trustees,  for  it  is  not  possible  for  trustees  of  different  townships  to  act  io 
conjunction  on  the  days  of  their  regular  meetings." 

*'If  reports  of  this  kind  are  to  be  made  for  each  year,  I  think  it  would  be 
less  trouble,  and  far  greater  accuracy  would  be  attained,  to  have  the  report  for 
each  year  made  up  separately,  and  during  the  year  so  reported.*' 

Geo.  Scovili.e,  Township  TrecLSur^r. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  above.  WM.  L.  GREENLEAF. 

**I  would  suggest  that  the  law  be  altered  as  it  was  in  1854,  for  the  trustees 
to  levy  the  tax  to  pay  teachers;  while  it  was  in  operation  it  worked  admirably 
in  this  town  ;  but  since  the  directors  have  levied  it,  there  has  been  nothing  bat 
confusion.  Some  districts  levy  none,  and  other  districts  too  much,  and  very 
few  specify  what  it  is  for." 

RoBT.  J.  Ed  BROOK,  Treasurer^  T.  40,  R.13E, 

"As  to  the  operation  of  the  school  law,  we  are  not  prepared  to  point  out  any 
particular  defects — all  seem  to  be  tolerably  well  satisfied  with  it.  If  we  were 
to  sug<2:est  any  change  it  would  be  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  levying  and 
collecting  taxes.  Instead  of  having  them  assessed  by  the  county  clerk,  we 
would  have  them  levied  and  collected  by  the  district  officers,  as  is  done  in  some 
of  the  older  states.  This  plan  might  not  work  so  well  in  townships  wh?re  there 
is  much  land  owned  by  non-residents,  but  in  tbis  town,  (41  N.  9  £  )  at  least, 
it  would  be  far  more  convenient 

"It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  time  of  holding  the  annual  district 
meeting  should  be  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  of  Ociober." 

D.  Bishop. 

WM.  L.  GREENLEAF, 

School  CommUsioner, 


DE  KALB. 

Sycamore,  Mvember  12,  1868. 
Wm.  H  Powell,  Esq., 

SuperirUendeni  of  Common  Schools : 

My  Dear  Sir — Enclosed  I  send  you  my  report,  which  you  will  find  not  very 
full.  The  returns  from  township  treasurers  were  very  imperfect.  I  sent  sev- 
eral back  to  be  corrected,  but  the  last  returns  that  I  received  came  S'»  late  that 
I  had  not  time,  as  the  last  are  just  in.  I  much  regret  that  I  could  not  send 
you  a  more  perfect  and  reliable  report. 

In  regard  to  alterations  in  the  school  law,  I  would  suggest  that  school  direct- 
ors hold  their  office  for  three  years,  one  to  be  elected  each  year — at  the  first 
election  the  directors  draw  for  the  length  of  their  term,  one  holding  one  year, 
one  two  years,  and  the  other  three.  In  so  doing  we  should  have  one  or  more 
experienced  directors  in  office  all  the  time.  As  it  is,  the  business  of  directors 
is  frequently  very  imperfectly  done  for  want  of  experience.  I  would  also 
sugi^est  the  importance  of  a  more  perfect  supervision  of  schools  in  some  way, 
perhaps  by  making  the  office  of  commissioner  a  salaried  one.  I  would  not 
recommend  any  important  alteration  in  the  law,  as  school  officers  are  just 
beginning:  to  understand  it. 

I  would  also  consider  it  very  important  that  all  the  laws  relating  to  schools 
be  embodied  in  one  pamphlet  and  distributed  to  school  officers,  as  I  sup])ose 
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that  there  is  old  school  laws  in  force  not  contained  in  the  law  passed  in  1857, 
which  should  be  embodied  in  one  book,  and  accessible  to  all  school  officers, 
containing  also  the  official  expositions  of  the  law  made  by  your  department. 
There  is  also  contradictory  clauses  in  the  present  law,  which  would  require 
correcting.  Yours  truly, 

JAMES  HARRINGTON, 

School  Commissioner, 


EDGAR. 

Paris,  Jfovembtr  24,  1868. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Powell, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

Dear  Sir — Accompanying  this  are  my  reports  for  the  years  1857  and  1858. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  ihey  have  been  delayed,  partly  through  inadvertence  of 
my  own,  in  mistaking  the  time  fixed  for  them  to  be  handed  in  to  be  the  25th, 
instead  of  the  15th.  They  are  not  so  full  and  perfect  as  I  desired  them  to  be. 
I  was  in  hopes  that  I  could  make  the  report  for  this  year,  at  least,  full  and 
complete  in  every  particular ;  but  1  have  not  succeeded.     It  seems  to  beimpos- 
bible,  almost,  to  get  township  treasurers  to  answt^r  questions,  the  utility  of 
which  they  do  not  understand.     From  one  township  I  have  no  report ;    and 
there  never  has  been  any  made  to  this  office.     The  treasurer  lives  in  Coles 
county ;  the  school  section  is  in  that  county,  and,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  all  the 
settlements.     I  do  not  believe  that  there  are  any  school  districts  in  that  town- 
ship in  this  county.     Two  other  townships  which  lie  partly  in  other  counties 
have  made  very  incomplete  returns.     From  all  these  I  have  taken  steps  to  get 
fuller  returns,  but  they  will  now  come  in  too  late  to  avail  anything,  I  fear.     If, 
however,  they  come  in,  in  a  few  days,  I  shall  venture  to  send  them  up  to  you, 
in  order  that  if  you  can  insert  the  figures,  you  may  do  so. 

The  township  treasurers,  in  their  reports  to  me,  have  said  but  little  in  regard 
to  the  working  of  the  present  school  law — the  most  of  them  nothing  at  all. 
One  suggests  that  school  directors  and  township  trustees  should  be  elected  for 
a  longer  term  of  office,  say  three  years;  that  the  law  should  provide  specifi- 
cally for  the  directors  to  take  an  enumeration  of  the  white  male  children  in 
their  respective  districts  every  year,  to  be  reported  to  the  township  treasurer. 
Another  thinks  there  should  be  a  township  superintendent  The  complaints 
which  I  hear  are  mostly  in  regard  to  the  details  of  our  system  ;  a  few,  only, 
attack  its  leading  features,  and  tho^e  are  persons  who  are  opposed  to  common 
schools  altogether. 

Under  the  present  law  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  schools 
of  this  county,  and  an  inert  ased  interest  is  awakened  in  their  behalf,  the  dis- 
tricts are  erecting  good,  comfortable  school  houses,  and  I  do  not  fear  but  that 
Edgar  county  will  take  a  high  stand  in  educational  matters  hereafter.  The 
great  want  that  is  felt  here  now  is  for  well  qualified  teachers.  With  that  sup- 
plied our  schools  will  flourish.  If  our  school  law  could  be  made  more  simple 
m  its  details  it  would  be  well,  but  no  great  alieratioLS  should  be  made,  for  the 
men  who  have  to  execute  it  do  not  care  to  be  learning  new  ways  of  doing  busi- 
ne-i'  every  year  or  two.  Without  any  amendments,  or  with  but  very  few,  I 
.nk  our  people  will  get  to  underst  ind  its  provisions,  and  learn  to  work  well 
under  them.  Very  respectfully, 

SHERIDAN  P.  READ. 
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EDWARDS  COUNTY. 


School  Commissionxr's  Office, 
JTovember  24,  1858. 
To  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

Sir — I  am  a  few  days  later  than  I  intended,  owing  to  visiting  a  daughter  at 
Jacksonville  in  affliction.  I  was  absent  until  yesterday.  The  treasurers  report 
very  imperfectly— only  one  column  for  both  years,  very  often  not  answering 
the  questions,  so  that  it  is  quite  difficult  to  make  mine  correct. 

In  proof  of  the  utility  and  wisdom  of  the  free  school  system,  I  will  mention 
that  one  township  in  this  county  the  year  previous  to  its  adoption,  had  no  school 
of  any  kind  during  the  whole  year,  has  the  past  year  built  five  new  school 
houses,  taxing  themselves  to  pay  for  the  same. 

I  have,  within  the  last  four  weeks,  been  in  fifteen  counties  of  this  State,  and 
new  and  neat  school  houses  present  themselves  every  few  miles. 

CYRUS  RICE, 
School  CommiasUmer^ 


EFFINGHAM. 

School  Commissioner's  Office. 

October  30,  1858. 
To  Wm.  H.  Powell,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

Sir — In  submitting  the  within  report,  I  humbly  submit  the  following  sug- 
gestions with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  present  school  law.  I  would  re- 
spectfully suggest  the  following  amendments  :  That  the  present  school  law  be 
so  amended  that  the  two  mill  tax  be  increased  to  three  mills,  and  that  the 
power  to  levy  a  district  tax  by  the  directors  be  abolished,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  and  building  school  houses ;  and  that  the  state  and  township  funds 
be  apportioned  to  each  district,  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  in  proportion  to  the 
enumeration  of  each  district,  to  be  used^by  the  directors  of  each  district  at  such 
time  in  the  year  as  they  may  think  proper,  in  the  place  of  being  apportioned 
according  to  the  number  of  days  taught.  I  strongly  wish  for  an  alteration  in 
the  law  with  regard  to  the  last  point,  having  witnessed  in  numerous  cases  the 
serious  difficulties  that  arise  Trom  the  present  system  of  apportionment. 
All  this  is  humbly  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

JOHN  B.  CARPENTER, 

School  Commissioner. 
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FRANKLIN. 

Benton,  Jfovember  8,  1858. 
Wm.  H.  Powell, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

Sir — In  accordance  with  your  sugs[estions  that  I  should  point  out  the  defects 
in  the  workings  of  the  present  school  system,  that  have  come  under  my  iudi- 
Tidual  notice,  I  herewith  submit  the  following,  and  would  humbly  suggest  tht 
following  remedies,  to  wit : 

1st.  There  seems  to  be  too  many  ofRcers.  I  would  suggest  that  the  part  of 
the  law  requiring  school  directors  to  be  elected  in  each  school  district  be  done 
away  with,  and  that  the  townstiip  trustees  have  the  entire  management  of 
schools  in  their  respective  townships ;  and  that  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to 
allow  ihem  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  trouble,  in  the  management  of 
sc:  ools. 

2nd.  I  would  suggest  that  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to  require  each  school 
teacher  employed  to  teach  a  school,  under  this  law,  to  teach  eight  hours  per 
day  and  sixty-five  days  for  a  quarter ;  also,  that  it  require  them,  in  making  out 
and  certifying  to  their  schedules,  to  return  the  male  sand  females  on  separate 
schedales,  so  that  in  making  out  the  report  from  each  township  treasurer  to 
the  school  commissioner  the  statistical  information  would  be  more  readily  ob- 
tained. 

3d.  Section  45  of  the  school  law  provides  that  the  county  clerk  shall  file  all 
levies  and  assessments  in  his  office ;  also,  that  he  shall  carry  the  tax  out  in  the 
coilector*s  book,  on  each  tax  payer^s  property,  and  also  states  that  he  shall 
make  out  and  deliver  to  each  township  treasurer  the  amount  that  may  be  due 
each  township  or  district.  It  provides  that  he  shall  make  the  same  out  in  the 
form  of  a  certificate  and  deliver  them  to  each  township  treasurer,  when  called 
for.  I  would  suggest  that  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to  allow  each  county  clerk 
the  same  ft*es  for  doing  such  work  as  is  allowed  by  law  to  him  for  other  and 
similar  duties. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  WARD, 

School  Commissioner. 


FULTON. 


Canton,  Nov.  16,  18^8. 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

Sir — Accompanying  this  you  will  find  a  statistical  report  of  the  condition  of 
schools  in  this  county.  It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  me,  to  be  able  to  assure 
you  that  the  principle  of  free  schools  is  permanently  established  in  this  rejjion. 
fcvery  year  seems  to  bring  to  it  more  frit?nds  and  warmer  supporters.  Some 
ire  yet  opposed,  but  it  is  because  of  what  they  conceive  to  be  injustice  in  its 
workings.  Wherever  that  opposition  has  been  tested,  as  it  has  been  in  three 
places  in  this  county,  the  friends  of  free  schools  have  triumphed  by  a  large 
majority  vote. 

Visitation  of  schools  has  been  more  frequent  in  the  last  two  years,  than  ever 
before ;  indi»ed,  the  public  mind  seems  at  last  to  have  been  turned  towards  the 
great  importance  of  having  efficient  men  as  directors.  On  the  first  Monday  in 
Oct.  last,  nearly  every  district  in  this  county  held  an  election,  and  a  much  larger 
vo»e  was  }>olled  than  ever  before  for  directors.  This  to  my  mind  is  the  most 
»ignifi^*anl  fact  of  the  times;  showin*?  that  the  people  are  wak\i\^\r^  \.o  \\\^  yccn. 
portance  of  having  the  school  law  efficiently  executed.      Coiis\5et\\\^ \>^^  I'a^^ 
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that  Fulton  county  has  had  a  greater  number  of  schools  than  any  other  county 
in  the  state,  it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  find  an  increasing  desire  on  the  part 
of  school  officers  to  know  and  perform  their  dutit's. 

Since  my  last  report,  I  have  visited  about  half  the  schools  in  the  county, 
nearly  half  the  time  receiving  no  remuneration  for  the  service  performed  or 
expense  incurred.  It  is  true  the  board  of  supervisors  passed  an  order  for  pay- 
ing me  $2  per  day,  as  the  law  of  '55  allowed ;  but  a  certain  rr.dical  wiseacre, 
quibbling  as  to  the  right  of  the  county  thus  to  appropriate  money,  and  that  the 
benefit  would  be  unequally  bestowed,  because  ail  the  schools  could  not  be  su? 
pervised  in  the  limited  time,  succeeded  by  a  small  vote  in  getting  the  ord»*r  re- 
scinded. The  same  individual,  with  others,  afraid  of  "hard  times,"  voted  down 
an  appeal  to  aid  our  county  institute.  My  opinion  is,  that  long  before  our 
schools  shall  reach  their  acme  of  usefullness,  thorough  supervision  must  be 
given — that  the  thovsands  paid  for  labor,  require  the  tens  to  be  expended  in 
seeing  the  work  well  and  faithfully  performed.*'  And  such  is  as  true  economy 
in  school  matters,  as  in  any  other  undertaking  in  life.  I  trust  the  committee 
appointed  by  our  state  association,  to  petition  the  next  logislature  on  this  sub- 
ject, will  labor  with  firmness  and  discretion,  and  that  their  prayer  wiP  be  favor- 
ably heard.  It  must  be  !  it  must  ere  long !  We  must  have  better  supervision 
or  the  increasing  vitality  of  our  system,  will  become  palsi»'d. 

As  to  asking  the  next  assembly  to  change  the  school  law  in  any  general  fea- 
ture, I  agree  with  the  lenor  of  your  circular  of  January  last.  I  believe  that 
the  law  would  be  considered  better,  if  it  were  b»'tter  understood.  There  is, 
however,  one  serious  objection  to  its  provisions,  which  t  alls  for  change  at  our 
next  legislature.  The  provision  for  forming  a  district  out  of  two  or  more  town- 
ships should  be  so  amended  as  to  provide  for  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  territory  to  be  affected,  which  should  set  forth  all  the  material  facts;  three 
copies  of  which  should  be  posted  in  each  of  the  different  districts.  The  peti- 
tion should  be  acted  upon  by  the  several  township  boards  at  their  several  places 
of  meeting,  and  in  April,  if  a  majority  of  each  board  favor  the  petition,  the 
district  should  be  formed.  We  find  by  experience  that  the  present  pro- 
vision is  never  complied  with  by  trustees,  in  that  it  is  impracticable  for  them 
to  muet  in  conjunction,  as  they  are  required  to  meet  with  their  treasurer  on  the 
same  day,  to  apportion  fimds  and  examine  his  books,  and  because  of  the  <lis- 
tanco  they  are  generally  required  to  travel.  It  is  thus  that  days  and  weeks 
of  etiort  to  get  a  district  formed  from  two  or  more  townships,  have  been  spent 
in  vain  ;  for  not  a  district  has  thus  been  legally  formed  under  the  present  faw, 
of  which  I  have  been  advised.  Districts  should  only  be  changed  at  the  April 
meeting,  because  the  ad  valorem  tax  is  to  be  estimated  and  returned  by  July, 
and  the  status  of  the  districts  should  remain  as  at  the  time  when  their  expenses 
are  estimated  and  provision  made  for  th»-ir  payment — otherwise  much  disar- 
rangement is  occasioned,  and  many  debts  remain  unpaid — the  teacher  gener- 
ally ''footing  the  bills"  for  all  deficiencies. 

Other  suggestions  might  be  made,  but  I  deem  it  proper  to  name  no  more  at 
this  time,  believing  thai  stability  is  to  be  preferred  to  minor  benefits  and  con- 
stant change.  We  had  better  endure  lesser  evils  than  endanger,  even  by  pos- 
sibility, the  permanency  of  our  noble  scheme  of  free  education  for  all.  Let  us 
hold  on  to  that  which  we  have,  until  greater  experience  and  the  manifest  des- 
tiny of  the  state  of  which  yro  are  so  justly  proud,  shall  imperatively  demand  a 
thorough  revision  of  detail.  In  the  meantime,  that  every  educational  laborer 
may  work — may  **nobly  work!"  in  the  cause  of  universal  education,  which  is 
first  and  for-uiost  in  advancing  the  true  peace  and  proi?perity  of  a  grt  at  people, 
is  the  living  dtsire  of  Yours  truly, 

WM.  TI.  HASKELL, 
School  Commissioner. 
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GRUNDY. 

Remarks  of  the  Treasurer  of  Township  xVo.  31,  1?.  6.— There  has  been  sev- 
eniy-four  dollars  and  ninety-three  cents  raised  in  this  town  to  build  and  furnish 
school  house  in  district  No.  5,  and  the  same  amount  paid  out.  The  school 
house  is  in  town  32  R.  6,  a  union  distiict.  And  of  the  amount  paid  by  me  for 
teachers'  wages  there  has  been  in  the  two  years  $186  67  paid  on  schedules 
taught  out  of  this  town. 

Remarks  by  {he  Treasurer  of  Township  JSTo.  32,  R.  6. — In  this  as  in  the  other 

report,  statistics  are  wanting  to  complete  this  report ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  in 

future  this  deficiency  will  be  obviated.     Of  libraries,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  but 

one  is  found  in  our  township.     The  pressure  of  the  times  will  account  for  our 

not  purchasing  libraries  this  summer.     We  hope  to  give  a  better  account  of  our 

township  n'  xt  lime.     It  will  be  observed  that  the  amount  of  money  expended 

for  school  purposes  during  the  last  year  fall  short  of  the  years  previous,  from 

the  fact  of  the  new  law  not  getting  into  the  hands  of  district  directors  in  season 

for  thtm  to  make  out  the  required  papers  and  present  them  to  the  county  clerk, 

In  consequence,  the  number  of  months  laught  in  the  township  were  not  as 

many  as  they  otherwise  would  have  been.     As  to  the  number  of  well  qualified 

teachers,  we  are  pained  to  say,  they  fall  short  in  numbers  of  the  requirements 

of  the  township.     A  few  good  teachers  have  been  and  are  with  us,  but  the 

larger  portion  are  but  illy  qualified  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  teachers. 

We  are  in  comparatively  a  new  settled  county,  and  many  of  us  are  involved  in 

debt,  but  we  trust  a  few  years  more  and  our  educational  interests  will  receive 

all  the  attention  which  they  so  richly  merit.    Libraries  and  school  apparatus  will 

be  purchased,  and  we  hope  to  have  competent  teachers  for  all  our  schools.     The 

present  school  law  operates,  perhaps,  as  well  as  any  other  slate  school  law. 

From   the  very  nature  of  the  case,  no  school  law  can  be  enacted,  which  will 

give  universal  satisfaction,  which  will  operate  equally  on  the  whole  community. 

The  impt  dintents  are  insurmountable,  and  hence  approximate  perfection  is  all 

that  can  be  reasonably  looked  for. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Township  iV'o.  33,  R,  6. — A  portion  of  the  amount 
of  teachers*  wages  have  been  paid  by  parents  and  guardians,  in  consequence 
of  neglect  of  trust«*es,  (now  out  of  otfice,)  not  levying  tax  in  1856  for  school 
purposes  for  1857,  the  law  having  been  altered  by  the  legislature  of  1857,  and 
the  school  directors  not  having  been  furnished  with  the  school  laws  indue  time. 
N.  B.  The  school  land  now  remaining  unsold  is  nearly  worthless,  caused  by 
the  leakage  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 

Remarks  of  the  Treasurer  of  Township  JVb.  33,  R.  7. — I  would  suggest,  and 
that  too  most  respectfully,  that  about  200  more  questions  be  added  to  the  short 
list  here  propounded.  I  think  the  most  of  them  might  be  answered  with  as 
much  certainty  and  they  might  elicit  a  fund  ot  information  that  could  not  in 
any  way  be  of  any  benefit  to  any  human  being.  How  it  can  be  expected  that 
a  township  oflBcer  can  ascertain  how  many  i>rivate  schools  are  taught  in  his 
township,  or  how  many  scholars  attend  sucli  schools,  is  more  than  I  know,  and 
whether  private  schools  here  mean  those  tauuht  lor  music,  singing,  dancing, 
boxing  and  the  sword  exercise,  or  merely  mean  to  learn  the  alphubet,  or  what, 
it  is  dilliculi  to  determine.  And  many  more  questions  in  the  list  ask  for  infor- 
mation that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  any  i)erson  to  give,  without  expending 
more  time  and  expense  than  could  be  reasonably  expected  for  any  person  to 
expend  that  works  without  pay.  The  most  sensible  remark  that  can  be  made 
on  this  page  of  remarks  is,  that  the  wishes  of  the  whole  community  are  thai  tlv^ 
present  school  law  be  n. pealed,  and  onu  short,  simple  and  seu^\\Afe\j^  ^i^vi^v^^ 
in  lieu  of  it,  one  that  common  wen  of  conunon  sense  co\x\4  w\:ivivi\^\^\A  ^\A 
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carry  into  effect,  without  employing  a  person  learned  in  the  law  to  explain  and 
make  mystification  more  mystified. 

Remarks  of  the  Treasurer  of  Township  ^Vo.  33,  R.  8. — The  whole  amount — 
the  number  of  days  taught  in  this  township  since  the  year  ending,  or  the  year 
commencing  the  first  Monday  of  October  last  is  2,080  days,  as  per  schedules. 
No  schedules  for  the  year  ending  for  1857. 

Remarks  of  the  Treasurer  of  Township  jVo.  34,  R,  6. — Suggestion  1.  The 
board  of  directors  are  not  required  to  furnish  the  necessary  information  to 
enable  the  trustees  to  make  their  biennial  report.  2.  The  fee  allowed  the 
commissioners,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  successful  candidate  for  teaching,  seems 
to  amount  to  a  bribe,  and  the  standard  of  qualification  in  danger  of  being  much 
lowered  thereby.  Remedy :  Let  the  county  pay  the  officer  the  same  fee  in 
case  a  certificate  is  denied  which  the  candidate  is  required  to  pay  if  successful. 

Remarks  oj  the  Treasurer  of  Township  34,  R,  6. — Suggestion  1st:  The  board 
of  directors  are  not  required  to  furnish  the  necessary  information  to  enable  the 
trustees  to  make  their  biennial  report.  2d :  The  fee  allowed  the  commissioner, 
and  to  be  paid  by  the  successful  candidate  for  teaching,  seems  to  amount  to  a 
Lribe,  and  the  stand/ird  of  qualification  in  danger  of  being  much  lowered  there- 
by. Remedy :  Let  the  county  pay  the  officers  the  same  fee  in  case  a  certifi- 
cate is  denied  which  the  candidate  is  required  to  pay  if  successful. 

Remarks  of  the  Treasurer  of  Township  JVo.  34,  R.  7. — You  will  perceive  that 
there  is  but  four  school  houses  in  said  town;  we  therefore  pay  out  moneys,  some 
considerable,  to  schools  out  of  town  and  out  of  the  said  districts  that  have  no 
school  houses.  There  appears  to  be  at  present  quite  an  excitement  in  town  for 
organizing  and  building  school  houses.  1  think  there  will  be  two  or  three  built 
next  season.  There  appears  to  be  a  good  deal  of  complaint  among  the  tax  pay- 
ers, thai  there  is  too  high  wages  paid  for  teachers.  This  injures  our  free  school 
system  in  this  vicinity.  Girls,  with  common  education  and  rather  peer  teachers 
at  that,  get  their  one  dollar  per  day,  or  for  six  hours,  while  the  girls  that  labor 
with  families  the  whole  day,  get  but  $1  50  and  $2  per  week.  This  makes 
tax  payers  grumble.  If  some  means  could  be  devised  to  create  and  make  bet- 
ter teachers,  then  the  line  between  the  teacher  and  laborer  would  be  more  dis- 
tinct. The  good  teacher  should  be  well  paid  for  his  labor ;  but  the  poor  one  is 
good  for  nothing ;  the  wages  is  all  they  want  and  care  about ;  this  makes  poor 
schools. 

Remarks  of  the  Treasurer  of  Township  M  34,  R.  8. — I  have  endeavored  to 
make  this  list  out  to  the  best  of  my  means  left  me.  It  has  been  a  custom  with 
some  of  the  directors  in  the  year  that  this  was  made  out  for  to  be  present  at 
the  trustees'  meeting  and  carry  oflT  some  of  their  schedules  after  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  school  lunds ;  therefore,  I  am  not  able  to  make  it  out  as  correct  as 
I  should  wish.  You  will  find  the  other,  ending  October  1,  185S,  quite  correct, 
trust. 


HAMILTON. 

^''oi^embcr  1,  1858- 
Wm.  H.  Powell, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

Sir — Under  the  interrogatory,  **Amount  of  state  or  common  school  fund  re- 
ceived  by  the  township  treasurers,''  all  of  the  treasurers  have  reported  the 
school,  college  and  seminary  fund  and  the  state  school  tax,  (or  two  mill  tax.) 
Not  being  able  to  determine  whether  it  was  correct  or  not,  I  add  the  amount 
received:    Amount  of  state  school  tax  certificate,  $5,094  16,  for  1857— paid 
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out  1858.  Amount  of  school,  college  and  seminary  fund,  $327  65,  for  1857 — 
paid  out  1858.  Amount  of  state  school  tax  fund,  $4,531  21,  for  185^ — paid 
out  1857.  Amount  school,  college  and  seminary,  $385  23,  for  1856 — paid  out 
1857.  1  have  given  you  a  statement  of  all  the  school  land  sold  in  this  county, 
in  the  report  of  1857.  All  the  school  land  has  been  sold,  but  none  of  it  in  the 
last  two  years.  The  school  land  of  town  3,  range  5,  6  and  7,  was  sold  in 
Wayne  county;  but  the  half  townships  of  town  3,  have  likely  received  their 
share  of  the  money  for  which  it  sold :  how  much,  the  Wayne  county  report 
will  perhaps  inform  you,  as  1  have  no  way  of  finding  out.  About  two  years 
since,  there  was  a  donation  made  by  the  county  commissioners,  a  part  of  the 
avails  of  the  sales  of  swamp  lands,  of  $1,200  to  each  township,  and  this  last 
year  of  $800  more  to  each  township. 

School  teachers  have  been  very  {^carce,  that  is,  first  rate  ones.  Most  of  the 
applicants  may  be  called  second  rate;  but  we  have  been  obliged  to  give  certifi- 
cates to  a  class  which  might  be  called  third  or  fourth  rate ;  which  would  not 
have  been  used  if  bett<ir  ones  could  have  been  obtained.  But  more  able 
teachers  are  increasing  in  number,  and  we  hope  soon  to  have  better. 

S.  RATHBONE, 

School  Commissioner. 


HENRY. 

School  Commissioner's  Officx, 

Galva,  J^ov.  6,  1858. 
Wm.  H.  Powell, 

Sriperiniendmi  of  Public  Instruction  :  ' 

Dear  Sir — I  herewith  submit  the  biennial  report  of  the  condition  of  schools 
in  Henry  county. 

In  regard  to  the  working  of  the  present  law,  I  am  satisfied  that  its  prominent 
features  work  well.  When  it  is  understood,  it  will  give  satisfaction.  The  dif- 
ferent constructions  put  upon  it  m  different  counties,  and  townships  of  the  same 
county,  make  considerable  perplexity. 

There  are  a  few  features  which  I  think  should  be  changed.  The  board  of 
directors  should  have  a  stability  which  can  hardly  be  realized  under  the  pres- 
ent law  for  annual  election  of  the  entire  board.  I  will  not  attempt  to  argue 
the  case,  but  rather  simply  state  what  change  I  deem  necessary  in  order  to  ef- 
ficiency and  success.  Let  the  law  be  so  altered,  that  one  director  shall  go  out 
each  year,  and  his  place  be  filled  at  the  annual  election.  In  this  way,  no  violent 
revolutions  in  the  policy  of  the  board  will  be  likely  to  occur,  and  the  contracts 
for  teachers  can  be  made  when  desirable.  At  present,  many  boards  will  not 
engage  teachers  for  fall  and  winter  schools,  because  they  expect  to  be  super- 
ceded on  the  first  of  October.  In  (graded  schools  this  is  liable  to  work  very 
badly,  and  causes  much  dissatisfaction  in  this  county. 

Again,  I  think  the  election  of  trustees,  wherever  the  township  organization 
exists,  had  better  be  on  the  same  day  of  the  annual  town  meetings,  and  that 
one  trustee  be  elected  each  year,  as  above  recommended  in  the  case  of  school 
directors.  In  counties  which  are  still  under  county  organization,  I  do  not 
know  as  any  change  can  be  profitably  made. 

Again,  there  is  much  complaint  in  this  county,  in  regard  to  the  distribution 
of  funds  among  the  districts.     The  law  is  differently  construed  by  the  trustees. 
Some  distribute  upon  the  days  the  teachers  actually  taught,  which  seems  to  b^ 
the  literal  construction  of  the  statute,  and  others  upon  xYve  A^l^^"*  \v\\.^tA;iw^^  ^1 
scholars  as  shown  in  the  '^grand  total"  of  days  on  ibe  sc\iedu\^^\N\C\c)tv  ^^^v«\% 
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the  intent  of  tho  law,  as  shown  by  comparing  the  difierent  parts  with  each 
other. 

Neither  mode  seems  to  be  just  and  equal  in  all  cases.  I  would  recommend 
that  the  surplus  in  any  district,  after  paying  current  expenses,  be  added  to  the 
principal  of  the  township  fund.  I  think  this  will  give  bettt^r  satisfaction  than 
at  present,  though  selfish,  narrow  minded  rnen  may  manage  so  as  to  keep  all 
the  money  appropriated  to  their  district  within  themselves.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  in  matters  of  education,  better  counsels  will  prevail,  and  an  honora- 
ble course  be  pursued. 

These  are  the  principal  changes  which  I  think  important.  Some  think  that 
pay  should  be  allowed  to  trustees  and  directors,  in  order  to  secure  attention  to 
their  respective  duties.  Doubtless,  it  is  wrong  1 1  require  service  without  pay, 
and  the  pay  should  be  according  to  service  rendered.  This  is  not  the  case  at 
present,  since  the  pay  is  the  same,  whether  they  work  much,  little  or  none  at 
all.  If  the  present  law  in  regard  to  exempting  from  road  tax,  military  service 
and  juries  were  repealed,  and  a  reasonable  compensation  for  service  actually 
rendered  were  allowed,  I  think  it  would  work  better. 

I  need  say  nothing  in  regard  to  school  supervision.  The  present  law 
is  by  all  acknowledged  to  be  a  nullity.  In  this  county,  the  supervisors  ap- 
propriated money  last  year,  and  I  had  every  school  visited  and  reportt^d  in  our 
county  papers.     I  think  it  was  of  great  advantage  to  our  educational  interests. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  G.  WRIGHT, 

School  Commissioner. 


JACKSON. 

Benton,  Mvcmber  12,  1858. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Powell,  Esq.  : 

Sir — I  have  made  you  out  a  statement  of  the  schools  in  our  county  the  best 
way  I  could,  from  th«  report  of  the  township  treasurers.  Such  reports  as  they 
send  in  it  will  take  a  better  scholar  to  make  anything  out  of  them  than  I  am. 
There  ought  to  be  a  penalty  for  township  treasurers  to  pay  for  sending  in  such 
informal  reports.  I  had  to  send  out  to  get  even  some,  such  as  they  are,  which 
made  me  late  in  getting  my  report  in. 

PHILIP  KIMMEL, 

School  Commissioner. 


JEFFFRSON. 

October  4,  1858. 

Sir— I  am  requested  by  some  of  the  township  treasurers  to  recommond 
the  abolition  of  the  office  of  school  commissioner  and  permit  the  township 
treasurers  to  receive  the  state  funds  of  the  tax  collector,  as  they  do  district 
funds — the  examination  of  teachers  to  be  performed  by  a  committee  appointed 
by  the  county  court.  By  all  means  endeavor  to  have  the  present  school  law  so 
amended,  if  it  is  not  repealed  in  tolo,  as  to  allow  each  district  in  a  township  to 
have  the  benefit  of  its  due  proportion  of  the  state  funds,  without  danger  of 
having  it  taken  up  by  other  districts,  which  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  put  in 
six  months  school  before  the  first  of  April. 

JOHN  H.  PACE, 
School  Commissioner. 
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JO  DAVIESS. 

School  Commissioner's  Office, 

November,  1858. 
HoK.  W.  H.  Powell: 

Sir — By  express  I  send  forward  my  report  of  the  condition  of  schools  in  our 
county,  and  suggest  the  following  amendments  to  the  school  law  :  Let  treasur- 
ers make  a  return  to  the  school  commissioner  every  year.  Let  directors  take 
the  census  of  children  every  second  year,  and  return  it,  under  oath,  to  their 
treasurer.  Let  the  state  and  county  fund  he  distributed  among  ihe  children  of 
the  several  school  districts,  by  the  trustees,  wh**n  they  keep  the  schools  six 
months.  I  teel  embarrassed  with  the  present  mode  of  enumerating  the  chil- 
dren. And  also  allow  us  poor  school  commissioners  five  per  cent,  for  receiving 
and  paying  out,  and  two  dollars  per  day  for  visiting  shcools.  All  that  I  re- 
ceive will  not  more  than  keep  me  in  decent  clothes.  And  allow  the  county 
court  to  fix  the  amount  of  the  bail.  And  compel  justices  and  clerks  to  make 
return  of  all  fines  to  school  commissioners  once  a  year,  under  oath.  And  de- 
fine expressly  what  fines  go  to  the  school  fund.  In  Galena,  the  city  claims  all 
fines.  Let  the  election  of  school  officers  be  on  a  different  day  from  that  on 
which  the  township  funds  are  distributed.  Trustees  wish  to  attend  both 
places. 

The  school  directors  of  the  city  of  Galena  have  made  a  very  imperfect  re- 
port— the  aldermen  being  trustees  of  schools,  and  bein^  specially  protected  by 
a  provision  in  the  school  law.     I  wish  your  direction,  to  know  how  to  proceed. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  ADAMS, 

School  CommUHoner. 


KENDALL. 

Specie  Grove,  November  8,  1858. 
V^M.  H.  Powell,  Esq., 

Super  iniendeni  of  Public  Inetruction  : 

Dear  Sir — What,  with  delays  of  the  school  treasurers,  miscarriAges  of  the 
mail,  &c.,  I  send  you  the  report  of  the  state  of  schools  in  this  county  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  I  will  forward  it  by  express,  and  trust  that  it  will  reach  you  in 
season. 

The  suggestions  made  in  the  treasurer's  reports  are — 

1.  That  board  bills  should  not  be  paid  from  the  school  fund,  but  paid  by  the 
districts,  at  the  present  plan  interferes  seriously  with  the  length  of  time  the 
schools  might  be  kept. 

2.  That  the  law  relating  to  election  of  school  directors  be  so  amended  as  to 
make  one  of  the  number  elective  each  year,  instead  of  the  whole  board  annu- 
ally. 

3d.  The  most  thinly  settled  townships  wish  the  school  funds  distributed  to 
the  districts  as  they  are  to  the  townships:  One-third,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  acres  in  the  district. 

The  law  Requiring  justices  of  the  peace  and  other  ccunl^  offve^x^Vo^iVj  w«t 
to  school  eommissioaera  the  fiaes  thej  receive  is  but  yer^  Vv\\\q  i^^^ixd^^^vci^^ 
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county,  and  is  almost  a  dead  letter.  In  the  new  statutes  of  our  state,  lately 
published,  I  cannot  find  the  law,  and  think  it  must  be  omitted.  It  is  tu  be  found 
on  the  90th  page  of  session  laws  of  1853.  This  act  should  be  amended  and 
incorporated  in  the  school  law,  and  require  trustees,  &c.,  under  a  penalty,  to 
report  and  pay  within  a  given  time,  the  fines  received.  If  the  law  is  as  little 
observed  in  other  counties  as  in  this,  there  must  be  a  large  amount  due ,  the 
school  fund. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  R.LE BARON, 

School  Commissioner. 


LA   SALLE. 

Ottawa,  JVotJ,  12,  1S5S, 

Sir — You  will  perceive  by  my  report  that  one  township  has  so  far  forgotten 
or  neglected  its  duty  as  not  to  furnii<ih  me  with  the  reports.  I  have  written  to 
and  otherwise  conferred  with  the  township  treasurer,  and  have  received  such 
satisfactory  assurances  that  the  report  would  be  forthcoming,  that  I  could  not 
doubt  it,  until  it  was  too  late  to  dispatch  a  proper  person  to  collect  the  necessary 
facts.  I  have  confidence  that  it  will  yet  be  received,  and  in  that  event  I  will 
forthwith  forward  a  duplicate  to  your  ofifice. 

Our  state  legislature,  after  experimenting  and  tampering  with  the  common 
school  system,  at  nearly  every  biennial  session  for  the  last  ten  years,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  administer  its  provisions,  has  at 
length  hit  upon  the  present  free  school  i«ystem ;  and  although  at  first  view,  it 
seemed  to  bear  rather  heavily  upon  those  who  had  educated  their  children  at 
their  own  expense,  and  then  were  compelled  to  educate  those  of  others ;  but 
those  considerations  have  gradually  given  place  to  more  enlightened  and  philan- 
thropic views,  and  I  think  public  sentiment  fairly  indicates  that  it  is  far  more 
economical  as  well  as  philanthropic,  to  improve  the  moral  and  intellectual  con- 
dition  of  the  rising  generation  than  to  sustain  the  drafts  of  the  poor  house  and 

Senitentiary.  Excellent  as  is  our  system  of  free  schools,  it  nevertheless  has  its 
efects  and  its  incongruities.  There  are,  probably,  in  the  state  some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  thousand  ofl[icers  connected  with  schools,  whose  duty  it  is  to  un- 
derstand and  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  law.  A  great  majority  of  these 
men  are  farmers  and  mechanics,  who  are  not  generally  learned  in  the  law; 
hence  the  necessity  of  a  school  law  whose  provisions  shall  be  plain  and  intelli- 
gible, such  as  a  man  of  common  education  and  common  sense  can  understand 
—one  which  harmonizes  in  all  its  pans.  Whatever  the  law  requires  of  its 
agents  should  be  clearly  expressed  and  defined. 

In  case  the  common  school  law  should  again  be  made  to  pass  another  legis- 
lative ordeal  this  winter,  I  would  suggest  fur  consideration  a  few  amendments. 
That  which  strikes  me  as  particularly  deserving  notice,  is  the  principle  or  basis 
upon  which  the  township  trustees  are  required  to  distribute  the  public  funds 
upon  the  several  schedules.  The  state  superintendent  has  decided  that  they 
must  be  apportioned  on  the  schedules,  according  to  the  grand  aggregate  number 
of  days'  attendance  and  not  upon  the  number  of  days  taught,  as  the  phaseology 
of  the  law  would  seem  to  indicate.  Now  it  has  happened  that  districts  No.  1 
and  2,  lying  contiguous,  and  paying  into  the  state  treasury  nearly  an  equal  tax, 
from  which  this  common  fund  is  derived,  have  shared  very  unequally  in  its  bene- 
£tA    District  No.  1  has  fifty  scholars,  and  district  No.  2  has  twenty-five  scholars; 
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hence  No  1  draws  twice  the  sum  of  No.  2,  and  the  latter  can  maintain  a 
school  but  half  the  lime  of  the  lormer,  unless  they  tax  themselves  a  second 
time  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  This  injustice  would  be  remedied  by  making 
the  number  of  days  taught  the  basis  of  distribution ;  for  the  tax  creating  the 
common  fund  was  not  ba^^ed  upon  the  number  of  scholars  in  a  dittrii  t,  but  upon 
the  taxable  properly,  and  by  what  right  or  systt^m  of  policy  shall  district  No.  1 
be  allowed  to  appropriate  funds  originally  drawn  from  district  No.  2?  If  it  be 
said  that  the  present  plan  of  distribution  was  adopted  to  encourage  a  more 
prompt  attendance  at  the  school,  I  would  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  consid- 
eration is  not  a  sufficient  apology  for  the  injustice  done;  because,  with  an 
equal  degree  of  promptness  on  the  part  of  both  districts,  the  glaring  inequality 
stiil  exists. 

Thtrre  is  much  uncertainty  existing:  in  the  minds  of  the  township  treasurers 
in  regard  to  the  import  of  the  interrogatories  which  they  are  required  to 
answer  in  their  report  to  the  school  commissioner.  This  is  shown  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  been  answered.  The  census  for  1857  cannot  be  en- 
tirely relied  upon,  for  the  reason  that  some  report j  show  the  number  of  children 
for  1856,  that  being  the  last  biennial  census  taken;  others  have  taken  the  cen- 
sus for  1857,  and  still  others  have  reported  no  number  at  all  for  that  year. 

The  amount  of  ad  valorem  tax  raised  for  paying  teachers'  wagts  cannot  be 
easily  ascertained,  for  the  reason  that  the  sums  raised  for  teachers'  wages  and 
for  building  and  repairing  school  houses,  are  carried  out  on  the  tax  books  in  one 
column,  and  consequently  the  reports  upon  that  item  must  be  regarded  as 
rather  apocryphal. 

The  election  of  directors  and  meeting  of  the  trustees  to  distribute  funds 
occur  on  the  same  day.  The  former  should  be  changed  so  as  to  allow  the 
trustees  to  attend  elections,  and  the  people  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
trustees. 

Where  there  are  sufficient  funds  in  the  township  treasury,  all  the  schedules 
should  be  paid,  without  regard  to  the  number  of  days'  attendance,  and  the 
excess,  if  any,  added  to  the  principal. 

The  township  treasurers  allege  that  they  have  not  the  necessary  data  in  their 
office  to  enable  them  properly  to  answer  many  of  the  interrofratories  propounded 
to  them,  and  that  if  they  are  expected  to  spend  their  time  in  collecting  them, 
they  should  be  properly  remunerated.  This  I  think  is  not  only  just,  but  it 
would  insure  more  prompt  and  reliable  reports.  There  are  very  few  among 
OS  whose  purses  are  sufficiently  plethoric  to  make  good  philanthropists,  con- 
sequently we  must  depend  mainly  upon  the  exertions  of  a  different  class  of 
men. 

In  regard  to  district  schools,  they  are  generally  well  conducted,  and  have  in 
most  instances  neat  and  commodious  houses — some  framed  and  others  of  brick. 
The  late  revulsions  at  the  east  and  failure  of  crops  in  this  state  have  had  the 
effect  to  greatly  increase  the  number  of  applicants  for  schools,  and  the  result  is, 
we  are  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  a  higher  standard  of  qualification. 

Within  the  last  two  years  there  has  been  a  decided  and  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  public  pulse,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  higher  and  graded 
schools,  and  it  is  most  gratifying  to  know  that  our  cities  and  large  towns  are 
taxing  themselves  liberally  for  the  erection  of  elegant  and  commodious  build- 
ings, furniture  and  school  apparatus,  and  for  the  employment  of  principals,  pro- 
fessors and  assistants,  of  acknowledged  ability  and  literary  acquirements. 

The  city  of  Ottawa  has  erected  two  fine  brick  buildings,  and  has  a  third  in 
a  state  of  progress,  which  will  insure  its  couipletion  in  a  few  days.  These  are 
graded  schools,  and  so  conducted  as  at  once  renders  them  the  ptid^  qjc\4  ^<^vwv 
ration  of  the  city.    These  schools  are  filled  to  their  ulmosX  co^^lSavj^  'wXasJdl 
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shows  the  necessity  of  other  similar  buildings,  which  will  doubtless  be  erected 
next  season.  Ottawa  has  also  a  seminary  for  young  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
This  institution  has  been  in  operation  about  three  years,  and  is  fixed  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  is  justly  commanding  the  approbation  and  confidence  of  the  sur- 
rounding country. 

An  academy  of  music  has  recently  been  opened,  possessing  it  is  believed  the 
elements  of  success. 

The  city  of  Peru  has  a  graded  school,  well  conducted  by  a  principal  and  as- 
sistants, and  promises  to  meet  the  just  wishes  and  expectations  of  ttie  public. 

The  schools  of  the  city  of  La  Salle  are  well  conducted,  and  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  I  understand  that  these  cities  intend  soon  to  compf'te  with  Ottawa 
in  the  erection  of  elegant  and  substantial  school  buildings.  Liberal  appropria- 
tions have  been  made  for  that  purpose. 

Farm  Ridge  has  had  a  seminary  successfully  conducted  for  several  years,  \j 
able  professors,  whose  labors  have  been  sensibly  felt  and  properly  appreciated 
by  the  surrounding  country,  in  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  common  school 
teachers. 

Mendota  and  Earlville  have  each  incurred  heavy  expenditures  in  the  erec- 
tion of  fine  school  buildings.  Of  the  former  I  am  unable  to  speak,  not  haviug 
received  their  report.  The  latter  I  regret  to  say  was  some  months  since  blown 
up  and  utterly  destroyed  by  some  miserable  unwhipt  miscreant,  which  will 
doubtless  retard  the  progress  of  education  in  that  flourishing  town  perhaps  for 
some  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WELLS  WAIT, 
School  Commissioner. 


LAWRENCE. 

School  Com  mission  £r*b  Office, 
J^ovember  15,  1858. 
Wm.  H.  Powell: 

Sir — I  herewith  send  you  my  reports,  which  I  hope  will  be  soon  enough  to 
suit  your  convenience.  I  have  been  urging  up  the  treasurers,  for  a  long  time, 
but  some  of  them  failed  to  report  until  late  on  Saturday  evening. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  provision  be  made  in  the  school  law,  making  it  obli- 
gatory on  one  or  two  men  in  each  township,  to  get  all  the  necessary  informa- 
tion which  may  be  required  by  the  state  superintendent,  from  time  to  time,  or 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  to  appoint  some  person,  and  allow  him 
pay  for  it  out  of  the  township  funds,  and  not  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  town- 
ship trustees;  for  experience  shows  that  the  trustees  will  not  do  their  duty,  es- 
pecially way  down  in  "Egypt." 

Our  free  schools  need  some  active  and  well  qualified  person  to  visit  them 
often,  and  lecture.  It  has  the  effect  to  arouse  the  citizens  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty.  But  under  the  present  law  the  commissioners  get  no  pay  for  lecturing, 
and  some  of  them  are  not  comp^'tent.  Some  man  should  either  be  elected  or 
appointed,  who  can  and  will  devote  most  of  his  time  among  the  schools — for 
which  he  should  be  well  paid.  j 

There  has  been  no  great  change  in  our  school  affairs  since  1856  and  *57. 
In  fact,  since  the  repeal  of  the  law  allowing  school  commissioners  two  dollars 
per  day,  school  mdtters  have  been  very  Utile  attended  to. 


We  need  some  plan  to  make  more  competent  teachers.  In  some  of  the 
soathern  counties  they  have  not  more  than  one  in  ten  who  is  competent  to 
teach.  If  we  could  enforce  a  more  rigid  examination,  it  would  gr»'atly  im- 
prove the  character  of  the  schools.  Conmiissioners  should  hold  ilieir  office  for 
a  longer  term,  which  would  make  ihem  more  independent.  Some  grant  certifi- 
cates for  popularity,  not  looking  to  the  advancement  of  the  schools. 

The  objection  made  by  most  of  the  treasurers  is  concerning  the  distribution 
of  the  school  fund.  They  wish -a  dividend  to  be  made  in  the  spring,  to  each 
school  district,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  under  21  years  of 
age.  Under  the  present  system,  the  district  which  has  the  most  schoois  in  the 
first  six  months  of  the  school  year,  get  more  than  their  just  proportion. 

It  would  be  better  to  raise  the  school  tax  to  about  twenty-five  cents,  which 
would  make  f»nough  to  pay  teachers  at  least  six  months  in  the  year.  Our  peo- 
ple are  satisfied  with  the  free  school  system  as  long  as  the  money  lasts ;  but 
when  they  have  to  levy  a  special  tax,  they  are  all  down  on  the  law  and  the 
competent  teachers.     They  want  cheap  teachers. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  school  commissioner  be  required  to  visit  each  town- 
ship, immediately  after  the  meeting  of  the  trustees,  and  examine  the  treasur- 
er's books,  schedules,  etc. ;  and  also  visit  each  school  as  oft^n  as  once  during 
each  three  months,  and  keep  a  book  and  take  down  all  the  information  concern- 
ing the  s<:hool  he  can,  and  have  it  published  as  often  as  once  in  six  months. 
We  never  can  have  a  full  history  of  our  schools  so  long  as  we  depend  on  so 
many  officers. 

Yours  respectfully, 

L.  ABERNATIIY, 

School  Commissioner, 


LEE. 

Dixow,  ^ovimber  10,  1858. 
Ho5.  W.  H.  Powell: 

Deab  Sia — I  sent  you,  by  this  morning's  mail,  my  report  of  condition  of  schools 
in  Lee  county.     The  one  for  the  year  ending  October,  18'57,  is  very  imperfect 
indeed ;  but  I  did  the  best  I  could  with  the  reports  for  that  year.     The  report 
for  the  year  ending  October  1,  1858,  is,  I  think,  as  correct  as  could  be  got. 
Many  of  the  questions  asked  in  your  circulars  were  not  in  Mr.  Edwards  circu- 
lars at  all,  and  the  treasurers  had  no  means  of  knowing  by  the  bouks  in  their 
office  or  by  the  reports  made  by  them,  and  they  could  not  answer  for  18-37,  or 
before  their  election.     Treasurers  should  be  elected  the  same  year  the  state 
saperintendent,  and  then  they  would  have  charge  of  the  town  school  business 
for  ihe  two  years  preceding  the  time  for  their  report;  but  in  Lee  county  the 
treasurers  arc  in  almost  every  instance  appointed,  so  that  they  have  to  report 
for  one-half  the  time  of  their  predecessor,  which  makes  the  reports  very  incor- 
rtct.     I  was  very  anxious  the  report  from  Lee  should  be  perfect  and  full,  in 
every  respect,  and  I  have  worked  hard  to  have  it  so ;  but  in  the  year  1S57  the 
treasurers  had  to  guess  at  the  thing.     In  a  number  of  our  towns  the  books  of 
treasurers  have  not  been  kept  so  that  anything  can  be  made  out  of  them.     The 
school  commissioner  of  this  county  does  not  hold  the  county  fund.     It  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  drainage  commissioners ;  and  I  could  not  get  a  report  in  time  to 
forward  with  my  report  to  you.     Hope  you  will  find  report  satisfactory. 

Yours  truly, 
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McDONOUGH. 

Macomb,  ^''ovember  9,  1858. 
Wm.  H.  Powell, 

Super  intemhnf  of  Public  Insi ruction  : 

Dear  Sir — ^I  have  just  finished  the  school  report,  and  it  is  in  many  respects 
imperfect.  The  township  treasurers  did  not  make  their  reports  to  the  last 
moment  of  time  almost,  and  I  was  necessarily  compelled  to  make  the  report 
out  from  what  1  had  before  me. 

I  think,  however,  the  material  points  are  reported,  and  send  it  as  it  is,  hoping 
that  it  will  answer. 

Yours,  &c., 

J.  C.  THOMPSON, 
School    Commisiioner, 


McLEAN. 

State  Normal  University, 
^''ovember  P,  1858. 
Mr.  Powell: 

Dear  Sir — I  send  you  to-day,  by  mail,  the  report  of  this  county.  The 
report  of  1856  and  1857  is  not  full,  from  the  fact  that  the  treasurers  had  not 
the  records  from  which  they  could  fill  it  out.  The  report  of  1857  and  1858  is 
almost  entirely  full,  and  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  reliable.  There  may 
be  some  little  inaccuracies.  The  census  has  been  taken  with  much  cure  and  is 
correct.  In  m  number  of  the  townships  I  have  had  to  take  the  census  myself, 
in  order  to  have  a  full  report.  Cost  what  it  would,  I  was  determined  to  have 
the  county  entire.  We  have  no  county  fund  available.  We  shall  have  the 
avails,  when  sold,  of  about  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land,  valued  at  S6  per 
acre,  which,  after  deducting  $70,000,  an  appropriation  to  the  State  Normal 
University,  has  been  devoted  to  the  educational  interest  of  the  county  by  the 
supervisors — a  sum  equal  to  $110,000;  $20,000  also  will  be  refunded  to  the 
county  by  the  government  for  swamp  lands,  which  it  has  sold,  belonging  to  the 
county — making  in  all,  with  the  township  fund,  amounting  to  $62,257  97,  a 
sum  equal  to  $192,257  97.  When  this  is  all  available  we  expect  to  accomplish 
a  glorious  work  in  old  McLean  county. 

Yours  truly, 

D.  WILKINS, 
School    Commissioner. 


MACON. 


Decatur,  November  5,  1858. 


To  the  Superinienrleiii  of  Public  Instruction : 

The  report  from  this  county  has  been  unavoidably  delayed,  somewhat,  by 

treasurers  having  to  wait  on  others  for  necessary  statistics,  begging  indulgence 

of  me — in  some  cases  sickness  delayed — in  some,  had  to  empL>y  special  agen- 
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cy.  The  general  sentiment,  at  this  time,  was  against  any  coercive  means,  as 
considt^rable  dissatisfaction  has  existed  in  some  parts  of  the  county  in  regard 
to  levying  school  taxes--lheir  legality,  &c.,  beinj^  tested  in  the  courts.  The 
general  result,  I  believe,  will  be  a  settling  down  of  the  public  mind  in  favor  of 
taxation  for  the  support  of  schools.  The  reports  to  me,  being  imperfect  to 
some  extent,  mine,  for  the  county,  must  to  the  same  extent  be  imperfect.  The 
general  school  interests  have,  however,  gradually  progressed  during  the  few 
years  past,  and  bid  fair  to  take  a  higher  stand-point  and  show  that  maturity 
which  age  and  due  attention  only  can  give. 
Suggestions  which  have  been  made : 

1.  That  all  school  officers  be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation — say  S2 
per  day. 

2.  That  the  present  school  law  is  not  sufficiently  explicit  in  regard  to 
scholars  going  out  of  their  own  to  another  district,  with  or  without  the  consent 
of  the  directors,  so  as  to  draw  their  school  money,  &c. 

3.  That  each  district  have  its  share  of  public  funds,  according  to  its  census 
of  those  und«*r  21  years. 

4.  That  trustees  levy  tax  for  whole  township  for  support  of  schools,  where 
any  tax  is  needed,  and  be  divided  to  each  district  as  stated  above.  Where 
railroads  run  through  a  township  this  would  distribute  the  advantages  of  tax 
from  that  source. 

5.  That  in  the  sale  of  school  lands  the  trustees  be  allowed  to  take  what 
they  believe  to  be  ample  security. 

6.  That  the  office  of  school  commissioner  be  made  self-supporiing,  that  he 
may  d'-vote  his  whole  time  and  best  energies  to  this  work — the  present  super- 
Tisioi)  being  wholly  inadequate,  and  cannot  be  remedied  only  by  some  such 
course  as  above. 

WM.  S.  CRISSEY, 

School  Commissioner, 


MARION. 


Salem,  November  1,  1858. 


To  the  Super intendcni  of  Pvblic  Instruction: 

DcAR  Sir — You  will  perc^'ive  that  these  reports  are  not  full.  The  township 
treasurers  say  to  nie  that,  owing  to  the  bad  management  of  the  officers  hereto- 
fore in  the  manner  in  which  the  books  and  papers  have  b<*en  kept,  and  also 
their  own  management  last  year,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  now  to  make  a 
corrt-ct  report;  and  ihey  think,  and  so  do  I,  that  there  ife  a  great  many  of  the 
bterrogaiories  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  answer;  such  as  how  much  land  has 
been  sold  and  how  much  money  has  been  received  for  said  land.  There  has 
been  no  land  to  sell  for  the  last  year,  and  not  much  for  some  time.  Although 
some  of  the  treasurers  have  sent  in  the  amounts  of  land  sold  and  money  received 
for  the  same  for  both  years  past,  for  land  sold  probably  ten  years  ago. 

There  has  been  some  few  remarks  made  in  reference  to  changing  some  sec- 
tions of  the  school  law;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  about  as  many  in 
opposition  to  it ;  therefore,  I  don't  mention  them. 

And  I  would  Stat  J  to  you,  that,  owing  to  my  being  afftict^^d  v{\\\\  \W  %at^ 
eye»,  it  has  caused  me  to  be  much  later  in  making  oul  m^  le^on  \.Wu\  V^*^ 
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anticipated  I  would  be ;  and  I  am  still  90  blind  that  I  am  hardly  able  to  do  the 
work  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  intelligible. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JAMES  McHANEY, 

School   Commissiontr. 


MASON. 

November  10,  185a 

Sir — I  would  recommend  an  amendment  to  our  present  school  law,  providing 
for  a  a  better  remuneration  to  school  commissioners — say.  S500  salary,  and  $2 
per  day  for  visiting  schools.  This  I  think  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  a  proper 
supervision  of  the  school  interests  in  the  counties.  Further,  that  it  be  defined 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  the  census  of  the  townships  or  districts. 

Respectfully  yours, 

O.  H.  WRIGHT. 

School    Commissioner. 


MERCER. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

Dear  Sir— The  report  for  this  county  is  an  approximation  to  accuracy. 
The  iiidefiniteness  of  the  law,  in  many  respect?,  has  led  officers  into  error,  and 
consequently  the  condition  of  their  books  render  it  impossible  to  obtain  an  accu- 
rate statistical  report.  Directors  and  trustees  are  too  often  elected  without  any 
reference  to  their  fitness  for  the  office.  As  a  general  thing  those  offices  are 
taken  with  reluctance,  and  thjir  duties  performed  with  manifest  indifference. 
This  will  be  the  case  as  long  as  the  present  law  calls  for  so  many  officers,  and 
a'lows  them  little  or  no  compeusaiion  for  their  services.  It  is  trup,  the  subject 
of  education  should  be  a  labor  to  call  forth  more  personal  sacrifices  and  find 
more  energetic  friends  in  every  district  than  it  does  ;  but  such  is  human  nature, 
that  we  find  very  few  men  willing  to  give  ihAv  services  to  the  public.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  if  we  had  a  less  number  of  officers  and  that  number  amply 
compensated  for  their  labor,  our  common  school  system  would  be  much  more 
efficient  than  at  present. 

The  42  section  of  the  school  law  providing  for  the  election  of  directors  "on 
the  first  Monday  of  October,  annually,'*  should  be  so  amended  as  to  render 
the  board  of  directors  permanent.  Say,  elect  one  for  one,  one  for  two,  and  one 
for  three  years,  fo  that  the  term  of  o?ic  would  expire  annually.  By  this  means 
the  board  would  be  made  permanent.  The  election  of  directors  annually  has 
been  the  cause  of  much  inconvenience  and  misunderstanding  in  many  districts 
in  this  county  The  election  takes  place  about  the  time  for  the  corninencpment 
of  the  winter  term  of  schools.  Teachers  employed  by  the  existing  board  have 
been  thrown  out  of  employ,  and  not  unfrequently  canning  divisions  in  districts, 
operating  materially  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  schools. 

Anutlier  diiriculiy  in  obtaining  accurate  statistics  arises  from  the  manner  in 
which  .^chcJuus  are  kt^pt.  It  should  be  tlie  duty  of  the  teacher  to  make  out 
their  scii*  ilulcs  in  monthly  reports,  appended  together  at  the  expiration  of  the 
i^rw.     This  ivould  enable  the  clerk  of  the  boaid  of  directors  to  sum  up  at  a 
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mornent's  warning,  an  accurate  report  to  the  trustees.  The  clerk  of  the  board 
should  be  required  to  keep  his  book  with  reference  to  the  teachers,  attendance, 
average,  compensation^  &c.,  that  when  called  upon  by  the  township  treasur- 
ers, bis  report  may  be  accurate.  The  information  required  to  be  obtained  from 
teachers'  schedules,  as  kept  at  present,  is  impossible.  Thus  it  is  that  very  much 
embodied  in  reports  is  guess  work,  and  hence  not  reliable. 

The  'Heacher's  certificate,"  as  regulated  by  the  present  law,  requiring  first 
class  qualifications  on  its  face,  is  at  present  impracticable.  Certificates  should 
be  grofitd  with  reference  to  qualifications.  The  form  of  certificate  would  be 
just  right,  if  we  had  a  sufficient  number  of  thorough  teachers,  professional 
teachers,  who  have  been  educated  with  reference  to  teaching.  But  such  is  not 
the  case.  Our  Normal  Institute  has  not  yet  been  in  operation  long  enough  to 
furnish  us  with  the  genuine  article.  Our  teachers,  although  not  sufiiciently 
qualified  to  deserve  a  first  class  certificate,  are,  nevertheless  as  good  as  they 
want,  or  as  good  as  they  will  generally  employ.  We  must  have  graded  certifi- 
cates until  public  sentiment  is  so  far  educated  as  to  demand  and  compensate 
number  one  teachers.  And  here  let  me  remark,  that  the  organizations  of 
teachers'  institutes  in  this  county  is  doing  much  to  awaken  public  sentiment  to 
the  importance  of  improvement  in  our  common  schools.  Teachers  are  embra- 
cinc:  every  means  afforded  to  fit  them  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  profession 
with  benefit  to  all  and  credit  to  themselves. 

For  my  part,  I  have  become  prejudiced  against  the  law,  requiring  a  commtS" 
sioner  to  be  elected  in  each  county,  to  take  a  general  supervision  ot  the  schools 
in  said  county,  and  to  accomplish  such  a  task  as  is  required  of  him,  all  for 
nothing.  If  the  commissioners'  duties  are  of  any  importance  at  all,  thry  should 
receive  ample  compensation— a  compensation  sufficient  to  exact  their  whole  time 
and  attention  to  the  duties  of  their  office.  If  it  is  too  much  labor  and  expense 
for  a  single  county,  then  by  all  mean&  let  us  do  away  with  the  office  of  county 
commissioner  at  once,  and  substitute  in  their  places  district  superintendents. 
Let  three  or  four  counties  be  embraced  in  a  district,  and  then  let  it  be  the  duty 
of  the  superintendent  to  occupy  his  entire  time  and  receive  a  proper  salary  for 
his  services. 

In  regard  to  the  present  law  in  its  fundamental  principles,  it  might  be  well 
not  to  alter  or  amend  it  at  present.  The  people  are  now  just  becoming  acquainted 
with  its  workings,  and  a  material  change  would  only  tend  to  add  to  its  present 
complexity. 

Whether  a  system  of  free  schools,  based  upon  an  ad  valorem  tax,  will  meet 
the  wants  of  the  at^e  and  become  efficient  and  permanent,  is  a  question  open 
to  discussion.  In  many  sections  of  the  state,  in  this  county  more  particularly, 
under  my  observation,  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
taxation.  It  seems  to  be  regarded  as  a  burden.  Many  express  themselves 
willing  to  take  the  responsibility,  and  foot  the  bills,  if  the  people  are  allowed 
more  pov«er.  But  I  notice  that,  since  the  law  was  amended,  giving  more  power 
to  the  people  of  the  district,  and  restricting  the  power  of  township  and  district 
officers,  a  disposition  is  manifest  to  get  along  with  old  and  dil«pidaed  school 
houses,  and  to  restrict  the  terms  of  school.  The  reports  for  1S57  and  1858, 
will  show  a  deridt?d  improvement  in  the  condition  of  schools  in  this  county. 
But  if  I  am  right  in  my  view  of  the  workings  of  the  pre.^ent  system,  18.59  and 
1860  will  show  a  retrograde  movement  in  many  portions  of  the  state. 

In  my  humble  opinion  the  fr<  e  school  system  can  never  be  made  efficient  in 
reaching  the  object  in  view — the  education  of  the  masses — uniil  it  is  placed 
upo.i  the  sure,  basis  of  a  perrnavcnt  fund.  I  havo  neither  spare  nor  inclination 
to  present  th:3  means  of  obtaining  this  fund  at  present. 

School  Co'nvm\s%\ftt\»« 
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J^ovemher  5, 1858 

Prior  to  1857,  the  major  part  of  the  papers  belong^ing  to  the  school  cominis- 
sionf^r  were  destroyed  or  lost.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  commissioner 
of  each  county  could  be  provided  uith  a  safe,  in  which  to  keep  books  and  pa- 
pers belonging  to  the  office. 

J.  Y.  HITT, 
School  Commissioner. 


PEORIA. 

School  Commissioner's  Office, 

JSTovember  5,  1858. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  the  State  of  Illinois  : 

During  the  last  two  years  that  have  intervened  since  my  last  report,  great 
changes  have  been  effected  in  the  condition  of  the  free  schools  in  this  county, 
and  a  good  degree  of  progress  made  towards  the  attainment  of  that  degree  of 
perfection  contemplated  in  the  establishment  of  the  system.  The  difficulties 
that  were  encountered  in  the  attempt  to  engraft  upon  the  decrepid  system  of 
former  years  a  new  line  of  policy,  characterized  by  more  enlarged  and  liberal 
views,  have  in  a  great  measure  been  overcome ;  and  the  conviction  that  great 
results  can  be  arrived  at  from  the  establishment  and  successful  operation  of  a 
system  of  general  education  has  awakened  a  commendable  activity  amongst  the 
people.  The  general  interest  manifested  towards  the  subject  of  pupular  edu- 
cation is  steadily  increasing.  A  glance  at  some  of  the  principal  items  con- 
tained in  the  tabular  statement,  will  give  a  general  idea  of  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  educational  interests  of  the   county. 

JSTumber  and  condition  of  Schools. — The  number  of  public  schools  taught 
during  the  past  year  is  one  hundred  and  and  forty-seven.  During  the  win- 
ter monihs  these  have  for  the  most  part  been  taught  by  male  teachers,  and 
in  the  summer  by  females.  Their  condit  on  varies  according  to  the  degree  of 
interest  manifested  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  districts.  Strange  as 
it  may  seem,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  the  degree  of  interest  manifested 
by  the  people  living  in  the  older  settlements  is  less  than  in  those  of  more  re- 
cent date.  The  system  of  public  schools  of  former  years  was  so  exceedingly 
inefficient  that  a  degree  of  carelessness  seems  to  have  taken  hold  of  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  the  older  districts  which  it  hard  to  shake  off.  Besides  this, 
immigrants  who  have  lately  come  from  the  older  states  have  the  advantage  of 
a  thorough  and  well  ordered  system  of  public  schools  more  perfectly  in  their 
minds,  and  when  they  find  the  facilities  afforded  them  for  the  establishment  of 
a  similar  system  in  their  new  hemes  th«-y  go  to  work  with  an  earnestness  of 
purpose  which  is  sure  to  be  crowned  with  success.  A  general  movement  is 
progressing  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  which  has  already  placed  the  success  of 
the  sysstem  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt.  Graded  schools  have  been  established 
in  Peoria,  Chillicoihe,  Brimfield  and  Trivoli. 

For  a  particular  account  of  the  workings  of  the  system  of  schools  established 
in  Peoria,  by  a  special  act  of  legislature,  I  would  call  attention  to  the  report  of 
the  Hon.  Jacob  Gale,  city  superintendent,  herewith  transmitted. 
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School  House i. — The  number  of  school  houses  in  the  county  at  the  present 
me  is  one  bundled  and  twenty-seven,  with  accommodations  for  from  thirty 
>  three  hundred  pupils  each.  The  new  school  bouses,  so  far  as  known,  have 
pen  constnicied  upon  the  most  approved  plans.  During  the  two  years  ending 
epiember  30tb,  185H,  ihirty-four  school  houses  were  erected  at  the  cost  of 
bout  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  In  the  same  period  there  was  expended  for 
Liilding  and  repairing  school  houses,  the  sum  of  fifty-six  thousand  dollars,  a 
anion  of  which  was  applied  to  the  paymert  of  indebtedness  incurred  during 
IP  year  previous.  Many  of  the  school  houses  have  been  in  use  for  a  number 
f  years,  and  some  of  them  have  become  almost  unfit  for  use.  Such  are  rap- 
lly  b^^ing  repla<'ed  with  new  and  commodious  structures. 

Teachers. — The  nuinher  of  teachers  employed  durinj?  the  past  year  is  proba- 
ly  ablaut  two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  average  wages  for  male  teachers,  thirty- 
iro  dollars,  and  for  females,  eighteen  dollars  per  month.  The  degree  of  quali- 
cations  necessary  for  the  successful  management  of  the  schools  is  not  in  all 
ises  met.  Many  persons  who  possess  the  requisite  jch3larship  to  pass  a 
lorongh  examination  in  all  the  branches  required  by  law,  are  found  to  be  to- 
illy  deficient  in  knowledge  of  the  first  principles  of  school  government  and  the 
rt  of  imparting  instruction.  By  the  present  system  of  granting  certificates 
uch  persons,  where  they  have  passed  through  the  examination  required  by 
iw,  receive  certificates  equal  in  grade,  and  valid  for  the  same  length  of  time 
8  those  who  are  known  to  be  thorough  masters  of  their  profession.  Having 
uhd  in  one  district  they  are  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit  in  all  other  dis- 
ricts  in  the  county  for  two  years.  The  efficiency  of  teachers  would  be  much 
reater  if  their  certificates  were  graded  according  to  their  scholarship,  experi- 
nce  and  known  abilities  and  success  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.     There 

I  in  the  county,  however,  a  large  number  of  well  qualified  teachers,  who  are 
amesi  and  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  are  making  every 
xertioD  in  their  power  to  advance  the  interest  of  their  employers  as  well  as 
0  elevate  the  standard  of  qualifications  amongst  members  of  their  profession. 
Po  this  end  a  teachers'  institute  has  been  organized,  which  holds  semi-annual 
essions  at  different  points  in  the  county. 

The  policy  of  the  law  should  be  to  secure  the  employment  of  a  body  of 
eaehers  who  are  devoted  to  the  service,  and  who  design  making  it  the  business 
f  their  lives.  Instead  of  this  course,  the  present  management  of  the  schools 
.nd  the  inducements  offered  are  such  that  many  persons  resort  to  the  business  of 
eaching  merely  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  temporary  employment,  and  w»ho, 
^hen  a  term  or  two  has  be<^n  spent  in  the  pretence  of  teaching,  abandon  their 
chools  to  the  tender  mercies  of  others  of  the  same  character.  The  bare  men- 
ion  of  a  practice  of  this  kind  will  suggest  the  consequences — languor,  slow 
trocrress,  lack  of  discipline,  inefficiency  and  general  dissatisfaction. 

School  Supervision. — The  necej^sity  for  a  more  efficient  county  supervision  is 
Seeply  fell.  Officers  have  much  difficulty  reconcilinj?  the  provisions  of  the  school 
aw  and  administerincr  the  same  according  to  its  true  intent:  funds  are  in  some 
ases  misapplied ;  difficulties  occur  between  teachers  and  directors,  and  be- 
vreen  different  districts  and  townships ;  want  of  uniformity  exists  in  the  man- 
.gement  of  schools  in  the  same  township  ;  teachers  neglect  their  duties  or  per- 
orm  them  in  an  unsatisfactory  manner;  and  oftentimes  confusion  prevails  where 

II  should  be  harmony  and  <rood  order.  The  views  of  the  superintendent  in 
elation  thereto,  expressed  in  his  circular  to  commissioners,  are  heartily  con- 
urred  in,  and  the  expediency  of  urging  the  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the 
e$;isiature  strongly  n-cornmended.  In  what  manner  the  county  superintendent 
hoald  be  chosen  is  a  matter  upon  which  there  is  some  difference  of  opiuioa, 
f  the  township  organization  were  adopted  ihroaghouX  iVie  ^VoA^  \\.  \si\^\.  \«i 
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well  10  1  ave  his  election  and  the  fixing  of  his  salary  to  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors of  each  county:  but  since  such  is  not  the  case  a  conv.  ntioii  of  schoti  ofh- 
cers  8'  ems  to  he  the  only  alternative.  Jf  he  is  to  l«  elecud  by  popular  sufTiage 
tht-re  would  seem  to  be  no  competeni  authority  in  the  coun'y  lo  tin  liis  ^ala^y. 
The  o!]i.;p  of  county  sup-  rin^endent  Las  in  many  places  piov.  d  unacceptable  to 
the  people  for  h  time,  and  in  such  cas  -9  the  fixing  (if  a  permanent  salary  by  the 
legiblaiure  would  in  all  probability  brirg  the  whole  ^y^t(  ni  inio  disreputes  and 
pcrl.a|^^  ♦-ndaiiji^r  its  very  existence.  Suih  a  course  would  be  a  restri.  tiun  of 
the  rijiht  of  "popular  sovereignty'  which  thr.iild  prevail  in  ihe  managtment  of 
•  •I  school  ma  KMs,  and  of  the  exercise  of  which  the  |e(»ple  are  to  an  un^ca^on- 
«bU*  degree  tleprivid  by  the  operation  of  the  present  law;  for  it  is  a  prj)ci|  le 
well  estab!i.-ht(i  by  (xperienct*  tliat  the  greater  amount  of  confidence*  is  p  ac  d 
in  the  goo  I  sf  nse  and  sound  judgment  of  the  peopl »  in  the  managenient  of 
the  mini»r  (I- tail:<  of  tlie  system,  conr^istent  uiih  the  foitiful  execution  of  the 
law,  the  more  yuLces>ful  and  satisfactory  in  its  results  will  it  prove  to  be.  Pop- 
ular sufiVaiie  is  too  liable  to  be  affected  Ly  poliiic.il  iniriir^e  and  the  qualifica- 
tions of  cm  idat  s  too  liable  to  be  overloolvtd,  for  the  sake  of  availability,  to 
ie  ure  in  ull  cases  the  mo?t  suitable  pjrson  for  ihecfTioe.  Thes^e  objections  are 
Boi  of  the  snme  force  when  applied  to  a  convention  of  school  ofhcers. 

School  Officers,  and  their  £  ecHon. —  Ii  cannot  be  exp  cted  that  a  system  of 
popular  education  can  be  adopted  which  at  the  outset  wi  I  be  perfect  in  its  op- 
eranon-i,  or  in  a!|  respects  adapte<l  to  the  peculiar  situation,  wants  and  condi- 
tion of  the  peop  e  ot  any  state.  Through  a  course  of  many  years  experi-  nee, 
£ome  of  the  s:aifci>  of  this  Union  have  succeeded  in  buildmg  upsyseins  of  pub- 
lic instru  tion  in  almost  perfect  harmony  with  the  r  nccessitirs  and  the  p«  cu- 
liariiies  of  their  exiati:i(r  institutions.  But  it  cannot  for  a  moment  be  contendi  d 
that  any  one  of  those  systems  couKi  bu  adopted,  in  all  its  details,  in  the  state  of 
Illino.s,  and  be  equally  surce&sful  in  its  operation.  Whilst  ihis  is  true,  there  is 
one  principle  which  has  been  denionblnted  ly  those  systems,  and  which  has 
bt  en  found  so  universally  applicable  that  it  would  no  doubt  prove  equally  so 
here — and  that  is,  that  a  more  efficient  manage  mentcan  be  secured  ly  the  tm- 
ploymf  nt  of  a  ^^illgle  board  of  school  offic*  rs,  in  ea^h  township.  th»m  by  the 
division  ot  ini«  r.  srs  among  several.  Fac^s  are  daily  transpiring,  wi  bin  the 
knowledge  of  alnosl  every  county  coninnssiont  r  in  the  sate,  winch,  if  pnper- 
ly  considered,  would  show  that  a  great  majority  of  the  difiicult  es  met  with  by 
the  trustees  and  directors  in  the  ptT'ormance  of  their  duties  under  the  law, 
could  I  e  obviat.  d  by  ihe  entire  abolition  of  the  district  system,  and  by  placing 
the  conirol  of  all  the  schools  in  each  township,  respectively,  in  the  hands  of  a 
single  board  of  scin  ol  officers.  Ahhough  ii  may  not  be  deemed  expedient  to 
attempt  to  cilect  a  change  in  the  exsting  law,  in  this  respect,  at  the  present 
time,  yet  some  anwMidmenl  is  necessary  to  secure  the  harmonious  co-opeiation 
of  the  several  boirds  in  the  township. 

,Kach  boird  of  offi  ers  (trustees  as  well  as  directors)  should  be  so  constituted 
that  at  each  ehciiun  only  part  of  the  m»  inbers  shou'd  retire,  leaving  ihe  rna- 
ji)riiy  of  ili(?  old  board  to  remain  in  ofRce.  This  would  efTeol  a  continuity  of 
orgaiii/aiion,  and  bi-Mhe  mi  ans  of  secuing  greater  unifounity  and  accuracy 
in  the  man  igemenl  of  the  affairs  of  the  township  or  district,  'ih*?  efl'  ct  of 
the  pr  sent  arrangement  is  Ui  create  confusion  at  each  change  of  the  members 
of  tile  respective  boards,  and,  in  mnny  i()stance3,  to  cause  trouble  and  strife. 
It  not  un  re(pienily  happens  that  persons  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  provis- 
jt)ns  o:'  ih  la.v  and  ihe  decisions  and  instructions  of  the  superint*  ndt  nt,  are 
elected,  who,  by  law,  are  requirid  to  enter  upon  ihtj  discharg^^  of  the  duties 
of  their  ofiioe  ju^t  ai  a  time  when  the  greatest  degree  of  prudence  and  discre- 
tion in  the  performance  thereof  is  required.     The  almost  unlimited  ])owers  of 
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the  directors,  in  the  hiring  of  teachers  and  the  fixing  of  their  salaries,  is  not 
u  nt  r  e< |uen  1 1  y  made  use  of  merely  for  the  pu  rpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of  some 
favorite,  or  of  throwing  embarrassments  in  the  way  of  their  successors.  Dis- 
tricts are  sometimes  unfortunate  enough  to  get  directors  whose  sole  object  is, 
not  the  welfare  of  the  schools  but  to  secure  the  office  for  one  year  merely  for  the 
purpos«»  of  subserving  some  personal  ends.  Were  a  majority  to  be  retained  in 
office  until  their  projects  were  all  completed  and  the  responsibility  of  seeing^ 
their  own  contracts  fulfilled,  there  would  be  less  tendency  to  mike  an  improper 
use  of  the  privileges  of  their  office.  But  many  persons  will  enter  into  con- 
tracts and  stipulations  which  they  would  not  do,  did  they  not  know  that  the 
responsibility  of  seeing  them  carried  out  would  fall  upon  the  shoulders  of 
others.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  a  change  in  the  tenure  of  the  several 
offices  from  what  they  are  at  present,  to  three  years;  that  one  be  elected  each 
ye.ir,  at  such  a  time  as  to  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  daties  of  his  office  at  the 
commencement  of  the  school  year;  and  furthermore,  that  vacancies  in  anyone 
of  the  boards  may  be  filled  by  appointment  by  the  rem?uning  members — such 
appointee  to  hold  his  office  only  until  the  end  of  the  current  school  year,  when 
h:5  place  shall  be  filled  by  election. 

Dhtrtbution  of  the  School  Funds  — The  present  law  operates  not  only  une- 
qually but  oppressively  upon  a  large  portion  of  the  tax  payers  of  this  county. 
Thai  provision  of  the  law  which  requires  that  one-third  of  the  stale  fund  shall 
be  disiribuied  acconiing  to  the  number  of  townships  in  each  county  respective- 
ly, and  ihti  other  two- thirds  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  children  in  ' 
the  r-ouniy,  deprives  this  county  of  about  five  thousand  dollars  of  the  two  mill 
tix  which  it  has  paid  into  the  State  treasury  for  school  purposes.    This  provision 
might  be  endured  did  not  the  law  contain  a  still  more  unjust  and  oppressive 
clause.     Section  sixteen  requires  that  the  school  commissioner  shall  apportion 
one-tliird  of  the  amount  received  upon  the  auditor's  warrant  to  the  several 
townships  aud  parts  of  townships  in  his  county  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
acres  in  said  townships  or  parts  of  townships.     By  the  operation  of  this  provi- 
sion, ihe  city  of  Peoria  is  compelled  to  pay  not  only  the  whole  of  the  five  thou- 
sand dollars  which  the  county  loses,  (and  which  reason  would  dictate  should 
be  borne  by  the  county  at  large,)  but  also  the  additional  sum  of  twelve  hun- 
dn  d  dollars  to  other  parts  of  the  county ;  so  that,  in  fact,  whilst  the  city  of  Pe- 
oria is  compelled  to  pay  over  six  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  of  the  two  mill 
tax  more  than  it  actUdUy  receives  upon  the  distribution  of  the  state  funds, 
every  other  township  in  the  county  actually  receives  more  of  the  two  mill  tax 
than  it  pays  into  the  state  treasury.     This  estimate  is  exclusive  of  the  interest 
on  the  sate  fund,  college  and  stminary  fund,  &c.     To  make  the  matter  still 
plain*  r,  it  may  be  slated,  that  the  city  or  rather  township  of  Peoria  receives  in 
return  1  ui  one-third  of  the  two  mill  tax  paid  into  the  state  treasury,  whilst  the 
other  townships  in  the  county  receive  more  than  they  have  paid.      This  griev- 
ance is  bitterly  complained  of  by  the  board  of  school  insptctors  of  the  city,  in 
iheir  r«  port,  from  which  the  following  extracts  are  taken  : 

**Tliere  is  a  grievance  in  the  operation  of  the  present  school  law,  felt  very 
severely  by  the  city  of  Peoria,  and  I  presume  by  every  city  or  populous  town 
in  the  slate — that  is,  the  gross  injustice  of  the  preseni  method  of  distributing 
the  stilts  school  fund.  One-third  of  that  received  by  the  county  is  distributed 
according  to  territory,  so  that  the  trifle  of  $82  was  all  that  the  township  of  Pe- 
oria received  on  the  territorial  distribution,  and  the  whole  amount  received  from 
the  Slate  two  mill  tax,  about  $3,300,  while  the  township  of  Peoria  paid  into 
the  Ma' e  treasury,  on  that  tax,  about  $10,000."  **Nearlyallihe  pauper  children 
are  in  the  cities,  and  the  burden  of  schooling  them,  as  well  as  supporting  them, 
is  imposed  upon  the  tax  payers  of  the  cities,  and^'ei  xlie  VqlT^^x  \!^\\.^i  ^v^ 
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state  school  tax  raised  in  cities  is  taken  from  them  and  given  to  the  rural 
townships."  **We  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  school  law  be  so 
amended  as  to  compel  each  township,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  its  share  of  the 
interest  arising  from  the  &iate  funds,  to  raise  a  certain  per  cent,  on  ihe  taxable 
property  of  the  township  for  school  purposes ;  and  that  said  tax,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saviug  time  and  expense,  be  paid  by  the  township  collector  directly  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  school  fund  of  the  township." 

The  distribution  of  the  school  fund  is  unequal  and  unjust  in  another  particu- 
lar. That  provision  of  section  thirty-four  which  requires  that  the  surplus,  after 
paying  the  teacher  out  of  the  money  distributed  on  his  schedule,  shall  be  ap- 
.plied  to  the  credit  of  his  district,  is  calculated  to  aid  the  stronger  districts  at 
the  expense  of  the  weaker.  It  is  known  that  in  certain  districts  in  this  county 
the  amount  drawn  upon  the  schedules  is  sufficient  to  keep  schools  open  in  those 
districts  for  eight  or  ten  months  in  a  year^  whilst  the  weaker  ones,  in  the  same 
township,  are  subject  to  heavy  taxation,  in  order  to  keep  the  schools  in  operation 
during  the  period  required  by  law. 

A  change  in  the  law  in  these  two  particulars  should  be  recommended,  and 
the  amendments  should  take  effect,  if  possible,  at  the  distribution  in  April, 
1859. 

Appropriations. — The  board  of  supervisors  of  this  county  have  been  liberal 

in  their  appropriations  towards  tlie  educational  interests  of  the  county.     The 

entire  expenses  of  the  "  Peoria  County  Teachers'  Institute,"  for  the  past  two 

*years,  have  been  provided  for  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  and  the  **  Illinois 

Teacher**  sent  for  two  years  to  the  directors  of  each  district. 

The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  swamp  lands  in  the  county  have  been  dis- 
tributed to  the  several  townships,  to  be  added  to  the  amount  of  the  principal  of 
the  township  funds. 

School  Visitations, — Under  the  present  law,  little  should  be  expected  from 
a  school  commissioner  in  the  way  of  visitations.  During  my  term  of  office, 
however,  I  have  been  able  to  visit,  at  one  time  or  other,  most  of  the  districts  in 
ihe  county ;  and  from  the  little  experience  I  have,  I  have  become  firmly  per- 
ftuaded  that  one  of  the  most  ethcient  means  of  advancing  the  work  of  popular 
education  is  the  visitation  of  a  superintendent.  Let  a  sufficient  salary  be  pro- 
vided to  secure  the  services  of  an  able,  active  and  energetic  superintendent  in 
each  county,  and  the  work  will  go  bravely  on. 

Desiderata, — Although  the  state  of  Illinois  can  perhaps  boast  of  having 
done  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  any  other  stale  in  the  Union,  within  the  three 
years  last  past,  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  system  of  free 
schools,  yet  there  are  many  things  still  undone  which  would  tend  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  system.  Public  sentiment  needs  to  be  aroused  to  the  importance  of 
the  subject  of  popular  education ;  the  standard  of  teachers'  qualifications 
should  be  elevated  ;  the  Normal  University  should  be  filled  with  students  ;  nor- 
mal schools  should  be  established  in  every  county ;  teachers'  associations  should 
be  organized;  an  efficient  county  supervision  provided  for;  libraries  should 
be  purchased ;  and  last,  but  not  least  in  importance,  the  ^'Illinois  Teacher" 
should  be  supplied,  by  public  appropriation,  to  every  board  of  school  officers  in 

DAVID  McCULLOCH, 

School  Commissioner, 
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PEORIA  CITY. 

To  David  McCulloch, 

School  Commissioner  of  Peoria  county ^  Illinois  : 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  will  give  some  account  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  city  of  Peoria,  and  of  the  success  of  the  system  established  under  the 
special  law  for  this  city. 

The  legislature  passed  an  act  to  enable  the  citizens  of  Peoria  to  establish  and 
regulate  a  system  of  public  schools  in  1855.  A  board  of  school  inspectors, 
under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  were  elected,  and  entered  upon  their  duties  in 
April,  1855  At  that  time  there  were  four  public  schools,  which  were  taught 
a  portion  of  every  year  under  the  general  school  law  of  the  state,  but  not  a 
public  school  house  at  all  commensurate  with  the  demands  of  the  community, 
or  creditable  to  the  place.  The  houses  were  small  one  story  buildings,  incon- 
venient, ill  ventilated,  without  proper  furniture  or  accommodations  for  the  schol- 
ars, and  in  fact  with  hardly  any  of  the  requisites  of  good  school  rooms.  Some 
of  these  houses  were  badly  located,  as  though  any  place  was  good  enough  for 
a  school  house,  and  in  one  of  the  wards  of  the  city  there  was  no  public  school 
house  at  all.  The  teachers  were  dependent  upon  the  number  of  iheir  scholars 
for  their  rompensation,  and  were  of  course  liable  to  improper  influences  in  the 
management  and  discipline  of  their  schools,  and  a  desire  to  crowd  into  their 
rooms  all  the  children  they  could  obtain,  without  sufficient  regard  to  their 
accommodation  or  instruction.  The  schools  were  not  graded.  Each  tracher 
taugrht  all  the  pupils  who  applied  for  admittance  to  the  school,  without  regard  to 
their  scholarship.  There  was  no  uniformity  among  the  districts  in  books,  course 
of  study,  classification,  school  regulations,  or  in  any  thing.  The  position  of  the 
teacher  was  a  bad  one  and  that  of  the  scholars  no  better.  Some  of  the  teach- 
ers were  capable  and  faithful,  and  with  sufficient  opportunity  and  encourage- 
ment could,  and  so  far  as  the  circumstances  admitted,  did  do  themselves  credit.; 
but  they  labored  under  insurmountable  difficulties.  No  general  interest  was 
manifested  in  our  public  schools  by  the  people.  They  were  left  in  a  great 
degree  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The  houses  would  hold,  (to  sav  nothing 
of  proper  accommodations,^  scarce  a  lithe  of  the  children  of  the  city,  and  no  one 
sent  to  them  who  felt  able  to  send  to  a  private  school.  The  tuition  at  the 
pu])lic  schools  was  high  enough  to  exclude  from  even  the  moderate  advantages 
tor  education  those  enjoyed  many  of  the  poorer  children  and  the  children  of 
those  who  did  not  sufficiently  appreciate  the  advantages  of  learning  and  school 
discipline  to  their  ofTspring. 

Three-fourths  or  more  of  those  receiving  an  education  in  Peoria  were  in 
p.ivate  schools,  some  of  them  of  erood  character,  but  patronized  and  sustained 
by  the  comparatively  wealthy  portion  of  the  community.  There  seemed  to  be 
growing  up  a  feelmg  akin  to  opposition  to  the  public  schools,  as  only  fit  for  the 
poor,  and  to  be  shunned  by  all  who  were  able  to  pay  the  high  tuition  of  the 
private  institution.  This  situation  of  affairs,  when  contrasted  with  the  educa- 
tional movements  in  many  otherplaces,  was  felt  by  many  of  our  citizens  to  be 
a  disgrace  to  a  city  which  had  exhibited  due  liberality  towards  all  the  other 
improvements  and  public  enterprizes  called  for  by  the  spirit  of  the  age  and 
suggested  by  the  school  act  of  ]855. 

The  gentlemen  who  composed  the  first  board  elected  under  the  act,  proved 
themselves  well  qualified  for  their  duties  and  imbued  with  the  right  spirit. 
They  engaged  in  their  work  with  a  full  understanding  of  their  powers  and 
responsibilities,  and  a  determination  to  remodel  entirely  the  school  system  of 
Peoria,  and  make  the  public  schools  not  merely  beiiet  xV\«Ltv  v\v^^  V^^\iv  <^\s.>^so\. 
the  best  in  the  city;  so  that  not  only  all  could  receive  a  goodi  ^^\3L"5i^vvckvv\^^^'«5^' 
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but  that  from  their  superior  advantages  the  prejudices  of  most  of  those  who 
preferred  private  schools  would  be  overcome  and  their  efTorts  and  influence 
brought  to  bear  in  favor  of  the  public  system.  This  has  been,  in  a  great 
degree,  accomplished.  The  people  now  look  upon  these  schools  as  their  own, 
and  have  so  iar,  with  little  opposition,  voted  annually  the  necessary  laxfs  to 
support  them,  and  (rfficiently  carry  out  the  plans  adopt-  d  by  the  board. 

There  are  now  five  large  school  building^  belonging  to  the  board,  capable  of 
sealing,  on  an  average,  250  scholars  each.  They  are  good  looking  structures, 
well  finished,  furnished  with  the  best  of  furniture,  with  desks  and  chairs  of  the 
most  approved  models,  and  are  properly  warmed  and  ventilated;  and  the  lots 
upon  which  they  are  situated  are  large  enough  to  afl^brd  the  scholars  room  for 
exercise  w^ithin  ihe  school  yards.  These  buildings  and  lots  have  cost  al  out 
$50,000,  and  so  far  have  accommodated  all  those  who  have  appli*^d  for  admis- 
sion to  the  schools.  Twenty  seven  teachers  are  employed  this  term,  and  proba- 
bly three-fourths  of  the  scholars,  who  attend  school  now  in  our  city,  attend  the 
public  schools. 

The  plan  adopted  by  the  board  is  to  teach  both  sexes  in  the  same  room,  under 
the  same  teachers,  and  to  maintain  four  irraiies  of  schools,  which  are  calh.d  the 
primary,  intermediate,  grammar  and  high  school.  Some  of  the  buildings  are 
so  arranged  as  to  have  eighty  scholars  sealed  in  one  room,  with  a  recnatioa 
room  attached ;  the  school  heirig  under  the  control  of  a  principal  and  assistant. 
In  these  rooms  the  school  is  divided  into  four  classes ;  two  usually  are  taught 
by  the  principal  and  two  by  the  assistant.  Two  of  the  buildings  are  so  con- 
structed as  to  have  from  40  to  50  scholars  in  a  room,  under  the  care  of  one. 
teacher,  and  the  pupils  divided  into  two  classes  for  instruction.  In  all  the  build- 
ings separate  play  grounds  are  allotted  to  the  sexes,  and  in  the  last  and  best 
building  constructed  the  entrances  to  the  building  and  rooms  are  entirely  distinct, 
and  the  sexes  mingle  only  in  their  school  under  the  eye  of  the  teacher.  This 
last  arrangement,  with  one  leather  to  a  room,  is  the  plan  which  a  majoiily  of 
ihe  board  prefer. 

All  the  usual  branches  of  a  good  common  English  education  are  thoroughly 
taught,  and  can  be  obtained  by  any  scholar  in  passing  through  the  three  first 
grades  of  schools,  and  there  is  a  school  of  each  of  those  grades  in  each  district 
where  a  public  school  is  taught,  and  usually  in  the  same  building,  so  that  by 
attending  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  each  child  may  obtain  all  the  educa- 
tion needed  in  the  ordinary  business  of  life.  To  accommodaie  those  who  have 
the  leisure  and  desire  to  carry  their  education  further,  the  board  maintain  also 
a  high  school,  in  which  any  one  may  fit  for  college,  or  obtain  as  good  an  educa- 
tion as  is  acquired  in  any  of  the  institutions  of  our  country  of  lower  giade 
than  a  college.  The  applicants  for  admission  to  the  high  school  course  are 
gubject  to  a  rigid  examination,  so  conducted  as  to  render  partiality  impossible, 
and  admit  none  who  are  not  sufficiently  well  grounded  in  the  branches  taught 
in  the  other  schools  to  be  able  to  advance  successfully  and  undersiandingly  in 
the  higher  studies.  Vocal  musit  is  taught  in  all  the  schools.  A  music  teacher 
is  employed,  who  attends  regularly  al  stated  limes  in  each  school.  Preference 
is  given  to  those  applicants  for  position  of  liachers,  other  things  being  equal, 
who  can  lead  the  children  in  exercises  in  singing,  and  in  most  of  the  schools 
singing  is  practiced  at  the  opening  of  the  school  and  after  intermission.  Six 
gentlemen  and  twenty- one  ladies  are  employed  at  present  for  instructors,  with 
an  average  salary  of  $4oO  per  annum.  The  board  have  never  yet  beeii  in 
circumstances  to  render  the  schools  entirely  free.  One  dollar  a  term  tuition 
has  been  collected  of  all  able  to  pay.  The  poor  have  been  allowed  to  send 
free,  where  it  was  supposed  that  otherwise  their  poverty  would  exclude  their 
children  from  the  sctiooh.     Whenever  the  necessity  of  expenditures  for  building 
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itional  school  houses  shall  cease,  the  schools  can  be  wholly  free,  dependent 
'  on  money  raised  by  taxation  for  their  support.  But  while  over  ^10,000 
been  annually  expended  for  school  buildings  and  s  Us,  it  has  been  nnposs^- 
Xo  reud^r  the  schools  entirely  free  to  all,  as  they  ought  to  be. 
his  sysem  has  thus  far  worked  well,  and  though  not  without  opposition 
ng    our   citizens   from    various  causes^    yet    not   more   than   is  ins*  pa'r- 

from  any  enterprize  of  general  interest,  conducted  in  a  community  recently 
^cted  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  nnd  from  almost  all  parts  of  Europe,  ana 
ring  in  languacre,  rtligion  and  social  customs.  Some  Germans  a»till  ding  to 
foU  laught  in  their  former  language,  and  conducted  in  the  modes  in  which 
r  fathers  were  taught.  Some  of  the  Catholic  religion  prefer  schools  taught 
in  o!d  country  school  master  of  their  own  religious  faith.  Some  of  Ameri- 
birth  are  prejudiced  against  schools  where  the  sexes  mingle  togethi  r  in  the 
ses,  and  perhnps,  (though  few  would  admit  it,)  where  all  ranks  in  society 
^le  on  a  common  tooting  and  are  impartially  dealt  with,  according  to  conduct 

scholarship,  and  where  wealth  or  other  extraneous  circumstances  receive 
favor  from  the  teacher.     Our  schools  are,  however,  an  admitted  success*, 

will  eventually  become  popular  with  all  and  fiee  to  all.     It  has  not  been 

object  ot  the  board  to  make  cheap,  but  good  schools,  and  therefore  our 
ns  have  never  been  crowded  beyond  the  proper  numbt^r  for  the  teachers, 

the  teachers  employed  for  their  cheapness.  We  have,  at  times,  found 
culty  in  obtaining  a  sufficient  number  of  thoroughly  qua  lifted  teachers. 
iy  of  our  instructors  have  been  educated  at  the  east,  but  we  anticipate  less 

less  dirticuity  on  that  account.  Graduates  from  our  own-hi<^h  school,  and 
I  the  State  Normal  School  will  soon  relieve  us  from  the  necessity  of  sending 
lad,  excepr.  where  a  graduate  from  colbge  shall  be  desired.  In  conclusion, 
sh  to  acknowledge  that  next  to  «he  promptness  of  our  citizens  in  voting  the 
maary  taxes,  and  the  efforts  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  composed  the  board 
chool  inspectors,  our  public  schools  are  indebted  for  their  success  in  a  great 
pee  to  the  present  accomplished  principal  of  the  State  Normal  University, 

was  the  former  superintendent  of  schools  in  this  city,  and  under  whoso 
irintendence  and  advice  they  received  their  present  form. 

Very  ^esp^'ctfully, 

JACOB  GALE, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools ^  cUy  of  Peoria. 
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MoNTiCELLO,  Jfovember  15, 1858. 
'.  W.  H.  PowELT. : 

'EAR  Sir — The  delay  in  making  my  report  arose  from  sickness  of  myself 
family,  and  also  from  the  imperfeclness  of  reports  furnished  me  by  town- 
officers.  In  some  cases  I  employed  reliable  persons  to  examine  the  books 
papers  of  township  treasurers,  but  in  many  instances  the  reports  are  very 
•rfect ;  but  the  best  was  done  that  could  be  under  the  circumstances.  I 
also  compelled,  my  health  being  bad,  to  employ  a  person  to  make  the  re- 
9.  I  have  applied  to  the  county  court  some  four  times  for  a  room  to  organ- 
i  teachers*  institute,  and  for  funds  to  purchase  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the 
tote,  but  I  have  been  put  off  from  time  to  time. 

hope  the  foregoing  will  be  a  suffi«  imi  apology  for  the  imperfection  of  my 
»rt8,  and  for  the  long  delay  in  forwarding  them. 

Yours,  &LC., 

Taos.  ^WAXaN.^* 
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PIKE. 

PiTTSFiELD,  December  3,  1858. 
Wm.  H.  Powell, 

Superintendeni  of  Public  Instruction: 

Sir — In  compliance  with  law,  I  hereby  submit  to  you  the  biennial  report  o^ 
the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  Pike  county,  for  the  years  ending  October 
1st,  1857  and  1858;  which  I  trust  you  will  find  very  nearly  correct.  The  re- 
port of  1857.  you  will  not  find  so  full  as  that  of  1868,  for  this  reason :  those 
treasurers  that  went  out  of  office  in  1857,  not  keeping  their  record  sufficiently 
intelligible  for  the  new  treasurers  to  furnish  the  trustees  with  the  correct  sta- 
tistics. And  I  would  here  suggest,  would  it  not  be  better  to  require  an  annual 
report,  which  could  be  much  more  easily  made  out  and  would  be  more  reliable? 
The  condition  of  the  schools  of  this  county,  those  that  have  come  under  my 
observation.  I  must  here  add,  though  with  some  hesitation,  that  I  have  not 
spent  that  amount  of  time  necessary  to  note  the  progress  and  to  keep  a  gener- 
al supervision  over  the  schools  of  this  county,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
school  commissioner  to  do.  1  am  satisfied  that  is  the  case  with  too  many  of 
the  school  commissioners  of  the  different  counties  of  this  state.  I  think  that 
portion  of  visiting  schools  will  be  too  much  neglected,  unless  they  are  allowed 
(if  no  more,)  a  sufficient  amount  to  defray  expenses.  The  schools  that  I  have 
visited  for  the  most  part  are  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  I  notice  with 
some  there  is  wanting  that  systematic  order  in  conducting  and  governing  their 
schools,  which  is  so  essentially  necessary  in  the  school  room  ;  but  in  some  in- 
stances it  is  not  wholly  the  fault  of  the  present  teachers,  but  owing  to  incorrect 
habits  which  previous  teachers  have  allowed  their  pupils  to  fall  in  to,  without 
correcting  them  at  the  proper  time.  The  text  books  used  by  the  different 
schools  are  more  uniform  than  I  expected  to  find.  Wherever  I  have  been, 
there  seems  to  be  a  deep  and  growing  interest,  which  is  highly  commendable, 
in  promoting  and  sustaining  our  public  schools.  1  notice  within  the  past  year, 
there  has  been  quite  a  number  of  new  school  houses  erected.  Where  one  year 
ago  stood  the  "old  school  house"  new  and  comfortable  houses  have  sprung 
up  in  their  stead  ;  which  speaks  well  for  the  interest  those  districts  feel  in  the 
cause  of  education.  Among  the  number  of  school  houses  erected  last  year, 
I  would  notice  the  one  erected  in  Griggsville.  From  its  location  and  construc- 
tion it  is  difficult  to  find  its  superior  in  the  state.  The  site  upon  which  it  stands 
is  selected  with  regard  to  taste.  *  The  construction  of  the  interior,  with  its 
large,  high  and  well  ventilated  rooms,  is  arranged  in  accordance  w'iih  hygienic 
rules,  and  bears  with  it  an  air  of  attraction  of  Which  the  citizens  of  Griggsville 
can  justly  feel  proud.  It  is  arranged  for  a  graded  school,  and  has  already  a 
large  number  of  pupils  and  in  a  flourishing  condition.  That  some  of  the 
adjoining  towns  would  "go  thou  and  do  likewise." 

In  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  present  school  law,  it  seems  to  answer 
nearly  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  There  are  a  few  points,  which, 
perhaps,  could  be  changed  for  the  be  iter. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  public  funds,  could  it  not  be  so  arranged  that  there 
could  be  a  more  equal  distribution  made  to  the  districts.  At  present  it  is  made 
according  to  the  number  of  days  taught,  as  certified  to  by  the  schedules  pre- 
sented. There  are  more  central  districts  that  keep  a  school  in  operation 
throughout  the  year,  while  others  have  not  sufficient  public  fund  to  keep  in 
operation  a  school  but  a  small  portion  of  the  time  that  is  required  by  law,  in 
order  to  draw  the  public  fund,  without  raising  an  ad  valorem  tax  for  its  supports 
Thus  the  Jar^er  districts  consume  the  fund  of  the  smaller.     Could  we  not,  with- 
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out  detracting  from  the  stimulous  of  the  smaller  districts,  in  keeping  up  their 
six  months  school,  as  prescribed  by  law,  distribute  a  certain  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic fund  according  to  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  district — the  balance  on  the 
number  of  c^ays  taught,  as  certified  to  by  the  schedules  presented? 

School  officers  do  not  receive  sufficient  pay  for  their  services.  For  that 
reason  it  is  difficult  to  get  good,  thorough  business  men  to  serve  in  that  capacity; 
for  they  can  employ  their  time  to  a  belter  advantage,  or  rather  where  it  will 
pay  them  better,  without  the  responsibility.  Township  treasurers,  for  instance, 
have  the  responsibility  of  several  thousand  dollars ;  are  required  to  loan  out  the 
principal  of  the  township  fund  ;  look  after  the  securities  ;  pay  out  moneys  on 
orders  from  proper  authorities,  and  receives  annually  some  $15  or  $20.  Now, 
here  :  A  owes  the  school  fund  a  sum  under  $100 — B  owes  A  a  like  amount — 
A  wants  his  money  of  B — B  cant  pay  it  at  this  time,  but  says  to  A,  **  I  will 
take  up  your  note  due  the  school  fund,  and  give  my  note  with  security."  A 
says  "very  well."  The  transfer  is  made  by  the  treasurer,  and  receives  nothing. 
While,  if  A  pays  his  note  due  the  school  fund,  B  borrows  that  money,  and  pays 
his  not<»  to  A,  and  treasurer  receives  his  per  cent. ;  while  it  is  no  more  trouble 
in  the  last  instance  than  in  the  former.  Why  not  receive  a  per  cent,  on  town- 
ship fund  as  well  as  on  public  fund? 

Do  school  commissioners  do  their  duty  in  visiting  the  different  schools  in 
their  county,  and  keeping  a  general  supervision  over  them  ?  No.  I  do  not ; 
andd  find  that  I  am  not  alone  in  that  respect.  Why  not  ?  They  get  no  pay 
for  the  time  spent,  besides  bearing  their  own  expenses.  That  portion  of  their 
duty  which  is  confined  to  the  office,  such  as  the  examination  of  teachers  and  re- 
ceiving and  disbursing  the  public  funds  is  attended  to  all  right.  Why?  That 
pays  something.  I  know  that  I  would  go  as  far  and  do  as  much  as  my  limited 
means  would  let  me,  to  advance  the  cause  of  education ;  but  I  feel  that  this 
important  part,  of  visiting  schools,  will  not  receive  that  attention  that  it  requires 
until  they  receive  some  recompense  for  the  time  spent.  I  would  inquire — wiJl 
it  not  pay  a  county,  where  they  expend  annually  some  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  support  of  common  schools,  to  pay  some  competent  person  a  reasonable 
compensation  to  devote  his  whole  time  and  energies  to  the  advancement  of  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  that  county? 

The  above  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by  your  most  obedient, 

J.  J.  TOPLIFF, 
School  Commissioner, 


PUTNAM. 


JN'ovemheT  3,  1858. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Powell: 

* 

Sir — That  the  present  school  law  is  altogether  too  cumbrous  and  obscure, 
and  comes  far  short  of  what  it  should  be,  no  one  will  deny :  But  can  we  make 
one  that  will  practically  work  much  better  till  we  have  tried  the  present  one 
long  enough  to  fully  understand  and  distinctly  mark  its  every  fault  and  error? 

The  free  school  system  of  Illinois  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  True,  we  have  laid 
it  on  the  only  true  and  sure  foundation,  viz  :  ad  valorem  tax — the  foundation 
that  must,  and  inevitably  will,  insure  its  success;  but  even  with  this  sure  foot- 
hold, it  will  require  study,  care,  labor  and  time  to  erect  a  superstructure  that 
will  fully  meet  and  satisfy  the  educational  demands  of  out  ncAA^  ^xWvea^  ^\.^V^. 
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The  old  adage,  "whnt  is  done  in  a  hurry  is  ill  done,"  is  fearfully  true.  The 
car  of  improvement  has  vi^ry  often  been  seriously  retarded  in  its  progress  from 
a  too  great  hurry,  not  only  in  forcing  it  prematurely  alonpr,  but  also  in  the  too 
frequt'nt  chunjje  in  its  machinery.  We  are  yet  only  making  the  irial,  let  us 
wait  for  some  of  the  results  to  mature,  for  it  is  only  by  its  maiure  fruits  that  we 
can  fully  know  it.  Then,  by  the  knowledj^e  and  experieno©kthus  obtaiiud,  we 
can  go  knowingly  to  work  to  amend  the  present  law,  or  make  a  new  one. 

The  presint  law,  with  all  its  faults,  has  done  a  vast  amount  of  good.  We 
have  beiier  school  houses,  better  teachers,  better  schools,  better  school  books, 
better  scholars,  better  school  officers,  and  a  better  order  of  things  in  school 
matters,  than  ever  we  had  before. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  county  school  commissioners 
in  raising  the  s'andard  of  education,  and  for  that  very  reason  they  should  be 
ihorough,  practical  and  experienced  educators.  We  want  county  school  commis- 
sioners u^ho  can  lighten  as  well  as  thunder.  Let  it  bt*  proclaimed  through  the 
whole  length  and  oreadth  of  our  state,  that  Illinois  wants  no  old  fo«ry  school 
commissioners,  and  a  miuhty  stride  will  have  been  made  to  the  complete  and 
glorious  success  of  our  common  schools. 

The  following  changes  in  the  present  school  law  have  been  suggested  to  me. 

1.  That  one  school  director  be  elected  annually. 

2.  That  a  compensation  of  two  dollars  per  day  be  allowed  the  school  com- 
missioner for  visiiinor  schools. 

3.  That  the  state  two  mill  tax  be  dropped,  and  that  the  trustees  of  each 
township  be  authorized  to  levy  taxes  necessary  in  their  several  townships  for 
the  support  of  schools,  for  at  least  six  months  in  the  year. 

4.  That  the  township  treasurers  be  allowed  a  better  compensation  for  their 
services. 

5.  That  if  the  interest  on  the  school  fund  is  not  paid  strictly  in  advance, 
interest  at  the  rate  of  :iO  per  cent  be  collected  on  principal  and  interest. 

6.  R«  peal  that  part  of  the  school  law  which  says  ** white  persons,"  and 
have  it  rtad  * 'persons." 

Yours  truly, 

CHARLES  CROSS, 
School  Commissioner, 


RICHLAND. 

Olney,  JVovember  8,  1858. 
To  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

Dear  Sir — Herewith  I  send  you  reports  as  required.  I  have  made  up  the 
returns  in  as  plain  and  correct  a  form  as  is  in  my  power  to  do,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. I  am  late  with  the  returns,  from  the  fact  that  they  have  been  late 
in  coming  to  me ;  and  in  some  instances  I  have  had  to  send  them  back  to  make 
them  over  again ;  and  in  one  township  I  had  to  send  a  man  to  make  them  up. 
The  returns  to  me  are*very  imperfect  and  much  blotted.  Some  of  the  town- 
ship officers  are  not  very  good  bu>inessmen,and  their  books  are  kept  so  poorly 
that  it  would  take  the  superintendent  himself  to  make  returns  from  them,  and 
he  could  not  do  it,  from  the  books  alone.  I  think  there  should  be  a  remunera- 
tive fee  paid  to  the  treasurer  for  his  services — such  that  would  induce  men 
qualified  to  keep  the  looks  correctly;  then  the  reports  could  be  made  up  cor- 
rectJy,  and  would  show  the  correct  condition  of  schools  throughout  the  state. 
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I  shall  send  this  by  the  Adams  &  Co.  Express,  and  if  it  should  not  reach  you 
by  the  ISih,  hope  you  will  make  all  the  allowance  possible.  Hoping  it  may 
reach  you  in  time. 

I  remain  very  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  H.  GUNN. 


ROCK  ISLAND. 

School  Commissioner's  Office. 
JSTovember  3, 1858. 
Wm.  H.  Powfll, 

Superinlendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying  statements  of  the  con- 
dition of  scliools  in  the  county  of  Rock  Island  for  the  years  ending  October  1, 
lSo7  aiid  1858,  together  with  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  remarks  and  suggestions 
of  the  township  treasurers,  in  their  reports  to  me. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  statement  for  the  year  ending   October  1,  1857, 
is  not  as  full  and  perfect  as  could  be  desired;    it  is,  however,  the  best  that  can 
btj  had.     That  for  the  year  ending  October  1,  1858,  is  believed  to  he  a§  near  , 
perfect  as  can  w  II  be  obtained. 

Synopsis  of  the  remarks  and  sucrgestions  made  by  the  township  treasurers 
in  their  reports  to  the  school  commissioner : 

Mner  •Mitchell J  Treasurer  1\  16,  1  west. — The  existing  school  law,  in  its  prac- 
tical operation,  is  in  many  respects  imperfect.  Suggests  that  an  entire  revision 
of  the  law  is  greatly  needed,  especially  such  portion  of  it  as  pertains  to  the  du- 
ties of  trustees,  directors  and  township  treasurers.  Is  also  of  the  opinion  the 
township  treasurers  slsould  be  remunerated  for  the  responsibility  incurred  in 
the  safe-keepinsT  and  distributing  of  moneys  which  pass  through  their  hands. 

GilLerl  Jameson,  Treasurer  T,  17,  1  west,  thinks  the  township  treasurers 
should  make  an  annual  instead  of  a  biennial  report  to  the  school  commissioner, 
vhich  would  obviate  the  liability  on  the  part  of  township  treasurers  to  compli- 
cate and  intermingle  the  statistics  of  one  year  with  another. 

S.  P.  Hodges,  Treasurer  T.  18,  1  west,  remarks  that  the  law  now  requires 
the  directors  to  make  return  to  the  county  clerk  on  the  1st  Monday  in  July  of 
each  year,  of  the  rate  per  cent,  they  propose  to  levy  for  school  purposes,  while 
the  assessment  upon  which  it  is  to  be  levied  is  not  made  until  a  month  sub- 
sequent; and  inquires  if  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  rate  per  cent,  proper  to  be 
levied  which  the  directors  experience  from  not  knowing  what  the  assessment 
will  be,  should  not  be  remedied  by  changing  the  time  of  the  return  ot  the  rate  per 
cent,  to  a  later  date  than  the  return  of  t.'.e  assessments. 

Robeti  Armstrong,  Treasurer  T,  16.2  west,  suggests  the  expediency  of  school 
directors  being  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  so  arranged  that  the  term 
of  one  expire  annually.  By  snch  an  arrangement  the  services  of  at  least  one 
experienced  director  would  always  be  retained  in  the  board. 

Wm.  Bailey,  clerk  of  Rock  Island  school  district  board  of  education,  says : 
Rock  Island  school  district  was  incorporated  February,  1857,  and  embraces  all 
of  fractional  township  18,  2  west,  and  the  north  half  of  sections  1,  2  and  3,  in 
township  17,  2  west.  Such  is  the  practical  working  of  the  law,  that,  of  the 
two  mill  tax  assessed  upon  the  district,  it  receives  back  as  its  quota  of  school 
fimd  less  than  one-half  of  the  amount  that  it  pays  to  the  «\.«X^»  ^^x  ^  'v^'^^ 
profitable  operation  for  that  disurict,  certainly. 
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A.  S.  Cot,  Treasurer  T,  19,2  easty  observes  that  should  a  new  edition  of  the 
school  law  be  published  the  coming  winter,  it  should  contain,  for  the  sake  of 
certainty  and  convenience,  all  the  forms  of  a  technical  nature  required  by  the 
law,  which  the  school  officers  may  have  occasion  to  use. 

S.  L.  Breitun,  Treasurer  T.  18,  I  east,  suggests  the  propriety  of  amending 
sections  32  and  39  of  the  school  law  so  as  to  require  ihe  trustees,  as  such,  to  sign 
the  records  and  deeds  of  con«reyance  instead  of  the  president  and  clerk,  and 
that  the  cleik  witness  the  same.  Also  suggests  a  change  in  the  day  of  elec- 
tion of  directors,  to  avoid  its  being  on  the  day  of  th(^  meeting  of  the  trustees; 
and  mentions,  as  a  suitable  day,  the  2d  of  April,  in  each  year.  Also  another 
change:  thai  the  district  directors  be  required  (as  heretofore)  to  furnish  the 
township  treasurers  with  a  list  of  persons  under  the  age  of  21.  Also,  further, 
that  a  change  be  made  in  the  mode  of  distributing  the  interest  fund,  so  that 
no  dijstrict  can  draw,  at  one  time,  more  than  enough  to  pay  their  teacher  for 
one  term,  until  all  the  teachers  in  the  township  have  been  paid — then,  if  a  sur- 
plus remain,  that  it  be  discretionary  with  the  trustees  to  add  it  to  the  principal 
or  let  it  remain  in  the  interest  fund. 

Respectfully  yours, 

R.  M.  GRINNEL, 

School   Commissioner, 

0 


ST.   CLAIR. 

School  Commissioner's  Office, 

JSTovember^  1S5S. 

To  ihe  Honorable  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  ihe  Staie  of  Illinois: 

Honored  Sir — Accompanying  his  reports  of  the  two  years  ending  October 
1,  1857,  and  October  1,  1858,  the  undersigned  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing remarks  of  some  of  the  treasurers  and  himself : 

Mr.  Anth.  Schott,  treasurer,  in  T.  1  N.,  R.  7  W.,  makes  the  following 
remarks  and  suggestions,  in  reference  to  sections  34,  42  and  36,  relative  to  the 
taking  the  census: 

Section  34.  "I  wish  to  urge  again  the  re-establishment  of  the  mode  of 
distributing  the  townships  funds  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  resi- 
ding in  the  districts,  as  in  section  41,  of  the  law  of  3849.  This  is  consistently 
carrying  out  the  principle  that  regulates  the  distribution  among  the  counties  by 
the  auditor  and  among  the  townships  by  the  school  commissioner.  It  is  the 
only  practicable  way  in  which  the  directors,  when  they  engage  a  teacher,  can 
make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  they  will  receive  when  the  teacher 
is  to  be  paid,  because  they  then  can  judge  of  that  amount  by  the  last  yearns  census, 
which  will  but  slightly  vary  from  year  to  year,  while  the  attendance  of  children 
throughout  the  township,  depending  on  circumstances  not  to  be  known  before- 
hand to  the  directors,  as  health,  weather,  good  will,  etc.,  is  so  entirely  uncer- 
tain  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  even  a  guess  at  the  shares  of  districts,  before 
all  the  schedules  have  been  returned  and  added  up.  It  is  further  the  only  way 
in  which,  with  any  kind  of  equity  a  distribution  can  be  made  among  districts  of 
different  density  of  population  as  then  towns  and  villages,  which  by  the  nature 
of  the  case,  always  can  have  fuller,  more  regular,  better  schools,  would  not, 
as  they  do  now,  having  a  larger  daily  attendance,  also  take  the  means  from  the 
ruraJ  districts,  where  children  often  are  detained  from  school  by  bad  weather 
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and  bad  roads,  which  are  no  hindrance  for  those  in  towns.  It  would  prevent 
the  injustice  that  under  the  present  mode  of  distribution  frequently  occurs,  that 
weak  districts  have  to  tax  themselves  for  making  up  the  balance  left  unpaid  on 
their  small  schedules,  though  paying  a  low  salary  to  their  teachers,  while  strong 
districts  with  a  full  schedule  can  pay  a  high  compensation,  and  still  have  a  sur- 
plus." 

§  42.  "As  to  a  better  arrangement  of  section  42:  to  a  change  of  the  elec- 
tion of  directors  to  the  last  Saturday  of  September,  (so  that  not  said  election 
and  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  come  on  the  same  day,)  [section  36] — to  a 
regulation  of  having  the  census  taken  by  the  directors,  (who  can  do  it  with 
very  little  trouble) — and  to  some  other  points,  allow  me  to  refer  to  the  re  marks 
accompanying  my  report  to  you  of  1856.  Anthony  Schott.'' 

These  remarks  of  Mr.  Schott  I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Edwards,  separattly,  and 
in  advance  of  the  regular  school  commissioner's  report  in  October,  1856. 

Mr.  Q",  W.  Bowler,  treasurer  of  T.  2  N.,  R.  8  W.,  in  reference  to  section 
foriv-five — 

•*  Section  45  of  school  law  works  badly,  on  account  of  collectors  not  having  the 
full  amount  of  the  district  taxes  all  collected  by  the  first  day  of  April,  conse- 
quently the  collectors  refuse  to  pay  the  full  amount  assessed,  as  shown  by  the 
county  clerk's  orders.  The  collector  refuses  to  pay  on  the  certificates,  but  pays 
such  amount  in  bulk,  as  he  may  have  on  hand,  collected  from  the  township,  and 
treasurers  are  therefore  left  without  any  guide  in  paying  out  the  funds  belong- 
ing 10  districts,  and  cannot  know  whether  one  district  is  receiving  more  than  itj 
amount  or  not,  until  a  final  settlement  with  the  collector  in  Septemler.  I  would 
therefore  recommend  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  said  section  as  places  the  collec- 
tion of  the. district  taxes  in  the  hands  of  the  county  collectors,  and  place  it  in 
the  control  of  a  township  collector,  who  could  pay  over  the  amount  collected 
from  tach  district  directly  to  the  township  treasurer,  as  each  district's  tax  pay- 
ers had  paid  over  to  him,  which  would  avoid  much  confusion  and  trouble  to 
district  directors,  and  also  to  treasurers. 

*' Should  a  township  collector  for  collecting  district  taxes  be  created  by  lav, 
it  is  recommended,  to  secure  eflficiency  and  capability,  that  he  be  reasonably 
compensated  for  his  services.  G.  W.  Bowler." 

Mr.  C.  Glass,  one  of  the  trustees  of  schools  in  T.  1  S.,  R.  9  W.,  in  the  name 
of  the  said  trustees,  in  reference  to  section  thirty- six,  relating  to  the  taking  the 
census : . 

§  36.  "  The  law  makes  no  provisions  for  who  shall  take  the  Ct^nsus  of  the 
tcmnsbip,  ror  any  pay  for  the  bame.  This  should  be  amendtd  by  appointing 
some  one  person  to  do  it,  and  paying  him  for  it.  It  would  then  not  be  neglected. 
Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  trustees  of  T.  No.  1  S.,  R.  9  W. 

.  C.  Glass." 
Mr.  Frederick  Horn,  treasurer  in  T.  2  S.,  R.  9  W.     Suggestions  in  refer- 
ence to  townships  divided  by  county  lines — distribution  of  funds.     Section  34. 
Only  one  board  of  school  oliicers  to  be  elected  in  each  township— -and  in  refer- 
ence to  section  45 : 

"In  regard  of  the  different  defects  of  the  present  school  law,  I  would  point 
oat  the  following,  and  suggest  proper  remedies: 

*•!.  In  townships  divided  by  county  lines,  should  be  allowed  to  organize  sepa- 
rately in  each  county,  and  the  township  fund  and  proceeds  of  land  sale  appor- 
tioned according  to  the  number  of  acres  in  each  fractional  part;  this  would  be 
easential  and  expedient,  in  order  to  make  proper  and  reliable  reports  to  the 
respecti^'e  commissioners.  The  apportionment  of  the  township  fund  should  be 
made  by  the  different  school  commissioners  interested." 
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§  34.  "2.  The  distribuiion  of  the  common  school  and  township  fund  should 
be  apportioned  by  the  board  of  trustees,  according:  to  the  number  of  children 
in  each  district,  and  charged  to  the  separate  district  account  by  the  treasurer, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  district  directors.  This  course  would  obviate  a  great 
many  contentions  and  conflicts  between  trustees  and  directors.  But  to  make 
the  law  etficit'ni  in  ihis  respect,  it  seems  thp.t  only  ohe  board  of  school  oflicers 
ought  to  be  elected  in  each  township  and  fractional  township,  involving  on  ihem 
the  duties  of  levying  taxes,  employing  teachers,  and  t)  attend  to  ihe  township 
school  affairs  generally.  As  the  present  law  has  given  the  supreme  power  to 
district  directors,  leaving  only  power  to  the  trustees  to  execute  the  orders  of 
school  directors,  it  is  obvious  that  one  board  might  be  dispensed  with  and  abol- 
ished." 

§  45.  "  3.  The  present  mode  of  collecting  school  taxes  is  very  lurdensome 
on  the  county  collector,  and  is  generally  withlield  from  the  treasurer  after  due 
time.  Now,  if  all  township  school  taxes  were  collected  by  the  township  treas- 
urer, and  the  power  granted  as  conftrrred  on  county  coljeciors,  the  same  would 
generally  be  paid  in  the  treasury  when  needed,  caiifeing»lhe  iteasurer  in  pay 
more  attention  to  his  office,  as  his  compensation  would  be  and  ou<iht  to  be 
increased.  Faed.  C*  Horn." 

So  far  the  treasurers'  remj^rks. 

As  to  the  reports  of  the  undersigned,  I  have  taken  great  pains  to  make  them 
as  p  rfect  atid  trusty  %s  possible,  but  I  am  afraid  that  on  account  of  a  great 
many  deficiencies  in  the  reports  of  the  treasurers,  my  trouble  has  not  been  of 
much  avail.  Most  of  these  reports  seem  to  he  executed  in  a  hurry,  and  more 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  job  than  of  performing  a  duty — and  a 
good  many  answers  seem  to  be  guess  work.  Four  reports,  though  return. d  in 
time,  1  sent  back  on  this  account,  pointing  at  section  t?l;  and  iuto  three  town- 
ships I  was  really  forced  to  send  a  competent  man,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  said  se-  tion — but  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  satisfied  even  with  these  reports — 
they  are  done  with  the  assistance  of  the  officers,  and  as  I  believe,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saving  time,  and  the  expenses  due  to  my  appointee,  have  also  been  done 
in  a  great  hurry. 

The  blank,  **  Number  of  well  qualified  teachers/'  has  not  been  filled  up  by 
some;  probably  bvCaus^  those  who  have  not,  did  not  regard  themselves  compe- 
tent to  judi^e  the  qualification  of  tiachers. 

The  undersigned  very  Mn«*erely  regrets  that  the  intention  of  the  Teachers' 
Association,  lately  assembled  at  Decatur,  has  not  been  i  xecuted,  and  that  a 
meeiin;^  ot  the  school  commissioners  of  the  state  has  not  been  called ;  for  he 
is  sat  slied,  that  at  such  a  meeting,  by  the  discussion  on  the  various  dutii  s  of  this 
olIic»s  various  very  good  suggestions  would  have  been  brought  to  light.  So  is— 

The  examinaiioa  of  teachers  and  ihe  teachers  ceiiijicaie  very  often  a  matter  of 
great  emba  rassment  to  the  school  commissioner,  and  not  without  effect  upon 
the  success  of  schools. 

It  is  very  commonly  the  case  that  persons  applying  for  examination  are  defi- 
cient in  one  or  more  branches,  and  not  prepared  to  ttach  thtm,  while  in  other 
branches  they  appear  to  b^  prepared.  To  refuse  a  certificate  to  such  persons 
would  almost  be  equal  to  lockn)^^  up  all  the  scho««l  houses.  '1  he  certificate  they 
then  get  is  a  general  one,  certifying  to  ail  the  branches — this  or  none  at  all  is 
the  choice  of  the  school  commissioner,  and  the  directors^  depending  on  this 
ceriifi.  ate,  very  often  afterwards  are  disappointed. 

What  I  huve  done  to  avoid  this  was  to  make  use  of  the  proviso  in  sec- 
tion 52.  Afier  examination,  I  told  the  candidate  that  I  could  not  give  him 
a  general  certificate,  but  that  I  was  willing  to  certify  to  the  following  branches, 
viz:     A  B,  etc.,  if  he  could  prove  by  a  certifiv-ate  of  the  school  directors,  that 
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unable  to  procure  a  loacher  competent  to  teach  the  branches  required  by  law 
ihey  were  baiisfied  wiih  su»  h  a  limited  certificutH.     This  ditBculty  might  easily 
be  avo  ded  by  the  establishing  of  a  graded  certificate  on  the  branches  separately. 
Another  matter  ot  einl  arrassmeni,  is  ihe  word  ''properly,"  iu  the  phras*^  for 

the  form  of  the  certificate,  "ihat is  qualifi*  d  ^rqper/y  lo tea* h,"  tic.  If  this 

Wiird  means  what!  understand  it  to  mean — '*  t*)  teacli  in  such  a  way  that  the  object 
before  the  pupil  become  his  property,  (as  far  as  applicable  to  the  various 
branches',)  not  by  memory,  but  by  the  aciiviy  of  his  mind,  so  ihat  the  drvelop- 
m-  nl  of  the  menial  faculties  is  the  chief  aim  of  the  method  of  teaching'' — 
then,  how  many  persons  proposing  lo  lea'  h  may  be  qualified  to  get  a  certificate? 
Not  one  in  ten,  as  far  at  least  as  I  have  become  acquaints  d  with  such  persons. 
In  the  certificates  I  have  granted,  I  re^'arded  this  word  "properly,'*  as  not 

exis  iuir- 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  mention  another  question  that  would  probably 
have  come  up  ai  the  said  meeiinjf  of  the  school  commissioners      This: 

Would  it  not  be  pos.sibh*,  and  feasible,  by  means  of  lecitlalion,  to  compflor 
to  force  teachers  to  aiiend  to  meetings  ta!l<  d  by  school  olhcers,  for  lh^;  purpose 
of  servinjT  ih3  cause  of  education,  as  teachers'  associations,  insiiiuies,  lec- 
tures, etc.? 

Most  respeclfully  submiiiinfr, 

GEORGE  BUNSEN, 

School  Commissioner, 


SALINE. 

ScuooL  Commission fr's  Office. 
J^ovembtr  5,  1S5S. 
Wm.  H.  Powell, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. : 

The  awompanyiiig  rr ports  you  will  find  rather  imperfect,  from  the  fact  that 
80  n»any  olficers  maiiipulate  the  affair.       It  sti  ikes  me  the  law  could  be  better 
carried  out  by  fewer  othcers.     For  instance,  drop  all  township  olficers  bui  one 
commissioner  or  superintendent  fur  ih»'  town>hip,  to  transact  ail  of  the  business, 
disburse  money  that  may  come  into  his  hands  according  to  law,  the  same  as  the 
commi:Jsioner  of  the  county.     Then  abolish  all   dirtctors  Df  districts  but  one  for 
each  school  or  district,  and  him  to  give  homl  as  the  township  commissioner  or 
treasurer,  and  have  charge  of  all  the  moneys  of  the  district  or  which  is  due  to 
the  district,  with    an  emolument  sufiicienl  i  >  pay  him  lo  discharp^e  his  duty 
punctually  and  faiihfully.     Carry  down  the   law  to  the  district   the  same  as  it 
begins  at  the  stale.     Tliese  officers  should  be  elected  by  the  legal  voters  of  the 
disiric  8  and  townships,  as  the   th'ce  trustees  and  directors  are  now  elected, 
with  an  educatioiial  bt)ard  of  tiiese  super iiitendents — to  meet  quarterly  to  keep 
advis' d   the  best  mode  aid    plan  to    carry  out    the   law    and   management 
of  .schools  in  their  townshi])s.     Ti.cy  may  have  a  general  meeting  of  a  general 
boa  d,  also,  to  mnet  at  some  convenient  place  in  the  county,  annually,  and  ad- 
just the  school  business  of  the  county. 

Our  schools  are  not  workins:  well,  from  the  fact  that  too  many  teachers  are 
fillirg  up  ihe  schools  of  to  >   limited  qualificaions.     The  str.  am  can  nevtr  rise 
bi^rher  than  the  ssourc.     Our  sci.ools  uiil   be   kept  in  ignorance  as  long  as  we 
hdve  s'^  many  ignorant  teach*  rs  ins^ructinLr  them.     Teachers  of  UvV\  v\v)l^\\^\^^« 
lions  cannot  be  had  in  this  portion  of  the  state  to  supply  sc\iOo\a,  ;vtA  \\.  \\^v^n^\ 
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be  so  as  long  as  the  districts  limit  the  qualifications.  They  can  hire 
a  man  qualified  in  orthography,  readmg  in  English,  and  penmanship,  for 
some  twenty  dollars  per  month,  while  he  answers  the  demands  of  our  children, 
the  directors  say,  just  as  well  as  one  weli  qualified  in  all  the  branches  required 
in  the  law,  which  we  would  have  to  give  some  forty  dollars.  This  county  is 
in  want  of  four-fifths  of  the  teachers  fully  quail ified  according  to  law;  but  now 
four-fifths  of  the  certificates  are  issued  to  young  men  who  do  not  expect  to 
make  a  business  of  school  teaching,  only  to  idle  away  some  four  or  six  months 
of  the  winter,  with  limited  qualifications  and  poor  ability  to  instruct  children, 
and  raih'T  do  it  than  labor  on  the  farm,  of  which  they  are  the  most  fitted  or 
educated  to  do.  The  free  school  sytsem  is  very  much  complain^d  of  as 
bringing  an  unjust  tax  upon  a  certain  portion  of  the  tax  payers;  yet  I  believe 
the  plan  is  operating  to  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation.  At  any  rate,  it 
has  this  advantage,  of  encouraging  the  indigent  poor  from  the  adjoining  states 
to  settle  among  us,  to  educate  their  children. ' 

V.  RATHBONE, 

School  Commissioner. 


SANGAMON. 

Many  ages  ago,  Christianity  first  proclaitned  the  universal  and  equal  right 
of  every  human  being  to  enlightenment  of  mind.  In  more  recent  times,  patri- 
otic slatesuMnship,  in  several  countries  of  Europe,  has  favored  the  same  great 
design :  and  now,  the  civil  liberty  and  new  condition  of  society  developed  and 
grown  up  in  the  United  Slates,  demand  it,  together  with  a  pure  and  elevated 
moral  culture,  as  the  essential  foundation  of  a  republican  government.  All 
other  forms  of  government  require  well  disciplined  and  subservient  armies 
for  their  support:  the  democracy  of  America,  except  on  special  occasions, 
may  dispense  with  armies,  but  cannot  subsist  without  universal  education. 
This  is  the  strong  felt  conviction  of  the  national  heart ;  and  it  is  no  longer  a 
question,  whether  all  should  be  educated,  nor  whether  by  priva  e  schools  sup- 
ported and  managed  by  individual  enterprise,  or  by  public  schools,  free  alike 
to  all,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  state.  Experience  has  proved  that  the 
education  of  the  citizens  is  a  duty  of  the  state,  and  must  not  be  left  to  the 
uncertain  hazards  of  mere  private  liberality  and  enterprize. 

Ti  e  enlightened  mind  and  toiling  hand,  in  industrious  use  of  the  natural  mate- 
rials furnished  by  the  Creator,  are  the  two  great  producers  of  wealth.  The  mind 
without  the  hand,  can  do  but  little  ;  the  hand  without  the  mind,  much  less. 
Education  trains  and  guides  them  both  ;  and  they  both  produce  the  wealth 
which  man  covets.  By  this  process,  wealth  becomes  debtor  to  labor — the  labor, 
namely,  of  mind  and  hand;  in  other  words,  the  wealth  which  industry  produces 
becom*  s  debtor  to  industry. 

Bui  the  manual  industry  of  the  world  has  all  been  performed  by  the  million 
masses,  who  have  seldom  been  paid  for  their  toil  in  proportion  to  its  worth ; 
while  the  wealth  which  their  toil  produ«..ed  still  continued  to  pour  its  treasures 
into  th<-  coffers  of  the  few.  The  history  of  nearly  all  the  nations  ouiside  of 
the  United  States,  shows  clearly  enough  that  the'  toiling  millions  by  whose 
hardy  industry  the  capital  stock  of  wealth  has  beea  begotten,  have  never  been 
properly  cared  for  by  those — the  few — who  employed  them,  legislated  for  th<'m, 
and  held  control  over  them.  But  now,  in  the  nineteenth  century  of  the  christian 
era,  and  here,  in  this  land  of  political  equality,  where  the  sceptre  has  passed 


.   43 

from  the  few  to  the  many,  the  many  have  ordained,  by  the  school  law,  that 
wealth,  by  whomsoever  possessed,  shall  pay  a  just  and  reasonable  tax,  in  order 
that  the  many  as  well  as  the  few,  may  be  educated.  Thus  after  many  long 
and  dreary  ages  and  violent  revolutions  among  nations,  capital  has  fallen  under 
the  legislation  of  the  millions,  and  is  justly  required  to  pay  for  their  education, 
to  the  end  that  they  may  perform  their  labor  better,  bring  greater  increase  to 
capital,  and  be  happier  and  more  estimable  citizens. 

Cheapness,  universal  diffusion  and  higher  standard  of  education;  facility 
and  higher  value  of  production;  better  quality  of  products;  multiplied  discove- 
ries in  science  and  rapid  improvement  of  arts;  augmentation  of  caj)ital ;  security 
to  national  freedom  and  the  peace  of  society  ;  protection  to  the  rightsof  individ- 
ual man  ;  the  physical  as  well  as  the  intellectual  and  moral  invigoration  of  hu- 
man kind  ;  and  the  perpetuation  of  a  wise  and  righteous  republican  nationality, 
that  shall  overspread  the  entire  continent  of  America,  are  among  the  numerous 
and  inestimable  blessings  which  the  free  school  system,  established  and  upheld 
by  the  state,  is  most  certainly  producing. 

In  the  state  of  Ilb'nois,  the  school  organization  is  yet  s^  ?''^'»'"*'^i'»  of  improve- 
ment. As  suggested  in  your  circular  of  January  1,  1958,  tne  aiMi.ct  organi- 
zation alone,  without  its  present  complexity  with  the  township,  would  be  far 
more  simple  and  efficient — especially  if  it  were  placed  under  the  supervision  of 
an  intelligent  and  industrious  school  commissioner,  who  could  devote  his  whole 
time  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  school  districts  are  little  sovereignties, 
mdependent  of  each  other  in  the  sphere  of  their  respective  interests,  and  have 
no  sympathy  or  fellowship  with  the  township  in  which  they  are  siiuattd,  further 
than  to  receive  their  pittance  of  money  from  the  township  treasurer. 

The  assessHjents  levied  by  the  district  directors  ought  to  be  reported  to  the 
school  commissioner,  rather  than  to  the  county  clerk,  and  all  the  funds  of  the 
county,  for  purposes  of  public  instruction,  ought  to  be  in  his  hands  subject  to 
*he  order  of  the  directors,  for  the  payment  of  the  teachers  and  all  the  other 
expenses  of  the  schools ;  and  the  same  officer  should  be  constantly  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  schools,  by  personal  visitation  or  otherwise.  In  this  way, 
more  accurate  and  reliable  information  could  be  obtained  for  the  biennial  re- 
ports which  the  law  requires  to  be  made  to  the  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction, by  the  school  commissioner. 

Nor  is  our  present  method  of  granting  teachers'  certificates  satisfactory.  We 
ought  to  recognize  the  differences  indicated  by  good,  better  and  best.  By  our 
present  manner  of  giving  certificates,  injustice  is  done  to  the  experienced  pro- 
fessional teacher,  and  proper  stimulous  is  withheld  from  the  novitiate  just  en- 
tering upon  his  first  quarter  in  the  school  room.  Perhaps  three  grades  of 
license,  similar  to  those  in  Ohio,  might  be  generally  acceptable  and  productive 
of  desirable  results. 

You  will  notice  in  the  report  from  this  office,  for  the  year  1858,  that  whilst 
only  forty- eight  thousand  dollars  were  received  for  school  purposes  in  the 
county  of  Sangamon,  an  expenditure  was  made  of  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
dolUrs.  If  these  figures  are  reliable,  they  exhibit  a  remarkable  neglect,  on 
the  part  of  directors,  to  levy  the  ad  valorem  tax  authorized  by  the  law.  Men 
who  are  so  reckless  about  running  their  districts  into  debt,  when  the  law  makes 
ample  provision  for  the  cash,  must  be  guided  either  by  an  arithmetic  that  is  at 
fault,  or  a  mistaken  view  of  the  privileges  and  duties  of  their  office.  I  cannot 
but  hope,  however,  that  the  reports  I  have  received  on  this  subject,  are  in  error. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  SPRINGER, 
School  Comm\s%\ou«T 

—S 
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STARK. 

TouLow,  November  9,  1858. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Powell: 

Dear  Sir — By  much  effort  I  have  been  able  to  approximate  to  a  correct  re- 
port, though  it  is  only  an  approximation. 

I  would  respectfully  submit  some  suggestions : 

1.  The  law  should  provide  for  a  thorough  supervision.  Retain  commission- 
ers, and  give  them  a  per  diem,  or  a  salary.  By  experience  I  know  it  is  hard 
to  visit  without  pay. 

2.  The  machinery  of  the  law  would  be  simplified,  by  throwing  out  trustees 
or  directors. 

3.  The  directors  should  receive  their  money  direct,  and  keep  it  on  hand  to 
pay  teachers  as  soon  as  earned.  It  is  wicked  to  compel  a  teacher  to  wait  six 
months  for  his  pay. 

4.  Directors  should  not  be  elected  annually.  A  board  with  such  a  brief 
term  of  service  cannot  devise  and  mature  plans  for  the  good  of  the  district 
Almost  every  school  in  this  county  stopped — many  since  harvest — to  await  the 
election  of  new  directors.  Such  a  stoppage  is  disastrous  to  schools.  The  di- 
rectors might  hold  office  three  years,  one  being  elected  annually. 

5.  Teachers'  certificates  should  be  graded,  showing  their  exact  scholarship 
in  each  branch. 

6.  Measures  shoulJ  be  adopted  to  compel  justices  of  the  peace,  prosecuting 
attorneys  and  clerks  circuit  court  to  pay  over  to  the  school  commissioner  the 
fines  received.  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  get  hold  of  the  fines.  The  officers 
who  receive  them  sometimes  retain  them  for  months,  and  even  years — and 
some  never  pay  them.  I  happened  in  court,  one  day,  just  as  a  justice  was 
testifying  that  he  had  received  a  fine  for  assault  and  battery  a  year  before. 
Whereupon  I  dropped  him  a  line,  and  got  the  money. 

An  attorney  went  from  our  court  here  to  his  home  in  another  part  of  the  circuit, 
with  $40  of  school  money.  By  mere  chance  I  heard  of  it,  wrote  for  it,  and  in 
a  year  thereafter  obtained  it.  An  attorney,  ^ro  /em.,  took  nearly  fifty  dollars 
(1  think  it  was)  of  fines  collected,  to  pay  his  fees  in  cases  where  the  defend- 
ants did  not  pay.  I  would  like  your  opinion  on  this  point:  A.,  B.  and  C.  are 
fined  ten  dollars  and  costs  each  for  selling  liquor.  A.  pays  his  attorney  fees 
(five  dollars)  and  his  fine.  B.  and  C.  do  not  pay  anything,  and  the  attorney 
takes  the  fine  paid  by  A.,  which  is  properly  school  money,  for  his  fees  in  the 
two  cases !     Is  that  legal  ? 

But  to  give  more  cases :  A  constable  lost,  as  he  says,  a  fine  of  fifteen  dollars, 
after  it  was  paid  to  him,  and  I  have  not  received  the  money  yet,  though  it  is 
said  that  arrangements  are  made  to  pay  it.  A  justice  received  a  fine  a  year 
since,  and  for  months  said  nothing  about  it,  and  has  not  paid  it  yet.  At  the 
October  term  of  the  court,  fines  amounting  to  about  $100  were  paid  in,  of 
which  not  one  cent  has  yet  come  into  my  hands. 

Allow  me  to  say,  sir,  that  in  my  opinion  this  matter  needs  ventilating.  I 
suggested  to  a  neighboring  commissioner  the  propriety  of  looking  into  affairs 
in  his  county,  and!  ^m  told  that  he  has  found  three  himdred  dollars  in  the 
hands  of  one  officer. 

It  is  probable  that  not  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars  are  lost  to  the  state  an- 
nually— enough  to  pay  each  commissioner  one   hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Who  examines  the  records  of  officers  to  know  if  they  pay  over  the  fines 
received  ? 
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7.  In  the  blanks  of  treasurers  you  8:iy,V'No.  of  districts  in  which  no  schools 
have  been  kept?"  In  the  blanks  for  commissioners  the  number  is  omitted,  but 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  insert  it. 

Yours  very  truly, 

R.  C.  DUNN, 

School  Commsaioner. 


VERMILION. 

Danville,  JSTovember  5,  1858. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Powell, 

Supertniendent  Public  Instruction : 
Dear  Sir — I  send  you  the  annual  reports,  made  out  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
under  the  existing  circumstances.  There  is  one  report  from  23,  9  east,  which 
I  cannot  find  ;  whether  it  has  been  handed  to  former  commissioner  and  mis- 
placed, I  cannot  say.  The  report  for  year  ending  1857,  is  quite  deficient, 
since  the  townships  did  not  give  full  reports,  and  some  none  at  all,  for  that  year. 
You  will  also  find  in  the  report  for  year  ending  October  1, 185S,a scant  exhibit 
from  three  or  four  of  the  townships;  and  I  rather  think  that  all  these  deficien- 
cies and  discrepancies  are  attributable  to  the  lack  of  capability  of  some  of  these 
township  officers,  and  their  indiffeience  to  the  matter  of  posting  themselves. 
My  knowledge  of  the  school  laws  and  system  is  very  limited,  but  I  feel  that  it 
shall  be  my  endeavor  to  become  better  acquainted  with  it  from  time  to  time. 
Hoping  these  reports  may  be  of  some  service,  though  lacking  much, 

I  remain  yours  respectfully, 

E.  H.  PALMER, 
School  Commissioner. 


WABASH. 

Mt.  Garmel,  JVovember  12,  1858. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

Ds AR  Sir — In  endeavoring  to  make  out  an  abstract  of  amendments  to  the 
school  law,  which  to  me  appear  to  be  advisable,  I  found  it  nearly  impossible  to, 
in  mere  statements,  embody  them  in  a  form  which  could  be  appreciated  or  un- 
derstood, or,  if  appreciated  and  understood,  they  would  appear  as  something 
which  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  make  a  law  to  meet.  I  have,  therefore, 
for  my  own  satisfaction  and  that  you  may  the  more  thoroughly  understand, 
embodied  my  proposals  in  an  amendatory  law,  which  you  will  find  accompany- 
ing this.  My  reasons  for  the  amend nients  proposed  I  gave  in  letters  to  your 
predecessor,  but,  a  few  of  them  I  will  repeat  to  you: 

We  have  too  many  school  officers — so  many  that,  one  relying  upon  another, 
none  understanding  their  business,  and  little  or  no  pay  being  received,  nothing, 
or  but  very  little,  is  properly  attended  to.  By  reducing  the  number  of  officers, 
and  arranging  them  as  I  propose,  I  think  the  difficulty  may  be  obviated. 

Under  our  present  system  the  election  of  school  officers  is  nothing  but  a 
farce.     Notice  of  election  is  posted,  some  half  dozen  per^n^  %^\.  Vo^<^^^\  ^x. 
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the  place  some  time  during  the  day,  remain  for  an  hour,  vote  viva  voce,  make 
out  someihini^  ihey  call  a  poll-book,  return  it.  That  is  the  election — and  it  is 
really  no  eleciion. 

It  is  necessary  to  increase  the  pay  ;  as,  without  some  pay,  officers  will  not 
work,  and  by  making  it  an  object  to  attend  to  the  business  something  may  he 
done. 

Children  should  attend  the  schools  regularly;  and,  to  make  them  do  so,  il  is 
necessary  to  have  legislative  enactment.  As  it  is,  schedules  of  60  scholars, 
where  the  attendance  might  be  3,600  days,  do  not  average  over  2,400,  and 
I  doubt  whether  an  average  would  exceed  1,800.  We  know  the  number  of 
children  that  should  be  in  attendance,  and  it  is  necessary  there  should  be  a 
school  that  they  may  attend  if  ihey  will  The  teacher  must  be  paid,  whether 
they  aitead  or  not.  Some  are  regular  in  attendance,  while  the  others  attend 
only  now  and  then.  Those  who  attend  hw  seldom,  get  behind  their  classes; 
their  classes  must  wait  a  little  that  the  laggard  may  catch  up  with  them;  the 
whole  school  is  kept  back  by  a  few  who  ari<  careless  about  attending,  and 
sometimes  whole  schools  catch  the  contagion,  it  becomes  infectious,  and 
the  teacher  is  left  almost  without  a  school.  My  provision  to  make  parents  pay 
when  children  do  not  attend  two-thirds  of  the  time  is  to  remedy  this  evil — 
children  will  learn  more,  the  public  will  be  benefitted,  and  the  school  fund  will 
cease  to  be  squandered. 

Much  damagfe  is  done  by  children  to  school  houses,  and  it  is  difficult  and  al- 
most impossible  to  make  parents  repair  the  damage.  The  school  fund  is  drain- 
ed off  for  the  purpose,  and  the  child  repeats  the  offence  and  receives  from  its 
parents  scarce  one  word  of  condemnation.  By  my  proposal  of  making  parents 
directly  liable  for  injury  their  children  shall  commit  on  school  property,  ihe  pa- 
rents, finding  themselves  made  liable,  would  counsel  their  children  to  refrain 
from  such  acts  of  violence,  and  would  pay  some  attention  to  see  that  they  did 
refrain. 

Most  of  the  school  commissi*". ers  must  have  lost  money  during  the  last  two 
years'  service.  1  have  not ;  V  .tl  have  not  made  a  farthing  by  the  office.  The 
obligation  d»ivolving  upon  U6  to  visit  schools,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  with- 
drawing our  pay,  is  where  the  difficulty  rests.  Aside  from  time  lost,  horse  and 
buggy  hire,  in  traveling  to  the  schools,  is  not  a  less  bill  than  fifty  dollars  a 
year — and  I  really  believe  that  a  legislative  enactment  giving  to  each  commis- 
sioner S50  a  year  for  the  years  185/  and  1858,  for  ex-officio  services,  would 
be  an  act  of  justice  and  equiiy.  But,  it  cannot  be  asked — we  took  our  offices 
for  better  or  for  worse,  and  if  we  find  them  all  worse,  and  no  better,  we  have 
no  right  to  complain,  and  1  for  one  will  not. 

Hoping  that  you  will  give  serious  consideration  to  mv  proposals, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

VVM.  M.  HARMON, 

School  Commissioner, 


WARREN. 

MoN MOUTH,  JVovember  6,  1858. 


To  Svpcrintendeni  of  Public  Instruction : 

Sir — The  present  school  law,  like  any  new  law,  not  absolutely  perfect,  has, 
in  some  respects,  proved  embarrassing  to  those  entrusted  with  its  execution. 
That  the  present  law  is  entirely  free  of  difficulty,  iu  thai  respect,  will,  I  pre- 
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suroe,  be  claimed  by  no  one  in  any  manner  connected  with  it.  Much  of  the 
difhculty  complained  of  is  occasioned,  no  doubt,  by  the  ambiguity  of  some  of  its 
provisions,  but  in  the  main  I  believe  them  to  be  fancied,  resulting  from  a  change 
of  system,  which  will  be  dissipated  to  a  great  extent  as  school  officers  become 
more  familiar  with  the  meaning  of  the  law.  Whatever  of  real  difficulty  is 
found  to  exist  will  furnish  no  adequate  reason  for  the  entire  abrogation  of  the 
system,  but  when  discovered,  should  be  clearly  defined  and  amended,  from 
time  to  time,  as  found  necessary  ;  as  all  experience  demonstrates  that  no  im- 
portant system  of  human  origin  ever  came  perfect  from  the  hands  of  its 
framers,  and  prudence  itself  dictates  that  no  important  system,  whether  polit- 
ical, social  or  educational,  should  be  changed  for  trifling  reasons  or  until  suffi- 
cient time  has  elapsed  to  thoroughly  test  its  operation.  One  of  the  main  objec- 
tions urged  to  this  law  is,  that  some  counties  do  not  receive  for  educational 
purposes,  by  some  thousands  of  dollars,  near  as  much  as  they  raise  by  taxa- 
tion, and  it  is  claimed  by  those  using  the  objection,  that  each  county  should  re- 
ceive from  the  public  treasury  the  specific  amount  raised  for  such  purpose  in 
such  county.  I  think,  however',  they  entirely  overlook  the  design  of  a  free 
school  system,  which,  as  I  understand  it)  is  to  place  it  as  near  as  possible  within 
the  reach  of  every  individual  in  the  state,  to  obtam  a  good  common  education, 
and  that  too  by  dividing  the  burdens  of  education  among  the  largest  possible 
number  of  coadjutors. 

The  necessity  for  a  more  thorough  and  efhcient  supervision  of  schools  in  coun- 
ties must  become  palpably  apparent  to  every  individual  reflecting  upon  the  sub- 
ject, yet,  as  you  say,  seemingly  to  embarass  the  supervision  heretofore  afforded, 
the  last  legislature  repealed  the  law  allowing  $2  per  diem  to  county  superin- 
tendents for  visiting  schools  ;  the  consequence  of  which  is  that  in  many  coun- 
ties these  officers  have  ceased  their  visitations,  because  of  their  inability  in 
many  cases  to  sustain  the  drain  upon  their  pockets,  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss 
of  time.  Take  for  instance  this  county  as  an  example.  Here  the  superinten- 
dent receives  no  compensation  for  his  labor,  save  the  simple  per  cent,  on  annual 
distribution  to  the  different  townships,  and  perhaps  a  few  dollars  on  teachers' 
certificates,  which  will  amount  to  somewhere  between  one  and  two  hundred 
dollars.  We  have  in  this  county  over  one  hundred  school  districts.  In  order 
to  visit  €  ach  of  these  districts,  it  would  require  a  man  to  spend  about  two 
months  out  of  every  year,  to  the  neglect  of  such  other  business  as  he  may  have, 
besides  paying  for  a  team  at  the  rate  of  at  least  two  dollars  per  day.  This 
you  perceive  no  school  officer  could  afford^  with  a  moderate  income,  (  as  all 
school  officers  have.) 

The  fact  is  we  shall  never  have  a  proper  supervision,  so  essential,  I  may  say 
indespensable,  to  the  success  and  prosperity  of  schools,  until  there  is  a  refor- 
mation in  this  particular.  I  would  suggest  that  a  sufficient  compensation  be 
allowed  the  school  commissioner,  coupled  with  a  penalty  for  neglect  of  duty, 
with  a  provision  niaking  it  absolutely  obligatory  upon  him  to  visit  the  schools 
throughout^his  county.  This  I  think  would  have  a  tendency  to  exclude  persons 
who  are  incompetent  to  fill  the  office,  and  whose  hearts  do  not  beat  warm  in 
the  cause  of  education,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it  would  induce  competency, 
excite  more  interest  in  the  selection  of  proper  persons  to  fill  the  station,  and 
compel  a  performance  of  the  trust.  The  provision  of  the  law  requiring  six 
months  school,  though  objected  to  by  some  tor  the  reason  that  it  works  hard  in 
some  cases,  has,  I  think,  been  generally  found  to  work  well,  and  should  be 
stringently  enforced.  It  will  not  fail  to  be  observed  that  there  is  a  falling  off 
in  the  aiuount  received  and  paid  out  as  teachers'  wages.  This,  to  a  certain 
extent,  is  owing  to  a  delinquency  in  payment  of  taxes,  but  a\a\t\\.^  ^  1  V^^\\^n^ 
to  a  failure  on  the  part  of  diatrict  directors  to  do  l\ie\t  dvxv^  \  ^xA  ^  \'^'\xa^ 
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on  their  part,  when  mnking  their  levy,  to  make  any  allowance  for  such  delin- 
quencies as  may  occur.  Perhaps  an  increase  of  penally  would  prove  sufficient. 
As  the  matter  now  stands,  teachers  lahor  under  serious  inconvenience  in  pro- 
curing their  wages,  in  many  instances  having  to  wait  until  after  the  next  annual 
assessment  for  their  pay.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better,  where  such  is  the  case, 
to  instruct  the  directors  to  borrow  money  on  the  faith  of  the  district,  and  thus 
relieve  the  necessities  of  teachers. 

With  respect  to  the  board  of  teachers,  I  would  remark,  that  I  do  not  think 
the  plan  of  boarding  teachers  out  of  the  township  funds,  one  that  will  obviate 
the  difficulty  arising  in  that  matter,  as  well  as  other  modes  which  have  been 
sgugested.  It  answers  well  enough  so  long  as  the  fudns  last,  b  ut  when  they  are 
exhausted,  the  same  difficulty  will  be  found  to  exist  which  has  been  complained 
of.  I  think  it  yvould  probably  be  found  to  work  better  if  each  district  boarded 
its  own  teachers.  Perhaps  a  recommendation  from  an  official  source  to  that 
effect  would  prove  beneficial. 

Itl^has  been  suggested  that  the  township  trustees  be  elected,  one  each  year, 
at  the  town  elections  in  th^  spring,  which  I  cordially  approve,  for  the  reason 
that  each  one  would  then  be  compelled  to  serve  three  years,  and  their  terms  of 
office  not  all  expiring  at  the  same  time,  they  would  become  more  familiar 
with  their  duties,  where  two  of  the  board  held  over  at  each  election,  one  for 
one  year,  and  the  other  for  two  years ;  besides,  it  would  have  a  tendency  to 
excite  more  interest  in  the  election  of  these  officers,  so  important  to  the  wel- 
fare of  our  common  schools. 

There  are  some  who  think  the  old  law  preferable  to  the  new,  where  it 
authorized  the  town  board  of  trustees  to  levy  a  town  tax  for  the  support  of 
schools,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  precise  amount  belong- 
ing to  each  district.  So  far  as  the  land  is  concerned,  it  may  be  ascertained 
from  the  township  plats;  but  the  difficulty  lies  more  particularly  with  the  per- 
sonal property  lax.  They  say  further,  that  by  the  old  law,  where  the  trustees 
laid  the  tax  and  paid  off  the  teachers,  the  surplus,  after  paying  teachers,  event- 
ually proved  sufficient  for  the  support  of  schools,  withont  levying  any  tax  what- 
ever. I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  force  may  be  foimd  to  exist  in  the  objec- 
tion. 

I  find;  upon  examination  of  the  reports  of  the  township  treasurers,  on  file  in 
my  office,  that  the  answers  to  the  several  interrogatories  inclosed  in  the  printed 
blanks  are  meagre  and  unreliable,  particularly  those  relating  to  the  year  prece- 
ding the  present  school  year.  In  many  places  they  are  imperfectly  filled,  in 
others  very  inaccurately,  and  in  a  great  many  cases  not  at  all.  In  eonversation 
with  town  officers,  I  learn  that  much  of  the  statistical  matter  required  can  only 
be  obtained  through  the  medium  of  the  district  directors,  and  that  they  have 
no  way  of  compelling  directors  to  furnish  the  necessary  information  ;  besides, 
in  many  places,  the  accounts  of  town  officers  are  kept,  if  at  all,  very  loosely, 
and  the  directors  being  elected  from  year  to  year,  and'  continuing  in  office  but 
a  short  time  are  in  many  cases  absolutely  ignorant  of  what  their  predecessors 
may  have  accomplished.  I  think  the  remedy  may  be  easily  found  for  insufficient 
returns.  It  should  be  made  the  duty  of  directors  to  make  an  annual  return  to 
the  township  trustees  of  all  such  statistics  as  relate  to  or  concern  their  district, 
•of  the  kind  now  required  by  the  trustees  or  treasurer.  I  think  if  the  law 
required  the  reports  to  be  made  in  this  manner  we  should  be  more  likely  to 
get  a  good  report ;  otherwise,  under  the  present  system,  I  do  not  think  we 
shall  ever  succeed  in  receiving  correct  or  complete  reports. 

Yours  respectfully, 

V.  G.  HARBAUGH, 

School  Commi8sion$r. 
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WAYNE. 

School  Commissioner's  Office, 

October  27, 1658, 
To  THE  Hon.  W.  H.  Powell, 

Superiniendent  Public  Instruction : 

Sir — In  the  remarks  I  have  to  offer,  in  connection  with  the  accompanying 
report,  I  have  to  say  that  I  concur  in  the  opinion  that  it  would  he  impolitic  to 
attempt,  at  thi?  tune,  any  radical  change  in  the  law,  for  the  reason:  First, 
that  the  school  officers  throughout  the  county  are  just  beginning  to  understand 
their  duties  under  the  law  properly,  and  complain  of  changes  being  so  often 
made.  Second,  that  there  has  been  a  strong  feeling  of  opposition  in  this  county 
against  the  whole  system,  on  account  of  the  burthens  imposed,  which  feeling, 
however,  has,  to  a  great  extent,  subsided,  and  our  people  are  becoming  recon- 
ciled to  the  law,  and  are  willing  to  have  its  provisions  carried  out,  and  not- 
withstanding there  are  many  imperfections  in  the  workings  of  the  system  in 
this  county,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  character 
of  our  schools^  and  that  we  are  in  advance  of  what  we  were  two  years  ago ; 
and  as  our  system  seems  to  work  well  enough,  we  think  it  best  to  let  well 
enough  alone  for  the  present.  I  am  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  at  a  proper 
time  the  system  should  be  changed  for  a  judicious  township  organization,  which 
would  be  more  plain  and  simple  in  its  operations,  and  thus  more  easily  under- 
stood, as  well  as  get  rid  of  a  host  of  officers  that  now  incumber  the  system, 
which  is  really  the  great  difficulty.  I  concur  in  the  opinion  that  there  should 
be  a  supervision  of  the  schools  in  each  county,  and  that  it  was  bad  policy  in 
repealing  the  duties  of  the  commissioners,  in  this  respect ;  as  by  such  super- 
vision the  person,  if  competent,  could  do  a  ^reat  deal  towards  removing  the 
prejudices  that  exist  against  the  system  as  well  as  explain  the  law  and  duties 
of  officers,  and  ecourage  teachers,  make  such  suggestions  as  his  experience 
might  enable  him  to  do.  Owing  to  the  vague  and  imperfect  manner  of  the 
reports  of  some  of  our  officers,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  perfect  my  report ; 
but  as  we" are  improving,  in  this  respect,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  more  per- 
fect hereafter.     AH  of  which  suggestions  are  respectfully  submitted. 

Yours  with  consideration,  &c., 

E.  A.  JOHNSON, 
School  Commissioner, 


WILL. 

JoLiET,  November  5,  1858. 
Wm.  H.  Powell, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

I  herewith  send  you  as  full  reports  as  it  has  been  possible  for  me  to  obtain. 
You  will  notice  the  report  for  1858  is  very  nearly  complete,  and,  so  far  as  any- 
thing essential  is  concerned,  I  believe  entirely  so.  It  has  caused  me  mnch 
trouble  to  obtain  correct  and  transcribe  the  several  reports  from  the  township 
treasurers ;  and  many  of  them  told  me  it  was  impossible,  from  their  records,  to 
furnish  some  of  the  statistics  demanded,  especially  for  the  year  1857 « 

Suggestions  in  regard  to  the  present  school  system; 
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1.  If  the  two  mill  tax  could  be  retained  in  the  townships  where  the  same  is 
raised,  and  be  paid  over  directly  from  the  collectors  to  the  township  treasurer 
or  trustees,  tve  should  save  considerable  per  centage,  now  unnecessarily  paid  to 
officers,  and  it  is  just  that  each  township  receive  all  the  benefit  from  the  taxes, 
which  it  is  compelled  to  pay 

2.  The  present  mode  of  distribution  of  all  the  school  money,  including  state 
fund,  two  mill  tax  and  interest  on  township  funds,  among  the  districts,  accord- 
ing to  the  aggregate  of  the  schedules  presented,  works  a  manifest  injusiict^ 
especially  \n  favor  of  populous  neighborhoods,  and  against  those  more  sparsely 
settled.  Example :  one  district  may  present  a  schedule  for  a  quarter,  with  an 
average  of  40  in  attendance,  consequently  footing  up  for  an  aggregate,  2400. 
Another  district  adjoining,  with  a  larger  territory,  and  paying  more  taxes  than 
the  former  into  the  general  school  fund,  cannot  get  an  average  of  more  than 
20  pupils  in  attendance,  and  all  go  to  school,  consequently  having  only  1200 
at  the  close  of  a  quarter,  for  an  aggregate.  Now  the  latter  district  must  pav 
a  teacher  just  as  much  wages  as  the  former,  and  can  only  draw  half  as  muc^ 
from  the  public  fund;  therefore  must  tax  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  again, 
grievously,  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  while  the  former  district  has  plenty  from 
the  public  fund  to  pay  the  teacher,  and  perhaps  more  than  is  needed  for  that 
purpose.  The  disparity  between  two  adjoining  districts,  that  have  come  di- 
rectly to  ^y  notice,  is  even  greater  than  in  the  example  above  given. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  F.  ALLEN, 
School  Commissioner. 


WINNEBAGO. 


J^ovember  17,  1858. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Powell: 

Herewith  I  send  you  my  report  for  1857. 

I  would  suggest  the  following  alterations  in  the  school  law: 

1.  The  limitation  of  the  powers  of  directors  and  township  trustees. 

2.  The  distribution  of  money  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  4  and  20. 

3.  Prohibiting  directors  from  hiring  teachers  beyond  their  term  of  office. 

4.  Making  an  allowance  to  school  commissioners  for  visiting  schools,  or  abo- 
ish  the  office  and  have  township  superintendents  instead, 

5.  Add  the  proviso  in  section  44  to  section  43. 

6.  Make  it  the  duty  of  directors  to  report  yearly  to  the  township  trustees 
all  the  items  comprehended  in  the  report  to  state  superintendent,  or  all  those 
items  which  relate  to  districts. 

Directors  refused  in  many  cases  to  furnish  any  items  to  treasurer,  as  the  law 
does  not  make  it  their  duty. 

The  above  are  the  principal  amendments  to  the  present  law,  I  have  to  sug- 
gest. The  law  is  very  blind  on  many  points,  and  the  more  I  read  it  the  less  I 
know  about  it.     It  will  not  bear  more  than  one  perusal. 

The  accompanying  report  is  very  faulty,  but  is  as  near  correct  as  it  is  possi- 
ble to  get  it. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  WALDO, 
School  Commissioner. 
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WOODFORD. 

School  Commissioner's  Office, 
J^ovember  8,  185S. 
Hoir.  W.  H.  Powell, 

Superiidendent  of  Public  Instruction : 
Mt  Dear  Sir — Inclosed  I  send  you  the  annual  report  of  the  condition  of 
common  schools  in  this  county,  for  the  years  commencing  October  I,  1856,  and 
ending  October  1,  1857,  and  commencing  October  1,  1857,  ami   ending  Oct. 
1,1858. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  a  change  in  the  present  school  law  on  the  following 
points :  ^ 

1.  That  school  directors  be  elected  for  three  years,  so  classed  that  one    o^ 
oat  every  year,  and  the  election  for  directors  be  held  the  last  Saturday  in 
August,  annually,  so  as  to  give  the  new  board  time  to  employ  teachers  for 
winter  schools,   to  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  because,  as  at 
present,  the  old  directors  do  not  like  tp  hire  teachers  for  their  successors. 

2.  That  in  the  sale  of  prairie  school  lai.ds,  six  months  interest  in  advance, 
and  mortgage  on  the  same  land,  with  personal  security,  be  sufficient.  This 
change  in  the  law  will  enable  good  men  to  buy  such  school  land,  who  have  no 
real  estate  and  therefore  cannot  comply  with  the  present  law,  and  hence  some 
prairie  school  lands  remain  unsold,  which  have  been  and  are  now  in  market. 
IVairie  land  cannot  be  diminished  in  value  by  the  purchaser  as  timbered  land 
may. 

3.  That  all  school  tax  be  appropriated  to  school  purposes  in  the  lownship 
where  it  is  collected.  This  would  be  just,  and  prevent  the  clamor  we  hear 
about  school  taxes  being  collected  from  one  class  of  citizens,  and  appropriated 
to  the  benefit  of  others  in  distant  coimties. 

4.  That  the  school  commissioner  be  elected  for  four  years,  and  that  he  be 
paid  a  salary  out  of  the  county  treasury,  half  yearly  in  advance,  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  This  would  ena- 
ble him  to  assist  the  township  treasurers  to  make  their  reports  fuller  and  much 
better,  as  many  of  them  do  not  properly  understand  their  duties,  and  hence  the 
miserably  imperfect  reports  they  send  the  commissioner,  and  from  these  it  is 
impossible  for  him  to  furnish  a  correct  report  to  the  superintendent  of  public 
instruction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  HARVEY, 
School  Commusioner, 
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SCHOOL,  COLLEGE,  AND  SEMINAEY  FUND. 


STATEMENT  sAowim  the  amount  of  irdere^  on  the  Sehool,  ColUm 
and  jSeminarff  Eittid  diatrihuted  on  the  \st  of  January^  1857,  for  va 
year  1856/  the  amount  of  interest  on  tlm  School  Furul  dittrihuUd  on 
the  Ut  of  Janvary,  1858,  for  tlie  year  1857,  and-  Uu  amount  of  JSchool 

Tax  Funddiatribiitetlfor  t/ie  same  years  to  the  several  counties. 
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Stakmumd — Continned. 


V  Orders  for  1856. 

Orders  for  1867. 

Connties. 
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59,811  88 

660,000  00 

722,447  29 

60,871  25 

748,000  00 

792,871  25 

SCHOOL  TJnSD  TAX— 1856. 


A  STATEMENT  &f  tha  School  Fimd  Tace,  levied  on  ike  ameument 
tf  property  in  the  year  1856,  ekoioing  the  ag^egale  ajnount  ehoTged, 
Uie  amount  deducted  J'or  cAatements,  commistumSy  dtc.,  the  net  amount 
ooUected,  the  ammml  jpaid  to  each  county,  die. 
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267  86 
318  18 
721  11 
186  81 
807  46 
671  86 
167  49 
406  80 
787  68 
881  04 
918  87 
ti71  14 
880,76 
008  84 
684  04 
488  69 
878  S8 
080  61 
B17  98 
290  66 
068  00 
its  41 
904  66 
676  19 
967  71 
S88  80 
271  49 
419  99 
048  69 
380  99 
418  B9 
848  82 
S20  79 
827  06 
418  84 

9,860  64 
8,261  60 
4,480  04 
4,681  71 
6,178  46 
6,001  68 
7,384  SO 
4,498  40 
6,279  89 
9,809  01 

81,749  61 
B,66«  06 
3,744  66 
6,928  11 
4,728  »0 
6,6St  se 
7,440  61 
8,688  08 
4,274  68 
6,448  88 
4,484  S4 

18,677  88 

8.680  66 
6,841  76 
3,987  41 

4.681  21 
10,772  44 

2,211  47 
3,968  18 
6,388  70 
6, SSI  84 
6,188  88 
4,698  91 
6.264  66 
*,3a7  84 

10,287  19 
4,086  78 

10,736  86 
4,336  3* 
4.417  8S 

10,619  60 
7,787   14 

16,947  46 
4,341  96 

7<  47 

660  »9 

601  79 
1,068  86 
84,666  61 

1,«U94 

1,408  84 

916  U 

1,448  49 

a,ssf  M 

S,BU81 

FTnST" 

otmw:::::::;: 

416  37 

HunUton 

S,W7  81 

1,191  H 

789  80 

jSJ  ::;::::: 

8,847  U 
8.088  71 
S,S06  86 

fc:;;::;;: 

JeD»i^ 

84  SO 

>,<»  71 

8fll  76 
8,829  88 

1,486  4C 

8,710  4t 
911  41 

£aneiiM 

^79 
Statement — Continued. 


Tut»l 10fl,830  30    BO, 


,674  es 
ee«  ' 

.330  01 
on  97 

,734  38 
Sil  40 

,eM  !(> 

.202  I 


BfiT  48 
filO  BO 
1B»  5S 


lis  34 

SI7  SB 


I70S  62 

lue  ■■ 

4,9)13  81 

aa?  at 

4)2S  fie 

l,bUU  03 
S£4  78 
318  77 
877  B3 
112  74 
471  86 
«88  U 
D27  38 

sei  30 

448  78 
S32  32 

2S1  04 
430  82 


ISO  2L 

18B  23 
K67  10 
131  44 

154  00 
37*  10 
S62  34 
184  Kl 
el  6  78 
75  77 
1,115  1 
S13  t 


664  3g 

Ell  07 

esa  53 

ins  74 
84S  75 
7U7  •■ 
•Hi  20 
S31   55 

les  90 
195  at. 

leS  44 
608  51 
S2U  I 
710  ' 


167  77 
4S5  5e 

202  77 


7*6  10 
J70  41 
SOS  23 


111'- 


71 E  30 

S2S  91 

4,980  23 


s.oeo  08 

1,177  39 
1,644  72 


>,1«4  46 


SSS  92 
l,S9li  41 

6  as 

1,875  93 
"'442' 17 

i  ,6m  07 


•Tha  alDODnl  «baud,  if.  inthocnunlieiof  Loi 
Unkl  MUlament  has  lic«n  made  wUli  ilie  •uUcclorn 

of  th«  book!  ud  aoeount*  is  tlw  bnning  af  ibv  m 


iiiiid  Wnbtuh,  are  e»tiiiinl<:<]0Dlj,  ailio 
flltueccouiiliea.oiviiig  tolhi->de>tniction 
rt  hiMiMi  MLinoola  and  Ml  Cumcl. 


SCHOOL  FUND  TAX— 1857. 


A  STATEMENT  of  Ihe  Schod  Fund  Tax,  Uvuidon  the  ameaanumt  of 
property  'm  ih'- ;/■■'!■  l^-^.T,  >fhiHi->iiii  the  ug^egaU  amowU  charged,  the 
amount  ihiiurhd  fur  'ih'iteiii'nlx.  wmuvtasiona,  etc.;  the  net  amount 
cottected,  ihe  amount  paid  to  eac/i  couiHij,  etc. 

ml  11  Is 


177  SB 
ine  »e 
2i7  02 
■ili  03 
ess  34 

76  31 
27S  B 


I  <t,S11  IT 
I  S,1«0  17 
■     1,«71I 


S.SSl  £2  . 
i,9T0  19 
S.ISO  S8 


i,63a  32 
3,614  49 

3,641  42 


8,D5S  29 
1,294  BS 
S,el6  IB 

670  62 


4,478  G 
S,472  Bl 
7,463  6S 
6,712  23 
8,719  27 
6,4S2  23 
1,tSl  4 


622  3 


4  49 

146  02 
2I>0  00 
B4  16 
722  82  1 
S79  84 
233  66 
249  42 
l,n4S  78 
SBA  00   : 


7,912  4fi 
4,362  7S 
3,449  BI 
S,77S  gS 
4,767  60 
1,110  BS 
1,216  84 


r>,344  21 


1,168  6Sl.. 

96S  10  . . 

60, 270  80  . . 


9  67  17 
8  SB  4, 
i  831      7, 


4,10B  38  . 

7,783  92  . 

S,S10  80 

S,336  17  . 

!i,36B  04 

2,964  BS  . 

4,806  69  . 

7,243  SS  . 

4,987  B 

6,376  6 

4,079  48  . 

7,691  79  . 

4,494  07 

6,004,16  . 

2,110  82 

2,486  22  . 

4,448  16  . 

7,IUB  23 

7,718  04. 
I  6%  . 

6,282  71!  . 

7,042  87  . 

4,909  94  . 

1,609  07  . 

4,637   18 

2,U70  2 
146  11  . 
190  87 
H2S  46 
7B4  65  . 
928  80  . . 
.888  66  . 
,219  49 


16  78  . . 
i,7FB  is  .. 


1,490  01 

1,324  «S 

SSI  SO 


S,BS»  » 
4,SBe  15 

S,OS«  36 


96S  74  . 

s.'iii'ii . 


4M  4< 

1,7IS  4S 
8,063  10 
8,8B1  M 
448  21 
1,193  M 
8,871  SS 
a,44«  U 
3,111  91 


3,116  4C 

1,999  18 

88*  77 


S81 

StaUmaa — Continned. 


.  t4,e7S  n      tus  fis  I 


a,S02  33 
8,7?3  00 

6,ies  31 


625  Ou 

1,3B3  C 

1B4  BO 


as  05 

644  97 

428  IS 
liOllO  00 


3,4Ta  Is 

s.sai  07 

3,8S7  fil 
3,8SS  2S 


1,190  S4 
S,»Z7  OK 
B,S03  7D 
3,349  08 


420  9S 

1,102  iA    1 

lu8  26 

20H  6S 

635  9B  1 

89  54 

175  39 

143  88 


a,  747  66 
B.gSI  01 
4,B75  24 


1,092  19 
2,319  S3! 
tSI  04 
5,S2S  38 
S,447  27 
4,379  SI 
9,509  83 
4,614  37 
2,421  37 
2,1GS  69 
7,618  91 


625  31 
109  85 
838  78 
166  87 
1,S01  73 
228  7 

126  ee 

932  84 
797  S4 

D72  40 
234  72 

ni7  25 
333  59 


^836  17  ) 
,311  89 

i.fliO  771 
1,977  33  1 


4,aei  08 

1,615  3fi 
7,1S8  83 
8,601  15 


3,358  1 
S,S97  4 
7,8SO  30 
8.589  74 
S,39g  22 
4, SIS  38 
3,035  82 
1,819  88 
2,015  16 
2,783  15 
4,799  50 
3,239  II 
1,982  90 


5,085  40 
4,637  98 
4,102  73 
8,700  78 


41 
1,IS2  6 
1,349  31 
i,29S  60 
1,320  81 
1,426  40 
1,712  59 


3ns  33 

,005  18 
393  66 


i,iaf 


SS8  03 
900  58 
727  IS 


9  2o!  <a,Om  94  774,801  '.'6  743,nno  00  140.889  371108.998 


liil 


11,473  IS 


3,735  43  ., 
"'397'»4., 


4,625  73  . 
8,083  63  .. 
1,183  24  .. 


4,S36  21  . 
"i,'078*CI8  . 


433  34 

459  61 
05^  82 
976  58 

287  39 
8,858  90 

"288  85 

298  88 

2,030  63 

628  es 

644  41 

012  65 

1,083  96 
1,497  OB 

*  The  amount  of  sbnlemsriCB,  commiaai 
McLeui  and  Uacoupin,  giv«n  above,  arc  aii 
coontiMnot  luTiag  been  tiatltj  atljiutad. 
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In  vbat  year  founded.. 
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1 

1 
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■3'K  S 

s-J* 

D&te  of  utnual  conuneuce- 

1 

.5 
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tent,  WMhlofc  light,  fuel. 

I 
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S      : 
S     i 
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1 
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J 

] 

\ 

i 
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! 
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1 

i 

1 

1 
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1 
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1 

z 

1 

t 
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rll  1 
iU  i 


S  ■■  8  i  g  a 

sfii=i 
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ABSTRACTS  OF  EEPOETS  OF  TEACHERS' 


Town. 

Whi-ncom- 

4 

1 
1 

1 

:  i 

Number  of 

members. 

Funds  receind 
froni— 

Counliei. 

F 

1 

1 

1 

f 

Boreiu.... 

Oclober  S6. . 

I 

E 

fi 

6 

»M00 

IIS  00 

KB  CO 

1 

ChamptiRn 

Homer 

October  4.. 
Dec   la.... 

1 

I 

48 

SI 

4S 

19 

60  00 

14  0<^ 

15  00 

MOO 

Colea 

Ctiulefton  ... 

AprillS.... 

1 

W 

41 

41 



S8  OU 

SB  00 

DeKalb... 

Sjounore..... 

i  Oct  >nd  ) 

1 

IS 

IB 

JS 

DuP.g«... 

WhefttoD 

October  v.... 

1 

ttO 

«0 

80 

...;.. 

40  OO 

40  01) 

Edwardo. . . 

!="««"".; 

Falton . . . . 

J  ITennont  ftod 

i    Cab* 

&.-pt!O..J 
April  8..  i 

3 

14 

64 

tss 

IS  BO 

IB  00 

SO  to 

H.milfon!: 

HoUiD«bot«>. 

10 

i 

Henry  . . . . 

Od™ 

November  S. 

I 

SB 

SO 

AO 

70  00 

70  00 

Jerae;.   ... 
Jo  D«vUbb 

Jerwyville  .   . 
G«len» 

Jun«!4„.. 
Not.  15..... 

*r 

10 

IS 
10 

17 

41 

80 
dl 

MM 

aa  00 

8  60 

SSoO 
BS50 

J    Oneid.  .nd 
\     Knoxville.. 

April....  > 
Oaober. .  J 

5 

id 

fiO 

100 

I,«ke 



L4  a^lle. . . 

6lliw» 

Apiil 

I 

1 

3S 

21 

69 

SO  00 

luoj 

ag  DO 
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INSTITUTES,  hdd  during  the  year  ending  October,  1858. 


Name  of  Princip&l. 

Names  of  Public  Lecturers. 

C.  A.  Allen 

(J.  F.  Ebcrhart.  Rev.   Charles  Tyler,  Pi  of.  McElroy,  J.  S.  Ecklesy 
J      M.   Tabor,  W.   J.  K.  Parker,    Dr.    D.  Lewis   and   Dr.    M.  B. 

(     Ldzarud. 

a  Wright 

C.  B.  Denio,  Dr.  Cockran,  C.  B.  Smith,  S.  Wright 

T.  R.  Leal 

L.  M.  Cutcheon,  A.  W.  Freeman,  W.  D.  Gunnicg. 

S.  Wright,  Prof.  N.  Bateman,  Hon.  S.   W.  Moalton,  Prof  Ricbarda 

S.  Wright 

•    *«a«**«a**aa*A*Aaa*A*a**    ■    •    mm    •*    ••*«    »*«■•*«*•■•«    ■•     *•    mm^^^^^m^ 

S.  Wright 

S.  Wright,  J.  B.  Merwin,  Dr.  L.  M.  Cutcheon. 

J.  B.  Cusaett  and ) 

*^  ^  ^       ^ 

W.  H.  HftAkell 

W.  H.  Haskell,  S.  Wright,  J.  S.  Tartar,  C.  £.  Fahnestock. 

• 

L.  Rathbone 

H.  Taber 

John  J.  Bennett,  Rev.  C.  M.  Tyler,  D.  Winter,  S.  Wright,  M.  Tabor* 

»&•■*•«••••■••■•»■«• 

•&••       •••••■••••••••■ 

&  Wright..* 

4  4 

H.  H.  Howard,  J.  8.  Edward?,  Sprague  White,  Wm.  P.  Terry. 
T.  H.  Robinson,  Rev.  Boring  S.  Wright,  C.  B.  Denio. 

-      L.      i      ....      m^M^m»m^k.^mm^mmm.^mm.m^mm^^mm.mmmm^^mmm.^m^mm.^mmmmk      m.kmm.m.^m.m 

If  r.  Sanford 

Rev.  Dr.  Bcecher. 

I.  Stone,  jr 

J.  F.  Ebeihart,  Churchill  Coffinf^. 

Si 

NumlHir  of 
memberB. 

Fondg  received 

from— 

Coonties. 

Town. 

Wlicn  com- 
menOKd. 

1 

ij 

f 

f 

i 

r 

■5 

f 

f 

. 

Lm 

LiTmggton. 

Lee  Centre... 
(Pomiac....) 
JDwighu...} 

October  2fl. 
October..., 

1 

1 

1 

s 

Bl 
IS 

it 
i 

IB 

tss  w 

tSSOD 

McDono'gU 

McK:: 

Bloomiogtcn. ,    Apiil  S 

1 

« 

40 

«« 

10« 

S9  OU 

»  IK) 

Carl'lnvLlie  i       U.lobir. . 'l 

I 

40 

IB  00 
31  00 

UmUmd... 

Edw.r(l»»illB 
mnd  Alton. 

Oi^cober  1 1 
April  16,./ 

30 

la 

SI  00 

Henry 

October  4.. 

1 

« 

23 

as 

48 

Atodo 

SepLmb'r} 

' 

[ 

Mon.gomrj 

JocksonTiUB. .     AagueC  14. . 

2dj. 

4 

18 

i« 

»i 

ao  00 

Peom*.. 

J  FrinccTiile  &  [  April's...  ) 

s 

1 

4a 

ii 

131 

100  00 

pi.tt::::: 

PLke 

Perrj 

ii»j  n  . . . . 

1 

1 

18 

ss 

4S 

3ft  OO 

89  00 

20 
30 

12 
13 

SS 
Si 

so 

Puto«ni.... 
Randolph  . 

J  Hennepin  and 
i     Florid.... 
Sp"ta 

Septemh'rl 

i 

1« 
10 

80  00 
30  00 

80  00 

SO  00 

WilllamBYille  . 
RuBhvilie 

November.. 

1 
1 

.... 

^ 

S 

la 

ttfi 
it 

Schuyler . . 

ai  00 

SI  00 

surk^:::: 

Btephenson 

fFrecport  iind 
\     Cdarville. 
Fremont 

Oct.   !3..| 
April  6,.. f 
AugueiaS.. 

;i;::: 

SB 

40 

40      80 

so  00 

17  00 

61  00 

Vermilion-. 

Danville 

Sept.  li.... 

iodsj     4 

la  1  14      29 

39  00 

39  00 

Wtma  . . . 

i  Rosevillo. . . . 
I     Uonmoutb. 

April....! 

a«p* i 

. 

* 

iS 

30 

.. 

so  00 

4S  00 

1H» 
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Oontmned. 


Name  of  Principal 

Name  of  Pablio  Lecturers. 

J.  A.  Hawley 

C.  C.  Hoaeland 

J.  Monroe,  Rev  Wm.  McKaig,  Prof.  J.  F.  £berhart 

E.  R.Roe.  J.  F.  Eberhart,  C.  E.  Hovey 

Williama. 

Richard  Edwards,  a  Wright 

Pro£  Edwards,  W.  C.  Flagg,  G.  L.  Kellenbergor,  N.  N.  Wood,  D.  D. 

H.  B.  Goff 

G.  B.  McElroy,  S.  Wright,  Rev.  Wynn,  L  Stone,  P.  S.  Pearley. 

S.  Wright 

S.  Wright,  Rev.  Bigger,  Mr.  Reed. 

• 

K.  Bateman 

Prof.  Sanders,  J.  H.  Blodgett,  S.  Willard,  N.  Bateman,  Preset  Russell. 

a  Wriglit 

S.  Wright,  W.  A.  Chamberlin. 

S.  Wright 

Messrs.  S.  Wright,  McCartney,  McVoy,  Morfbrd  and  E.  B.  Watkins 
J.  F.  Eberhart,  E.  L.  Stone,  B.  C.  Tabor,  Chaa.  Cross. 

Rey.  Chaa.  Cross 

F.  Sprinsrer 

F.  Springer. 

S.  Wright,  L.  E.  Wishard,  C.  H.  Smith. 

S.  Wright 

I  Henry  Freemao..) 
Lemuel  Allen 

Prof  Emerson,  C.  E.  Hovey,  S.  Wright,  H.  Freeman,  J.  B.  Merwin. 
S.  Wright,  J.  B.  Merwin,  M.M.  Eaton. 

F.H.  Tracy 

D.  R.  Stsvens,  S.  Wright,  P.  E.  Read,  G.  W.  Baeheldor. 

Town. 

When  oom. 

■  2. 

Number  of 
memben. 

Fuoda  ncelred 
from— 

CoidUm. 

1 

t 

f 

1 

f 

Whiteside,   i  !:i-?pl"^'!.'«""' 

1 

a 

8 

2E 

S5 

TO 

V;..hmgt'n 

1  Rockton  .nd 
JChe.ry  Vdl«, 

Uctoher..) 
April....  1 
Stfpteiiilwr  . 

1 

10  'IBO 

100 

sso 

aoo  00 

mo. 
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Name  of  Prinoipd. 

Name  of  Lecturers. 

George  Sherwood.... 

5  Geo.  Sherwood,  E.  P.  Scott,  W.  W.  DaTis,  J.  W.  Shannon,  G.  G. 
I     Alvord,  C.  B.  Campbell,  Dr.  Porter. 

••••••••.•••••••••••.••••.•.•••■•.••••....••••• A. .•.••••••• 

mram  H.  Waldo 

5  H.  H.  Waldo,  G.  G.  Lyon,  0.  0.  Blackmer,  Seeley  Perry,  a  H. 
i     Jones,  G.  D.  Hicks,  H.  Freeman,  J.  B.  Kerr,  Rev.  S.  G.  Selden. 
Rev.  0  A.  Burgess,  G.  S.  Bailej. 

— J8 


IlXraOIS  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  IIBEAEIES. 


It  Wuh[ngtDn,4TS(). 


XUDfl  Hiitoi7  Unlli'i)  ItULM. 


XlUott'l  WHtim  tinit  Book. 
Arctic  UtciXuri. 
Jobutan'i  LsclurH  on  Airleall 


mj  ChUdbood. 


thulc'i  T( 
OrtowoU'i  1N)«U  ■n.l  Pomti  of  Amcrla. 

XlP<al(k>'i  Kotb'B.ar  KuMrn  TnTeli. 
Bl«ckinll>a  Pbiilul  KduulloD  of  Olrb. 
~  "   "   ~Ulllj1fitch>i>  UKden.r. 

,B.  KloviT  Uvdtn  Dlncloly. 
ikk  Ilenrj. 
Adloblaiiniphy  whI  Worki. 


^  ruillTlfi 
mn'i  PMrkk  Il< 


Irrli 


■  AiDcriun  Cslll*  Ihxlor. 

•■l  Jur  Ki 

.'•  Rural  H 


-DaoA.  lUditntod,  eomplflU. 


Allra  00  llif  Cultnn  uf  tb 
Si  Te«-i  Buuk  r,r  N»tan.. 
Altmf  Rani  ArchitHtnrr. 

VIcwot  WnkiBt'ld, 


Vh4'i  HUtorj  gr  III  I  noil. 
BnnnM'i  field  Book  of  HumrM. 
Itewoclh'i  Slnrlsi  for  CliildnD. 
^n'l  Anerlao  ITarn-Bouk. 
Bwtai  ymmllj  RoblnKin. 
iBpkiHDliigr  the  l^nn. 
Baann'*  Plliciiin'i  Piukhm. 
Oalnbj')  Uji»rlr>g  of  B»-K«(plD|. 
BnwB*^  Amvrican  IMulttj  XuA. 
Una'*  Und  Dntn-r. 
mtbM'  LltS  or  CfatTioilom. 
Bvtenlil'i  1 


[d  Tijl' 


™c 
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JCmmIvI  HIM017  of  b(lad,  4  Kte. 


LIBBABY    No.    S. 

IrvlnK'i  LIfta  bid  Tajftgu  of  OolanAa^  S ' 
Lockhut'i  NipoUoD, 

Kdgivnrtli'i  rnuk. 

"  Etrty  uid  Lncj. 

BtrrVi  rmll  OnrJiD. 

\^m  >nd  MirtlD  on  Ottlc. 
Edgtwonh'i  BoHmoud,  2  tdIi. 
BauHlDg»alt*i  Kuribl  Kcoiionij. 
Bajiard  TijIdt^  Indl^,  Cbiuind  Japan. 


Ljdia  V.  Child'!  Womao  Id  all  A(m,  3  Tola. 
Vlllai  aad  Farm  CbtUflH. 
American  Fanner**  BocjclopBdla. 


Read'!  Chrlelle  Jahnalone. 
Knmtlln'i  Tine  Drwer't  U 
SlrawtnTTj. 


Cooiwr'i  8pT. 
Alltn'.  1 


Cnoll'l  Vo™™. 

Olcott'e  Bortnoand  ImphH,  with  LoTerln^aFneia> 

E..lwood  on  th.  Ctanberrj. 

Dickeni-  Chtld'e  HKIorj  of  England,  1  Ti^ 

Nell"  Fnilt,  Flower  and  Kitchen  OardeBat^ClB- 
Auduban.  tbe  Katurallit. 


aibboD'i  I>K:llne  and 


i>aU  of  tb 
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rloB  Irring't  Mahomet  and  Snceaawii,  S  toIi. 

imUaDt,  2  Toll. 

■  Bigtarr  ot  Morgan  HoriM. 

art  Xzpiorationi  in  South  Africa. 

^d^  Own  Book. 

•na  Sakl'0  Deaert  Home. 

"  «*     Boy  Honters. 

jte'Irvlng's  Sketch  Book. 

njlor'a  Sonroea  of  the  Mile. 


ttd^  Storiea  f)ron  Sniifliah  Hlatorj. 
Mlaa  4rom  Ancient  Hiatorr. 
nvela  in  Tlwtary  and  Thibet. 
iPfiot. 


''eterinariin. 
m  Foetieal  Worka. 
Hotwajr  and  Sweden. 

Ipndlar'i  Women  of  Israel,  2  toIs.     [Mexico. 
I  11  Dorado;  or,  TraTeli  in  California  and 
Lifc  of  Qeneral  Israel  Putnam. 
Mndplee  of  Geology, 
iaatomy  and  Phrsiolc^y  of  the  Horse. 
i0B*s  Locke  Arosden. 

Scott's  Poetical  Works.  [Oeology. 

0*8  Elements  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and 
d  and  Merton. 
Indent  History,  4  toIs. 
f  Christmas  Stories, 
lae'a  History  of  Turkey,  8  toIs. 
Pioaeer  Women  of  the  Weet. 
iable;  Stories  fh>m  Ancient  Mythology. 
icj*9  Confessions  of  an  Opium  Eater. 
I  tilli  of  Lafiiyette. 
IS*  Book  of  the  Varm. 
tt's  Complete  Grape  Grower's  Guide. 
k  Miscellanies. 
for  a  Blow. 
[*s  Domestic  Tales. 
Idt's  Yiews  of  Nature, 
s  Undine  and  Bintram. 
isht  Complete  History  of  Germany. 
Ii's  Lives. 

hy  of  Good  Wires, 
rand  Fishing. 
Zenobla. 
s  Ninereb. 
ine's  Russia. 


LIBBABT,    N        4. 

Bnrarimm's  lAwm  ot  Snglish  Statea men,  2  toIs. 

Bush's  Queens  of  Prance,  2  toIs. 

Irring's  Bocky  Mountains. 

Touatt  on  the  Horse. 

Thompson's  Green>Mountain  Boys. 

Addison's  Sir  Bogtr  de  Oeverley. 

Saze's  Humorous  and  Satirical  Poems. 

Holmes'       u  u  u 

Irring's  Conouest  of  Florida; 

Bridgeman's  Vonnir  Gardener's  Assistant. 

Arnold's  History  of  Rome. 

Olmsted's  Texas. 

Scott's  Tftles  firom  Scottish  History. 

Randall's  Sheep  Husbandry. 

The  Caxtons :  A  Family  Pi^ure. 

Life  of  John  Halilkx,  or  English  Home  Life. 

Man-ofWarLifc. 

Merchant  Yeeeel. 

Bartlett's  Lady  Jane  Grey. 

Burton's  Mecofth. 

Garland's  Life  of  John  Randolph. 

Henry  YIII.  and  his  Six  Wires. 

Woodworth's  American  Miscellany  of  Entertaining 

Knowledge,  6  toIs. 
Bartlett's  Joan  of  Arc. 
Hildreth's  Life  of  Tlumias  Jefferion. 
Hume's  History  of  England,  0  vols. 
Sidney  Smith's  Works. 
Macaulay's  Essaars. 
Jefflrey's  Miscellanies. 
Thiers'  French  Revolution. 
Guisof  s  HUtory  of  Cirilisation. 
GUliss'  Hlstorr  of  Greece. 
Cooper's  Maral  Histonr  of  the  United  States. 
Sedgwick's  Rich  and  Poor  Man. 
Curtis'  Potiphar  Papers. 
Hewitt's  Adrentures  in  Australia. 
Stockhardf s  Chemical  field  Lectures. 
Miner's  Bee  Keeper's  Manual. 
Cole's  American  Fruit  Book. 
Leuchar's  Hot  Houses  and  Green  Houses. 
Youatt  on  the  Hog. 
Dixon  and  Kerr's  Poultry  House. 
Schenck's  Gardener's  Text  Book. 
Smith's  Landscape  Gardening.  . 
Waring's  Elements  of  Agriculturs. 
Cobbett's  American  Gardener. 
Herbert's  Hints  to  Horse  Keepers. 


DUTIES    OF    THE    LIBRARIAN. 

Fill  up  the  ticket  on  the  inside  of  the  cover  of  each  Tolnme,  as  the  Directors  may  instruct. 

Whenever  any  book  is  borrowed,  before  it  is  taken  away,  make  a  complete  entry  in  this  Registar. 

Whenever  any  book  is  returned,  notice  how  long  it  has  been  out,  and  whether  it  has  been  ii^ured, 

:e  the  proper  entries  on  the  Register. 

Whenever  a  flue  has  been  incurred  for  violatioii  of  the  rules,  (see  tiokat  in  eaoh  volume,)  collect  tiM 

ITS  loaning  another  book  to  the  same  person. 

Once  a  month,  compare  the  volumes  in  the  Library  with  the  Catalogue  and  Register,  and  notitj 

rs,  whose  time  has  expired,  to  return  the  books  in  their  hands. 

Report,  to  the  Annual  District  Meeting  for  the  Election  of  Directoss.  the  number  and  condition  of 

n  hand  when  you  took  charge  of  the  Library,  the  number  of  volumes  borrowed  during  the  year,  and 

iber  and  condition  of  the  books  at  date  of  report;  also,  the  number  and  names  of  volumes  lost  or 

d,  and  the  amount  of  fines  due  and  collected. 

Any  **  inhabitant  of  the  District"  may  borrow  any  vdwnt  fhmi  Iht  library,  iulject  to  the  mlea 

id  by  the  Directors. 
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CUMBERLAND  COUOTT. 


The  following  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  Cumber- 
land county  came  too  late  for  insertion  in  its  proper  place.  It  is  due  to 
the  commissioner  of  that  county  to  state,  that  its  want  of  completeness 
results  from  his  never  having  received  the  blanks  issued  by  this  de- 
partment to  the  school  officers.  The  statement,  though  decidedly  mea- 
gre, is  inserted  here  to  complete  the  returns  from  the  whole  one  hun- 
dred counties. 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

SiK — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  tlie  condition  of  common  schools  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland  and  state  of  Illinois,  commencing  October, 
1856,  and  ending  October,  1868. 


Whole  number  of  schools  taught 

No.  of  schools  taught  by  males  and  females  at  different  times. . . . 

Whole  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  at  schools 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers 

The  highest  monthly  compensation  paid  male  teachers 

The  lowest  monthly  compensation  paid  male  teachers 

The  lowest  monthly  compensation  paid  female  teachers 

The  highest  monthly  compensation  paid  female  teachers 

The  average  monthly  compensation  paid  male  teachers 

Schools  taught  by  males  and  females  at  same  time 

Number  of  white  persons  under  21  years  old 

Amount  of  township  and  county  fund 

Amount  of  the  interest  of  the  state  or  common  school  fund 

Interest  of  the  township  and  county  fund  annually  paid  out 

Amount  raised  by  ad  valorem  tax,  about 

Whole  amount  annually  expended  for  schools. 

Number  of  school  houses :  brick  1,  frame  16,  log  40 ;  in  all 

Number  of  townships  and  parts  of  townships. 

Amount  of  money  received  on  fines 

Whole  townships  in  county 

Fractional  townships  in  county 


•^6 

42 

2,860 

60 

80 

$40  00 

10  00 

9  75 

26  00 

20  00 

1 


118,231  79 

273  00 

10,820  00 

650  00 

6,639  81 

66 

16 

$100  00 

7 

8 


1857-8 


78 

48 

8,820 

6S 

89 

f4O00 

10  00 

10  00 

80  00 

25  to 

1 

4.179 

|13»281  'i9 

278  00 

'1,00000 


160  00 


H.  B.  DECIUS^ 

School  Coni7ms8toner. 
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CHICAGO  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


The  following  elaborate  and  interesting  report  of  the  liistory  and  con- 
dition of  the  Chicago  Public  Schools,  was  prepared,  at  the  request  of 
the  Superintendent,  by  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Dupee,  the  accomplished  prin- 
dpal  of  the  High  School,  but  came  to  hand  too  late  for  insertion  with 
the  report  from  Cook  county,  which  would  have  been  its  proper  place: 


THE   PUBLIO    SCHOOLS   OF   CHICAGO. 


In  1834  came  into  existence  the  first  public  school  of  Chicago.  The 
school  section  of  the  township  in  which  the  embryo  city  was  struggling 
into  existence,  had  been  mostly  sold  the  preceding  year,  and  from  the 
fund  thus  created,  an  appropriation  was  made  to  a  school  taught  by 
Miss  Eliza  Chappel,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  on  the  west  side  of 
Clark  street,  between  Lake  and  Randolph. 

To  this.  No.  1,  of  Chicago  schools,  came  a  considerable  number  from 
other  townships;  one  object  of  the  school  at  that  time  being  to  train  up 
teachers  for  common  schools  in  the  new  settlements.  There  was  also 
Eui  infant  department  occupying  the  same  room  in  the  church,  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  department  by  a  ciui^n. 

Miss  Chappel,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Porter,  of 
Chicago,  resigned  her  charge  in  1835,  and  the  school  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Miss  Ruth  Leavenworth.  In  1834,  also,  the  school  taught  in 
the  First  Baptist  church,  on  South  Water  street,  near  Franklin,  by  Mr. 
G.  T.  Sproat,  became  a  public  school.  This  school  had  been  opened  the 
preceding  year  by  Mr.  Sproat,  a  Boston  man,  as  an  English  ana  classical 
school  for  Doys.  In  1834  was  constructed  the  first  house  built  for  a 
school  in  Chicago.  It  was  erected  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  just 
east  of  Clark  street,  by  the  Uberality  of  Cols.  Hamilton  and  Owen. 
Mr.  John  Watkins  was  employed  to  teach  in  this  building;  and  this,  also, 
became  a  pubUc  school  in  1835.  Miss  Leavenworth's  school  received 
much  sympathy  and  aid  from  John  S.  Wright,  esq.,  who  built  a  house 
for  its  use  at  his  own  expense.  In  1836  this  school  was  discontinued, 
and  Miss  Frances  L.  Willard  opened  in  the  same  place  a  school  for 
the  instruction  of  young  ladies  in  the  higher  branches  of  education. 
She  was  succeeded  oy  ICss  Louisa  Giffbrd,  now  Mrs.  Dr.  Dyer,  and 
the  school  again  became  a  public  one.  In  the  winter  of  1834-5,  Mr. 
George  Davis  had  a  school  over  a  store  on  Lake  street,  between  Dear- 
bom  and  Clark ;  and  in  1835  the  same  gentleman  taught  a  public  school 
in  the  Presbyterian  church,  on  Clark  street.  Owing  to  the  want  of 
records  it  is  aifficult  to  speak  definitely  of  the  distinction  between  public 
and  private  schools  at  this  period.  It  is  known,  however,  that  in  1835 
the  whole  number  of  schools  in  the  town,  including  both  public  and 
private,  was  seven.    In  the  same  year,  an  act  ^aa  ^«ob»«>^^  Vj  NX\a  V.^^^ 
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ture  of  tlie  state  in  relation  to  schools  in  township  thirty-nine  north, 
and  range  fourteen  east,  which  contained  the  following  provisions : 

1.  The  legal  Totera  of  the  town  were  to  elect  annually,  on  the  fint  Mondaj  in  Jnne,  ''•ither  fife 
or  seven  peraons,  to  be  school  inspectors." 

2.  The  inspectors  were  to  recommend  to  the  coontj  commissioners  to  lay  off  and  diride  the 
township  into  school  districts ;  and  the  commissioners  were  required  to  laj  oS,  diride  Mid  altar  the 
districts,  as  the  school  inspectors  might  from  time  to  time  recommend. 

8.  The  inspectors  were  to  examine  teachers,  visit  the  schools,  preseribe  text  booka,  ete. 

4.  "The  legal  voters  in  each  school  district,  shall  annually  elect  three  persons  to  be  Uustoss  of 
common  schools,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  employ  qualified  and  suitable  teaohera ;  to  aea  that  the 
schools  are/ree,  and  that  all  white  children  in  the  district  hare  an  opportunity  of  attending  them, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  inspectors  may  make;  to  take  charge  of  the  sehool  honeea,  and  all 
the  school  property  belonging  to  the  district,  and  to  manage  the  whole  financial  eonoeiraa  theteot 
The  said  trustees  shall  annuiSly  levy  and  collect  a  tax  sufficient  to  defray  the  neeenary  expeose 
of  fuel,  rent  of  school  room,  and  furniture  for  the  same ;  and  they  shall  levy  and  ooUeet  snoh  ad- 
ditional taxes  as  a  majority  of  the  legal  yoters  of  the  district,  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose^ 
shall  direct :  Provided,  That  such  additional  taxes  shall  nerer  exceed  one-half  of  one  per  eent 
per  annum  upon  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  district;  all  of  which  taxes  the  said  trosteet  shaQ 
have  full  power  to  Mseaa  and  coUect" 

In  November,  of  the  same  vear,  the  town  of  Chicago  was  divided  in- 
to four  school  districts.  District  No.  1,  was  in  the  North  division  of  the 
city,  and  the  designation  of  the  other  districts  was  entirely  different 
from  that  which  has  since  been  adopted.  In  1836,  and  until  March, 
1837,  Mr.  John  Brown  taught  a  private  school  in  the  North  division, 
near  the  comer  of  Dearborn  and  W  olcott  streets.  In  March,  1837,  Mr. 
Edward  Murphy  opened  a  private  school  in  the  same  building.  This 
building  was  afterwards  rented  by  the  trustees  of  the  district,  and  Mr. 
Murphy  was  employed  to  teach  a  pubUc  school,  from  August,  1637,  to 
November,  1838.    His  salary  was  $800  per  annum. 

In  March,  1837,  Chicago  became  a  city.  By  the  conditions  of  the 
charter,  the  common  council  were  made  commissioners  of  schools  for 
the  city.  They  were  to  appoint,  annually,  not  less  than  five  nor  more 
than  twelve  school  inspectors.  The  legal  voters  of  each  school  district 
were  to  meet  annually  and  elect  three  trustees  of  common  schools,  as 
before.  The  first  board  of  inspectors,  after  the  incorporation  of  the  dty, 
was  elected  May  12th,  1837.  It  consisted  of  the  following  members: 
Thomas  Wright,  N.  H.  BoUes,  John  Gage,  T.  R  Hubbard,  L  T.  Hin- 
ton,  Francis  reyton,  G.  W.  Chadwick,  B.  Huntoon,  R.  J.  Hamilton, 
W.  H.  Brown. 

In  1838,  the  nublic  schools  were  taught  by  Messrs.  McCleUen,^  Mur- 
phy, Bennett,  Collins,  Bailey,  Calvin  DeWoIf  and  Thomas  Hoyne.  In 
1839,  a  special  act  was  passed  by  the  legislature,  in  relation  to  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Chicago,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  our  present  school 
r'  3m.  By  this  act  the  school  fund  of  Chicago  was  transferred  from  the 
ge  of  the  school  commissioner  of  the  county,  and  placed  entirely  un- 
der the  control  of  the  common  council  of  the  city.  The  council  were 
also  empowered  to  raise  money  by  taxation  for  the  support  of  schools, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  inadequacy  of  the  rand  for  the  sup- 
port of  teachers.  It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  council  to  appoint  seven 
school  inspectors  for  the  city,  and  three  trustees  for  each  scdiool  district 

The  first  board  of  school  inspectors,  under  the  new  organization,  con- 
sisted of  the  following  members :  WiUiam  Jones,  J.  Young  Scammon, 
Isaac  N.  Arnold,  Nathan  H.  Bowels,  John  Gray,  J.  H-  &ott,  Hiram 
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Hiignimin.  The  first  meeting  of  this  board  was  held  in  November, 
1840,  and  Wm.  Jones  was  elected  chairman. 

It  is  at  this  date  that  the  written  records  of  the  public  schools  com- 
mence. Chicago  at  this  time  had  a  population  of  only  four  thousand 
eight  hundreil,  and  its  public  schools  were  taught  by  four  male  teachers. 
Two  of  these  were  employed  in  the  South  division ;  the  North  division 
had  one,  the  West  one.  The  salarv  paid  to  each  of  these  teachers  was 
$83  33  a  month.  From  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  board  of  in- 
spectors in  April,  184:1,  it  appears  that  the  schools  were  kept  five  days 
and  a  half,  a  week,  with  ^^a  recess  of  a  few  minutes"  each  half  day ;  and 
the  amount  of  vacation  allowed  in  a  year,  was  four  weeks. 

In  1844,  the  first  public  school  house  was  erected,  on  Madison  street, 
between  Dearborn  and  State.  The  population  of  Chicago  continuing 
to  increase  with  unexampled  rapidity,  other  large  buildings  were  erectea 
from  time  to  time.  The  city  charter  allowed  an  annual  tax  of  two  miDs 
to  be  levied  for  school  purposes,  but  it  has  ever  been  found  very  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  from  the  resources  of  this  fund,  to  provide  ac- 
commodations for  all  who  would  attend  the  public  schools. 

In  January,  1846,  there  were  three  male  teachers  and  six  female 
teachers;  in  1850,  four  male  teachers  and  twenty  female  teachers. 
Chicago  had.  at  this  time,  about  thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  In  De- 
cember, of  the  same  year,  the  common  council  passed  an  ordinance 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  teachers  of  the  pubUc  schools  to  meet  on 
Satur&ys,  and  hold  a  Teachers'  Institute,  under  the  direction  of  the 
school  inspectors,  and,  by  a  rule  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  the  teachers 
were  required  to  meet  on  the  first,  second  and  third  Saturdays  in  eadi 
month,  and  remain  in  session  not  less  than  two  hours  at  each  session. 
In  1852,  the  number  of  meetings  was  reduced  to  two  per  month,  and 
in  1856,  to  one,  commencing  at  9  A.  M.  and  continuing  till  12,  with  a 
recess  of  fifteen  minutes. 

After  the  reorganization  of  the  school,  in  1840,  various  improve- 
ments were  from  time  to  time  introduced,  but  the  general  system  re- 
mained substantially  the  same  till  the  office  of  superintendent  was  crea- 
ted, in  1854.  In  the  same  year,  the  office  of  trustees  oi  the  several 
school  districts  was  abolished,  and  the  employment  of  teachers  and  the 
charge  of  the  school  property  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  board  of 
inspectors. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  ordinance  prescribing  the  duties  of  the 
superintendent: 

Sbctiov.  1.  The  siiperintexident  of  public  schools  shall  act  under  the  advice  and  direction  of 
the  board  of  eduoation,  and  shall  hare  the  superintendence  of  all  the  public  schools,  school 
lioiiies,  books  and  apparatus :  Provided,  howetfer,  That  repairs  and  improTements  to  the  school 
bovises  and  estates,  and  the  ftimishing  of  fuel,  water,  and  school  furniture,  may  be  done  under 
tlM  direction  of  the  ''city  superintendent,"  He  shall  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  duties  of 
his  office.  He  shall  keep  regular  office  hours,  other  than  school  hours,  at  a  place  to  be  provided 
Ibr  that  purpose,  which  place  shall  be  the  general  depository  of  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
bottrd  of  education,  and  at  which  the  bou4  shall  hold  its  meetings.  He  shall  acquaint  himself 
with  whatever  principles  and  facts  may  concern  the  interests  of  popular  education,  and  with  all 
natters  pertaining  in  any  way  to  the  organisation,  discipline  and  instruction  of  public  schools,  to 
tba  end  that  all  the  children  in  this  city,  who  are  instructed  at  the  public  schools,  may  obtain  the 
best  education  which  these  schools  are  able  to  impart 

Sic.  2.  He  shall  visit  all  the  schools  as  often  as  his  duties  will  pennit»  and  shall  pay  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  classification  of  the  pupils  in  the  several  schools,  and  to  the  apportionment 
anoog  the  several  classes  of  the  prsseribefd  studies.  In  passing  daily  from  lehool  to  school,  ha 
shall  endeavor  to  transfer  improvements  and  to  remedy  defects. 
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Sio.  S.  He  •hftll  attend  all  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  ednoation,  and  aet  af  aeeratafy  thneot 
He  ihall  keep  the  board  of  education  constantly  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  pnblio  sohodiy 
and  the  changes  required  in  the  same.  He  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  his  proceedings  at  all  times 
open  te  the  board  of  education.  A  general  report  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  shall  be 
prepared  hj  him,  at  the  close  of  each  school  year,  for  publication.  He  shall,  mereoyer,  report  to 
the  board  of  education,  from  time  to  time,  such  by-laws  and  regulations  for  the  goTemment,  dis- 
cipline and  management  of  the  public  schools  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  and  the  tama  may  he 
adopted  by  the  board ;  and  shall  also  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  board  of  edneation  shaQ 
from  time  to  time  direct 

Ssc.  4.  The  superintendent  shall  carefully  obserre  the  teaching  and  disoiplina  of  all  the 
teachers  employed  in  the  public  schools,  and  shall  report  to  the  board  wheneyer  he  shall  find  a^y 
teacher  deficient  or  incompetent  in  the  di£«barge  of  his  or  her  dntiea. 

It  appears  from  the  ordinance  that  there  was  a  want  of  system,  and 
conseqnentlj  a  want  of  progress  in  the  schools  at  this  time,  and  that 
the  labor  of  thoroughly  examining  the  schools,  and  properly  dassiijing 
the  pupils  according  to  age  and  attainments,  and  selecting  appropriate 
studies  for  the  classes  was  too  great  to  expect  of  the  board  of  school 
inspectors.  In  some  schools,  at  this  time,  me  want  of  system  and  pro- 
per classification  was  so  great  that  the  same  pupils  attenaed  one  depart- 
ment in  the  forenoon,  and  the  other  in  the  afternoon.  No  class-books, 
or  general  registers  of  admissions  and  discharges  of  pupils  were  kept, 
ana  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  tell  what  pupus  did  or  did  not  belong 
to  the  schools  at  any  given  time,  except  by  their  presence.  The  classi- 
fication was  so  imperfect,  in  the  primary  department  in  particular,  that 
in  consequence  of  pupils  reciting  in  very  small  divisions  in  the  recita- 
tion room,  and  there  being  no  more  than  one  division  in  those  rooms  at 
the  same  time,  about  as  much  time  was  consumed  in  going  to  and  from 
the  recitation  rooms  as  in  teaching.  The  principals  of  the  primary 
departments,  without  exception,  did  but  little,  except  to  govern  the 
pupils  in  the  large  rooms.  And  there  having  been  no  proper  classifica- 
tion, and  consequent  division  of  labor,  no  indi\ddual  responsibility  was 
felt.  As  neither  examination  nor  age  was  requisite  to  promotion  from 
one  department  to  the  other,  promotions  were  made  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  principals  of  the  primary  departments.  There  was  a  great  want  of 
uniformity  in  the  systems  of  teaching  and  discipline  adopted  in  the 
various  schools.  Such  was  the  condition  of  the  public  scnools,  then 
numbering  only  six  or  seven,  with  an  average  attendance  of  a  little 
more  than  two  thousand  pupils,  when  John  C.  Dore,  in  May,  1854, 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  superintendent.  The  selection  was  a  most 
fortunate  one  for  the  schools  of  the  city.  Mr.  Dore  comprehended  the 
nature  of  the  evils  to  be  remedied,  and  saw  the  best  means  of  removing 
them.  The  board  of  inspectors  and  the  common  council  of  the  di^ 
were  always  found  ready  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  likely  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  schools.  It  was  from  no  want  of  interest  upon  the 
part  of  the  board  or  of  the  citizens  that  so  many  defects  existed  in  the 
school  organization.  But  the  schools  had  become  so  numerous  that  the 
oontinuea  oversight  of  some  person  experienced  in  educational  matters 
was  neccessary  to  give  them  that  system  and  unity  and  vigor  of  which 
they  stood  so  much  in  need.  By  personal  visitation  and  examination 
Mr.  Dore  classified  the  pupils  in  the  various  schools,  and  apportioned 
the  classes  among  the  several  teachers,  so  as  to  secure  a  proper  division 
of  labor  and  individual  responsibilitv.  Promotion  was  made  to  depend 
upon  the  qualifications  of  the  pupils,  as  determined  by  examination. 
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The  teachers  were  provided  with  class  books,  and  required  to  register 
the  names  of  their  pupils,  and  to  keep  an  accurate  account  of  their  daily 
and  avemge  attendance,  of  their  recitations  and  conduct.  These  books 
were  to  be  always  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  board  of  education, 
and  of  the  parents  of  the  pupils.  All  the  schools  were  graded  and 
dassified  in  the  same  manner.  The  coimcil,  during  the  first  season  of 
Mr.  Dore's  administration,  were  called  upon  to  make  the  requisite 
appropriations  for  the  following  purposes:  to  pay  suitable  persons  for 
sweeping  and  washing  the  school-rooms,  and  for  making  nres — labor 
performed  up  to  that  time  by  the  pupils — to  ornament  the  several  school 
estates  with  trees;  and  to  erect  a  building  for  the  institution  of  a  high 
school,  "commensurate  with  the  present  wants  and  prospective  growth 
of  the  city  of  Chicago."  The  council  responded  liberally  to  these  calls. 
The  necessity  of  a  mgh  school  to  complete  the  system  of  public  schools 
was  universally  acknowledged,  and  an  appropriation  was  made  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  for  such  an  institution.  As  one  great  object  of 
the  estabUshmeut  of  a  high  school  was  to  elevate  the  character  of  the 
common  schools,  attendance  for  a  considerable  period  at  some  one  of 
the  latter  was  made  a  condition  of  admission  to  the  high  school.  Great 
attention  at  this  time  was  paid  to  securingthe  services  of  the  best 
teachers  for  the  pubUc  schools  of  the  city.  TThe  salaries  of  those  who 
gave  satisfaction  were  materially  raised. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1855,  there  were  seven  public  schools, 
and  thirty-five  teachers,  with  about  three  thousand  pupils.  The  highest 
salary  received  by  any  male  teacher  was  $1,000  per  annum — the  nigh- 
est  salary  received  by  any  female  teacher,  $360  per  annum.  Chicago, 
at  this  time,  contained  more  than  seventy  thousand  inhabitants,  and  me 
assessed  value  of  real  and  personal  property  was  something  over  twenty- 
four  millions  of  dollars.  In  January,  1856,  there  were  nine  pubhc 
schools  in  the  city,  and  forty-two  teachers,  with  about  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  pupils.  Several  of  the  male  principals  were,  at  this  time, 
receiving  $1,200,  and  several  of  the  females  $400.  In  March,  1866, 
Mr.  Dore  resigned  his  situation.  The  period  of  Mr.  Dore's  superin- 
tendency  inaugurated  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  pubUc  schools  of 
Chicago.  Many  of  the  measures  adopted  at  that  time,  though  not 
immeoiately  effective,  have  borne  rich  finiit  since  his  withdrawal  from 
oflice.  Before  he  resigned,  provision  had  been  made  for  the  construc- 
tion during  the  next  summer,  of  a  high  school  building,  and  two  gram- 
mar school  buildings,  upon  improved  plans.  The  public  schools,  in  all 
classes  of  society,  were  nighly  popular. 

In  June,  1866,  Mr.  W .  H.  Wells,  principal  of  the  State  Normal 
School,  at  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  and  author  of  Well's  English 
Grammar,  accepted  the  oflice  of  superintendent  of  pubhc  schools  of  H^e 
city  of  Chicago.  In  spite  of  the  increased  accommodations  provided 
during  this  year,  and  altnough  all  the  pubUc  school  houses  were  crowded 
with  scholars,  Mr.  Wells  estimates  that  there  were  at  least  three  thou- 
sand children  in  the  city  who  were  utterly  destitute  of  school  instruc- 
tion, or  any  equivalent  for  it.  Mr.  Wells  nas  been  indefatigable  in  his 
efforts  to  promote  regular  attendance  at  the  grammar  schools.  The 
changing  character  of  the  population  of  Chicago  would  lead  one  to 
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expect  a  per  cent,  of  attendance  on  the  whole  number  enrolled  during 
the  year  oelow  that  of  most  other  cities,  but  it  certainly  did  not  affoiu 
a  satisfactory  reason  for  a  per  centage  so  low  as  thirty-one — the  actml 
average  per  cent  of  the  Chicago  schools  for  1856.  Tne  board  of  edu- 
cation, in  1857,  after  much  deliberation,  adopted  the  following  rule  with 
regard  to  iiTegularity  of  attendance. 

"Any  soholar  who  shall  b«  absent  six  half  days  in  four  conaeoatiTe  wMkt,  without  an  tzeue 
from  the  parent  or  guardian,  giren  either  in  person  or  by  written  note,  satisfying  the  teaoher  thai 
the  absenoee  were  caused  by  his  own  sickness  or  by  sickness  in  the  family,  shall  forfeit  hia  seat  in 
the  school ;  and  the  teacher  shall  forthwith  notify  the  parent  and  the  superintendent  that  the 
pupil  is  suspended.  No  pupil  thus  suspended  shall  bo  restored  to  school,  till  he  has  giren  satii- 
notory  assurance  of  punetuality  in  the  future,  and  obtained  permission  from  the  soperintandaat  ta 
return." 

Mr.  Wells  states,  in  his  last  report,  that  this  rule  has  already  accomnlish- 
ed  twice  as  much  in  improving  the  standard  of  punctuality  m  the  schools 
as  aU  previous  agencies  comoined,  and  that  so  far  as  he  can  learn,  it 
has  given  general  satisfaction.  During  the  years  1856  and  1857,  four 
new  school  houses  were  constructed,  accommodating  each  about  six 
hundred  pupils,  but  still  there  were  hundreds  of  children  who  could 
not  be  accommodated  with  seats.  The  system  of  classification  and 
gradation  adopted  by  the  first  superintendent  has  been  carried  out  fdlly 
by  Mr.  Wells.  Indeed,  it  is  no  more  than  justice  to  this  latter  gentle- 
man to  say  that  he  is  the  embodiment  of  system.  He  introduces  order 
and  regularity  everywhere. 

The  discipline  of  tlie  public  schools  has  been  very  much  improved 
within  tlie  last  two  years.  Much  better  order  is  preserved  in  the  schools, 
and  corporeal  punishment  has  become  almost  a  nominal  thing.  The 
use  of  school  registers  and  monthly  reports  has  been  found  very  effica- 
cious in  preserving  order  and  excitmg  the  puj)irs  ambition  to  do  as  well 
as  possible.  Mr.  Wells  thinks  that  the  judicious  use  of  such  a  register 
will  reduce  the  necessity  for  corporeal  punishment  as  much  as  fifty  per 
cent. 

In  January,  1856,  Flavel  Mosely,  esq.,  presented  the  city  with  the 
sum  of  $1,000,  to  be  invested  as  a  part  of  the  school  fund,  arid  the 
interest  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  text-books,  for  indigent 
children  attending  the  public  schools.  In  the  same  year.  Dr.  John  H. 
Foster,  inspired  with  a  similar  generous  spirit,  gave  to  the  city  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars — the  interest  to  be  annually  expended  in  nur- 
chasing  gold,  silver,  or  bronze  medals,  or  diplomas,  to  oe  awardea  to 
the  most  deserving  scholars  in  the  different  departments  of  the  public 
grammar  schools  of  the  city. 

In  the  year  1857,  Wm.  Jones,  formerly  chairman  of  the  board  of 
inspectors,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  of  education  the  sum  of 
$1,000,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school  on  Clark  street,  known  as  the  Jones  school,  in  procuring  text- 
books for  indigent  children. 

By  the  city  charter  of  1857,  the  board  of  school  inspectors  was  made 
to  consist  of  fifteen  members,  instead  of  seven,  and  was  styled  the  "Board 
of  Education."  The  members  hold  their  seats  three  years,  five  new  mem- 
bers being  appointed  by  the  council  each  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1857^  vncluding  the  high  school,  there 
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were  thirteen  public  schools  in  Chicago,  sixty-one  teachers  and  8,542 
pupils.  The  average  number  of  P^ils  assigned  to  each  teacher  in  the 
grammar  and  primary  schools  of  (jnicago  is  much  greater  than  in  any 
other  city.  In  Boston  the  number  to  each  teacher  is  57;  New  York, 
60;  St.  Louis,  50;  Philadelphia,  55;  Chicago,  78. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  of  school  age,  attending  the  privaU 
schools  of  the  city  during  any  one  of  the  last  three  years,  is  between 
four  and  five  thousand.  While  the  increase  in  the  number  attending 
the  public  schools  is  about  two  thousand  a  year,  the  number  attending 
private  schools  remains  about  the  same. 

The  citjr  ordinances  require  that  free  instruction  shall  be  provided  for 
ail  the  children  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  who  are  over  the 
age  of  five  years,  and  who  desire  to  attend  the  public  schools.  They 
r^pain  until  prepared  to  enter  the  high  school,  unless  previously  with- 
drawn. 

Instruction  in  vocal  music  has  for  many  years  been  given  in  aU  the 
fichools.  A  teacher  is  appointed  by  the  board,  who  devotes  his  whole 
time  to  teaching  classes  m  the  various  schools.  The  present  instructor, 
Mr.  William  Tillmghast,  is  an  accomplished  musician,  and  very  success- 
ful teacher. 

In  February,  1858,  there  were  thirteen  public  schools,  eighty-one 
teachers,  and  10,786  pupils.  In  February,  1859,  the  number  of  public 
schools  was  fifteen,  the  number  of  teachers,  one  hundred  and  five,  and 
more  than  12,000  pupils. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

The  first  public  school  house,  as  already  stated,  was  erected  in  1844. 
This  important  measure  was,  in  a  great  degree,  accomplished  by  the 
well  directed  efforts  of  Ira  Miltimore,  esq.,  who  was,  at  that  time,  a 
member  of  the  common  coxmcil.  On  account  of  its  great  size,  this 
house  was  regarded  by  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  as  a  monument 
of  folly.  They  had  not  sumcient  faith  in  the  future  of  Chicago  to 
believe  that  so  large  a  house  would  ever  be  needed  for  common  school 
purposes.  In  the  following  year  the  mavor  recommended,  in  his]  inau- 
gural address,  that  the  council  should  eitner  sell  the  house  or  convert  it 
into  an  insane  asylum,  and  build  one,  two  or  more  small  houses,  suited 
to  the  wants  of  the  city.  Better  coxmsels,  however,  prevailed,  and  this 
building  has  long  been  occupied,  and  filled  too,  by  the  Dearborn  schooL 
Notwithstanding  the  objections  to  this  building,  as  the  city  continued  to 
increase  rapidly  in  population,  five  other  large  brick  houses,  upon  sub- 
stantially the  same  plan,  were  erected  between  the  years  1845  and  1854. 
These  six  buildings,  situated  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  are  still  occu- 
pied by  the  public  schools.  Each  is  two  stories  in  heignt,  the  lower  to 
accommodate  the  primary,  the  upper  the  grammar  departinent  Upon 
each  floor  there  are  three  rooms,  one  large  general  room,  occupied  by 
the  principal,  and  two  small  recitation  rooms  for  the  assistants.  Each 
building  is  calculated  for  six  teachers,  and  from  three  to  four  hundred 
pupils.  During  the  years  1856  and  1857  four  first  class  grammar  and 
primary  school  houses,  beside  the  hi^h  school  building,  were  erected. 
These  four  buildings  were  const^ctea  upon  an  entirely  dififet^\>A.  -^^issi^ 
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They  are  built  of  the  best  brick,  and  in  the  most  substantial  manner — 
are  three  stories  in  height,  and  are  divided  into  rooms,  each  of  which 
will  accommodate  about  sixty  pupils,  designed  for  the  immediate  charge 
of  one  teacher.  Each  room  is  furnished  with  single  seats  and  desks,  of 
the  best  manufacture,  at  an  expense  of  from  five  to  six  dollars  per  seat 
and  desk.  Each  building  accommodates  about  six  hundred  pupils. 
The  cost  of  each,  including  furniture,  was  over  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
During  the  year  1858,  one  large  brick  building,  regarded  by  those 
acquainted  with  school  architecture,  as  a  model  of  its  kind,  was  erected 
by  the  city  at  a  cost  of  about  twenty-four  thousand  dollars.  It  is  calcu- 
lated to  acconunodate  about  twelve  Imndred  pupils.  In  no  other  year 
could  so  large  and  substantial  a  building  have  been  erected  at  so  small 
a  cost.  The  new  buildings  are  all  heated  by  hot  air  furnaces  or  by 
steam.  There  is  still,  however,  great  room  for  improvement,  as  respeq^ 
both  heating  and  ventilation.  In  arranging  ana  furnishing  the  new 
buildings,  and  organizing  schools  in  them,  the  knowledge,  experience, 
and  tact  of  Mr.  WeUs,  the  superintendent,  have  been  of  invaluable 
service  to  the  board. 

HIGH   SCHOOL. 

The  want  of  a  high  school  to  complete  the  system  of  public  schools 
of  the  city,  had  been  felt  for  some  time,  when  in  1855  the  common 
council  passed  an  ordinance  for  its  establishment.  The  high  school 
edifice  was  completed  in  the  summer  of  1856.  The  whole  value  of  the 
building  and  furniture  is  about  $50,000.  The  plans  of  the  house  were 
furnished  by  J.  C.  Dore,  esq.,  who  was  then  superintendent  of  the 
public  schools,  and  the  Illinois  State  Agricultural  Societv  awarded  him 
a  diploma  and  premium  for  the  "best  design  for  high  school  building." 
He  has  also  received  premiums  from  severS  other  societies  for  the  plan 
of  the  building.  It  is  built  of  Athens  stone,  88  feet  long  by  52  feet 
wide,  with  central  projections,  5  feet  by  25,  making  the  width  of  the 
building  at  the  centre  62  feet.  The  first  and  second  stories  are  each  14 
feet,  and  the  third  IT  feet  high  in  the  clear.  The  tint  of  the  rough 
stone  is  a  light  blue ;  that  of  the  cut  stone,  though  of  the  same  quality, 
is  a  lighter  color,  forming  an  agreeable  contrast.  One-half  of  the  third 
story  is  appropriated  to  a  hall,  the  other  half  is  divided  into  school 
rooms  and  ward-robes,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  second  story  is  divided. 
The  building  contains  ten  school  rooms,  23x35,  one  of  whicli  is  used  as 
a  library  and  apparatus  room.  The  other  nine  are  provided  with  seats 
and  desks  for  forty  pupils  each.  The  building  can  comfortably  accom- 
modate, therefore,  about  360  pupils.  It  is  warmed  by  three  hot  air 
furnaces  and  two  stoves.  The  furniture  is  of  the  best  eastern  manufac- 
ture, and  combines,  as  it  is  believed,  durability,  beauty  and  conveni- 
ence#  Some  of  the  rooms  have  been  already  carpetea  by  the  pupils 
occupying  them.  The  lot  upon  which  the  high  school  building  is  situa- 
ted, IS  two  hundred  feet  square,  and  is  considered  worth  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  is  surrounded  with  a  neat  wooden  fence,  and  has  been 
ornamented  by  the  pupils  with  trees  and  shrubbery  to  a  considerable 
ejctent 
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A  deep  interest  was  felt  by  the  board  of  education,  and  by  the  citi- 
zens generally,  in  the  success  of  the  school  to  be  opened  in  tnis  build- 
ing. Although  it  was  contrary  to  the  practice  of  most  other  cities,  the 
common  council  determined  to  offer  tne  benefits  of  their  high  school 
alike  to  both  sexes.  Mr.  Charles  A.  Dupee,  a  graduate  of  Tale  College, 
who  had  taught  in  the  Chicago  pubhc  schools  for  several  months,  was 
appointed  principal.  Three  distinct  departments  were  provided  for — 
the  Classical,  English,  High  and  Normal.  The  school  onened  October  8, 
1856,  with  125  pupils  and  four  male  teachers.  In  December  of  the 
same  year,  about  filly  more  were  admitted  and  another  teacher  appointed. 
Tlie  French  and  German  languages  were  taught  at  this  time  by  a 
native  German.  Scholai*s  are  admitted  to  the  mgh  school  only  at  the 
regular  examinations,  which  occur  in  July  and  December.  Candidates 
for  admission  are  examined  in  reading,  writing,  spelling,  grammar, 
geography,  arithmetic  and  history  of  the  United  States.  In  conducting 
tne  examination  in  reading,  each  candidate  is  requested  to  read  two 
passages,  one  in  poetry  and  one  in  prose.  The  examination  in  the 
other  branches  are  all  conducted  in  writing.  To  each  candidate  a 
numbered  card  is  given,  when  he  enters  the  examination  room,  and  he 
is  thenceforth  known  only  by  his  number.  The  cards  are  so  mingled 
together  that  the  distributor  of  them  knows  nothing  of  the  number  on 
any  particular  card.  Printed  questions  are  distributed  to  the  pupils, 
ancl  sufficient  time  allowed  to  answer  them.  After  the  candidates  are 
dismissed,  their  written  answers  are  carefully  scrutinized,  and  marked 
on  a  scale  of  a  hundred.    The  general  examination  average  of  each 

Supil  is  found  by  adding  the  averages  for  the  different  studies,  and 
i\nding  bv  the  number  of  studies.  To  render  the  result  of  the  exami- 
nation still  more  reliable,  the  principal  of  the  school  and  the  superin- 
tendent select  the  papers  of  all  the  candidates,  whose  general  averages 
are  within  five  or  ten  per  cent,  of  the  lowest  rank  aamitted,  whether 
above  or  below,  and  revise  all  the  estimates  with  special  care.  The 
names  of  candidates  are  never  seen  by  any  one  from  the  time  they  are 
received  on  the  morning  of  the  examination  till  after  this  revision  of 
estimates  and  the  final  aecision  of  the  board.  The  whole  number  of 
candidates  for  admission  to  the  high  school  at  the  first  examination  was 
118.  Of  these,  114  were  admitted,  and  44  rejected.  The  per  cent,  of 
correct  answers  required  for  admission  was  jifty-  At  the  examination 
of  December,  1856,  the  whole  number  of  applicants  was  204;  of  whom 
fifty-one  were  admitted,  and  153  rejected.  The  per  cent,  of  correct 
answers  reqiiired  was  Jiftys&ven,  The  last  examination  held  was  in 
December,  1858.  The  per  cent,  of  correct  answers  required  was  stxty- 
one.  The  questions  asked  at  the  examination  of  July,  1857,  were  as 
follows: 

ARITHMETIC. 

1.  In  144  miles,  1  furlong,  8  yards,  1  foot,  how  xnanj  feet? 

2.  Give  a  rule  for  the  multiplication  of  decimals,  and  explain  the  method  of  "pointing 

off*  in  the  following  example :  .0826  z  .866. 

1     3      2i 
8.    What  is  the  sum  of  ^ -gjT   -^  f 
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4.    Reduce  85  rods,  9  feet  and  2  inches  to  the  fraction  of  a  fbrlong. 
6.    Require  the  compound  interest  of  $816  for  8  years,  4  months  and  18  dajs,  at  8  per 
cent 

6.  A.  has  B.'s  note  for  $914  76,  due  NoTcmber  26,  1867 ;  what  is  the  note  worth  Jan- 

uary 1,  1857  f 

7.  Define  ratio  and  proportion,  and  give  examples  of  each. 

8.  A.  sold  a  horse  for  $76  and  lost  10  per  cent ;  what  was  his  cost? 

9.  What  is  the  square  root  of  776,161? 
IOl    GItc  the  table  for  wine  measure. 

6E06RAPHT. 

1.  How  do  you  reckon  longitude,  and  what  is  the  ralue  of  a  degree? 

2.  Gire  the  political  diyisions  of  Europe. 

8.    Name  the  mountain  chains  of  North  America. 

4.    Name  ten  of  the  most  important  cities  of  South  America,  and  gire  their  location. 

6      What  groups  of  islands  east  of  Asia? 

8.    Name  fifteen  of  the  principal  rivers  between  the  Alleghany  and  Rocky  moontains,  and 
giye  their  sources. 

7.  By  what  route  would  you  travel  from  London  to  Calcutta? 

8.  What  English  and  American  settlements  in  Africa? 

9.  Between  what  parallels  of  latitude  and  what  meridians  does  Australia  lie? 
10.    Giye  what  you  know  of  the  surface,  soil  and  climate  of  Illinoia. 

GRAMMAR. 

1.  Define  and  name  the  yocals,  sub-vocals  and  aspirates. 

2.  When,  in  the  use  of  the  indefinite  article,  do  we  employ  the  form  'Hm,"  and  when 

"a"  ?    Do  you  say  "an  unit"  or  "a  unit" — "such  an  one"  or  "such  a  one"  ? 
8.    Explain  the  difference  between  qualifying  and  limiting  adjectives. 
4.    What  do  you  understand  by  the  "tense"  of  a  verb?    Give  a  synopsis  of  all  the  past 

perfect  tenses  of  the  verb  "strike.'' 

6.  Give  a  full  synopsis  of  the  verbs  "forsake,'*  'Hay,"  "work,**  "choose.'* 

8.  Analyze  and  parse  the  following  sentence :  '*  I  was  not  aware  of  its  being  be.* 

7.  Into  what  classes  are  conjunctions  divided  ?    Give  examples  of  each. 

8.  Define  each  mode. 

9.  What  is  an  abstract  noun?    What  a  collective  noun?    Give  two  or  more  aentenoes 

containing  examples  of  each. 
10     Correct  the  following  sentences  :  "It  was  him  ;'*    *^  don*t  write  like  you  do;**  '^Eveiy 
one  must  judge  of  their  own  feelings  ;*'  "He  shall  not  want  for  encouragement** 

fflSTORY. 

1.  Who  were  the  Hessians. 

2.  Name  the  thirteen  original  states. 

8.  What  can  you  say  of  Bacon's  rebellion? 

4.  Give  a  brief  account  of  King  Philip's  War. 

8.  What  can  you  say  of  the  early  settlement  of  Maryland  ? 

6.  What  were  some  of  the  first  steps  taken  to  promote  education  in  the  colonies? 

7.  What  can  you  say  of  the  first  Colonial  Congress? 

8.  What  can  you  say  of  the  Stamp  Act  ? 

9.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War? 
10.  Give  some  account  of  the  administration  of  Gen.  Jackson. 
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SPELTiTNG. 

Coortesj, 

EarneetnesB, 

Flctidous, 

Superficial, 

Thoroughly, 

PoflaeBsioni 

Phil&nthrophj, 

Isthmus, 

GuUty, 

Reception, 

Bagerneas, 

Vivacity, 

Eccentric, 

Mansion, 

Prayer, 

Fierce, 

Relimnce, 

Atmosphere, 

Guinea, 

Scarcity. 

Besides  frequent  reviews  in  all  the  different  dasses,  the  pupils  are 
subjected  to  a  thorough  written  examination  at  the  close  of  the  nrst  and 
second  terms  of  the  vear.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  is  a  public 
oral  examination  in  all  the  studies  pursued.  This  examination  is  contin- 
ued for  several  davs,  and  affords  a  favorable  opportunity  for  parents  and 
others  to  inform  themselves  in  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  system  of 
instruction,  and  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils  during  the  year.  The 
design  is  to  make  the  examination  as  thorough  and  searching  as  possi- 
ble. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year,  public  anniversary  exercises  are  held, 
consisting  of  orations  and  essays  by  the  pupils  that  have  distinguished 
themselves  during  the  vear,  by  their  successful  devotion  to  study. 

When  a  pupil  is  admitted  to  the  school,  the  following  circular  is 
immediately  addressed  to  the  parent,  explaining  the  scope  and  direction 
of  the  different  departments  oi  study: 


DcAR  Sib — Tour 


"Chicago  High  School, 
,  186. 

— ^  having  passed  the  requisite  examination,  is  admitted  as  a  pnpU  of  the 
Chicago  High  School. 

The  board  of  education,  desiring  to  giro  the  children  of  their  fellow-citizens  as  complete  a 
eourte  of  instruction  as  possible,  in  the  time  deroted  to  this  object,  and  to  adapt  the  character  of 
the  instruction  to  the  intended  pursuit  of  the  student  in  after  life,  hare  arranged  as  follows  the 
studies  of  the  school: 

1.  Thb  Classical  Cocbsk. — This  extends  through  three  years,  and  includes  all  the  studies  pur- 
sued in  the  school,  except  the  n  ore  adranced  English  branches,  such  as  the  higher  mathematics, 
ehemistry,  etc.  It  is  recommended  to  all  who  intend  to  giro  their  children  a  collegiate  education,  or 
who  design  them  for  teachers,  or  for  any  other  occupation  or  profession,  in  which  an  acquaintanee 
with  the  ancient  languages  is  deemed  desirable. 

2.  Thb  English  High  Coubsb. — This  extends  through  three  years,  and  includes  all  the  studies 
taught  in  the  school,  except  the  ancient  languages.  It  is  recommended  to  all  who  design  their 
ehildem  for  pursuits  eonnectod  with  trade,  commerce,  manufacture,  and  the  mechanic  arts. 

3.  Tbb  Classical  and  English  High  Course. — This  extends  through  four  years,  and  ineludes 
all  the  studies  taught  in  the  school.  It  is  recommended  to  all  who  intend  continuing  their  children 
in  school  four  years. 

4.  The  Nobmal  Coubsb. — This  extends  through  two  years,  and  is  intended  for  young  ladies 
desiring  to  become  teachers. 

Ton  are  respectfully  requested  to  select  from  these  courses  the  one  you  wish  your to 

pursue.  The  students  of  the  dilTerent  courses,  admitted  at  the  same  time,  form  but  one  class  in 
most  of  their  studies. 

Whichever  course  you  seleot,  your will  have  the  same  advantages  of  general  discipline, 

moral  culture  and  companionship.    Respectfully,  CHARLES  A.  DUPEE,  PrinoipaL 


BSC0BD8  AND  REPORTS. 

All  the  recitations  are  graded  on  a  scale  from  0  to  100,  and  a  perma- 
nent record  is  made  of  the  standing  of  each  pupil.  This  exhibits,  in  a 
definite  form,  the  progress  of  the  pupils  during  their  connection  with 
the  schools.  Similar  records  in  other  cities  are  consulted  as  criteria  of 
the  character  and  ability  of  graduates,  W  those  who  wish  to  employ 
them  in  business,  or  for  other  reasons  desire  to  obtain  a  correct  idea  of 
their  character  and  capacity. 


306 


At  the  close  of  every  month,  a  report  of  the  standing  of  each  Ptipil 
is  sent  to  the  parent  or  guardian.  The  following  is  the  form  of  this 
report: 


CHICAGO  HIGH   SCHOOL. 
RtDort  ©A No tn  Section 

.eoneiiiina  of. . 

PmU 

in  the Department,  for  the  Term  ending 186 

- 

iBt 

Month. 

«2d 
Month. 

8d 
Month. 

4th 
Month. 

Sxamin- 

attoa 
average. 

Avtnfi 
far 

■ 

***** •••••••••••••••••.» 

Scholarship  average, 

Deportment  average, 

Attendance  average, 

Total  average. 

Parentu'  signature. 

Scliolarship,  attendance  and  deportment  are  graded  from  100  to  0. 
The  average  of  the  daily  recitations  in  each  stndy  for  the  month  consti- 
tutes the  scholarship  average.  The  aveiages  of  the  daily  attendance  and 
deportment  for  the  month  constitute  the  attendance  and  deportment 
averages.  The  examination  average  for  the  term  is  regarded  as  equiva- 
lent to  the  average  for  one  month.  The  average  of  all  these  results  for 
the  term  is  the  total  average,  and  constitutes  ftie  pupil's  rank  for  the 
term.  The  attendance  and  deportment  averages  should  always  be  100. 
The  scholarship  average  should  always  be  at  least  80  in  each  branch  of 
study.  If  the  averages  of  any  pupil  are  lower  than  these  the  parent 
should  infer  tliat  the  progress  of  the  pupil  is  unsatisfactory,  ana  that 
unless  an  early  improvement  is  mamfested  he  must  fall  to  a  lower  grade. 
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ATTENDANCE. 


As  a  general  rule,  there  is  no  surer  test  of  the  efficiency  of  a  school 
than  its  record  of  attendance.  In  the  high  school,  from  the  very  first, 
this  has  been  excellent.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  on  the  average 
number  enrolled  during  the  time  which  the  school  has  been  in  existence 
has  not  been  less  than  ninety-six  and  six-tenths.  The  per  cent,  of 
attendance  of  the  boys  of  the  school  is  about  ninety-eight.  It  is 
believed  that  few  high  schools  can  show  so  good  a  record  in  this  respect 
as  that  of  Chicago.  - 

A  very  serious  obstacle  to  perfect  classification  consists  in  the  fact 
that  a  large  part  of  the  members  of  each  class  leave  school  before  com- 
pleting the  lull  course.  The  same  difficulty  exists  in  all  schools  of  a 
similar  character.  In  the  Philadelphia  High  School,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  country,  more  than  one  halt  of  the  pupils  leave  before 
the  expiration  of  two  years.  From  the  opening  of  the  Chicago  High 
School,  October  8,  1856,  to  January  1, 1858,  28  per  cent  of  ^l  adnut- 
ted  have  left  the  school.  This  is  a  lower  rate  than  in  most  schools  of 
the  kind. 

During  the  year  1858,  prize  declamations  were  instituted.  Prizes  to 
the  amount  of  twenty-five  dollars  were  distributed  among  the  four  best 
declaimers,'  the  award  being  made  by  a  committee  of  well  known  citi- 
zens. Prizes  to  a  similar  amount  were  also  given  at  the  close  of  the 
year  for  the  four  best  English  compositions. 

No  pains  have  been  spared  by  the  board  of  education  to  give  the 
high  school  a  right  direction  at  the  beginning,  and  it  is  beHeved  that 
Buch  an  institution  could  hardly  be  opened  under  similar  circumstances, 
with  a  better  system  of  classification  and  instruction,  or  with  greater 
promise  of  permanent  usefulness  and  success.  The  three  departments — 
Classical,  English,  High  and  Normal — are  fully  and  distinctly  organized 
under  one  general  direction,  as  parts  of  a  complete  system  of  higher 
education.  Provision  is  made  for  instruction  in  modem  languages. 
The  most  competent  and  faithful  native  teachers  are  employed  m  both 
French  and  German.  The  course  in  their  languages  extends  through 
the  entif  e  period  of  the  pupil's  attendance  at  school.  The  board  were 
very  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  a  principal  for  the  high  school, 
who  is  eminently  qualified  for  the  situation  which  he  is  called  to  fill. 
To  his  practical  wisdom  and  untiring  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
school,  it  is  in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the  elevated  position  it  has 
already  attained. 

About  one  half  the  scholars  in  the  high  school  study  Latin.  There 
is  a  class  of  fifteen  or  twenty  that  study  both  Latin  and  Greek.  Sevend 
of  this  class  wiU  be  prepared  to  enter  college  next  July.  It  is  not 
intended  at  present  to  make  the  classical  course  much  more  extensive 
tlian  is  necessary  to  prepare  pupils  thoroughly  for  college.  The  mathe- 
matical and  scientific  course  is  intended  to  be  as  extensive  and  thorouga 
as  that  of  any  college.  Great  attention  is  paid  to  history  and  belles- 
lettres-  There  are  now  in  the  high  school  two  hundred  and  forty-one 
students.  There  are  six  male  teachers,  and  one  female  teacher,  besides 
the  instructors  in  modem  languages  and  musia.  It  is  expected  tha 
—29 
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about  thirty  pupils  will  graduate  next  July,  having  completed  a  three 
years'  course.  A  class  of  eighty,  or  a  hundred,  will  probably  be  pre- 
pared to  enter  from  the  grammar  schools  at  the  same  time. 

THE   NORMAL   DEPARTMENT. 

The  necessity  experienced  of  having  teachers  in  the  grammar  and 
primary  schools  of  the  city  better  qualified  than  could  otherwise  be 
obtained  occasioned  the  establishment  of  a  normal  department  in  the 
high  school.  Its  specific  object  is  to  prepare  young  ladies  to  teach  in 
the  schools  of  Chicago.  The  course  of  study  extends  through  two 
years.  Much  attention  is  paid  to  a  careful  and  thorough  comprehension 
of  the  elementary  branches,  and  to  the  power  of  explaining  m  the  most 
lucid  manner  every  subject  that  is  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
class.  The  course  also  copiprehends  the  higher  mathematics,  their 
applications  to  the  practical  sciences,  and  a  considerable  knowl^ge  of 
history  and  belles-lettres.  Each  pupil  is  required,  in  turn,  to  conduct 
the  exercises  of  the  class  in  each  department  of  study,  ana  the  pupils 
themselves  thus  constitute  a  model  class.  The  class,  when  fhll^  will 
contain  40  pupils.  At  present  it  numbers  about  35.  Since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  department  a  class  of  7  has  graduated,  all  of  whom  are 
employed  as  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city.  In  general,  they 
meet  with  a  commendable  degree  of  success. 

GOVERNMENT  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

No  corporeal  punishment  is  ever  employed  in  the  school.  A  system 
of  gradation,  based  upon  the  effort  and  success  of  the  pupil  in  his  studies, 
ana  upon  his  regularity  and  good  conduct,  together  with  a  classUication 
based  entirely  upon  excellence,  conduces  to  the  most  perfect  order. 

PRIZES. 

Although,  through  private  donations,  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  bestow  medals  upon  the  most  deserving  scholars  of  the  grammar 
schools,  no  permanent  arrangement  has  been  made  for  the  donation  of 
prizes  in  any  field  of  excellence  in  the  high  school.  The  board  of  edu- 
cation have,  however,  frequently  endorsed  the  measure  of  bestowing 
prizes,  and  probably,  at  no  distant  day,  a  system  of  rewards,  similar  to 
that  in  the  other  schools,  will  be  eftected. 

LIBRARY. 

At  the  organization  of  the  school,  Flavel  Mosely,  esq.,  then  president 
of  the  board  of  education,  donated  $500  for  the  purchase  of  a  library 
for  the  high  school.  This  amount  was  carefully  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  standard  literary  and  scientific  works.  It  has  since  been 
increased  by  the  donations  of  individuals.  The  number  of  volumes  in 
the  libmry  is  now  about  500.  The  library  is  at  all  times  open  to  the 
teachers  of  the  school,  and  to  all  pupils  who  attaUi  ^  respectable  rani 
in  their  daases. 


APFAKA.TOB. 


The  parents  of  the  ptipiU  in  the  high  echool,  and  other  citizens,  re- 
cently presented  the  institution  witli  $1,000,  for  the  purchase  of  appara- 
tus.   This  amount  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  apparatus  to 


illustrate  cheraietry.  philosophy  and  astronomy. 
by  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Boston,  and  is  of  t' 


It  was  manufactured 

f  the  most  perfect  finish.     It  com- 

prisea  all  the  latast  improvements  and  nppHanees  in  this  department  of 
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the  arts.  Among  the  most  vahiable  implements  is  the  Gyroscope  and 
the  Rheumkoff  or  Induction  Apparatus.  By  means  of  the  latter,  a 
quantity  of  electricity  can  be  evolved  exceeding  in  intensity  many  hun- 
dred times  that  produced  by  the  best  electricd  machine  with  Leyden 
jar  batteries.  Tlie  school  is  also  in  possession  of  a  valuable  oxyhydro- 
gen  microscope,  with  a  fine  collection  of  natural  objects,  presented  by 
Samuel  Hoard,  esq.,  of  Chicago. 

SCHOOL  FUNDS. 

In  1831  Col.  Richard  J.  Hamilton  was  appointed  commissioner  of 
school  lands  for  Cook  county,  and  the  school  fund  remained  in  his 
charge  until  1840.  The  school  section  of  the  original  township  is  situ- 
ated near  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  is  divided  into  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  blocks.  In  October,  1833,  upon  petition  of  ninety-five  of 
the  principal  citizens  of  Chicago,  all  but  four  of  these  blocks  were  sold 
at  auction  for  $38,865,  on  a  credit  of  one,  two  and  three  years.  The 
remaining  four  blocks  are  now  valued  at  about  $700,000.  The  value 
•f  that  portion  which  was  sold  is  now  estimated  at  about  $12,000,000, 

In  1839,  by  act  of  the  legislature,  the  school  fund  of  Chicago  was 
transferred  from  the  charge  of  the  school  commissioner  of  tlie  county 
and  placed  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  common  council  of  the  city, 
in  whose  charge  it  has  remained  to  the  present  time.  In  February, 
1840,  William  H.  Brown,  esq.,  was  appointed,  by  the  council,  school 
agent,  and  assumed  the  charge  of  the  school  fund  of  the  city.  Tliis 
office  he  held  for  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  and  in  no  case  made  a 
loan  by  which  the  fund  suffered  any  loss.  During  the  last  live  years 
the  school  fund  has  been  in  the  charge  of  one  or  other  of  the  principal 
bankers  of  the  city,  has  been  continually  increasing  in  value,  and  has 
always  been  managed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  common  council. 

The  amount  of  real  estate  now  belonging  to  the  school 
fund,  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  is  estimated  at. . . .  ^^900,000 

Amount  of  real  estate  outside  of  the  city 25,000 

Money  loaned,  principal 52,000 

Whole  amount  of  school  fund $977,000 

This  fund  is  larger  than  that  of  any  other  dty  in  the  Union,  excep* 
St.  Louis;  and  there  are  only  twelve  of  the  thirty-two  states  that  have 
a  school  fund  as  large  as  that  of  Chicago.  The  income  derived  from 
this  great  fund,  however,  is,  at  present,  quite  disproportionate  to  its 

magnitude.  Including  the  dividend  of  interest  on  the  state  fund,  it  ia 
about  as  follows : 

Interest  on  $52,000,  loaned $6,240 

Rents  on  $925,000  of  real  estate 11,648 

State  dividend •. 18,255 

Amount $36,143 
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The  annual  income  from  the  two  mill  tax,  called  the  school  tax  ftmd, 
is  about  $70,000.  Total  income  for  educational  purposes,  about 
$106,000. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  city  charter,  the  income  of  the  school  fund 
must  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  teachers.  The  school  tax  fund  has 
usually  been  aevoted  to  the  erection  of  new  school  houses.  The  whole 
expense  of  supporting  the  public  schools,  for  the  year  embraced  in  the 
last  report  of  tne  superintendent,  (1858,)  including  rent  on  buildings 
and  lots  belonging  to  the  city,  was  $62,701.  The  whole  expenses  of 
the  preceding  year  were  $40,920.  It  should  be  observed,  however,  that 
the  rent  of  the  lots  on  which  three  of  the  school  buildings  are  situated 
is  not  included  in  these  estimates,  as  the  lots  belong  to  the  school  fund* 
The  expense  for  each  scholar  educated  in  the  public^  schools,  for  the 
year  embraced  in  the  last  report,  was  $5  81.  The'  expense  for  the 
preceding  year  was  $4  79. 
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THE  CHICAGO  REFOEM  SCHOOL. 


In  the  spring  of  1855  a  Ladies'  City  Missionary  Association  was 
formed  from  members  of  the  different  religious  denominations  of  this 
city.  The  writer  of  this  paper  was  appointed  to  act  as  the  Missionary 
of  that  society. 

In  the  progress  of  my  labors  in  the  city,  visiting  the  city  prisons, 
homes  of  the  poor  and  neglected,  and  coming  in  daily  contact  with 
destitute  and  criminal  children — seeing  their  exposure  to  the  seductive 
influences  of  vice,  wandering  about  the  streets  destitute  of  proper  paren- 
tal care,  growing  up  in  mendi<iancy,  vice  and  crime,  many  of  whom 
were  reduced  to  this  condition  through  orphanage,  and  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  the  remainder  through  the  influence  of  bad  homes — ^my  atten- 
tion was  directed  by  these  facts  to  the  consideration  of  some  plan  by 
which  this  unfortunate  class  might  be  reached  and  brought  under  the 
influence  of  such  a  system  of  moral  training  as  might  save  them  from 
a  life  of  vice  and  crime,  and  restore  them  to  society. 

Visiting  the  county  jail,  I  found  criminals  incarcerated  within  its  walls 
of  young  and  tender  years,  locked  up  in  the  same  cells  with  hardened 
and  abandoned  criminals,  thus  educating  these  youthful  delinquents 
in  crimes  more  daring,  and  vice  more  corrupting. 

Our  citizens  had  long  felt  the  need  of  a  home  for  this  unfortunate 
class  of  youth,  which  was  alarmingly  on  the  increase. 

This  want  in  our  city  led  the  writer  to  circulate  a  petition,  which  was 
signed  by  a  large  number  of  our  tax  paying  citizens,  and  then  presented  to 
the  common  council  of  this  city,  asking  that  body  to  pass  an  ordinance 
for  the  protection  of  this  numerous  class  of  unfortunate  population. 
The  petition,  upon  being  presented  to  the  council,  was  referred  to  the 
finance  committee,  the  chairman  of  which  was  E.  B.  Williams,  esq.,  the 
alderman  of  the  first  ward,  whose  interest  in  the  success  of  the  ente^ 
prize  secured  for  it  the  prompt  and  efficient  action  of  the  council. 

An  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  council,  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  a  reform  school,  September  17,  1855. 

The  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Cook  generously  agreed 
to  lease,  for  this  purpose,  for  a  term  of  years,  withont  rent^  theirlands 
and  the  old  poor-house  buildings,  which  were  situated  on  the  lake 
shore,  five  imles  south  of  the  city.  Owing  to  necessary  repairs  in 
the  old  pauper  buildings,  we  did  not  fonnally  open  until  ISovember  30, 
of  the  same  vear. 

We  opened  with  seven  boys,  taken  from  the  county  jail — "r^ywiif 
jail  birds^'* — some  of  whom  had  been  in  prison  a  number  of  times  before 
they  were  committed  to  our  care. 

In  the  management  of  our  school,  at  first,  we  adopted  for  our  plan 
the  same  that  had  been  adopted  by  other  similar  institutions  in  the 
United  States ;  having  no  experience  in  the  work  ourselves,  and  being 
whoUy  unaxypiainted  with  any  plans  adopted  by  institutions  abroad 
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when  the  plans  differed  in  their  internal  arrangement  from  similar  insti- 
tuMons  in  onr  own  country. 

The  feeling  was  generally  expressed  that  the  Horal  Suasion  System, 
with  such  a  class  o^  boys,  would  not  work.  I  met  the  remark,  every- 
where, that  a  stem  and  rigid  discipline  was  necessary,  in  order  to  go- 
vern such  a  class  of  outlaws. 

As  my  first  seven  boys  filed  along  the  gloomy  corridors  of  our  city 
prison,  surroiinded  with  the  oflicers  of  law,  and  then  were  escorted  by 
at  least  four  able-bodied  men  to  my  wagon,  to  be  taken  to  the  Eeform 
School,  no  one  would  have  thought  of  such  a  class  being  appealed  to  by 
the  principle  of  honor.  "  You  had  better  have  the  irons  put  on,  Mr. 
Nichols,"  said  one  of  the  officers  of  the  law  and  order,  "or  you  will 
lose  your  boys  belore  you  get  half  the  way  to  the  school.  \fdt  confi- 
dent I  should  not ;  at  any  rate,  I  determmed,  if  I  lost  them  at  all,  I 
would  not  take  a  boy  down  to  the  Reform  School  in  irons.  Tom  WeUh^ 
a  coatless,  hatless,  and  less  a  wardrobe,  except  a  few  rags,  sat  upon  the 
seat  by  my  side,  and  I  bo^nd  him  to  myself  by  sharing  with  him  my 
shawl.  Sufiice  it  to  say,  that,  instead  of  my  boys  running  away  before 
we  were  half  down  to  the  school,  I  gave  the  reins  to  the  worst  of  the 
seven,  in  the  estimation  of  the  jailor,  and  the  one  in  reference  to  whom 
I  had  received  a  special  caution  "to  keep  my  eye  upon,"  and  walked  by 
the  side  of  the  wagon,  while  the  boys  drove  off.  It  was  a  brave  time 
for  these  boys,  and  many  were  the  significant  glances  which  passed  be- 
tween them,  when  they  saw  the  kind  of  confidence  reposed  in  them. 

Now  came  my  trial ;  for  we  had  constructed  our  building  after  the  com- 
mon model  of  such  establishments,  with  separate  cells,  where  each  boy 
was  to  be  locked  up  for  the  niglit.  My  feelings  were  moved,  when  1 
had  this  task  to  perform  ;  yet  everybody  seemed  to  think  that  no  proper 
discipline  could  be  maintained  unless  it  was  resorted  to. 

After  a  short  time,  bars  were  placed  upon  the  windows,  by  order  of 
the  board.  Here  again,  I  took  my  meals  with  my  family,  in  a  separate 
room  from  that  of  the  boys,  and  placed  a  man  to  watch  them  while 
they  eat. 

©oon  we  had  all  the  appendages  of  a  prison.  The  windows  were  all 
barred,  cells  were  made  strong  with  massive  bars  and  bolts.  A  prison 
we  had  obtained,  but  in  securing  this,  the  confidence  of  the  boys  had 
been  lost.  I  could  read  it  in  their  eyes,  that  the  strongest  bond  by 
which  I  was  to  bring  them  back  to  duty  and  to  God,  had  been  severea. 
But  a  day  soon  came,  when  bars,  bolts  and  locks  were  scattered  in  the 
wildest  confusion  about  the  yard.  Fire  had  done  the  deed.  A  locomo- 
tive had  kindled  the  tire,  which,  in  two  short  hours,  reduced  our  prison 
to  a  heap  of  smouldering  ruins.  Not  a  boy  escaped,  during  the  fire, 
and  they  all  worked  Hke  heroes  through  its  progress ;  yet,  as  soon  as 
they  were  placed  in  a  car  and  surrounded  by  a  strong  police  force,  no 
less  than  three  run  away.  The  fire  having  deprived  us  of  our  building, 
we  were  now  compelled  to  take  our  chance  at  the  Bridewell,  or  occupy 
a  packing  house,  which  would  be  only  a  shelter  until  we  were  provided 
with  temporary  buildings.  We  chose  the  latter.  In  these  quarters, 
uncomfortable  and  cheerless  though  they  were,  we  learned  a  lesson 
which  it  was  all  important  that  we  should  know,  in  order  to  success  in 
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our  enterprize;  and  that  lesson  was,  that  an  appeal  to  the  principles  of 
honor,  with  this  class  of  boys,  was  far  more  reliable  than  bars,  bolts, 
lock-nps  and  the  rod.  When  our  temporary  buildings  were  ready  for  oc- 
cupancy, we  were  prepared  to  adopt  the  Moral  Suasion  System ;  which 
has  worked  like  a  charm.  "We  have  recently  put  up  a  line  building 
for  sixty-eight  of  the  best  boys;  which  will  be  usea  as  the  home  of 
those  who  graduate  from  the  school  to  the  world.  We  have  received, 
in  all,  since  our  commencement,  three  years  since,  three  hundred  and 
eighteen  boys.  We  have  now  in  our  school  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine.  Those  who  have  gone  out,  as  a  general  thing,  are  doing  well  for 
tliemselves.  Without  a  single  exception,  every  one  who  has  gone  to  a 
country  home,  is  doing  well.  In  our  new  building,  where  the  best 
family  of  boys  are  quailered,  there  is  not  the  first  prison  appendage; 
no  fence,  nor  bolts,  nor  bars;  and  the  boys  are  Hke  any  other  happy 
family  of  contented  ones.  They  visit  the  city,  come  and  go  as  freely, 
(though  not  without  permission  of  the  superintendent  of  the  school,)  as 
any  femily  of  boys  in  our  land;  yet  these  boys  were  once  on  the  down- 
ward roaa  to  vice  and  crime. 

In  the  old  building,  erected  two  years  since,  we  have  a  class  not  yet 
prepared  by  their  trial  of  character,  to  take  the  advanced  ground  which 
the  "Most  Honorable"  boys  take.  Around  that  building  we  have  a 
fence,  but  tlie  gates  are  wholly  kept  by  the  boys  of  the  school.  Two 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  gates  were  set  up;  yet,  during  all  that  time, 
I  have  never  once  turned  a  gate  key.  I  leave  this  matter  entirely  to  the 
boys.  Not  one  case  of  unfaithfulness  in  the  gate  keeper  has  ever  occur- 
red, during  the  two  yeai-s  past,  although  I  have  had  twenty-five  different 
keepers. 

As  to  the  class  committed  to  our  school,  they  have  been,  for  the  most 

Eart,  boys  who  have  been  educated  in  the  streets;  most  of  them  have 
een  truants  from  school  and  home;  many  of  them  have  slept  in  barns, 
stables,  or  in  lumber  yards,  or  wherever  night  has  overtaken  them.  As 
a  class,  when  they  come  to  us,  they  are  indolent,  averse  to  settled 
employment,  delighting  in  dirt,  and  to  kindness  most  universally  stran- 
£:ers.  At  first,  we  have  found  it  exceedingly  diflicult  to  make  the  boy 
believe  that  we  are  really  his  friend.  At  first,  he  is  shy  of  our  approaches. 
His  eye  seems  to  betray  a  want  of  trust  in  our  good  intentions.  Ilaniig 
seen  only  a  selfish  world,  he  cannot  believe  that  any  other  principles 
gain  in  the  intercourse  of  man  with  man  than  a  selfish  principle.  He 
rather  expects  that  he  will  find  all  their  pretellded  kindness,  in  the  end, 
to  have  its  foundation  in  selfishness. 

As  to  the  means  of  reformation  employed  by  us,  we  would  say,  that 
it  is  according  to  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  boy.  We  first 
seek  out  the  real  cause  of  delinquency,  in  each  individual  case,  and  then 
apply  to  each  case  a  vigorous  corrective  agency,  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  the  inmate.  For  example:  where  a  boy  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
leading  a  roving  and  idle  lite,  wandering  about,  hunting,  fishing,  and 
catching  drift  wood  about  the  docks,  the  remedy  in  such  cases  would  be 
settled  occupation.  Industrial  training  we  have  found  to  be  indispensa- 
ble, in  the  reformation  of  wayward  boys. 
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Of  the  different  IdndB  of  industrial  pursuits,  of  those  most  effective  in 
reformation,  it  has  been  our  experience  that  agricultural  pursuits  the 
most  satisfactorily  tend  to  develop  the  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral 
beii^. 

Mental  training  is  another  important  agency  in  the  work  of  reform. 
When  these  boys  have  come  to  us,  they  have  manifested  a  great  distaste 
for  books  and,  school.  Most  of  these  boys  have  been  truants  from 
school,  from  various  causes.  We  have  endeavored  to  make  the  school 
room  a  place  of  attraction.  One  difficulty  has,  thus  far,  to  a  great  extent, 
embarrassed  our  efforts;  and  that  is,  a  want  of  men  of  the  right  spirit, 
and  other  qualifications,  to  labor  in  a  Reform  School.  Though,  as 
xegards  this  item,  we  do  not  stand  alone,  for  it  is  a  want  felt  as  far  as 
the  influence  of  Keformatory  Schools  has  extended.  In  our  teachings 
we  have  endeavored  to  lead  these  boys  to  rely  upon  themselves;  seldom 
if  ever  referring  to  their  past  lives.  We  have  been  encouraged.  We 
have  seen  the  gradual  ascendency  the  law  of  right  has  gained  over  Jhe 
mind.  Each  boy,  in  a  short  time,  under  the  teaching  he  here  enjoys,  is 
taught  to  leel  that  the  Creator  has  made  him  to  accomplish  a  high  and 
noble  purpose. 

We  are  separated  into  families,  and  each  J)oy  is  made  to  feel  that  he 
is  a  member  of  a  family  circle.  The  Superintendent,  his  family  and 
employees,  take  their  meals  with  the  boys;  and  no  pains  are  spared  to 
lead  the  boys  to  respect  themselves. 

The  government  of  our  school  is  based  upon  the  Law  of  Kindness. 
We  trj'  to  bear  all  things,  endure  all  things,  and  hope  all  things.  We 
have  learned  to  labor,  and  to  wait.  I  have  no  reason  to  complain  of 
the  conduct  of  my  boys  toward  me.  My  own  daughters  treat  me  with 
no  more  tender  regard.  At  all  times  my  comfort  is  their  study.  Our 
plan  of  government  is  the  Grade  System.  We  have  six  classes  of  boys 
in  our  school,  and  a  Most  Honorable  class;  all  of  the  latter  of  whom 
reside  in  the  new  building  outside  of  any  inclosure.  Corporeal  punish-' 
ment  is  not  permitted  in  the  school.  We  have  no  prison  appendages,  in 
either  department  of  the  school. 

As  regards  the  success  of  the  enterprize,  it  is  all  that  the  most  san- 
guine could  have  hoped  for. 

If  we  had  a  farm,  and  were  removed  a  proper  distance  from  the 
influence  of  the  city,  we  should  be  separated  from  numerous  difficulties, 
•which  now  of  necessity  surround  us. 

We  cannot  but  cherish  the  hope  that  the  members  of  the  in-coming 
legislature  will  make  some  provision,  whereby  this  valuable  agency  to 
prevent  crime,  and  save  the  criminal,  may  have  a  more  extensive  influ- 
ence in  the  state. 

If  this  matter  be  viewed  in  its  proper  light,  will  it  not,  even  as  an 
economical  provision  to  the  state,  lead  the  state  to  lend  this  enter[)rize 
a  helping  hand?  The  inmates  of  our  school,  tnost  if  not  all^  if  the  wise 
provision  of  our  city  ordinance  had  not  embraced  them,  would  have 
either  been  convicts  in  our  state  prison,  or  have  been  in  a  course  of 
training  which  more  eligibility  of  years  would  entitle  them  to  a  home 
there. 
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The  city  of  Chica^  has,  for  the  last  three  years,  been  engaged  in 
the  work  of  staying  me  tide  of  juvenile  crime;  thus  saving  expense  to 
the  state.  We  have  had  boys  sent  to  us,  whose  places  of  residence 
have  beeu  bcattered  over  diuereul  poruuiia  uf  uui-  slate,  coininltled, 
it  is  true,  in  this  city,  yet  most  of  them  have  not  been  of  long  continu- 
ance here. 

Again,  we  have  been  addressed  by  individuals  from  different  counties 
of  the  state,  asking  us  to  take  their  criminal  children. 

Our  heail  has  been  to  listen  to  the  call,  but  our  means  have  been 
limited,  and  we  have  been  obliged  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  most 
pressing  calls.  In  one  case,  in  a  distant  county,  two  boys  were  in  jail, 
and  at  least  three  times  we  have  been  pressed  to  compassionate  their 
condition,  and  take  them  into  our  school;  but  we  have  been  obliged  to 
say  no.  We  have,  all  the  time,  pointed  to  the  coming  legislature,  who 
no  doubt  will  make  the  needful  pro.vision  for  this  class  of  imfortunate 
ones. 

AU  these  facts  prove  that  this  reformatory  movement  is  not  only  a 
want  of  our  city,  out  of  the  state  at  large;  and,  if  it  be  a  want  of  the 
state,  then,  truly,  the  state  should  make  generous  provision  for  the  edu- 
cation of  tiiis  class  of  hei;  population. 

D.  B.  NICHOLS, 
Superintendent  Chicago  Reform  SchooL 
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COMMERCIAL  COLLEGES. 


The  following  are  extracts  from  letters  received  from  the  proprietors 
of  Commercial  Colleges  in  this  state.  They  indicate,  in  some  measure, 
the  present  condition  and  scope  of  labor  embraced  by  these  institutions. 


BRYANT  A  8TRATT0N CHICAGO. 


Commercial  Education, — It  is  a  gratifying  feature  in  our  educational 
system,  that  institutions  for  special  sciences  are  meeting  with  marked 
success.  As  an  evidence  of  tnis  position,  I  need  only  refer,  briefly,  to 
the  rise  and  progress  of  commercial  schools,  and  particularly  to  tnose 
claiming  special  mention,  not  only  from  the  respect  they  have  won  in 
the  cities  where  they  are  located,  but  their  well-earned  fame  through- 
out the  country.  *********  * 
Like  all  large  enterprizes,  this  was  commenced  in  an  humble  way. 
The  first  link  in  the  chain  was  planted  at. Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  the 
spring  of  1853.  Another  Unk  was  added  at  Buflfalo,  the  year  follow- 
ing ;  one  ij;i  Chicago,  October,  1856 ;  in  Albany,  January,  1857 ;  in 
Detroit,  October,  1857;  in  Philadelphia,  March,  1858;  and  in  Jfew 
York,  October,  1858. 

Not  one  of  these  institutions  has  been  more  prosperous,  or  held  a 
higher  position,  in  the  respect  of  the  people,  than  the  one  in  Chicago. 
The  method  of  instruction  in  these  institutions,  as  well  as  the  partic- 
1^^  branches  pursued,  commends  itself  warmly  to  the  consideration  of 
aJL  As  the  science  of  Accounts  lies  at  the  base  of  all  commercial  trans- 
actions, it  is  the  first  aim  of  these  institutions  to  perfect  the  student 
in  Book  Keeping.  In  order  that  this  may  be  done  most  eflectually, 
printed  text  books  arc  discarded,  and  manuscript  forms,  prepared  by 
Dusiness  men,  substituted  therefor.  All  instruction  is  given  orally,  by 
individual  application  and  lectures  with  black-board  elucidation.  Stu- 
dents are  thorougly  drilled  in  the  practice  and  theory  of  Accounts,  and 
all  the  collateral  studies,  embracing  Mercantile  Law,  Correspondence, 
Political  Economy,  and  business  forms  of  every  description;  and  I  am 
gratified  at  being  able  to  state,  that  many  young  men  have  been  able  to 
enter  directly  upon  the  responsible  duties  of  an  accountant  in  the 
largest  commercial  houses  in  our  cities,  having  no  previous  training  ex- 
cept at  these  colleges.  During  the  last  five  years,  over  three  thousand 
young  men  have  been  in  attendance  at  these  colleges,  and  a  large  pro- 
portionate share  at  the  Chicago  branch. 

In  my  opinion,  schools  of  this  kind  should  be  fostered  by  the  people 
of  the  state,  and  more  especially  as  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to- 
accomplish  the  same  end  through  our  pubhc  schools. 
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DAVIB  <&  TIPTON — ^PEOBIiu 

Messrs.  Davis  &  Tipton's  Mercantile  College,  located  at  Peoria, 
Illinois,  was  founded  September  1, 1857.  The  nse  and  progress  of  this 
institution  during  the  great  financial  pressure  of  the  country,  is  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  increasing  pubhc  interest  in  the  cause  of  mercan- 
tile education.  From  the  1st  September,  1857,  to  October  1,  1858,  flie 
number  of  scholarships  issued  was  163;  present  number  of  students  4i 
The  future  prospects  of  this  institution  can  only  be  conjectured  by  the 
past,  having  received  a  patronage  thus  far  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
commercial  colleges,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  age  of  the 
institution.  * 


SLOAN,  FORMERLY  BELL  <&  SLOAN — CHICAGO. 

Tlie  edifice,  a  beautiful  marble  building,  100  by  127  feet,  six  stories, 
is  situated  in  the  most  eligible  location  in  Chicago.  TJie  building  was 
erected  with  special  reference  to  college  purposes.  The  rooms  are 
elegant,  well  appointed  and  without  exception  the  largest  commercial 
college  apartments  in  America.  The  college  was  founded  in  1850,  and 
was  the  first,  as  far  as  history  informs  us,  that  establislied  a  full  com- 
mercial course,  adapted  to  all  kinds  of  business,  as  well  as  a  course  (rf 
commercial  law. 

Design. — The  design  of  the  institution  is  to  quaUfy  its  students  for 
the  practical  discharge  of  an  accountant's  duties.  No  text-books  are 
used.  The  memory  and  understanding  are  addressed.  Its  charactei; 
routine,  training  and  discipline  fashion  it  after  the  model  of  a  well 
regulated  counting  house;  that  is  to  say,  the  student  is  at  once  intro- 
duced to  the  practical  workings  of  business. 

Such  an  education  qualifies  one  to  conduct  business  with  intellisfenoe 
and  correctness;  to  discharge  the  practical  duties  of  an  accomplished 
accountant,  and  to  take  a  high  rank  as  a  business  man. 

Collegiate  Course, — The  collfegiate  course  comprises — 

1.  Practical  instruction  in  book-keeping  by  double  entry  and  in 
accounts,  ada})ted  to  the  business  of  wholesale*  retail,  forwarding  and 
commission  merchants,  bankers,  brokers,  manufacturers,  farmers  andj 
mechanics,  and  professional  men,  railroading,  steamboating,  and  alii 
other  kinds  of  business  done  by  individuals,  partnerships,  and  corpon- 
tions;  with  compound  companies'  accounts,  with  mercantile  forms  in  | 
general,  and  an  appropriate  style  of  business  correspondence. 

2.  A  complete  course  of  commercial  calculations — embracing  every 
variety  of  computations  of  practicd  use  in  the  counting  room. 

3.  Practical  penmanship — a  systematic  style  of  beautiful  business 
writing. 

4.  Commercial  law,  applied  to  all  departments  of  trade;  also,  com 
mercial  usajges  and  customs. 

Practieat  Value, — The  practical  value  of  this  education  is  attested 
the  fact  that  graduates  immediately  on  leaving  the  college  coun 
room^  are  called  to  occupy  responsible  stations  m  business  and  recei 
the  highest  salaries. 
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ladies  Commercial  Covrse. — ^The  ladies'  department,  wliich  furnishes 
aB  thorough  and  comjdete  instructions  as  the  gentlemen's,  will  prove  of 
incalculable  value  to  those  seeking  its  instructions.  Already  several 
ladies  have  commenced  the  course,  and  bid  fair  to  form  as  correct  notions 
of  business,  comprehend  as  thoroughly  the  principles  of  book-keeping 
bv  double  entry  and  apply  them  to  practical  purposes,  as  the  most  giftea 
m  the  other  sex. 

The  number  in  attendance  is  about  100,  with  daily  additions. 

Library. — ^The  students  have  free  access  to  the  largest  and  best  selected 
library  in  the  west,  and  a  reading  room  supplied  with  the  choice  details 
of  every  day  life. 

Sessions. — The  college  is  in  continued  session.  Students  can  enter  at 
any  time;  each  student,  being  individually  instructed,  can  advance  as 
rapidly  as  his  ability  will  permit.     Life  scholarship  $50  00. 
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SCHOOL  ARCniTECTUKE. 


Tlie  following  Designs,  Plans,  Specifications,  &c.,  are  borrowed  firom 
tlio  valuable  work  of  James  Johonnot,  ujwn  ^*  Country  School  Ilousea," 
and  were  furnished  this  department  by  Messrs.  Ivison  &  Fhinney,  of 

New  York. 

They  are  inserted  here  with  the  hope  that  they  may  contribute  Bome- 
wliat  to  an  improved  style  of  School  Architecture  throughout  the  State, 
and  elevate  the  public  taste  in  this  important  direction.  For  a  large 
varietv  of  desi<riis  for  School  Ilouties,  with  nmch  other  valuable  infoi^ 
mation  relating  thereto,  8(;hool  officers  and  other  interested  persona,  are 
referred  to  Mr.  Johonnot's  extensive  and  valuable  treatise. 


DESIGN   NO.  I. 

This  is  the  smallest  of  the  series,  and  the  smallest  school-houBe  that 
should  ever  be  erected.     It  is  designed  to  acconmiodate  24  pupils.    By 
adding  3  feet  to  the  length  of  the  building,  space  will  be  afforded  for    j 
another  row  of  desks,  and  the  room  will  accommodate  30  pupils.  j 

i^vy.  2.— Building,  30x24, 13  feet  posts. 

A.  Porch,  4x0. 

B.  Wood-House,  12x12. 
C  C.  Privies,  each  4x4. 

D.  Piissage,  4x12. 

E.  Space  in  front  of  Desks,  7  feet  wide. 
P.  Space  in  rear  of  Desks,  3  feet  wide. 

CtG.  Aisles,  2  feet  wide. 

HH.  Desks,  3  J  ioot  long,  and,  with  Chair,  occupy  3  feet  in  width. 

II.  Recitation  Seat. 
J  J.  Blackboard. 

K.  (^ase  tor  Books  and  Ajiparatus. 

S.  Stove. 

T.  Table. 
YV.  Ventilating  Flues. 
XX.  llailing  sepai-ating  Wood-llouse  from  Passage. 


Bas:i6ir  if?:!. 
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BILL  OP  MATERIALS,&c.,  FOR  DESIGN  NO/.  I. 

ICAm  BUILDING. 
Kasokrt: 

28  perch  of  Stone  Wall  in  under-pinning — Stone,  50.;  Laying,  Sb.  per 

perch $85  00 

500  Bricks  in  chimney — Bricks,  $5  ;  Laying,  $4  per  M 4  50 

160  yards  of  Plastering,  at  Is.  6d.  per  yard 80  00 

GXSPBMTXR  AKD  JoiNSS  WORK  : 

JPVame— 2  Sills 24  ft  long,  10x2—  SOfeet 

2    «*    20  "  10x2—  67" 

4  Posts 18  "  6x6—  166" 

2  Beams 20  "  6x4—  80" 

2  Plates 24  "  6x4—  96" 

87  Floor  Joists 12  "  8x2—  692" 

18  Ceiling  Joists 20  "  6x2—  860  <* 

24  Rafters 14  "  6x8—  420" 

140  Girts,  Studs  and  Braces 13  "  4x2—1,213  "  * 


Total 8,064  ** 

3,064  feet  of  Lumber,  at  $8  per  M 24  51 

Framing  and  Raising  the  same,  at  $7  per  M. ....  21  44 

>  • 

i2oo/— 880  ft.  Roof  Boards,  at  18  perM 6  64 

6,000  Shingles,  at  $8  per  M 18  00 

Labor,  Boarding  and  Shingling,  at  $1  25  per  square 10  88 

500  ft.  Plank,  li  inches  thick,  for  Eave  Cornice,  at  $24  per  M 12  00 

Nails  and  Labor  in  making  the  same,  at  $24  per  M 12  00 

WnlU—l ,  600  ft  Siding,  1^  inches  thick,  planed  and  matched,  at  $18  per  11 ... .  28  80 

Nails  and  putting  on  the  same,  at  $10  per  M 16  00 

1 ,  800  linear  feet  Battens,  dressed  and  laid 18  00 

jFZoor--600  ft.  Flooring,  1^  thick,  planed  and  matched,  at  $18  per  M 10  80 

Nails  and  Labor  in  laying  the  same,  at  $5  per  M 8  00 

WindawB  and  Docra—A  Windows,  Frames,  Sash,  GNss  and  Casings,  each  18 

lights,  8x10  glass,  at  $4  per  window 16  00 

2  Doors,  8x8,  Trimmings  and  Casings,  at  $7  per  door 14  00 

PORCH. 
llisointT: 

4  perch  of  Stone  Wall,  at  $1  25  per  perch 5  00 

20  yards  of  Plastering,  at  Is.  6d.  per  yard 8  76 
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GiSPSirTiR  Aim  Jounu  Work: 

Frmnb—^  Sills 4  ft.  long,  8x2 

1  SiU 6      "        8x2 

a  Posts 10      "        6x4  —  40  " 

4  Joists 6      "        8x2  —  82  " 

20  Studs,  Rafters,  etc 18       "        4x2  —178  « 

Total 268  " 
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268  ft.  Lumber,  at  |8  per  M $2  10 

Fnunlog  the  same,  |8  per  X • • 2  10 

Jtoofand  Tra&— lOOa.  Roof-board8» laid 1  00 

760  Shingles  laid,  and  Kails S  38 

Cornice,  Labor  and  Materials 4  00 

200  ft.  Siding,  1^  inches  thick,  at  $18,  laid 4  50 

120  ft.  Battens,  linear  measure,  laid • 1  20 

Window  and  Door — 1  Window,  12  lights,  complete 8  00 

1  Door,  8x8,  complete f  00 

WOOD-HOUSE. 
Masonry  : 

2  perch  of  Stone  Wall,  in  piers,  at  |l  26 8  IS 

Carpbntkr  and  Joinib  Work: 

Frame— Z  Sills 12  ft.  long,  6x6^108  feet. 

2  Plates 12  "  6x6—  72  " 

2  Posts 10  "  6x4—40  «* 

8  Girte  and  Braces 18  "  4x2—69  " 

80  Studs 10  "  4x2—200  " 

12  Rafters 8J  «*  5x8—127  " 

4  Joists 12  •«  6x4—96  " 

Total 712    «* 

712  ft.  Lumber,  at  $8  per  M 5  69 

Framing  and  Raising  the  same,  at  $8  per  M. 5  69 

Jtoof—Zie  ft.  Roof  Boards,  at  $8  per  M 1  72 

1,500  Shingles,  at  $8  per  M 4  50 

Boarding  and  Shingling,  at  $1  25  per  square 2  70 

Cornice,  Labor  and  Materials 9  00 

Walh  and  JToor— 400  ft.  Siding,  U  inches  thick,  at  $18  per  M 7  20 

Nails,  and  putting  on  the  same,  at  $10  per  M 400 

800  ft.  Battens,  linear  measure,  laid 8  00 

100  a  Plank,  2  ft.  thick,  for  Platform  Floor,  laid 1  24 

Winiowand  Doore—\  Window,  12  ligh  to 8  00 

8  Doors,  7x2.8,  at  $6 18  00 

PRIVY. 
Masonry  : 

18  yards  Excaration,  at  20  cento  per  yard $8  60 

18  Perch  of  Stone  Wall,  at  $1  26 16  26 

28  yards  of  Lath  and  Plaster,  at  Is.  6d.  per  yard 4  81 

Carpentir  and  Joinxr  Wobk  : 

Frame,  Roof  and  WalU—\A  Sills,  Joisto  and  Studs,  8ft.  long  . .  .6x4—^24  feet 

16  Studs,  Braces  and  Rafters,  12  ft.  long 4x2—128     *« 

— ^    ** 

Totol 862    " 
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862fl.  Lumber,  at  $S. 2  81 

Framng,  etc 2  81 

180  ft  Roof  Boards,  laid 1  60 

1,000  Shingles,  Laid 4  00 

Cornice,  Labor  and  Material 4  00 

260  ft.  of  mding,  at  $18  per  M 4  60 

Laying  the  same 1  00 

200  ft.  Battens,  laid 2  00 

Window  and  Boon,  etc. — 2  Windows,  4  lights  each,  at  $2  60 6  00 

2  Doors,  7x2.4,  at  $5 10  00 

Floor  and  Inside  Finish 2  60 

SUMMARY. 

Main  Building $276  07 

Porch 87  08 

Wood-House 89  60 

Privy 64  28 

Total $488  88 
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SPECIFICATIONS. 

Excavations. — Trenches  are  to  be  dug  for  the  foundation  walls  of 
sufficient  depth  to  commence  the  walls  below  the  action  of  the  frost 
The  privy  vault  is  to  be  six  feet  deep.  All  the  earth  is  to  be  properly 
graded  around  the  foundation  walls. 

Foundation  Walls. — The  foundation  walls  are  all  to  be  built  of  good 
wall  stone,  well  laid  in  good  lime  and  sand  mortar.  AJl  walls  are  to  be 
commenced  below  the  action  of  frost,  are  to  be  1^  feet  thick,  and  are  to 
show  li  feet  above  the  grade.  The  walls  are  to  be  built  to  the  size  of 
the  frame,  so  that  all  the  sills  of  the  frame  shall  be  flush  with  the  ou^ 
side  of  the  finished  walls.  One  wall  is  to  be  built  across  the  centre  of 
the  building  for  the  joists  to  rest  upon.  The  privy  wall  is  to  be  laid  in 
cement,  and  plastered  with  the  same  inside. 

Fbame. — ^Tlie  framing  timber  must  be  all  sound  and  straight.  All  the 
sills  are  to  be  bedded  in  mortar  when  placed  upon  the  walls.  All  the 
timber  designed  for  lath  are  to  be  placed  16  inches  from  centre  to  cen- 
tre; the  floor-joists  20  inches  from  centre  to  centre;  and  the  rafters  not 
above  three  feet  from  centre  to  centre.  The  ceiling-joists  are  to  be  sup- 
ported in  the  centre  by  stay-laths  attached  to  the  rafters. 

Siding. — The  frame  is  to  be  covered  with  pine  boards,  IJ  inches 
thick,  planed  and  matched.  The  boards  are  not  to  exceed  one  foot  in 
width.  Each  joint,  and  the  comers  of  the  building,  are  to  be  battened 
with  battens,  and  nailed  to  tlie  sills,  plates,  and  each  girt  with  one  large 
nail  through  the  centre  of  the  batten  and  through  the  joint  of  the  boards. 

Roofs. — The  roofs  are  all  to  be  boarded  with  sound  hemlock  boards, 
laid  with  close  joints,  and  well  nailed.  .  They  are  to  be  shingled  with 
good,  sound  shingles,  laid  in  courses  showing  6^  inches  to  the  weather, 
or  in  the  same  proportion  if  the  shingles  are  over  18  inches  in  length. 
The  ridges  of  the  roof  are  to  be  finished  with  saddle-boards  6  inches 
wide,  well  nailed  on. 

Cornices. — The  ends  of  the  rafters  are  to  be  planed  up  to  the  plate, 
and  covered  with  matched  plank,  planed  on  the  under  side,  and  let  into 
the  rafters  the  thickness  of  the  plank. 

Windows  and  Doors. — The  windows  in  the  school-room  are  to  have 
18  lights  of  8x10  glass  each ;  those  of  the  porch  and  wood-house,  12 
lights  each;  and  those  of  the  privy,  4  lights  each.  All  the  sash  is  to  be 
1 J  inches  thick.  The  glass  is  to  be  equal  to  the  best  cylinder  glass,  and 
is  to  be  bedded  and  back-puttied,  and  the  sash  drawn.    The  front  door, 
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and  the  doors  opening  into  the  school-room,  are  to  be  8x3  feet  in  size 
and  If  inches  thick.  The  doors  to  the  wood-house  are  to  be  7x2  8, 
and  IJ  inches  thick;  and  those  to  the  privy,  7x2  4,  and  IJ  inches 
thick.  The  larger  doors  are  to  be  hung  with  three  butts  each;  and  all 
the  others  with  two  butts  each.  The  front  door  is  to  be  furnished  with 
a  good  rim-lock;  all  other  outside  doors,  with  bolts  on  the  inside,  and 
the  passage  doors,  with  mortice  latches.  All  the  locks  and  latches  are 
to  be  furnished  with  mineral  knobs. 

Floors. — The  floors  are  all  to  be  laid  of  good,  sound,  planed  and 
matched  flooring,  well  blind-nailed,  each  plank  to  each  joist.  No  floor- 
plank  is  to  be  used  that  is  over  10  inches  in  width. 

Steps. — Good  steps,  made  of  wood,  are  to  be  made  and  set  at  the 
front  door,  wood-house  and  privy  doors;  also  such  as  may  be  required 
are  to  be  made  and  set  between  the  school-room  and  wood-house. 

Chimneys. — The  chinmeys  are  to  be  built  of  weU  burned  brick,  and 
to  be  built  so  as  to  receive  the  smoke-pipes  at  least  16  inches  below  the 
ceiUngs.  Iron  thimbles  are  to  be  laid  in  the  chimney  to  receive  the 
stove  or  smoke-pipe. 

Ventilation. — Ventilating  flues  are  to  be  made  and  placed  in  the 
walls.  The  two  flues  are  to  unite  in  the  garret,  and  to  open  into  the 
ventilating  top.  These  flues  are  to  be  made  perfectly  tight,  with  no 
openings  except  through  the  registers,  and  at  the  top.  Two  registers 
are  to  be  placed  in  each  of  the  flues,  one  at  the  base,  and  one  just  below 
the  ceiling  of  the  room. 

Ceiling. — The  i>orch,  school-room,  and  back  entry-way  are  to  be 
ceiled  with  narrow,  planed  and  matched  boards,  laid  vertically.  The 
strips  are  to  be  placed  on  the  walls  around  the  inside  of  the  porch,  upon 
which  are  to  be  put  wardrobe-hooks,  ten  inches  apart. 

Plastebino. — The  plastering  is  to  be  made  of  three  coat«  of  good 
mortar,  made  of  new  lime  and  clean  sand-  It  is  to  be  even  and  level 
on  the  face,  and  in  every  respect  put  on  in  a  workman-like  manner. 

Painting. — The  paint  is  all  to  be  made  of  pure  lead  and  linseed-oil, 
with  only  coloring  enough  to  give  it  the  desired  shade.  AU  the  wood- 
work that  requires  painting  to  have  three  good  coats  of  paint. 
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DESIGN  NO.  II. 


■  This  18  the  second  of  the  series  of  cheap  houses  of  wood,  and  is 
designed  to  accommodate  forty  pupils.  By  adding  three  feet  to  the 
length  of  the  building,  room  will  be  afforded  for  an  additional  row  of 
seats,  and  the  room  will  accommodate  forty-eight  pupils.  A  building 
of  this  size  is  probably  adapted  to  a  greater  number  of  our  county  dis- 
tricts than  any  other.  The  present  school-houses,  in  a  majority  of  the 
districts,  have  cost  nearly  or  quite  as  much  as  the  one  here  given,  and 
yet  they  are  vastly  inferior  to  it  in  every  element  of  beauty  and  com- 
fort. We  here  have  the  double  porch,  affording  ample  room  for  entrances 
and  clothes-rooms;  a  school-room  sufficiently  large  to  give  a  plenti- 
ful supply  of  pure  air;  everything  necessary  to  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  pupils;  and  a  building,  witiout  pretension,  that  is  really  an  oma* 
ment  to  the  landscape  and  an  honor  to  the  district 


PLAN  OF  DESIGN  NO.  II. 

Fig.  10.— Main  Building,  30x24,  13  feet  posts. 

A  A.  Double  Porch,  16x6. 
B.  Wood-House,  16x12. 
C  C.  Privies,  each  4x4. 

D.  Passage,  16x4. 

E.  Space  in  front  of  Desks,  10  feet  wide, 
r.  Space  in  rear  of  Desks,  3  feet  wide. 

G  G.  Aisles,  2  feet  wide.  ^ 

L  L.  Aisles,  1^  feet  wide. 
H  H.  Desks,  3^  feet  long. 

II.  Recitation  Seats. 

JJ.  Blackboards. 

K.  Case  for  Books  and  Apparatus. 
8.  Stove. 

T.  Table. 
V  V.  Ventilators. 
X  X.  Hailing. 

DETAILS   OF  BUILDING. 

All  the  details  of  building  and  finish  in  this  design  are  like  those  of 
JDesign  No.  I. 
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BILL  OP  MATERIALS,  &c.,  FOR  DESIGN  NO.  II, 

MAIN  BUILDING  AND  PORCH. 
Masonst: 

28  yards  of  ExcavatioD,  at  20  cents  per  yard $4  60 

87  Perch  of  Stone  Wall,  at  |1  26  per  perch 46  2S 

600  Brick  for  Chimney,  laid,  at  $9  per  M 4  60 

250  yards  of  Plastering,  at  Is.  6d.  per  yard 46  87 

CULPINTIR  AKD  JoiNBB  WoRK  : 

jFVome— 2  Sills 80  ft.  long,  10x2  —  100  feet 

2    "     24  "  10x2—    80    " 

2  Plates 80  "  6x4  —  120 

2  Beams 24  "  6x1  .    96 

4  Posts 18  "  6x6  —  166 

184  Studs,  etc 18  "  4x2  —1162     " 

86  Joists 16  "  10x2  —  900     " 

23  Ceiling  Joists 24  "  6x2  —  662     " 

82  Rafters 17  "  6x8—680    " 

48  Collar  Beams 7  **  6x1^—  210 


tt 


4( 


Frame  of  Porchr-l  SUl 16  "  6x6  —    48 

2  Sills 6  "  8x2—     16 

4  Joists 16  "  6x4  —  128 

1  Beam 16  "  6x4—    82 

2  Plates 6  "  6x4—    24 

8  Rafters 12  "  6x8  —  120 

22  Studs,  etc 10  "  4x2  —  147 

6  Posts,  for  corners  and  doors 10  **  6x4  —  120 


14 

It 

«i 

« 

I( 

(( 

I( 

(I 
ii 
(( 


Total 4,691 

4,691  feet  of  Lumber,  at  |8  per  M 87  62 

Framing  and  Raising  the  same,  at  |7  per  M 82  88 

i2oo/«— 1,200  Roof  Boards,  at  $8  per  M 9  60 

9,600  Shingles,  at  |8  per  M 28  60 

Boarding  and  Shingling,  Labor  and  Nails,  at  $1  26  per  square 16  26 

720  ft.  Plank,  1^  thick,  for  Cornice,  at  $24  per  M 17  28 

Nails,  and  Labor  in  making  the  same,  at  $24  per  M 17  28 

TTaZ^^— 2, 875  ft  Siding,  U  thick,  planed  and  matched,  at  $18  per  M. 42  76 

Nails,  and  Labor  in  laying  the  same,  at  $10  per  M 28  76 

1,580  linear  feet  Battens,  laid,  at  $10per  M 16  80 

Floors,  etc. — 1 ,  128  ft.  Flooring,  1^  thick,  planed  and  matched,  and  $18  per  M. . .  20  80 

Nails,  and  Labor  in  laying  the  same,  at  $6  per  M 6  64 

570  feet  Wainscoting,  planed  and  matched,  at  $18  per  M 10  26 

Nails,  and  Labor  in  laying  the  same,  at  10  per  M 6  70 

Windotes  and  Doors — 6  Windows,  18  lights  each,  8x10  glass,  frames,  sash,  glass 

and  casings  complete,  at  $4 $24  00 

2  Windows  for  head-lights,  8  lights  complete,  at  $2  60. 6  00 

6  Doors,  8x8,  frames  and  castings  complete,  at  $7 86  00 
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WOOD-HOUSE. 

MAtONRT: 

4  perch  of  Stone  for  Piers,  at  |l  25 6  00 

ClBPENTCR  AND  JoiXKR  WORK: 

Fratfie—l  Sill .16  ft  long,  6x6—  48  feet. 

2  Sillfl 12     "  6x6—  72     " 

4  Joists 16     "  6x4—128     " 

1  Beam 16     "  6x4—  32    " 

2  Plates 12     "  6x4—  48 


4( 


»<  A-w^A 10A       tt 


6  Posts 10  "  6x4—120 

4  Joists 16  "  6x2—  64 

40  Stud8,etc 10  *'  4x2—267 

16  Rafters 12  **  6x3—240 


41 
« 

4C 


Total 1,01» 

1,019  ft.  Lumber,  at  $8  per  M 8  16 

Framing  and  Raising  the  same,  at  |7  per  M 7  18 

i?oo/— 476  ft  Roof  Boards,  nt  $8  per  M 8  80 

8,000  Shingles,  at  |3  per  M 9  00 

Boarding  and  Shingling,  at  |1  26  per  square 6  98 

200  ft.  Plank,  li  thick,  for  cornice,  at|24per  M 4  80 

Nails  and  Labor  upon  same 4  80 

Walls— HQO  ft  Siding,  1^  thick,  planed  and  matched,  at  |18  per  M 9  00 

Nails  and  Labor  in  laying  the  same,  at  |10  per  M 5  00 

850  linear  feet  Battens,  laid,  at  |10  per  M 8  50 

JFToor,  etc, — 128  ft.  Flooring,  planed  and  matched,  at  |18  per  M 8  80 

Laying  the  same 64 

126  ft.  Boflrds  for  wninscot,  at  |18  por  M 2  25 

Laying  the  same,  at  1^10  per  M 1  26 

Wirulow  and  Doors — 1  Window,  12  lights,  frames  and  finish,  $3 8  00 

3  Doors,  7x2.8,  frames,  casings  and  trimmings,  |6 18  00 

SUMMARY.  * 

Main  Building  and  Porch $449  68 

Wood-House 98  55 

Privy,  as  in  Design  No.  1 64  28 


Total 1607  61 


SPECIFICATIONS. 

The  specifications  for  this  design  are  the  same  as  for  Design  No.  L 


Fig.l2. 


« 
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DESIGN  NQ.  III. 


bhird  of  the  series,  and  is  designed  to  accommodate  sixty 
pupils.  By  adding  three  feet  to  the  length  of  the  building,  seventy 
pupils  can  be  accommodated.  The  general  features  of  this  design  are 
similar  to  the  preceding  numbers  of  the  series,  except  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  back  entry-ways.  As  the  pupils  increase  in  number,  lie 
greater  becomes  the  necessity  of  providing  means  for  the  entire  separa- 
tion of  the  sexes,  except  in  the  school-room.  In  this  design  the  entry- 
way  is  separated  from  the  wood-room,  and  divided  into  two  parts  by 
partitions,  so  that  the  two  yards  are  entirely  separated.  The  outer  door 
of  the  wood-room  opens  into  the  boys'  yard,  and  the  inner  door  into 
the  boys'  hall.  This  arrangement  will  save  the  teacher  much  trouble, 
and  will  put  an  end  entirely  to  many  of  the  objections  which  have  been 
urged  against  the  education  of  the  sexes  together. 


PLAN  OP  DESIGN  NO.  III. 

Fiff.  12.— Main  Building,  33x30. 

3>ar  Building,  18x14. 

J  .A.  Double  Porch,  18x18. 

B.  Wood-Koom,  18x8. 
DD.  Back  Entry-Ways,  each  9x6. 

E.  Space  in  front  of  the  Desks,  10  feet  wide. 

F.  Space  in  rear  of  the  Desks,  3  feet  wide. 
GG.  Aisles,  2^  feet  wide. 

Li  L.  Aisles,  li  feet  wide. 
HH.  Desks,  3^  feet  long. 

n.  Recitation  Seat. 

JJ.  Blackboards. 

K.  Case  for  Books  and  Apparatus. 

S.  Stove. 

T.  Table. 
W.  Ventilators. 

DETAILS   OF  BUILDING. 

The  details  of  building  and  finish  in  this  design  v©  the  same  as  in 
Design  No.  I. 
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BILL  OP    MATERIALS,  Ac,  FOR  DESIGN  NO.  ni. 

MAIN  BUILDING. 
Masonry  : 

21  yardB  of  Excavation,  at  20  cents $4  20 

46  perch  of  Stone  Wall,  at  $1  25 66  25 

600  Bricks,  in  chimney,  laid,  at  610  per  M 6  00 

216  yards  Lathing  and  Plaatering,  at  20  cents 43  SO 

Garpentkb  and  Joinkb  Work: 

Frame— %  Sills 8S  ft  long,  10x2  «  110  feek 

2     "   80  "  10x2  —  100  " 

4  Posts 14  "  6x6  —  168  «« 

2  Beams 80  "  6x4  =  120  « 

48  Joists 16  "  10x2  —1200  " 

25  Collar  Beams 80  *<  6x2  —  760  ^ 

84  Rafters 20  "  6x8  —  850  " 

200  Studs 14  "  4x2  =1867  " 

60  Braces  for  Collar  Beams 8  **  6x1^  260  << 


Total 6,547     *• 

6, 647  ft  Lumber,  at  |8  per  M 44  87 

Framing  and  Raising  the  same,  at  $6  per  M 83  28 

/2oo/— 1,600  ft  Roof  Boards,  at  |8  per  M 12  00 

11,000  Shingles,  at  83  per  M 83  00 

Nails,  Boarding  and  Shingling 18  75 

600  ft  Plank,  1^  thick,  for  cornice,  at  |24  per  M 14  40 

Labor  in  making  the  same,  at  $24  per  M 14  40 

Walk — 2,200  ft.  Siding,  1^  thick,  planed  and  matched,  at  $18  per  M 89  60 

Nails  and  Labor  in  laying  the  same,  at  $10  per  M 22  00 

1 ,  400  linear  feet  Battens,  dressed  and  laid,  at  $10  per  M 14  00 

Floors^  etc. — 1,400  ft.  Flooring,  1^  thick,  planed  and  matched,  at  $18  per  M. . . .  25  20 

Nails  and  Labor  in  laying  the  same,  at  $5  per  M 7  50 

600  ft  Wainscoting,  dressed  and  laid 18  00 

Windows  and  Doors — 6  Windows,  frames,  sash,  glass  and  casings  complete,  at 

$4perM 24  00 

4  Doors,  8x8,  complete,  at  $7 28  00 

PORCH. 
Hasonrt: 

6  yards  Excayation,  at  20  cents  per  yard 1  20 

6  Perch  of  Stone  Wall,  at  $1  26  per  perch 6  25 

80  yards  Lathing  and  Plastering,  at  20  cents  per  yard 16  00 
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Cakphtteb  and  Joinkk  Work  : 

Frame— I  Sill 18  ft.  long,  6x6—  54  feet. 

2  Silla 9  "  6x6»  64  *• 

12  Jo'wte 9  "  6x4^216  " 

2  Beams 18  "  6x6=.108  " 

2  Plates 9  "  6x6=  64  " 

12  Ceiling  Joists 9  "  6x2=108  " 

4  Posts 10  "  6x4=80  " 

8  Studs - 10    **  .     4x4=107  " 

20     "      10  "  4x2=183  " 

12  Rafter? 13  *«  6x8=195  " 


Total 1,109     " 

1,109  ft.  of  Lumber,  at  $8  per  M |8  87 

Framing  and  Raising  the  same,  at  |6  per  M 6  65 

jRoo/— 260  ft.  Roof  Boards,  at  |S  per  M 2  08 

1,600  Shingles,  at  |3  per  M 4  80 

Boarding  and  Shingling ^ 8  26 

230  ft.  Plank,  1^  thick,  at  $24  per  M 6  62 

Nails  and  Labor  in  making  the  same •• 6  62 

IFbaj— 425  ft.  Siding,  li  thick,  at  $18  per  M 1  65 

Nails  and  Labor  in  laving  the  same,  at  $10  per  M 4  25 

400  ft.  Battens,  laid,  at  $10  per  M 4  00 

JFToort,  efc.— 160  ft.  Flooring,  at  $18  peril 2  88 

Nails  and  Labor,  at  $5  per  M 80 

160  ft.  Wainscoting,  at  $18  per  M 2  88 

Nails  and  Labor,  at  $10 1  60 

J}oort  and  JVindowi — 2  Doors,  frames  and  casings  complete,  at  $7 14  00 

2  Windows,  fram  )e  and  glass  complete,  at  $3 6  00 

Frovt-door  Steps,  Materials  and  Labor 2  00 

♦  WOOD-HOUSE. 

Kasohrt: 

6    jards  Excavatiir,  at  20  cents  per  jard 1  20 

4^  perch  Stone  Wall,  in  stone  piers,  at  $1  25  per  perch 6  62 

60    yards  Lathing  and  Plastering,  at  20  cents  per  yard 12  CO 

Carpxntxb  axd  Joiner  Work: 

Fratne—2,  Sills r 18  ft  long,  6x6=108  feet. 

2     "    14 

1  Sill 7 

8  Floor  JoiPta 9 

8  Ceiling  Joists 9 

2  B^anis 18 

1  Beam 7 

2  Plates 14 

6  Posts 10 

10  Studs  for  Doors,  etc 10 

8     "       ,,,.10    « 

—31 


it 

6x6=  84 

ti 

6x6=  21 

iC 

6x4=144 

u 

6x2=?  72 

li 

6x6=108 

»i 

6x6=  21 

(( 

6x6—  84 

u 

6x4—120 

<( 

4x4=133 

<c 

4x2=  68 

II 

«( 
it 
It 
It 
II 
It 
It 
cc 
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5  Girte 18  ft.  long,  ix2»-  86  feet 

6  "      U    "  4x2=»  ft6     " 

22  Rafters 18    "  6x8=357    " 


Total 

ltZ9l  ft  Lumber,  at  |8  per  II 

Framing  and  Kaislng  the  same,  at  |6  per  M, 


1,897 


«( 


72oo/— 416  ft.  Roof  Boards,  at  $8  per  M 

2, 600  Shingles,  at  $8  per  M 

Boarding  and  Shingling 

800  ft.  Plank,  1^  thick,  planed  and  matched  for  cornice,  at  $24  per  M. . . 


Nails  and  Labor  in  making  the  same. 


WalU-^20  a  Siding,  U  thick,  planed  and  matched,  at  $18  per  H. 

Nails  and  Labor  in  laying  the  same,  at  $10  per  M 

600  ft.  Battens,  linear  measure,  laid,  at  $10  per  M 


Floor$j  «te. — 186  ft.  matched  Flooring,  at  $18  per  M 

Nails,  and  laying  the  same,  at  $5  per  M 

144  ft.  Wainscoting,  at  $18  per  M 

Labor  and  Nails  in  laying  the  same,  at  $10  per  M. 


J)oor»-€tnd  Windows — 8  Doors,  frames  and  casings  complete,  at  $6. 
1  Window,  complete 


$11  17 

8  88 

8  88 

7  60 

5  20 

7  20 

7  20 

11  16 

6  20 

6  00 

2  43 

67 

2  69 

1  44 

18  00 

8  00 

SUMMARY. 

MainBuUding $458  15 

Porch 106  20 

Wood-House 120  20 

Privy,  as  in  Design  No.  1 64  28 

Total $748  83 


SPECIFICATIONS. 


The  specifications  for  this  design  are  the  same  bs  for  Design  No.  L 


DESIGN    NO.   VI. 


In  plan  and  general  arrangement,  this  design  is  like  Dcsiffn  No.  11. 
For  plan,  eee  fig.  10.  The  blankness  of  the  walls  of  this  building  lias 
been  relieved  by  pilasters,  and  a  cujwla  has  been  added  for  a  bell-tower. 
This  cnpola  may  be  k'ft  off.  if  the  builder  cluxises.  The  ventilating 
flncB  here  are  carried  up  with  the  walls  of  the  cupola. 


ScGGESTioxB. — A  cupola,  Bimilar  to  the  one  given  in  this  design,  may 
be  added  to  either  of  the  cheap  designs  at  a  very  trifling  expense.  It 
adds  much  t«  the  beauty  of  the  building,  and,  more  than  any  other  one 
tiling,  ia  a  distinctive  feature  of  school  architecture.  The  cupola  shonld 
never  be  built  eo  as  to  appear  as  a  mere  appendage  to  the  root!  but  it 
^hoidd  rest  upon  supports,  which  visibly  extend  to  tlie  ground.  Besides 
the  improvement  to  the  appearance  of  tlie  building,  the  cupola  forma  a 
tower  for  a  bell ;  aud  a  bell  should  be  considered  an  indispensable  article 
of  apparatus  fur  every  sehool-houac.  By  means  of  a  bell,  which  can  be 
heard  at  a  distance,  a  much  greater  promptness  in  the  attendance  of 
pupils  can  be  seciu-ed  than  in  any  other  manner. 
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BILL  OF  MATERIALS,  &c.,  FOR  DESIG  N  NO.  VI 


MAIN  BUILDING  AND  PORCH. 
Masonry  : 

28  yards  Excavation,  at  20  cents  per  yard $4  60 

87  perch  of  Stone  Wall,  at  $1  26  per  perch 46  25 

21,600  Brick,  laid,  at  |8  per  M 172  00 

90  yardtf  Lathing  and  Plastering,  at  Is.  6d.  per  yard 16  87 

138     "      Plastering  on  brick  walls,  at  10  cents  per  yard 13  80 

Cut  Stone— 2  Front-door  Sills,  4x16 4  00 

2  Front-door  Caps,  4x8 3  00 

6  Window-Sills,   8.8x8 6  00 

6        "        Caps,  8.4x8 6  00 

6        "        Sills,  2x7 1  60 

2        "        Caps,2x7 160 

ClRPXXTER  IND  JOIKKR  WoRK : 

Frame — 86  Joists 15  ft  long,  10x2  »900  feet 

28  CeiUng  Joists 24  **  6x2  »552 

48  Collar  Beams 7  **  6xli=»<10 

82  Rafters 17  ♦*  6x8 -«680  " 

Frame  •/ JP&rehr-4  Joists 16  "  10x2  «107  '* 

4  Beams 16  "  6x2  —  64  " 

8  Rafters 12  "  6x8=120  " 


it 


Total 2,683 

2,638  ft.  Lmnber,  at  $8  per  M 21  06 

Framing  and  Raising  the  same,  at  |6  per  M 16  79 

iSoo/— 1,200  ft.  Roof  Boards,  at  18  per  M 9  60 

9,600  Shingles,  at  |8  per  M 28  60 

Nails  and  Labor,  Boarding  and  Shingling 16  00 

700  ft  Plank,  1^  thick,  for  cornice,  at  |24  per  M 16  80 

Nails  and  Labor  in  making  the  same 16  80 

Floan^  €^c.-*128  ft.  Flooring,  1^  thick,  planed  and  matched,  at  $18  per  M 20  SO 

Nails  and  Labor  in  laying  the  same,  at  $6  per  M 6  62 

670  ft.  Wainscoting,  laid 22  80 

Windows  and  Doors — 6  Windows,  sash,  glass  and  frames,  at  $5 SO  00 

2  Windows,  sash,  glass  and  frames  for  porch,  at  $3 6  00 

6  Doors  and  Frames,  complete,  8x3,  at  $7 35  00 


WOOD-HOUSE. 


M805RT  : 


7  yards  Excayation,  at  20  cents  per  yard 1  40 

10  perch  of  Stone  Wall,  at  |1  26  per  perch 12  60 

6,000  Brick,  laid,  at  |8  per  M 48  00 

1  cut-stone  Window-Sill,  3x8 1  00 

1         "        Window-Cap,  8x8 1  00 

30  yards  Plastering  on  brick  wall^  at  10  cents  per  yard 8  00 


335 

Carpentkr  and  Joiner  Work: 

Irame — i  Joists 16  ft.  long,  10x2=107  feet 

4  Beams 16     "  6x2=64  " 

16  Rafters 12     **  6x8=240  " 

8Platcg,etc 12     "  6x2=96  " 

Total.. ^ 607  " 


607  ft.  Lumber,  at  $8  per  M 

Framing  and  Raising  the  same,  at  $0  per  M, 


iioo/— 475  ft  Roof  Boards 

3,0<)0  Shingles 

Boarding  and  Shingling 

Cornice,  Labor,  and  Materials..... 

Whtdotcs,  DoorSf  etc. — 1  Window,  complete 

8  Doors,  complete,  each  7x2.8. . . . 

126  ft  Wainscoting 

128  ft  Flooring,  laid 


PRIVY. 
Masonry: 

18  yards  Excayation,  at  20  cents  per  yard c 

12  Perch  of  Stone  Wall,  at  ^l  25  per  perch 

2,800  Brick,  at  88  per  M 

4>  yards  Lathing  and  Plastering,  at  Is.  6d.  per  yard 

12     '*      Plastering  on  brick  walls,  at  ten  cents  per  yard. 

2  cut-stone  Door-Gaps,  8x8. 

2         **  Door-SUls,  8x16 

2         "  Window-Caps,  2x8 

2        "  Window-Sills,  2x8 


f  4  05 

8  04 

8  80 

9  00 

6  98 

10  00 

4  00 

12  00 

6  00 

2  60 

8  60 

16  00 

22  40 

76 

1  20 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

Carprmtkr  and  Joiner  Work: 

Frame  and  Roof— IB  Joists  and  Rafters,  10  ft.  long 4x2*=120  feet 

120  ft.  Lumber,  framed  and  raised 

1 30  ft  Roof  Boards,  laid 

1,000  Shingles,  laid 

Cornice,  Labor  and  Materials 


Doortf  Window^  etc. — 2  Doors,  complete,  7x2.4,  at  $6, 
2  Windows,  complete,  4  lights  each,  at  $3. 
60  ft.  Flooring,  laid 


1  60 

1  60 

4  00 

4  00 

12  00 

6  00 

1  00 

SUMMARY. 

Main  Building  and  Porch $518  79 

Wood-House 126  22 

Privy 80  96 

Total.*. 1726  90 
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SPECIFICATIONS 


ExoATATioN. — Trenches  are  to  be  dug  of  suflSeient  depth  to  commence 
the  wails  below  the  action  of  frost.  The  privy  vault  is  to  be  six  feet 
deep.  All  the  earth  is  to  be  properly  leveled  and  graded  around  and 
from  the  walls  when  the  walls  are  finished. 

Foundation  "Walls. — The  foundation  walls  are  all  to  be  built  of  good 
wall  stone,  and  well  laid  in  good  mortar  made  of  fresh-burned  lime  and 
dean  sand.  The  walls'  are  all  to  commence  below  the  action  of  frost, 
and  are  to  have  a  footing-course  under  them  at  least  20  inches  wide  and 
12  inches  thick,  laid  with  care  and  well  grouted.  All  the  walls  are  to 
show  18  inches  of  facia  above  the  grade.  The  faced  walls  are  to  pro- 
ject 3  inches,  and  are  to  be  covered  with  a  cut-stone  water-table,  set  flush 
with  the  stone  walls  so  as  to  receive  the  brick  walls  and  pilasters. 

Brick  Walls. — The  brick  walls  are  all  to  be  built  of  well-burned 
brick  laid  in  good  mortar,  made  of  fresh-burned  lime  and  clean 
sand.  All  the  outside  walls  are  to  be  finished  with  flush  face  and 
struck  joints.  The  gable-end  walls  are  to  be  eight-inch  solid  walls. 
The  walls  are  to  be  built  sufiiciently  high  to  leave  the  school-room  13 
feet  high  in  the  clear,  and  the  porch  and  wood-house  9  feet  in  the  clear. 

Chimneys. — ^The  flues  are  to  be  smoothly  plastered.  An  iron  thimble 
is  to  be  set  in  the  chimney  at  least  16  inches  below  the  ceiling  to  receive 
the  smoke-pipe. 

Ventilation. — ^Yentilating  flues  are  to  be  carried  up  with  the  walls  * 
and  plastered.     They  are  to  unite  in  one  in  the  attic,  and  open  into  a 
wooden  ventilating  top. 

Roofs. — Tlie  roofs  are  to  be  boarded  and  shingled,  as  specified  in 
Design  No.  I. 

Cornice. — The  roof-boards  are  to  project  over  the  gable-end  walls  the 
same  distance  that  the  rafters  project  over  the  side  walls  and  are  to  be 
furnished  with  furring  the  same  size  as  the  rafters.  The  furring  and 
rafters  are  to  be  ceiled  on  the  under  side  with  planed  and  matched 
boards,  and  the  other  members  of  the  cornice  put  on  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. 

Doors. — The  outside  and  inside  doors  are  to  be  of  the  thickness,  and 
huDg  and  trimmed,  as  speci^cid  m  Design  No.  I. 
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Windows. — ^The  windows  are  to  be  made  with  circular  heads.  The 
materials  and  work  in  sash  and  glass  are  to  be  as  specified  for  Design 
No.  I. 

Inside  Finish. — Tlie  joists,  rafters,  studs,  and  all  other  timbering; 
the  floors,  ceilings,  and  all  other  wood- work,  a^e  to  be  made,  finished 
and  painted,  as  specified  for  Design  No.  I.  The  plastering  upon  the 
brick  walls  is  to  be  of  two  coats ;  the  finish  and  the  plastering  upon  the 
ceiling  to  bo  as  specified  in  Design  No.  I.  The  outside  steps,  door-sills, 
window-sills,  and  water-table,  are  to  be  of  cut  stone. 


The  pliiii  of  the  fKllnwinij;  bniMiiif;  vrai^  furnished  by  "W.  Chase  A 
Son,  Batt'ald,  Now  York.  It  is  well  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  vjllaires 
and  smaller  towna  in  tlie  State,  wliore  I'liion  Graded  Scliools  are  estal- 
li  tilled. 


The  main  part  is  43  liy  SS  ftet.     I'ltst  flour  is  seated  nith  CO  double 
desks  and  chairs.     This  apartment  in  entered  fi-om  the  front  hy  a  vesti- 


bole,  9  hj  18  feet,  with  a  large  cloak  room  on  each  side.  The  second 
stor;  is  entered  hy  a  Bide  door,  thus  giving  each  department  a  separate 
entrace. 

The  second  story  of  the  front  part  is  used  for  a  Grammar  School,  and 
is  Beated  with  99  single  desks  and  chairs. 

The  rear  part,  30  by  40  feet,  is  tor  recitation  rooms  for  the  Intermedin 
ate  and  Grammar  departments,  and  First  and  Second  Primaiy. 

The  first  floor  is  tor  the  First  Primary,  and  is  seated  with  primkry 
'chairs.  The  second  story  is  for  the  Second  Primary,  and  seated  with 
double  combination  desks  and  s^ats. 


SEOOin)  7I.O0B. 


HBflT  FLOOS. 
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Tliis  st  jle  of  Scliool  Desks,  with  a  seat  attached,  has  been  extensively 
introduced  into  villftgee  and  coantrj  districte  in  Rhode  I^and,  Connec- 
ticut, and  other  States,  and  is  used  in  the  State  Normal  Scliool  of  Con- 
necticut.   It  ifi  not  called  the  heat  seat,  but  is  the  chea^peit  good  one. 


The  end  pieces  are  cast  iron,  and  the  wood  work  is  attached  by  screws. 
The  desks  are  made  for  one  or  two  scholars,  and  of  eight  sizes,  giving 
seats  from  ten  inches  to  seventeen,  and  desks  at  the  edge  next  the  scholar, 
from  sev(  nteen  to  twenty-six  inches  from  the  floor. 

Casting  s  for  this  desk  are  sold  separately  if  wished. 

This  Seat  costs  $4,  and  may  he  procured  of  Mr.  Gto.  Sherwood, 
Agebt  for  sale  of  School  furniture,  Chicago. 


> 

Explanation. — Boys  entrance  marked  (A.)  Girls  entrance  (C.) 
Teachers  retiring  room  and  libr^,  which  may  also  be  used  as  a  redta- 
tion  room  (B.)  Teachers  stand  (D.)  Recitation  Seats  (E.)  Aisles  for 
arranging  whole  school  (F.)  Desk  (G.)  Seat  (H.)  Portable  recitation 
Seats  in  front  of  Teacher's  Stand,  may  be  removed  when  not  in  use. 


SCHOOL  FUBNITUEE. 


The  accompanying  representationa  of  approved  styles  of  school  fiinii- 
re  were  fiimiBhed  this  department  hj  W,  Chase  &  Son,  Buffalo,  New 
ork,  who  manufacture  the  same. 


Price— •!  80. 

BASKET  PBIUABT   SCHOOL   CBAIS. 

The  engniTing  represents  a  serieB  of  three  sues,  suitable  for  scholars 
from  four  years  of  age  and  upward;  comprehending  all  the  aizee  needed 
in  primary  and  intermediate  schools,  to- wit: 

No.  1 10  inches  high. 

"     2 11       "         ^' 

«     3 12      «  " 

Each  hae  a  tastefully  ornamented  Book  Basket  of  iron,  into  which 
the  children  can  place  their  books,  elates,  and  other  utensils  of  study. 

As  a  whole,  in  the  view  of  their  Btrenfrth,  comfort,  beauty  and  adap- 
tation to  their  object,  these  are  regarded  as  the  best  Primary  School 
Chairs  extant. 


FriM — SOapertL 

BEOITATIOH   BBA.T. 


This  Design  repreBents  a  Betntation  Seat,  made  of  Fine,  or  White  : 
"Wood,  of  any  desirable  le^h,  from  8  to  18  feet,  with  or  without  arms.  | 
The  frames  are  made  of  &>n,  and  when  over  8  feet,  three  or  more  j 
standards  are  used.  They  ore  finished  to  correspond  wtth  the  other  j 
fumitore.  j 


Price— 18  6a 
POBTABLS   IKTEBUSDIATE   BIMOLB   DEBK  AND   OHAIB. 

Two  Bizes.    Height,  side  next  the  scholar,  33}  and  24  inchei.     Same 
esign  for  Primary,  21},  23  and  25  inches  Ugh. 


DESK  AND   CHAIB. 


Price— (8. 
FOBTABLE   IHTEBMEDIATB  DOUBLE  DESK, 

With  improved  Iron  Back  Chairs.     Two  sizes,  22J  and  24  inches 
ligb.    Same  design  for  Primary,  Hi,  23  and  26  incliea  high. 


Price— #4  60. 
POBTABE  OBAUUAB  DISKj 


Tlirce  sizes,  24^,  26  and  27}  inches  high. 


COUBISATIOIT   DESK  ASD   BEAT. 


Four  BizeB,  JTom  10  to  16  Inches  in  height,  and  any  len^h  desired 
The  last  desk  in  each  row  is  a  seat  withont  a  desk,  aa  m  this  design. 


Price— 9s. 

BOSTOK  DOtTBLE   DESK  ASH  OBAISB. 

Three  sizes  in  height.    The  top  is  groored,  to  accommodate  pens, 
pencils,  and  other  small  articles,  with  a  safe  resting  place.  j 


Price— «S  Ba 

mOH  SCHOOL   SmOLB   OBSK  ASD  C 


Three  ^ee,  24,  25}  and  27  inchea. 


Friae— IS  SO. 

T&AOHXBa'   TABLES. 


Prioe— «sa 
DISS  WITH  TWO  SBAWZBS. 


Indined  top  and  deep  traj. 


DESK  WITH  Tom  DK^VItUBf 


And  cloth  top. 


Price— tin. 

TBACDEBS*   TABLE   WTTH   FOUB   DBAVTBBS. 


•  ■  4 


Price— tSS. 
TE&OHEBS'  DESK  WITH  EIGHT  DBAVXBS. 


Frto»-4SS. 

TEACHERS^    DESK   WITH   FIVE   DBAWEBS  ASD   CLOSET. 


SCHOOL  APPAEATUS. 


-f  JSf^  ^    -f 


Orbert,  or  Planetarium,  representing  tlie  proportioiial  size  and  rela- 
tive position  of  the  Planets  composing  the  Solar  System,  except  the 
asteroids,  and  sliowiiig  their  annual  revolutions. 


Ipl 

Wl«Jr-^                        ^^^Jg^ 

Noiseless  Slate. — The  frame  of  this  elate  is  partially  covered  with 
velvet,  and  so  constructed  as  to  be  as  near  noiseless  while  in  use  ae  a 
slate  can  be  made.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  eneraving,  there  are  letr 
tera  of  the  alphabet  and  pictures  of  various  simple  and  common  objects 
upon  the  frame,  with  whicli  the  young  pupils  may  busy  themselves 
when  not  otherwise  engaged,  and  at  the  same  time  be  learning  to  draw 
and  write. 


HOLB  ROOKS 
CELESTIAL   SPHERE. 


PATBMT  DTKeTAim,   FOB  SCHOOLS. 


Explanation. — Tlie  iron  plate  {a),  with  a  screw  thread  on  its  rim, 
is  held  securely  to  the  desk  or  table  by  two  common  screws.  On  this 
is  placed  the  glaBB  font  (J),  to  contain  the  ink.  The  cap  (c),  of  Japan- 
nea  iron,  snrrounds  the  glass  font,  and  is  screwed  on  to  the  baee-plntei 
01-  removetl  at  jd«aBure,  by  the  lever  ((/). 


^fuMERAL  Fbaus,  for  tfiaduDg  Arithmetic  in  prunaiy  and  intermfr- 
diate  schools. 


The  Tellubiak is  deeigDedto  illoBtrate  tlie  varioiis  phenomena  reenlt- 
ing  from  the  relations  or  the  Snn,  Moon  and  Earth  to  each  other ;  the 
BncceBsion  of  day  and  night,  the  change  of  the  seaaons,  the  change  of 
the  Sun's  declination,  the  different  lengths  of  day  and  night,  the  chants 
of  the  Moon,  the  har^'est  Moon,  the  precession  of  the  eqninoxes,  the 
differences  of  a  solar  and  sidereal  /ear,  etc.,  etc.  The  Moon  revolvea 
aronnd  the  Earth,  and  both  together  around  the  Sun,  Tphile  the  Sun, 
Earth  and  Moon  revolve  around  a  commoa  center  of  gravity. 


Cube  Root  Blocks,  for  explainjiig  the  extraction  of  Square  and 
Cube  Koot 


NORMAL    UNIVERSITY. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


Members  whose  Term  ends  Febroary  18th,  1859. 

NINIAN  "W.  EDWARDS Springfield. 

JOHN  R.  EDEN Sullivan. 

FLAVEL  MOSELET OHcago. 

WM.  H.  POWELL,  esMffido  Member  and  Secretary. 

SIMEON  WRIGHT Franklin  Grove. 

Hemberg  wboae  Tenn  ends  Febmaiy  18th,  18C1. 

GEORGE  BUNSEN. Belleville. 

JOHN  J.  GILLESPIE S'te  Marie. 

C.  E.  HOVET Bloomington. 

GEO.  P.  REX Perry. 

DANIEL  WILKINS Bloomington. 

Memben  whose  Term  ends  Febnury  18th,  1863. 

C.  B.  DENIO Galena. 

S.  W.  MOULTON. ShelbyviUe. 

A.  R.  SHANNON Carmi. 

WESLEY  SLOAN Golconda. 

W.  H.  WELLS Chicago. 

Hembers  whose  Term  ends  February  18th,  1866. 

JOEL  S.  POST Decatur. 

PERKINS  BASS Chicago. 

SIMEON  WRIGHT lUinois. 

"WM.  H.  POWELL Springfield. 
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BOARD  OF  mSTRUCTION. 


C.  E.  HOVET, 

Instructor  in  the  Theory  and  Art  of  Teaching. 

IRA  MOORE, 

Instrootor  in  Mathesiaticfl. 

SAMUEL  WILLARD, 

Instructor  in  Language. 

E.  0.  nEWETT, 

Instructor  in  Reading  and  Geography. 

C.  M.  CADT, 

Instructor  in  Yocal  Music. 

E.  E.  EOE. 

Lecturer  on  Chemistry  and  Physiology. 

Miss  F.  A.  PETERSON. 

Assistant  Pupil  Teacher. 

MiBS  MART  M.  BROOKS. 

Instructor  in  the  Model  School 
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KEPOET  OF  THE  STATE  BOAED  OF  EDUCATION. 


The  act  providing  for  the  Normal  University  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  who  is  secretary  of  said  board 
ex  officio^  to  "report  to  the  legislature  at  its  regular  sessions  the  condi- 
tion and  expenditures  of  said  Normal  University,  and  such  further 
information  as  the  said  Board  of  Education  may  direct."  In  accord- 
ance with  this  provision,  the  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted, 
with  a  request  that  the  secretary  shall  lay  it  before  the  legislature: 

In  pursuance  of  law,  the  board  held  their  first  regular  meeting  at  the 
oflBce  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  in  Springfield,  on 
the  4th  day  of  May,  1857,  and  was  permanently  organized  by  election 
of  N.  W.  Edwards,  of  Springfield,  president— eleven  members  of  the 
board  being  present.  In  pursuance  of  law,  the  length  of  time  each 
member  should  hold  his  oftice  was  then  determined  by  lot,  as  follows : 
Messrs.  Edwards,  Moseley,  "Wright  and  Eden,  drew  for  two  years; 
Messrs.  Hex,  Wilkins,  Hovey,  Bunsen  and  Gillespie,  drew  for  four  years ; 
and  Messrs.  Shannon,  Wells,  Sloan  and  Moulton,  drew  for  six  years. 
The  organization  was  perfected  by  the  appointment  of  committees,  and 
an  agent  was  elected  to  visit  the  various  cities  and  villages  in  the  state. 
as  provided  for  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  establishing  the  Normal 
Umversity — said  agent  to  act  as  the  organ  of  the  committee  on  location, 
and  under  their  direction.  Before  the  formal  organization  of  the  board, 
notice  had  been  given  through  nearly  every  newspaper  in  the  state, 
that  proposals  would  be  received  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  act  establishing  a  University,  for  its  location  "at  the  place  where 
the  most  favorable  inducements  should  be  offered  for  that  purpose." 
Four  towns  offered  their  proposals  accordingly. 

The  board  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  city  of  reoria,  where  they  accord- 
ingly conveneci  on  the  7th  day  of  May.  Whereupon  they  proceeded 
to  open  and  examine  the  sealed  proposals  made  for  the  location  of  the 
University.  It  was  found  that  four  propositions  had  been  made,  from 
the  following  places :  Batavia,  Waenington,  Peoria  and  Bloomington. 
The  board  unanimously  agreed  to  locate  the  University  in  the  county  of 
McLean,  near  the  city  of  Bloomington,  as  the  inducements  there  offered 
unquestionably  surpassed  all  others,  and  ^re  truly  most  munificent. 
These  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  a  county  sub- 
scription of  $70,000,  and  individual  subscriptions,  amounting  altogether 
to  the  sum  |of  $141,000.  To  place  these  offers  beyond  contingency, 
the  board  unanimously  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Baolved,  That  the  Normal  Uniyersitj  be  located  in  the  county  of  McLean,  near  Blooming- 
ton, on  the  one  hnndred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  is  to  be  granted  for  the  constmction 
md  Qse  of  the  University :  Provided^  however^  that  the  said  location  shall  not  be  made  until 
the  full  amount  of  the  appropriation  in  the  manner  in  which  the  same  is  proposed  is  fiiUy 
and  safely  secured  by  the  execution  and  delivery  of  all  necessary  deeds  of  conveyance,  and 
ftU  other  papers  which  may  be  required  to  secure  the  said  appropriations  for  the  constmctloii 
and  use  of  the  said  University, 
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Before  the  location  was  consnmmated,  therefore,  bonds  for  all  neces- 
sary deeds,  together  with  papers  and  other  enaranties,  were  executed 
unaer  the  supervision  of  able  legal  counsel.  The  lands  comprising  this 
donation  lie  in  a  body,  but  belonged  to  different  individuals;  and  all 
have  been  secured  to  the  board  and  their  successors,  with  no  condition 
but  the  single  one  that  the  University  shall  be  pennanently  locateil  there- 
on. These  lands  lie  at  the  intersection  of  the  Illinois  Central  and  Chi- 
cago, Alton  and  St.  Louis  railroads,  some  two  niiles  from  the  city  of 
Bloomington.     Tliey  consist  of  undulating  pniirie  of  the  very  first 

Juality,  are  easy  of  access,  and  well  adapted  for  all  the  objects  of  the 
Fniversity;  and  the  site  chosen  for  the  University  building  is  not  only 
most  beautiful,  but  commands  a  view  of  the  country  for  miles  around. 
The  county  subscription  of  $70,000,  before  alluded  to,  was  made  by  the 
county  court,  and  was  to  consist  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  swamp 
lands  belonging  to  the  county.  At  that  time  a  brisk  traffic  in  lands 
was  going  on  throughout  this  part  of  the  state,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  money  from  the  sale  of  these  lands  would  tie 
almost  immediately  realized.  The  county  court  exerted  itself  in  the 
most  honorable  manner  to  hasten  the  sale  of  the  land  and  to  comply 
with  the  full  sjHrit  of  their  donation;  but  the  great  financial  revulsion 
which  swept  over  this  country  and  the  world  embarrassed  the  sale  of 
the  lands,  so  that  the  board  has  only  realized  $15,553  64  from  that 
source  up  to  the  present  time.  Since  the  action  of  the  county  court  in 
making  their  liberal  donation,  the  system  of  townsliip  organization  has 
been  adopted  in  the  county,  and  a  new  court  was  formed  under  this 
system.  Several  of  the  gentlemen  comprising  the  new  court  had  been 
opposed  to  the  donation  to  the  University,  on  various  grounds;  but  they 
still  confirmed  in  the  most  honorable  manner  the  action  of  their  prede- 
cessors, and,  by  their  official  action,  removed  all  jxjssible  chance  of 
embarrassment  on  the  subject  of  this  munificent  county  donation.  The 
board  take  i)lea6ure  in  commending  the  action  of  the  present  and  of 
the  fonner  coui-ts  of  McLean  countv  on  this  whole  subject,  as  having 
been  marked  \\4th  a  generous  but  discreet  liberality  and  an  honorable 
detennination  to  execute  the  letter  and  spirit  of  their  pledges*  Soon 
after  the  final  lociition  of  the  Universitv,  Messrs.  Hex  and  Hovey  were 
appointed  a  cr>minittee  to  visit  the  various  Normal  Schools  of  the  east^ 
and  report  to  the  board  on  the  subject  of  building,  etc.  After  the 
return  of  the  committee,  the  board  resolved  upon  the  erection  of  Uni- 
versity buildings,  plans  and  drawings  of  which  accompany  this  report; 
and  arrangements  and  contracts  were  immediately  made  for  their  erec- 
tion. The  plans  and  drawin*;8  were  executed  by  G.  P.  Randall,  ardii- 
tect  and  superintendent  of  University  buildings,  under  the  supervision 
and  ad\nce  of  the  principal,  Mr.  Ilovey.  It  is  believed  that  tliey  will, 
when  finished,  be  unsurpassed  by  any  buildings  for  a  similar  purpose  in 
the  United  States;  and  when  they  shall  be  completed,  and  the  surround- 
ing grounds  are  embellished  in  accordance  with  plans  already  propoeed, 
copies  of  which  accompany  this  report,  the  wliole  will  form  a  most 
useful  and  beautiful  monument  of  the  wise  munificence  of  the  people 
of  McLean  county. 
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On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  1857,  the  comernstone  of  the 
University  was  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Bloomington  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try; and  the  board  confidently  hoped  to  have  seen  the  buildings  com- 
pleted during  the  year  1858.  JSut  the  financial  revulsion  and  unforeseen 
difliculties  before  alluded  to  compelled  the  arrest  of  further  progress 
and  the  suspension  of  the  work,  which,  from  a  continuance  of  ttiese 
causes,  has  not  yet  been  resumed;  but  the  foundation  and  other  work 
completed  has  been  protected  in  the  most  thorough  manner  from  injur- 
ing oy  time  and  elements;  and  the  foundation  wSl  be  improved  rather 
than  damaged  by  the  suspension.  Some  thirty  thousand  dollars  have 
been  invested  in  materials  and  labor,  about  twenty-one  thousand  of 
which  has  been  paid;  and  the  cut-stone  for  the  basement,  and  lumber, 
frames,  and  other  prepared  materials,  are  on  the  ground,  safely  protected 
j&x)m  injury;  and  the  board  confidently  hope  that  means  will  oe  found 
for  the  completion  of  the  buildings  during  tlie  coming  year. 

On  the  23d  day  of  June,  1857,  Charles  E.  Hovey  was  elected  princi- 
pal of  the  University;  and  assistant  teachers  in  the  various  departments 
were  subsequently  appointed  for  the  organization  of  the  Universitv  in 
temporary  quarters  pending  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildmgs. 
Ab  unforeseen  and  unavoidaole  circumstances  have  confined  the  Institu- 
tion to  its  temporary  quarters  until  the  present  time,  an  extended 
account  of  these  and  of  the  success  and  progress  of  the  Institution 
therein  will  be  demanded. 

The  principal  was  ordered  to  issue  a  circular  announcing  the  opening 
of  the  Institution  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1857,  and  fixing  the 
standard  of  qualifications  required  oi  aU  applicants  for  admission,  and 
giving  such  other  information  as  might  be  necessary;  which  was  acord- 
ingly  done.  The  principal  was  also  authorized  to  fit  up  temporary 
rooms  in  the  city  of  Bloomington;  and  a  building  consisting  of  a  large 
hall  and  six  smaller  rooms  was  accordingly  prepared  for  the  purpose, 
and  on  the  first  Monday  in  October  the  Institution  was  formally  opened. 
The  number  of  pupils  who  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the 
University  at  the  first  term  was  forty-three — a  larger  number  than  have 
usually  attended  the  first  terms  of  similar  institutions  elsewhere,  but 
much  smaller  than  the  Institution  was  able  to  accommodate  without 
additional  expense.  The  board  therefore  authorized  the  principal,  "in 
case  counties  and  representative  districts  failed  to  send  the  number  of 
pupils  to  the  University  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  law  to  receive, 
by  the  concurrence  of  tne  committee  on  officers,  pupils  into  the  Univer- 
sity from  any  part  of  the  State;  but  no  county  or  district,  in  any  con- 
tiBgency,  was  to  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  send  the  number,  if  desired. 
to  whicn  they  were  entitled  by  law."  Pupils  were  accordingly  receivea 
temporarily  on  the  same  conditions  as  regular  pupils  until  the  legal 
districts  and  counties  should  avail  themselves  of  their  rights.  Tne 
studies  to  be  pursued,  the  text-books  to  be  used,  and  all  the  necessary 
appliances,  were  determined  and  provided  by  the  principal,  under  the 
direction  of  the  board;  and  the  board  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  announce 
that,  in  all  the  necessary  aids  to  the  teachers'  art,  the  Institution  is  well 
and  judiciously  supplied.  One-half  of  the  one  thow&w\d  dj^Jiax^  ^^-^^ 
ted  to  the  state  by  the  Messrs.  Merriam,  throu^TS..^  .'^^tr^iAs.O^^^ 
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Saperintendent  of  Public  Instmction,  was,  in  accordance  with  its  deam 
expended  for  apparatus  to  illustrate  the  physical  sciences;  and  me 
remaining  five  hundred  dollars  will  be  used  tor  a  similar  purpose,  as 
the  demands  of  the  Institution  may  require. 

Owing  to  obvious  causes,  connected  with  the  confinement  of  the 
Institution  to  its  present  temporary  quarters,  etc.,  teaching  has  thus  far 
been  necessarily  confined  to  branches  pei'taininff  to  the  education  of 
teachers  for  the  common  schools  of  the  state.  These  have  been — all 
which  are  necessary  to  a  thorough  mastery  of  the  English  language, 
spoken  and  written;  arithmetic,  practical  and  philosophiod;  geography, 
diescriptive,  political  and  physical;  and  the  theory  and  practice  of 
teaching. 

The  successive  public  examinations  of  the  pupils  at  the  close  of  each 
term,  which  have  been  witnessed  by  the  board,  have  enabled  them  to 
judge  fairly  of  the  drill  and  teaching  capacity  of  the  instructors  and  of 
the  supervisory  ability  of  the  principal.  To  sa^  that  they  have  been 
well  satisfied  with  these  would  be  only  to  reiterate  what  thev  have 
^eady  had  occasion  to  say  before  the  public  who  were  assembled  to 
witness  these  examinations;  and  it  is  with  no  less  a  sense  of  duty  than  o( 
pleasure  that  they  here  bear  testimony  to  the  executive  ability  and  discreet 
activity,  in  all  that  pertains  to  his  duties,  which  have  been  constantly 
manifested  by  the  principal.  In  the  public  examinations  the  boara 
have  been  pleased  to  find  that  all  of  that  special  drill  and  preparation 
for  the  occasion  so  frequent  in  too  many  educational  institutions  had 
been  omitted,  and  that  tlie  object  was  to  give  a  fair  and  just  exhibition 
of  the  things  taught,  the  maimer  of  teaching  them,  and  the  evidences 
of  success  in  the  progress  of  the  pupils.  There  were  no  set  exercises, 
no  leading  questions,  no  answers  by  rote,  no  ad  capiandum  displays. 
Members  of  the  board  or  persons  in  the  audience  were  at  all  times  free 
to  question  the  classes  until  certain  that  the  pupils  ftiUy  comprehended 
the  subjects  of  their  examination.  The  study  ot  the  EngUsh  language 
is  made  to  comprehend  the  phonetic  analysis  of  its  words,  with  their 
analytical  and  synthetical  forms,  pronunciation,  enunciation  and  pauses, 
accent  and  emphasis  in  speech,  and  their  grammatical  stnicture  in  the 
English  idiom,  together  with  their  orthography,  and  the  science  of 
written  language;  and  special  pains  have  been  taken  for  the  mastery  of 
the  valuabfe  but  much  neglected  art  of  reading.  Arithmetic  has  been 
taught  in  a  manner  wliich  for  thoroughness  is  unsurpassed.  The  teach- 
ing of  mere  rules  and  processes  is  abandoned ;  and  the  pupils  were 
made  to  exhibit  a  mastery  of  the  philosophy  of  numbers  which  is  credit- 
able alike  to  the  teachers  and  to  the  systems  which  are  almost  peculiar 
to  what  may  well  be  technically  called  normal  teaching.  The  cumber- 
some use  of  words  in  aid  of  mental  processes  with  numbers  is  not  prac- 
ticed, and  many  processes  which  consume  time  in  old  methods  are  nere 
performed  almost  instantaneously  by  mental  effort,  without  words. 
When  these  pupils  go  out  to  teach  in  our  common  schools,  and  thus 
diffuse  their  methods  among  the  people  of  the  state,  it  will  prove  a  most 
valuable  eWdence  of  the  usefulness  of  the  Normal  University.  The 
same  thoroughness  pervades  all  the  branches  taught.  Pupils  in  geogra- 
pbjr^  when  called  out  at  random,  go  to  the  blackboard  and,  without  an 
ons^inal.  draw  complete  ou\iAii^  ma-m  ol  ^\in  ^^^xatet^  required — first 
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marking  off  the  parallels  of  latitude  and  longitude,  numbering  tliem 
from  memory,  ana  filling  in  the  coast  Unes  and  chief  natural  ana  politi- 
cal features  in  the  same  way.  "When  questioned  in  relation  to  any  par- 
ticular country,  they  were  not  only  able  to  give  strictly  its  geography, 
according  to  ordinary  text-books,  but  also  nearly  all  collateral  facts 
which  pertain  to  the  country — historical,  political,  topographical,  social, 
commercial  and  industrial.  Physical  geography  of  the  earth,  in  itself, 
and  as  affected  by  ocean,  air,  temperature,  and  other  physical  agencies, 
was  exhibited  in  the  same  thorongh  manner.     Frequent  examples  were 

fiven  of  the  proficiency  of  pupils  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching, 
y  requiring  them  to  take  charge  of  the  classes  in  the  presence  of  the 
board.  Constant  facilities  are  aiibrded  to  pupils  to  perfect  themselves 
in  this  important  knowledge  in  the  Model  School  attached  to  the  Uni- 
versity. 

The  science  and  practice  of  vocal  music  has  also  been  taught  by  a 
teacher  of  eminent  qualifications,  and  the  board  heartily  concur  in  the 
now  wide-spread  belief  that  the  use  of  vocal  music  in  schools  has  an 
importance  which  can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  Besides  its  moral  and 
social  influence  in  diflusing  pleasure  and  cheerfulness  among  the  pupils, 
it  surpasses  as  a  mere  physical  exercise  any  known  means  of  recreation. 
Pleasant  in  itself,  always  at  hand,  suited  to  all,  and  exercising  at  the  same 
time  the  lungs,  vocal  and  blood-circulating  organs,  it  well  aeserves  the 
preeminence  which  it  has  long  possessed  m  some  parts  of  Europe  and 
18  fast  attaining  in  this  country. 

In  connection  with  the  iNormal  University,  a  Primary  Model 
School  was  opened,  under  the  superintendence  of  its  pricipal,  and  in 
the  immediate  charge  of  Miss  Mary  M.  Brooks — a  lady  imsurpassed 
in  ability  to  awaken  mind  and  call  into  action  the  latent  faculties  of 
young  learners,  by  which  she  has  elicited  the  unqualified  admiration  of 
the  entire  board  and  a  great  nimiber  of  visitors  from  different  parts  of 
the  state.  The  disciphne  and  teaching  here  exempUfies  what  the 
primary  training  in  our  common  schools  should  be;  thus  giving  the 
student-teachers  a  model,  the  peculiar  advantages  of  which  will  be  felt 
throughout  the  state  as  soon  as  the  Normal  students  assume  their  posi- 
tion as  instructors  of  youth.  The  number  attending  this  department 
was  small  the  first  term;  but  as  soon  as  it  was  known,  and  the  wide 
difference  between  crowding  the  minds  of  youth  with  senseless  words — 
to  them — and  firing  them  with  h\nng  principles  was  appreciated  by  the 
citizens  of  Bloomington,  so  soon  it  only  became  necessary  to  announce 
the  fact  of  a  vacant  seat  to  secure  a  dozen  applications  for  the  same. 
This  school  is  what  our  public  schools  will  be  when  supplied  with  Nor- 
mal teachers. 

Before  closing  this  report,  the  board  are  impelled  to  say  that  they 
have  been  most  favorably  impressed  with  the  cnaracter  of  a  very  large 

5roportion  of  the  pupils  who  have  been  in  attendance  at  the  University. 
*hev  have  chosen  teaching  as  their  profession;  their  hearts  are  in  the 
work;  most  of  them  have  already  had  more  or  less  experience  as  teach- 
ers; and  they  press  on  'toward  the  mark  of  their  high  caDing'  like 
young  men  and  women  who  are  determined  to  be  worthy  of  the  duties 
and  rewards  of  their  life  labor. 
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statistics  and  facts  relating  to  the  pnpils,  as  to  their  ages,  sex,  place 
of  birth,  residence,  etc.,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  prind- 
paL  hereto  subjoined. 

in  conclusion,  the  board  tnost  cordially  and  earnestly  commend  the 
University  to  the  legislature  and  to  the  people,  as  altogether  worthy  of 
their  approbation  and  support. 

The  board  take  this  occasion  to  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of 
your  visiting  this  Institution  in  a  body,  at  some  time  during  the  enduing 
session. 

N.  W.  EDWARDS,  President.  C.  B.  DENIO, 

F.  MOSELY,  D.  WILKINS, 

6.  W.  MOULTON,  WESLEY  SLOAN, 

S.  WRIGHT,  JOHN  R.  EDBN, 

GEO    BUNSBN,  W.  H.  WELLS, 

GEORGE  P.  REX,  ALBERT  R.  SHANNON, 

J.  GILLESPIE,  W.  fl.  POWELL. 

Bloomington,  Decefnber  23, 1858. 


ABSTRACT   OF   THE   PKOCEEDINGS   OF   THE    STATE 

BOARD    OF   EDUCATION. 


Springfield,  Tuesday^  May  4,  1857. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  met  at  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  PubUc  Instruction,  pursuant  to  the  requirement 
of  section  tifth  of  the  act  establishing  a  State  Normal  University,  and 
was  permanently  organized  by  the  election  of  Hon.  !Ninian  W.  Edwards, 
of  Springfield,  President.  Tthe  following  named  gentlemen  were  pres- 
ent: Messrs.  Mosely,  Wells,  "Wright,  Wilkins,  Hovey,  Rex,  Edwards, 
Gillespie,  Shannon,  13uusen  and  Powell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hovey,  of  Peoria,  the  Board  proceeded  to  deter- 
mine by  lot  the  length  of  time  each  member  should  hold  his  office, 
which  resulted  as  follows: 

The  following  gentlemen  drew  for  two  years  each:  Messrs.  Edwards, 
Moseley,  Wright  and  Eden. 

The  following  gentlemen  drew  for  four  years:  Messrs.  Rex,  Wilkins, 
Hovey,  Bunsen  and  Gillespie. 

The  following  gentlemen  drew  for  six  years:  Messrs.  Shannon,  Wellfi^ 
Sloan,  Moulton  and  Denio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hovey,  Committees  were  appointed  on  the  follow- 
ing subjects:  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations;  Committee  on 
Course  of  Study  and  Text-Books;  Committee  on  Location;  Committee 
on  Buildings ;  Committee  on  Officers  of  the  Institution. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  the  above  Committeee: 

Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations — W.  H.  Wells,  Chicago:  John 
Eden,  Sullivan,  Moultrie  county ;  J.  Gillespie,  A.  R.  Shannon,  Canni, 
White  county. 
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Committee  on  Course  of  Study  and  Text-Boots — S.  Wright,  Frank- 
lin Grove,  Lee, county;  W.  II.  Wells,  Chicago;  W.  Sloan,  Golconda, 
Pope  county. 

Committee  on  Location  of  the  Institution — ^W.  Sloan,  Golconda,  Pope 
county;  George  Bunsen,  Belleville,  St.  Clair  county;  George  P.  Eex, 
Perry,  Pike  county;  C.  E.  Hovey,  Peoria;  D.  "Wilkins,  Bloomington. 

Committee  on  fiuildings — C.  B.  Denio,  Galena;  F.  Mosely,  Cnicago; 
S.  W.  Moulton,  ShelbyviUe. 

Committee  on  Officers  of  the  Institution — S.  W.  Moulton,  ShelbyviUe; 
N.  W.  Edwards,  Springfield;  S.  Wright,  Franklin  Grove,  Lee  county. 

Adjourned  till  2  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session — 2  cfdock. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was  called  to  order  by 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Wells  as  Chairman  pro  tempore. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  informal  meeting  in 
March,  had  leave  to  retire  and  make  up  their  report.  On  consultation, 
the  Committee  submitted  the  following  report: 

To  ihe  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  lUinoit: 

The  Committee  on  Location  beg;  leave  to  report,  that,  immediately  after  appointment,  the  follow- 
ing circular  was  issued  and  published  in  nearly  all  the  papers  in  the  State: 

Proposals  for  the  Location  of  tub  Normal  University. — The  undersigned  being  appointed  a 
Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  receive  proposals  for 
the  location  of  the  Normal  University,  created  by  the  act  establishing  said  board,  wnicn  Normal 
University  must  be  located  "at  the  place  where  the  most  favorable  inducements  are  offered  for 
that  purpose,  provided  that  such  location  shall  not  be  difficult  of  access,  or  detrimental  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  said  Normal  University,"  hereby  ^ive  notice  that  they  will  receive 
proposals  until  the  first  day  of  May  next^  and  also  hereby  mvite  the  various  towns  and  cities  of 
the  State  to  compete  for  the  location  of  this  Institution. 

Proposals  may  be  directed  to  the  Secretary,  or  handed  to  any  member  of  the  Conmiittee,  but 
mast  oe  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  by  the  first  day  of  May. 

W.  Sloan,  Geo.  Bunsen,  Geo.  P.  Rex,  C.  E.  Hovey,  D.  Wilkins,  Committee. 

n  and  submitted  proposals, 
in  the  hands  of  your  Corn- 


received  no  bid,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  sites.    A  large  number 
shown  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board. 
AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  GEO.  BUNSEN, 

GEO.  P.  REX, 
D.  WILKINS, 
C.  E.  HOVEY, 

CommitUe, 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  the  appointment  of  an  Agent  to  visit  the  various 
cities  and  villages  in  the  State,  as  provided  for  in  the  fifth  section  of 
the  act  establisliing  the  University. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  it  was 

Retoltedf  That  the  Agent  act  as  organ  of  the  Committee  on  Location  and  under  their  direction. 

On  motion,  the  Board  proceeded  to  ballot  for  an  Agent,  which  resulted 
in  the  election  of  Mr.  Wright. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Bunsen,  in  whose  hands  had  been  placed  the  sealed 
proposals  made  by  the  several  towns  competing  for  the  location  of  the 
university,  was  directed  to  return  the  same  to  the  proper  representa- 
tives of  those  towns. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Eex  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Building. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  8  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning. 
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Wednesday^  May  6, 1857. 

Board  met  pnrsnant  to  adjournment,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the 
President. 
Mr.  "Wells  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Re»olved^  That  the  Agent  on  Location  be  infltructed  to  report  at  an  adjoomed  meeting  of  the 
Board,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Peoria  on  to-morrow  afternoon  at  8  o*  clock. 

•  The  ayes  and  nays  being  called  iinon  the  resolution,  the  following 
gentlemen  voted  in  the  afhrmative — ^Messrs.  Rex,  Shannon,  Gillespie, 
Wilkins,  Wright,  Bunsen  and  Mosely — 7. 

The  following  gentlemen  voted  in  the  negative — ^Messrs.  Edwards 
and  Sloan. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

N.  W.  EDWAEDS,  Pr&nderU. 

W.  H.  Powell,  /Secretary. 

Peobla.,  2fay  7. 

The  Board  met  at  the  city  of  Peoria  on  Thursday,  at  3  o'clock  P.  M., 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  open  and  examine  the  various  proposals 
made  for  the  location  of  the  University.  It  was  found  upon  examina- 
tion that  four  propositions  had  been  made  from  the  following  places — 
Batavia,  Washmffton,  Bloomington  and  Peoria. 

The  village  ot  Washington,  Tazewell  county,  offered  in  cajsh,  land 
and  buildings,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  of  Batavia  offered  cash,  land  and  buildings,  estimated  at 
forty-live  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  and  county  of  Peoria  offered  cash  and  land  estimated  to  be 
worth  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  of  Bloomington  and  county  of  McLean  offered  cash  and 
land  valued  at  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Sloan  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Reaolved^  That  the  Normal  Unirersitj  be  located  in  the  county  of  McLean,  near  Bloomington, 
on  the  160  acres  of  land  which  is  to  bo  granted  for  the  construction  and  use  of  said  UniTersitr: 
Provided,  however,  that  the  said  location  shall  not  be  made  until  the  fiill  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tion, in  the  manner  in  which  the  same  is  proposed,  is  fully  and  safely  secured  by  the  execution  and 
delivery  of  all  necessary  deeds  of  conveyance  and  all  other  papers  which  inav  be  required  to 
secure  the  said  appropriation  for  the  coustruction  and  use  of  said  University  as  aibresaid. 

Mr.  Hovey  offered  the  following  amendment,  which  was  adopted: 

Provided,  That  if  within  sixty  days  the  conditions  of  this  resolution  be  not  compUed  with,  then 
the  said  Normal  University  shall  be  located  in  Peoria. 

Mr.  Sloan's  resolution  was  then  unanimously  adopted. 
On  motion,  the  Board  then  adjoiu-ned  to  8  o'clock  P.  M. 


Evefiing  Session — 8  p.  ic 

The  Board  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Rex  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Penolved,  That  an  Executive  Committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  attend  to  employing  cotinsel, 
and  havinff  the  necessary  papers  executed  to  secure  to  this  Board  the  subscriptiona  and  lands 
proffered  oj  the  citizens  otMeLean  county,  and  attend  to  such  ether  bufiineas  m  Uie  Board  ihall 
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The  Chair  appointed  the  foUowinffgentleinen  upon  the  committee — 
Messrs.  Rex,  Wright,  Moulton  and  Wilkins. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Edwards,  Hovey  and  Powell,  were  added  to  the 
Committee. 

On  motion.  Dr.  Rex  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Officers. 

On  motion,  the  Board  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Treasurer. 

On  motion,  J.  E.  McClun,  Esq.,  of  Bloomington,  was  unanimously 
elected. 

Messrs.  Wilkins  and  Hovey,  on  motion,  were  added  to  the  Building 
Committee. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Bunsen  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Course  of 
Study  and  Text-Books. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Eden  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Officers. 

Mr.  Rex  moved  that  when  this  Board  adjourned,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
at  Bloomington  on  the  23d  of  June  next. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Springfield,  was  selected  as  the  Attorney  to 
advise  with  the  Executive  Committee  in  the  preparation  of  the  necessary 
papers,  etc. 

On  motion,  the  Executive  Committee  were  authorized  to  contract  for 
brick  and  sand  and  other  materials,  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  construction  of  the  building. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Rex  ana  Hovey  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
visit  the  various  Normal  and  High  Schools  ot  the  east,  and  report  to 
the  Board  upon  the  subject  of  buildings,  internal  arrangements,  etc. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  procure  a  seal  and  record 
book  for  the  use  of  this  Board. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 

N.  W.  EDWARDS,  PredderU. 

W.  H.  Powell,  Secretary, 


Bloomington,  Illinois,  June  23, 1867. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  the  city  of  Bloomington, 
on  the  23d  of  June,  1857,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
Hon.  N.  W.  Edwards. 

On  motion,  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  adopted. 

The  reports  of  Committees  being  called  for,  the  Chairmen  of  the 
Standing  Committees  asked  for  further  time  to  report,  which  was 
granted. 

Dr.  Rex,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  made  the  following 
report,  which. 

On  motion,  was  concurred  in : 

The  Executive  Committee  met  at  Bloomington  on  Maj  15,  and  would  respectf^y  report,  that 
thej  have  endeavored  to  discharge  the  responsible  duties  assigned  to  them,  and  have  secured^  by 
a  guarantee,  the  McLean  county  subscription,  according  to  a  bond  drawn  by  A.  Lincoln,  Lsq., 
of  Springfield,  who  acted  as  Counsel  for  the  Committee. 

In  regard  to  the  individual  subscription,  they  adopted  the  following  resolution : 
Betolvedf  That  John  £.  McClun,  Esq..  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  be  instructed  to  carefully  exam- 
ine the  list  of  individual  subscriptiona  lor  the  location  of  the  Normal  University  near  Blooming- 
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ton,  and  take  notet  for  all  money  aubaoriptiona,  and  in  all  caaea  which  he  ahall  deem  neeenarr, 
take  such  additional  securitj  as  he  shall  consider  sufficient  to  insure  the  pajrment  of  the  aums,  and 
that  he  report  on  the  subject  to  the  Board  at  their  meeting  June  38d. 

They  would  also  report,  that  the  titles  and  deeds  for  the  lands  will  be  perfected  and  made  out  as 
soon  as  they  may  be  wanted. 

Messrs.  roweU  aud  Wilkius  were  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  examine  materials  and  contract 
for  brick  and  stone,  if  they  deem  necessary. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  GEO.  P.  REX,  Chairman. 


Bloominoton,  Aug,  18,  1857. 

The  Board  of  Education  met  accordinp^  to  adjoiimment. 

Present,  N.  W.  Edwards,  President,  Messrs.  Wells,  Moulton,  Hovey, 
Denio,  Bunsen,  Eden,  Wright,  Shannon,  Wilkins  and  Gillespie. 

The  Secretary  being  absent,  D.  Wilkins  was  chosen  Secretary,  ^»v 
tern. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Moulton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Building, 
made  a  report  as  follows : 

The  Building  Committee  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  met  in  Bloomington,  July  14tb» 
1857,  according  to  previous  arrangement.     Present,  Messrs.  Moulton,  Denio,  Hovey  and  Wilkin«. 

The  meeting  whs  called  to  order  by  S.  W.  Moulton,  Esq.,  Chairman  uf  the  Committee,  and  D. 
Wilkins  was  appointed  Secretary. 

Mr.  Dcoio  uiuved  that  the  plan  of  a  building  presented  by  Mr.  Randall,  Architect,  of  Chicago, 
be  adopted.     The  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  resolutions  were  concurred  in  : 

Benolvedf  That  the  architect  proceed  to  make  out  the  specifications  for  the  Normal  University 
building,  but  these  specificniiuns  shall  not  be  cunsiderei  as  adopted  by  this  Comuiitie<>  till  they 
have  been  approved  by  Mr.  Denio. 

Jieiolced,  That  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  Normal  University  building  be  placed  at  Al- 
ton, Springfield,  Bloumington,  Peoria,  Chicago  and  Gal  na,  and  that  the  builders  (»f  the  State  be 
invited  to  submit  sealed  proposals  for  the  erection  of  the  building;  said  prof>osals  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  August  next  Proposals  must  be  sent  to 
Daniel  Wilkins,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  at  Bloomington,  Ulinois. 

Jieaolcedf  That  C.  B.  Denio,  after  be  shall  have  approved  the  specifications,  shall  cause  copies  of 
•aid  specifications  and  so  much  of  the  plan  of  the  building  as  may  be  sufficient  to  enable  builders 
to  make  estimates  therefor,  to  be  sent  to  some  suitable  person  and  place  at  the  points  named  in 
the  above  resolution,  and  that  notice  of  said  specifications  be  published  in  as  many  papers  at  said 
points  as  will  publish  the  same  gratui.ously. 

Retolvedf  That  the  Committee  reserve  to  themaelveB  the  right  to  accept  any  proposal,  whether 
the  lowest  or  noty  or  reject  all  the  proposals. 


Adjourned  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Committee  met  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

Retohedf  That  the  first  session  of  the  Normnl  University  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober next,  and  that  C.  E.  Hovey,  the  Principal,  be  instructed  to  issue  a  circular  fixing  the  stand- 
ard of  qualifications  required  of  all  applicants  for  admission  into  the  Institution,  and  that  the  cir- 
cular contain  such  other  information  as  in  his  discretion  he  maj  think  proper. 

Beaolved,  That  the  Principal,  together  with  Mr.  Wilkins,  bo  instructed  to  procure  and  fit  up 
temporary  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the  school,  till  such  time  as  the  University  building  ia 
ready  for  use. 

Jicsolved,  That  Hon.  S.  W.  Moulton  bo  requested  to  deliver  an  address  on  the  occasion  of  laying 
the  corner-stone  of  the  University. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  of  August  next 

S.  W.  MOULTON,  Chairman, 

On  motion,  the  Building  Committee  then  proceeded  to  open  the » ealed 
bids  containing  the  proposals  for  the  erection  of  the  Normal  University 
buildings  as  foIlowB ; 
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1.  W.  H.  lUynoldi fl •7,826  00 

2.  Mortimer  A  Lobnrg 81,U00  00 

8.  T.  J!.  Super .\     80.000  09 

4.  F.  Hand .-. 96,600  06 

5.  S.  Majnard  A  Co. 84,250  00 

6.  A.  B.  Shaffer 99,500  06 

7.  8.  D.  Rounds  110,056  78 

8.  B.  A  C.  D.  Weeks 89,445  06 

9.  TbomasSooU  A  Co 92,500  06 

10.  C.  B.  Denio 100,600  00 

11.  Hays  A  Evans 105,000  66 

12.  Boggs  k  Siniih 91,325  06 

13.  Francis  Nourse 114,000  60 

14.  LI.  Hunter : 116,346  00 

15.  F.  H.  Lapse 97,882  66 

On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Betohed,  That  S.  W.  Moulton  and  C.  B.  Denio  be  aulborized  to  enter  into  a  written  agreement 
eitber  with  T.  H.  Sopcr  or  Mortimer  A  Loberg,  closing  a  contract  fur  tbe  building  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal University  at  Bloomington,  Illinois,  giving  tbcm  the  option  to  accept  on  behalf  of  tbe  Board 
the  bid  of  cither  of  said  parties,  for  the  construction  of  said  University  buildings,  upon  fach  termB, 
as  to  payments,  ns  said  Coromittee  may  agree  upon  with  either  of  said  parties. 

Jiesolcedf  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  with  the  consent  and  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Building,  be  authorized  and  required  to  provide  any  necessary  funds  that  may  ht 
needed  to  pay  for  the  work  on  the  Normal  University  as  the  same  progresses. 

Retolrtd,  That  the  paper  in  tbe  State  which  publish  the  notice  inviting  builders  to  eompefe 
for  the  erection  of  the  Normal  University  building,  be  paid  fur  the  same  out  of  the  first  money • 
coming  into  the  hands  of  the  Board. 


Bloomington,  Dec.  23, 1857. 

Mr.  Moulton,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  contract  made  by  the  Build- 
ing Committee  with  Messrs.  Soper,  Mortimer  &  Loberg  duly  confirmed: 

The  underiiigncd  Committee,  appointed  to  make  a  contract  for  tbe  building  of  tbe  Normal  Uni- 
rersity,  report:  that  on  tbe  I9tb  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1857,  they  contracted  the  annexed  contract 
with  Messrs.  Mortimer  1  Loberg  and  T.  II.  Soper,  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  111. 

(Signed;  S.  W.  MOULTON, 

C.  B.  DKNIO, 
Dte,  23,  1857.  CommUtee, 

CONTRACT. 

This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  this  I9tb  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1857,  by  and  between 
Mortimer  k  Loberg  and  T.  II.  Soper,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Board  of  Edneation  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  of  the  second  part,  Witnessetb  as  follows,  to  wit:  That  the  party  of  tbe  first  part  agrees 
to  erect,  build  and  construe",  the  Normal  University  building,  to  be  located  near  Bloomington,  nii- 
nois,  and  to  furnish  all  material  for  the  same,  and  that  said  building  is  to  be  completed  on  or  be- 
fore the  Istday  of  September,  A.  D.  1858,  according  to  plans  and  specifieations  nvtde  fur  the  same 
by  G.  P.  Randall,  Architect,  which  plans  and  specifications  are  signed  by  the  said  Randall,  and 
dated  Chicago,  .Tuly  6th,  A.  D.  1857,  and  subject  to  tbe  following  conditions  :  That  all  the  work 
shall  be  executed  in  the  best  and  most  workman-like  manner,  and  agreeably  to  such  directions  as 
shall  be  given  from  time  to  time  by  the  said  Architect  or  his  Clerk  of  tbe  works,  or  by  such  other 
person  as  may  be  employed  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  to  superintend  these  works;  and  Mid 
work  shall  be  executed  to  the  full  and  entire  satisfaction  of  the  said  Architect^  or  Clerk,  or  Super- 
intendent, without  reference  thereon  to  any  other  person. 

That,  should  the  party  of  tbe  second  part,  or  their  Architect,  deem  it  proper  or  neeessaiy  in  the 
execution  of  the  work,  to  make  any  alterations  which  shall  increase  or  di  iuish  the  expense,  or 
otherwise  however,  suth  alterats«^ns  shall  not  vitiate  or  annul  the  contract  hereby  entered  into, 
but  the  value  of  the  work  so  added  or  omitted  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  to  this  contract, 
and  added  to  or  deducted  from  the  sums  hereinafter  mentioned,  as  the  case  may  be.  If  the  said 
parties  cannot  agree  as  to  the  a>nount  to  be  so  added  or  deducted,  the  same  shall  be  referred  to 
three  competent  and  disinterested  builders,  whose  decision  in  the  case  shall  be  final. 

It  is  furthermore  understood  and  agreed,  that  no  alterations  or  changes  from  the  plans  and 
specifications  are  to  be  made,  except  by  tbe  consent  or  direction  in  writing  of  the  partj  of  Um 
second  part,  through  the  Architect  or  Clerk  of  the  works. 
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The  pwtyof  the  first  part  Airther  ooTenantB  and  a^reef  to  and  with  the  party  of  the  aeeond  part, 
that  in  the  execution  of  the  several  works  to  be  performed,  no  improper  material  shall  be  used,  but 
that  all  the  materials  of  every  kind  sha  I  fally  answer  the  requirements  of  the  specifleations,  or, 
if  not  partioalctrly  specified,  shall  be  suitable  for  the  place  where  us.d,  and  shall  be  salyeot  to  the 
approbation  of  the  Architect  or  his  Clerk  of  the  works,  before  being  put  Icto  the  building;  and 
furthermore,  it  shall  be  the  Architect's  right  and  duty  to  reject  any  of  the  said  msterials  whieh  he 
•hall  think  unfit  for  the  work  ;  and  he  may,  if  be  thinks  proper,  order  the  same  to  be  removed 
firom  the  premises,  and  if  said  order  is  not  immediately  oomplie4  with,  he  may  remove  the  same 
at  the  contractor's  expense. 

The  whole  of  the  work  shall  be  carried  on  regularly,  so  as  to  give  the  necessary  time  for  each 
part  to  settle  and  harden.  In  case  the  Architect  shall  think  this  is  not  sufficiently  attended  tOy 
he  may  order  more  men  to  be  employed  on  the  works ;  and  if  he  shall  think  the  work  proceeding 
imnecessarily  too  fast,  he  may  direct  a  loss  number  of  men  to  be  employed. 

Should  the  weather  be  unusually  wet,  or  so  cold  and  frosty  that  the  ^ork  cannot  be  done  in  a 
proper  manner,  or  with  a  due  regard  to  durability  and  strength,  then  the  Architect  may  order  tha 
work  to  be  suspended  altogether  until  a  more  suitable  season  ;  in  which  cose,  the  contractor  is  to 
cover  and  otherwise  protect  the  several  parts  of  the  works,  so  that  they  shall  not  be  injared  bytha 
weather. 

No  part  of  the  said  work  shall  be  sub-contracted  without  the  written  consent  of  the  party  of  tha 
leoond  part»  or  their  Architect  And  it  is  hereby  furthermore  proTided  and  agreed,  that  should 
any  circumstances  arise  to  prevent  the  contractors  from  proceeding  with  the  work  agreeably  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  contract^  that  the  party  of  the  second  part  may  then,  in  aneh 
ease,  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  Architect,  have  power  to  take  the  work  out  of  the 
contractors'  hands,  employ  other  workmen  to  complete  the  several  unfinished  works,  and  deduct  the 
expense  from  any  money  that  may  be  due  and  owing  to  said  contractors  on  account  of  the 
work. 

In  consideration  of  the  faithful  performance  by  the  party  of  the  first  part  of  the  agreement 
hereinbefore  stated,  and  according  to  the  several  conditions  thereto  annexed,  the  party  of  the 
second  part  agrees  to  pay  tho  party  of  the  first  part,  on  the  certificate  of  the  Architect,  aa  follows^ 
to  wit:  For  the  entire  completion  of  said  contract  the  sum  of  eighty-three  thousand  dollars- 
payments  of  eighty-five  per  cent,  upon  the  work  done  by  Mortimer  A  Loberg,  including  nMisonry, 
brick-work,  dressing,  plastering,  excavations,  and  all  that  pertains  to  masonry,  as  estimated  by  tiia 
Architect  of  the  party  of  the  second  part,  to  be  paid  monthly  to  Mortimer  A  Loberg,  as  the  work  pro- 
gresses, and  for  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  work  Mortimer  A  Loberg  are  to  have  the^nm  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  as  their  part  of  the  $83,000 — and  eighty-five  per  cent  upon  the  balance  of  the 
contract  upon  the  estimate  of  the  Architect  of  the  party  of  the  second  part,  as  the  same  pragresses, 
is  to  be  paid  monthly  to  T.  H.  Soper,  in  all,  the  sum  of  forty-three  thousand  dollars.  And  tha 
fiftsen  per  cent  is  to  be  paid  upon  the  certificate  of  the  said  Architect  that  the  said  contract  is 
completed  according  to  the  specifications  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  made  a  part  of  the  oontraet 
The  iron,  copper,  and  pillars  are  to  be  furnished  by  T.  H.  Soper,  and  are  not  to  be  conaiderad  aa 
a  part  of  the  masonry. 

Witness  our  hands  this  19th  day  of  August,  1857. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  MORTIMER  A  LOBERG, 

6.  W.  MOULTON,  T.  H.  SOPER. 

G.  B.  DEN  10,  their  Agents. 

For  divers  good  and  valuable  considerations  by  them  received,  t&ey  for  themselves,  heirs,  ezeo- 
ntors,  adorinistrators  and  assigns,  do  hereby  jointly  and  severally  guarantee  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  all  and  singular  the  covenants,  conditions  and  agreements  of  the  within  contract  on  the 
part  of  the  party  of  the  first  part,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect,  true  intent  and  meaning 
thereof. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  this  day  of  ,  A.  D.  lSb7. 

JAMES  WADSWORTH,     [Seal.! 

TA»C!    Q»rtTT  'ci--«  « 


JA'S  8TUL, 
DAN'L  M.  ILROT. 


Seal. 

rSeaL 


James  Wadsworth,  Ja's  Stnl,  and  Dan'l  M.  Ilroy  sign  as  security  for  Thomas  H.  Sopar,  and  not 
further. 

HORACE  M.  SINGER,      [Seal.! 
MANUEL  TALCOTT.         [Seal.] 

H.  M.  Singer  and  Manuel  Talcott  sign  as  security  for  the  performance  of  the  mason  work  bj 
the  within  named  Mortimer  A  Loberg,  but  not  further. 

A  resolution  prevailed  that  the  Treasurer  give  notice  to  the  gnaran- 
tors  that  in  thirty  days  they  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  $14,000  due 
last  August,  and  so  continue  the  like  notices  every  thirty  days  until 
the  payments  are  made,  as  stipulated  in  the  guarantee. 
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State  of  Illinois,  1 
McLean  County.  J     ' 

At  a  special  term  of  tlie  County  Court,  begun  and  held  in  and  for 
the  county  of  McLean  and  State  of  Illinois,  at  the  Court  House,  in 
Bloomington,  on  Monday  the  30th  day  of  March,  1857.  Present,  Hon. 
A.  J.  Merbiman,  County  Judge;  Milton  Smith  and  Hiram  Buck,  Asso- 
ciates, County  Justices  of  the  Peace;  J.  H.  Moore,  Sheriff;  E.  H. 
KooD,  Clerk. 

Amongst  the  business  of  said  Court  the  following  Order  was  made 
by  said  Court,  on  the  second  day  of  said  Term,  to-wit:  on  Tuesday, 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1857,  to-wit: 

In  the  mattbr  of  Appropriatiok  tor 


Normal  School  Unitbrsitt. 


[ 


Whbreas,  By  acta  of  CongreM,  approved  March  2,  1849,  and  September  28,  1850,  and  th« 
rarious  other  acts  amendatory  thereto,  the  swamp  and  OTerflowed  lanos  belonging  to  the  Qorem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  were  granted  to  the  several  States  in  which  they  were  respeotirelj 
mtnated,  under  certain  restrictions  therein  imposed ;  or  in  lieu  thereof,  the  proceeds  arismg  from 
the  sale  of  the  same;  and,  whereas,  by  a  further  act  of  Confess,  approved  March  3,  1857,  said 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  selected  under  the  acts  aforesaid,  so  far  as  the  same  remain  vacant 
and  unappropriated,  are  confirmed  to  the  several  States  in  which  they  are  situated ;  and  whereas  the 
Legislature  of  tlie  State  of  Illinois  have  surrendered  said  lands  or  the  proceeds  arising  from  their 
sale  to  the  counties  respectively  in  which  they  are  situated,  to  be  applied  under  the  directioD  of 
the  County  Courts,  or  Supervisors'  Courts,  to  educational  or  such  other  objects  as  the^  may  deem 

S roper  ^  and,  whereas,  also,  in  pursuance  of  an  a  ct  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  State,  a 
tate  Normal  University,  endowed  by  a  grant  of  the  interest  arising  from  the  College  and  Semi- 
Dsry  Funds,  is  about  to  be  located  at  some  suitable  point,  that  may  offer  inducements  thereto— 
therefore. 

Ordered^  That  we,  the  County  Court  of  Mclean  County,  do  hereby  appropriate  fifty  thousand 
dollars  of  the  first  mone^t  received  by  this  county,  under  or  by  operation  ot  the  variousscts  above 
referred  to,  in  aid  of  said  University. 

Said  appropriation  to  be  made  upon  the  following  restrictions  only : 

First  That  the  whole  of  said  fund  thus  appropriated  by  said  Court  be  expended  in  ereetinff  the 
Decessary  building  or  buildings  for  said  Normal  University,  and  to  be  paid  over  only  as  needed  for 
the  object  before  specified,  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  orders  signed  bj 
A.  J.  Herriman,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  this  Court  tlaj  hereafter  designate. 

Second.    That  said  Normal  University  be  located  within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  McLean. 

And  at  a  Special  Term  of  6aid  County  Court,  begun  and  held  as 
aforesaid,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1857,  the  following  Order  was  made 
by  said  Court  and  entered  upon  the  records  thereof,  to-wit: 

ivthi  mattkr  op  ak  appropriation  for  ) 
Normal  School  Ukivbrsitt.  ) 

Whbrbas,  many  citizens  of  the  county  having  made  application  to  the  Court  for  a  further  appro- 
priation out  of  the  Swamp  Land  Fund,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  erecting  suitable  buildmga 
K>r  said  Normal  University  •  therefore, 

Ordered^  That  we,  the  County  Court  of  McLean  County,  do  hereby  appropriate  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  out  of  the  first  moneys  received  by  this  county  from  said  Swamp  Land  Fond,  in  aid 
of  said  University.     Said  appropriation  to  be  made  upon  the  following  restrictions  only. 

First    That  the  whole  of^said  fund  th  '  "         *  j-^i  • 

necessary  building  or  buildings  for  said 

for  the  object  before  specifi^  to  the  '  ^  .      , 

■igned  by  A.  J.  Merriman,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  this  Court  may  hereafter  designate.. 

Seconci.    That  said  Normal  University  be  locatea  within  the  limits  of  the  County  of  McLean. 

Statb  of  Illixois,  ) 
McLean  County,    j 

I,  William  C.  Uobbs,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  said  County,  in  the  State  aforesaid^^db* 
hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  two  orders  made  by  the  Gosntf 
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Ckmrt  of  the  Gonntjr  aforeeaid,  anpropriatin^  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  twenty  thoosand  dol- 
lars, for  the  building  of  the  State  iMonnal  University  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  entered  upon  the 
records  of  said  Court,  the  first  on  the  thirty-first  aay  of  March,  1857,  and  the  second  on  the  first 
dar  of  May,  1857. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  mj  nsme  and  afBxed  the  seal  of  said  County 
[SKAL.  J    Court,  at  Bloomington,  this  24th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1858. 

W.  C.  HOBBS,  Clerk. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  STATE 

BOxiRD  OF  EDUCATION. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  of  DK- 
nois  met  in  Bloomington,  May  15, 1867.  Messrs.  Rex,  Ilovey,  Wright, 
Powell  and  Wilkins,  present. 

The  meeting  being  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Rex,  D. 
Wilkins  was  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  investigate  the  subscription  raised 
bv  the  citizens  of  Bloomington,  and  the  appropriation  made  by  McLean 
(Jounty  Court,  for  the  erection  of  buildings  for  the  Normal  University. 

After  various  remai-ks  by  members  ol  the  Committee  and  others, 
adjourned  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

TiPO  o^doch — ^p.  M. 

The  meeting  being  called  to  order,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Re9olvedf  That  we  require  of  the  citizeuR  of  Bloomington  a  guarantee  on  the  McLean  Countf 
subscription,  that  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  oe  paid  on  the  first  dav  of  August  next, 
and  the  further  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  Novemoer  next,  and  the 
further  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  the  further  som 
of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  the  remaining  sum  of  fourteen 
thousand  dollars  on  the  first  dav  of  August,  1858,  if  called  for  by  the  Board,  to  caable  them  to 
erect  the  building  of  the  Normal  University: 

Provided^  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  shall  give  thirtr  days*  notice,  by  publi- 
cation in  the  Bloomington  Pantagraph,  that  the  sums  aforesaid  will  be  called  for  at  the  time  tkey 
become  due. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  read  and  adopted : 

Betolred,  By  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  niinoU,  thai 
John  E.  McChm,  their  Treasurer,  be  instructed  to  carefully  examine  the  list  of  individual  subscrip- 
tions for  tlio  locution  of  the  Normal  Universitv  near  Bloomington,  and  take  notes  for  all  money 
subscriptions,  and  in  all  cases  which  he  sliall  deem  necessary  take  such  additional  aecuri^  as  M 
shall  consider  sufficient  to  insure  the  payment  of  the  sums;  and  that  he  report  on  the  sabrject  to 
the  Board  ut  their  meeting  on  the  23d  of  liJune,  1857. 

Betofved,  That  there  be  a  Committee  of  two  appointed  to  contract  for  brick,  sand,  lime,  sUnm^ 
Ac,  for  the  construction  of  the  Normal  University  building. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Powell  and  Wilkins  said  Contunittee- 
Adjourned. 

G.  B.  REX,  Chairman. 
D.  Wilkins,  Secretary. 
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GUAEANTY. 


WnuAS,  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  1857^  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Educatioii 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  passed  a  resolution  m  the  words  and  figures  following,  to-wit: 

"  Hesolred^  That  we  require  ot  the  citizens  of  Bloomington  a  guarantee  that  the  sum  of  fourteen 
thonaand  dollars  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  August  next,  and  the  further  sum  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand  dollars  on  the  nrst  day  of  November  next,  and  the  further  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars 
on  the  first  day  of  February  next^  and  the  further  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  on  the  first 
dsj  of  Mav  next,  and  the  remainmg  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  August, 
185S,  if  called  for  by  the  Board,  to  enable  them  to  erect  the  building  of  the  Normal  University,  on 
the  McLfCan  County  subscription. '* 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  in  consideration  that  the  said  McLean  County  subscription 
be  accepted  by  said  Board  of  Education,  and  the  said  Normal  University  be  located  at  the  place 
and  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  indicated  in  and  by  said  McLean  County  subscription,  do 
hereby  guaranty,  each,  to  the  extent  of  the  sum  set  opposite  his  name,  and  no  further,  the  payment 
to  said  Board  of  Education  the  several  sums  specihed  in  said  resolution,  and  to  be  maae  at  the 
times  therein  required.  And  in  case  of  any  actual  default,  we  are  to  share  with  each  other,  pro 
rate,  according  to  the  several  sums  set  opposite  our  names. 

Iftt^  15, 1857. 

K.  U.  Fell .$5,000  I  James  Brooson 500 

Jesse  W.  Fell 5,000  ,  Edward  D.  Benjamin 1,000 

J.  B.  McClun 5,000     E.  W.  BakewelL...* 5,000 

A.  B.  Shaffer 5,000     Dr.  H.  Shroder „ 1,000 

A.  Gridky 5,000    H.  H.  Painter 3,000 

George  Bruener 1,000     IL  J.  Eager 5.000 

R.  R.  Landon 5,000     Z.  Lawrence 2,000 

R.  Leach 500  '  John  Magoun 5,000 

W.  McCullough 3,000    Leonard  Swett 3,000 

H.  Rounds 5,000  '  James  Grover 3,000 

Qeorge  Park 5.000    A.W.Moore 3,000 

J.  H.  Moore 3,000    0.  Ellsworth 1,000 

A.  J.  Merriman 1.000    L.  Bunn 1,000 

John  Dawson .' 1,000    Z.  S.  Hoover 3,000 

Wm.  R.  Chew 500  i  S.  E.  Kenyon  A  Son 1,000 

A.  W.  Rogers 2,000  :  David  Brier 5,000 

E.  R.Rite 500    A.  Johnstone „     500 

R.  T.  Stockton 500  i  R.  Thompson  A  Co 1,000 

J.  C.Walker 2,000  '  S.  G.  Fleming 1,000 

J.  H.  Robinson 1,000  >  C.  W.  Lander „ 500 

Wm.  F.  Flagj? 5,000    John  Rouse 2,000 

Overman  A  Mann 1,000    S.  S.  Adolph 1,000 

Wm.  E.  Foote 1,000    J.  C.  Sloning 1.000 

D.  D.  Haggard 500     E.  H.  Rood 1,000 

Denton  Young 3,000    John  J.  Price 5,000 

W.  W.  Lusk 3,000    Joseph  Ludington 1,000 

C.Baker 3,000     0.  Rugg 1,000 

Joseph  Payne 5,000    N.  B.  Heafer 2,000 

M.  Pike 1.000  i  Keays  A  Brother 500 

S.  B.  llance 5,000  |  S.  Galagher 1,000 

C.  W.  Holder 2,000    Birch  A  Brothers 1,000 

8.  P.  Morehouse 1,000    Eliha  Rogers 2,000 

N.  Dixon 1,000    E.  M.  Philips 1,000 

Charles  Roadnight. 5,000  |  J.  F.  Humphreys 1,000 


Fraokltn  Price 3,000 

Wm.  W.  Orme 5,000 

W.  W.  Lusk  A  Company 5,000 

Wm.  T.  Mi^or 5,000 

D.  L.  Crist 2,000 

Theroo  Pardee 5.000 

George  W.  Stipp 5.000 


C.  Wakefield 1,000 

W.  Wyatt 5,000 

A.  J.  Warner 5,000 

J.  N.  Ward 5,000 

E.  Hartry 5,000 

James  L.  Rice 1,000 

W.  P.  Withers 1,000 


W.  U.  Temple 3,000  I  Jeste  Adami 1,000 

James  Niccolls $3,000  | 
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INDIVrDUAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


We,  the  undcraigned,  herebj  seTerally  sffree  to  paj  C.  B.  Denio,  Simeon  Wright|Duiiel  VO- 
kins,  C.  E.  Uovey.  U.  B.  liex,  Samuel  W.  MuulUm,  John  Gilieapie,  George  BuDsen,  We«lej  Slow, 
Niniao  W.  Edwardfl,  John  Eden,  Flavel  Mosolv,  Wm.  U.  Wells.  Albert  K.  Shannon  and  W.  IL  Powell, 
"The  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  lllinoiii/'  or  their  sucoesaors  in  office,  the  UBoants  set 
opposite 
exp 

General  Assembly  of  said  State,  approved  February  18,  1857 ;  8aid'8ub8criptions,'howeTer,  to  bt 
payable  oniy  un  conditions  that  said  Normal  University  is  located  in  McLean  county,  of  said  Strte^ 
and  at  some  point  not  exceeding  one  mile  from  the  corporate  Umita  of  the  city  of  Bloomington. 
April  7,  1»57. 

NAMES  OF  SUBSCRIBERS,  AMOUNTS,  CONDITIONS  AND  YEARS  OF  PAYMENTS. 

Jease  W.  Fell,  $500,  payable  in  6  and  12  months  after  location  ia  made ;  also,  ten  acres  for  a  Bte^ta 

be  selected  anywhere,  valued  at  $2000. 
C.  W.  Hulder,  |200,  payable  in  ^  and  12  months. 
8. 1).  Rounds,  $800, 

Wm.  W.  Ornie,  $UK),  payable  in  6  and  12  months. 
R.  0.  Warriner,  $100,        "  "  *•        after  the  building  commencea. 

A.  B.  Shaffer.  $rt(K).  payable  in  6  and  12  months. 
Park  A  Brother,  $100, 

B.  R.  Landon,  $1«K», 
Robert  I^each,  $100, 
George  Dietrich,  $i)0, 
Leonard  Swett,  $100, 
W.  Thomas,  $100. 
A.  A  0.  Barnard,  $100, 

J.  E.  McClun,  1^500,  ill  real  estate  at  cash  prices. 
Isaac  Mitehell,  $r>0,  payable  in  6  and  12  months. 
Wm.  E.  Foot<?,  $UM>, 
James  P.  Keen,  ^\()i), 
S.  B.  Ilance,  $1«»0, 
Hance  &  Tuvlor,  $100, 
Corydon  Weed,  $100, 
John  I*.  Smith,  $50, 
R.  T.  Stockton,  %:>% 

O.  Ellsworth,  $loo,  payable  in  ft  and  12  months. 
Lewis  Ihinu,  %\<\\  in  8'  and  12  months. 
Thorp  Smith  k  Co.,  $1«>0,  in  6  and  12  months. 
John  Mai^oun,  $l<>o,  in  G  and  12  months. 
0.  P.  Merriman,  $oO,  in  G  and  12  months. 
F.  K.  Phcpnix,  $1(X),  in  one  and  two  years. 
F.  Price,  $U»o, 
E.  Thomas,  $200, 
Denton  Young,  $100, 
W.  W.  Tavlor,  $2o0, 
H.  P.  Taylor,  $150, 
K.  H.  Fell,  $lo«\  payable  in  good  notes,  to  be  made  payable  in  one  and  two  yean  firom  the  fink  of 

June  next,  provided  the  said  Institution  is  located  within  two  mites  of  the  corporate  fioiii 
of  the  city  of  Bloomington. 
Jesse  W.  Fell,  *S500,  payable  by  the  conveyance  of  100  acres  of  my  land,  of  ATerage  Talnc,i> 
range  4  W.  of  Jackson  county,  Illinois,  on  completion  of  boilaing. 
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Sloff, 


We,  the  undersized,  herebv  severally  affree  to  pav  C.  B.  Denio,  Simeon  Wright,  Daniel 
kins,  V.  E.  IIovcv,  G.  B.  Rex  Samuel  W.  Aloulton  John  (*illfspie,  George  Bansen,  WcalevS 
Kinian  W.  I^Mwards,  John  Eden,  Flavel  Mosely,  William  H.  Wells,  Albert  R.  Shannon  ami  W.  B. 
Powell,  "The  Boiu-d  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,"  or  their  aucccasora  in  ofllca,  Ifct 
amounts  set  opposite  our  names  respectively,  and  in  the  manner  thereto  deaignated,  iaaidift 
fiind.  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  said  Board  of  Education,  in  erecting  the  neatMlI 
buildings,  and  improyiu^thc  site  of  the  "Normal  University"  for  the  State  of  IUinoia»  aaMaiitf 
for  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  State,  approved  February  18,  1857;  aaidaobasf' 
lions,  however,  to  be  payable  onljf  on  condition  that  saia  Normal  University  la  located  in  McU* 

(County,  of  said  State,  and  at  some  point  not  exceeding  three  miUe  from  the  corporate  limitoaf  ^ 

,city  of  Bloomington. 
AdHI  7.  1857. 
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NAMES  OF  SUBSCRIBERS,  AMOUNTS,  CONDITIONS  AND  TERMS  OF  PAYMENTa 

Dietrich  A  Bradner,  $200,  one-half  payable  in  nine  months  and  balance  in  eighteen. 

Po*ton  A  Didlake,  $100,  "  "  " 

S.  P.  Morehouse,  $100,  "  six  **         in  twelve  mouths. 

D.  L.  Crist,  $100,  within  one  mile  of  Blooming^n,  one-half  in  six  months,  balance  in  twelye 

months,  and  $100  more  if  located  within  1-2  mile  of  Junction. 
A.  C.  Washburn,  $50. 
Uarwood  A  Kug^  $200,  one-half  payable  in  nine  months,  and  balance  in  fifteen,  if  located  1-2 

mile  froinJunction. 
John  Demnan,  $100,  on  condition  that  said  school  is  located  within  1  1-2  miles  of  this  place. 

E.  K.  Crothers,  $50,  hiUf  in  nine  months  and  half  in  one  year. 
R.  E.  Woodson,  $50,  half  in  six  months  and  hulf  in  one  year. 

Thomas  Garlile,  $2o0,  one-half  6  months,  one-half  twelve  months,  if  located  within  one  miU  of  the 
corporate  limits. 

Cord.  Weed„ $500 

Samnel  Ws^on 200  in  one  and  two  years. 

O'Donald  A  Warner 300        "  " 

C.  W.  Lander 60 

E.Barber  A  Co 50 

B.B.  Harris 25 

A.  Steel 25 

£.  Martin InO  in  one  and  two  years. 

T.J.  Karr. 25 

C.  Wakefield 50  in  one  and  two  years. 

Smith  A  Graham. 50        "  " 

Bamuel  Colvin 25 

John  McMillen 25  in  one  and  two  years. 

A.  J.  Nason 25        "  •* 

J.  Branson 25        "  " 

A.Suton 25        "  " 

J.  W.  Lichtenthaler 25        "  " 

J.  B.  Crouch 25        "  " 

R.  Thompson 25        "  *' 

J.  W.  Moore 50        "  " 

Orin  Small 100  in  one  and  two  years. 

James  Grover 100  four  yearly  payments. 

B.M.  PhUlips 100    " 

We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  sercrallv  agree  to  puv  C.  B.  Denio,  Simeon  Wright,  Daniel  Wil- 
kins,  C.  E.  Hovey,  G.  B.  Rex,  Samuel  W.  Moulton,  John  Gillespie,  George  Bunsen,  Wesley  Sloan, 
Ninian  W.  Edwards  John  Eden,  Flavel  Mosely,  Wm.  II.  Wells,  Albert  R.  Shannon  and  W.  H. 
Powell,  "The  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,"  or  their  successors  in  office,  the 
amounts  set  opposite  our  names  respectively,  and  in  the  manner  thereto  described,  in  aid  of  a 
fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  suid  Board,  in  erecting  the  necessary  building  or  build- 
ing»f  improving  the  site  of  the  Normal  University  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  us  provided  for  by  an 
a<»  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  Stat^,  approved  February  18,  1H57;  said  subscriptions, 
however,  to  be  payable  onig  on  condition  that  saia  Normal  University  is  located  in  McLean  county, 
of  said  State,  and' at  some  point  not  exceeding  three-fourths  (8-4)  of  a  mile  from  the  intersection  of 
the  "Illinois  Central"  and  the  "Chicago,  Alton  and  St.  Louis'^  railroads. 

April  20,  1857. 

JeMe  W.  Fell,  $2,000,   (including  a  subscription  of  $500  already  made,)  payable  in  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

5  years :  Provided,  not  less  than  $10,000  more  can  be  had  to  this  subscription,  and  not 

less  than  80  acres  of  land ;  the  first  $500  to  be  expended  in  making  a  good  side  or  foot  walk 

to  the  Junction  from  University. 
Bwti  A  Ormc,  $1,500,  (including  a  subscription  of  $200  already  made,)  payable  in  1  and  2  years  : 

Provided,  not  less  than  $10,000  more  can  be  had  to  this  subscription,  and  not  less  than  80 

•eras  of  land. 
C.  W.  Holder,  $1,000,  (including  a  subscription  of  $200  already  made,)  payable  in  1  and  2  years: 

Provided,  not  less  than  $10,000  more  can  be  had  to  this  subscription,  and  not  less  than  80 

■eres  of  land, 
jr.  K.  Phoenix,  $1,500  (inolnding  a  subscription  of  $100  already  made,)  payable  one-half  in  nor- 

aery  stock  or  ornamental  planting  on  said  site,  and  the  balance  in  1  and  2  years. 
B^  R.  Landon,  $1,000,  (including  a  subscription  of  $100  already  made,)  payable  in  1  and  2  years. 
F«  Price,  $300,  finclnding  a  subscription  of  $100  already  made,)  payable  in  1  and  2  years. 
Bobcrt  Ulrich,  $300,  payable  in  1  and  2  years. 
WUHam  Dooley,  $500,  payable  in  1  and  2  years. 
A.  Oridley  A  Co.,  $1,150,  dischargable  by  a  conveyance  of  11  50-100  acres  of  land,  situated  in 

North  Bloomington,  and  in  tracts  a<yoining  on  the  north. 
Jehn  Magonn,  $700,  (including  subscription  of  $100  already  made,)  payable  in  1  and  2  years. 
William  Hill,  $400,  payable  in  1  and  2  years. 
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0.  M.  Col  man,  $1,000,  payablt  in  1  uid  2  j^wu,  or  diiohargaljle  bj  the  9tmwtijmDM,  wiUdn  1  jau> 

of  1 0  Bores  of  land  in  North  Bloomington. 

Joshua  K.  F«ll,  $600,  payable  in  1  and  2  years,  or  dischargablt  by  the  eoiiTtyaiiee,  within  1  year, 
of  5  acres  of  land  off  the  S.  end  of  my  home  farm,  £.  of  the  R.  R.,  at  my  option. 

0.  T.  Reeves,  Jr.,  $500,  payable  in  1  and  2  years. 

Eliha  Rogers,  $500,  payable  in  1  and  2  years. 

William  E.  Foot,  $200  including  $100  already  subscribed,  payable  in  1  and  2  yeara. 

Robert  A.  Dalsell,  $250,  payable  in  1  and  2  years. 

Tho's  Junk.  $500.  payable  in  1  and  2  years,  or  dischargablo  by  the  conTeyance,  within  1  year,  of 
5  acres  of  land  in  the  N.  W.  corner  of  my  farm,  at  my  option. 

Novel  l>ix«en,  $200.  payable  in  1  and  2  years :  Providtd,  I  succeed  in  getting  a  good  title  to  the  N. 
E.  qr.  Sec.  22.  T.  24  X.,  R.  2  E. 

W.  W.  Taylur,  $600,  payable  in  1  and  2  years,  including  a  subscription  already  made  of  $200. 

R.  P.  Taylur,  $500,  payiiblo  in  1  and  2  years,  iucliiding  a  subscription  already  made  of  $150. 

J.  S.  Walker.  $200,  payable  in  1  and  2  years,  if  located  on  the  Amey  property. 

Overman  k  Mann,  $1,200,  payable  in  1,  2  and  3  years,  one-half  in  nursery  stock,  hedging  and  or- 
namental planting.  Ist  and  2d  years;  and  balance  cash,  2d  and  3d  years.  • 

8.  R.  Case,  $200,  payable  in  1  and  2  years  in  cash,  or  discbargable  within  1  year  by  the  conrey- 
ance  of  2  acres  of  ground  in  North  Bluumington,  and  adjoining  on  the  north,  at  my  op- 
tion. 

K.  n.  Fell.  $500.  payable  in  notes  t-o  be  due  in  3  years  from  the  first  of  June  next. 

John  Ruuflu,  $200,  payable  in  1  and  2  years  from  the  first  of  June  next 

W.  H.  Allin,  $1,100,  payable  on  the  completion  of  the  building,  by  the  eonreyance  of  the  follow- 
ing lots  :  lot  7,  block  1 ;  L.  5,  B.  2 ;  L.  13,  B.  13;  L's  14,  15,  B.  23,  and  L.  0,  B.  H  bU 
of  Western  Ad.  to  Bloomington. 

William  T.  Major,  $600,  payable  on  the  completion  of  the  building,  by  a  oonreyanoe  of  lei  Now 
one  (1),  S.  16,  T.  25,  2  E.,  containing  40  acres. 

George  P.  Howell,  $150,  payable  in  1,  2  and  3  years,  equal  installments. 

Jesse  W.  Foil.  $7,000,  payable  on  the  completion  of  the  University  building,  by  the  oonTeyanoe  of 
1,450  acres  of  my  Jackson  county  lands,  situated  in  towns  8  and  9  south,  ranges  4  and 
5  west  of  the  3d  P.  M.,  and  to  be  of  average  value  with  my  other  lands  in  sMd  townahip% 
to  be  selected  by  disinterested  persons. 


BONDS. 


Know  all  men  by  thete  preaentt,  That  we,  Joseph  Payne  and  Mcshaek  Pike,  of  the  eonnty  of 
Mcl^un  and  State  of  IllinoiH,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  atsts 
of  IllinoiH,  in  tlic  sum  of  forty -four  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be 

Eaid  to  tho  huiU  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  which  payment  well  and  tinly  to 
e  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  uur  heirs,  executors  und  administrators,  and  every  of  them,  maij 
by  tlicso  presents.     Scaled  with  our  seals,  this  the  first  day  of  June.  A.  D.  1S57. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that,  whereas,  the  said  Joseph  Payne  and  MeshsdL 
Pike  huve  heretofore,  to-wit:  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1857,  donated  to  the  aaid  Board 
of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  all  the  lundin  the  southeast  ouarter  of  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  twenty -ei^ht,  town  twenty -four  north,  range  two  east,  wuich  lies  west  of  the  Stale  road. 
which  is  on  extension  of  Main  street  of  Bloomington  north,  containing  twenty-one  and  a  hsli 
acres:  also,  the  following  described  tract,  commencing  at  a  point  twenty  rods  east  of  Uieabovt 
named  State  road,  on  the  south  line  of  the  above  described  forty  acre  lot.  running  thence  sontil 

Iiarallel  with  said  State  road  about  one  hundred  and  fortv-scven  rods  to  tnc  north  side  of  the  St 
iOuis,  Alton  and  Chicago  Railroad,  thence  along  the  north  side  of  said  railroad  in  a  nortfaeasterfy 
direction  about  sixty  rods,  thence  north  about  one  hundred  rods,  thence  west  to  the  east  side  m 
said  State  roud,  thence  south  fourteen  rods,  thence  east  twenty  rods  to  the  place  of  beginning; 
said  area  to  contain  filty-six  und  one-half  acres.  And  should  said  boundary  not  contain  fifly^six 
and  a  half  acres,  then  the  said  number  of  acres  to  be  made  up  from  the  north  and  east  sides  of 
said  tract ;  said  donation  being  on  condition  that  the  Board  ot  Education  of  the  State  of  lUinni 
should  locate  the  buildings  ofthe  State  Normal  University  on  any  of  the  land  in  said  sectioo 
twenty-eight,  township  twenty-four  north,  range  two  oast,  donated  to  the  said  Board  by  David 
Davis,  Edwin  W.  Bukewell  and  the  said  Joseph  I'uvne  and  Mcshaek  Pike;  and.  whereas^  the  said 
Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  have  determined  to  locate  the  buildings  of  the  Ststs 
Normal  University  upon  tho  lands  in  said  section  twenty -eight  donated  as  aforesaid: 

Now,  if  the  said  Joseph  Payne  and  Meshack  Pike,  when  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  Stalsef 

JJJinois  shall  have  laid  the  foundation  of  the  buildinus  of  said  State  Normal  Uniyersi^,  and  ihsD 

in  good  i&ith  have  commenced  llie  erection  of  said  builings  thereon,  shall  make,  exeente  aid 
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delirer  unto  sud  Bo«rd  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  a  warranty  deed  of  the  abore 
described  tracta  of  land,  with  the  condition  in  said  deed  that  said  Normal  UniTersitj  ahall  era* 
remain  on  said  premises,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void ;  otherwise  to  remain  in  fiul  force  and 
effect. 

In  presence  of  )  JOSEPH  PAYNE,         [l.  s.] 

07t.  RisFBsJr.    f  MESHACK  PIKE,         [l.  a.] 


Know  all  men  by  theie  pre*ent9,  That  I,  Edwin  W.  Bakewell,  of  the  county  of  McLean  and 
State  of  Illinois,  am  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinoi^ 
in  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  puld  to  the  said 
Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  I  bind 
myself,  my  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  ana  eVery  of  them,  firmly  by  these  presents. 
Sealed  with  my  seal  this  first  day  of  May^  A.  D.  1857. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that,  whereas,  the  said  Edwin  W.  Bakewell  has 
heretofore,  to-wit :  on  the  twenty -hflh  day  of  April,  1857,  donated  to  the  said  Board  of  Education 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  forty  acres  of  land  oflf  the  south  side  of  so  much  of  the  north  half  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  twenty -eight,  township  twenty-four  north,  in  range  two  east,  as  lies 
west  of  the  State  road,  said  forty  acres  to  include  said  State  road,  which  is  an  extension  of  Main 
street  of  Blooniington  north,  on  condition,  that  the  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois should  locale  the  buildings  of  the  State  Normal  Uniyersity  on  any  of  the  lands  in  said  section 
twenty-eight,  township  twenty-four  north,  in  ran^  two  east,  donated  to  said  Board  by  Darid 
Dayis,  Joseph  Payne,  Meshack  Pike,  or  said  Edwin  W.  Bakewell ;  and,  whereas,  the  saiid  Board 
of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  have  determined  to  locate  the  buildings  of  the  State  Normal 
Uniyersity  upon  the  lands  in  said  section  twenty-eight  donated  as  aforesaid : 

Now,  if  the  said  Edwin  W.  Bakewell,  when  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall 
haye  laid  the  foundations  of  the  building  of  said  State  Normal  Uniyersity,  and  shall  in  good  faith 
haye  commenced  the  erection  of  the  buudings  thereon,  shall  make,  execute  and  deliver  dnto  the 
sold  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  a  warranty  deed  of  forty  acres  off  the  south  side 
of  the  north  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  twenty-eight,  township  twenty-four  north,  in 
range  two  east,  as  lies  west  of  the  State  road,  said  forty  acres  to  include  said  State  road,  whicn  is 
ftn  extension  of  Main  street  of  Bloomington  north,  with  a  condition  in  said  deed  that  the  said 
Normal  University  shall  remain  ever  on  said  premises,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void:  otherwise 
to  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  E.  W.  BA&EWELL.    [l.  s.] 

In  nresencc  of 
0.  T.  Reeves 


.  jr.  I 


Know  all  men  bif  the^e  pretentt,  That  I,  Jesse  W.  Fell,  of  the  eounty  of  McLean,  and  Stats  of 
Illinois,  am  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  the  p*- 
nal  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  for  which  true  payment  to  be  made,  I  do  hereby  bind  myself^ 
my  heirs,  administrators  and  executors,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this 
first  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1857. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that,  whereas,  the  aboye  named  Jesse  W.  Fell  this  day 
donated  to  the  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  following  described  real  estate, 
lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  and  State  of  Illinois,  to  wit:  Fourteen  hundred  and 
fljfly  acres  of  my  Jackson  county  lands,  situated  in  towns  eight  (8)  and  nine  (9),  in  ranges  foar 
and  fiye  west  of  the  3d  principal  meridian,  and  to  be  of  average  value  with  my  other  lands  in  said 
townships,  to  be  selected  by  disinterested  persons :  also,  one  hundred  acres,  of  average  yalue,  of 
my  land  in  range  four  (4)  west,  in  Jackson  county,  Illinois. 

Said  donation  being  upon  conditioD  that  the  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
•hall  locate  the  Normal  University  of  the  State  of  Illiaois,  as  provided  for  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  said  State,  approved  February  18,  1857,  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  Junction 
of  the  Illinois  Central  and  Chicago,  Alton  and  St.  Louis  railroads,  and  shall  proceed  to  erect  and 
oooiplete  the  buildings  of  said  Normal  University  on  the  sixty  acre  tract  lying  on  the  eaet  of  tile 
Hadson  road,  and  donated  to  said  Board  by  Pike  and  Payne. 

Kow,  if  the  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  comply  with  the  aboye  eon- 
ditions,  and  when  said  Board  of  Education  shall  have  completed  the  buildings  of  said  Normal 
Uniyersity,  then  the  said  Jesse  W.  Fell  will  execute  and  deliver  to  said  Board  of  Education  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  a  good  and  sufficient  warranty  deed  for  said  land,  and  this  bond  to  be  nnll  and 
▼old;  otherwise,  to  remain  in  full  force  and  efiect  JESSE  W.  FELL.    [l.  s.] 


Know  all  men  bg  the^e  prettnU,  That  I,  John  E.  MoClon,  of  the  county  of  McLean,  and  State  of 
Illinois,  am  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  the 
penal  snm  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  which  true  payment  to  be  made,  I  do  hereby  bind  myself^ 
my  heirs,  administrators  and  executors,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Witness  mj  hand  and  seal, 
this  fourth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1857. 
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The  condition  of  tht  abore  obligation  is  raeh  thai,  whereat,  the  aboye  named  John  E.  MeCIna 
hae  this  day  given  to  the  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinoifl,  the  following  deeeribed 
real  estate,  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  McLean,  and  State  of  IHinois,  to- wit:  Lots  fire,  (5,) 
■ix  (5)  and  seven  (7),  in  block  one  (1),  and  lots  one  (1)  and  two  (2),  in  block  six  (0),  in  John  EL 
MoClnn*!  south  addition  to  Bloomington.  Which  said  gift  to  the  said  Board  of  Edacation  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  is  upon  the  express  condition  that  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Dli* 
nois  shall  locate  the  Normal  University  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  provided  fer  by  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  IllinoLi,  of  date  February  18,  1857,  within  one  mile  of  the  eorporata 
limits  of  the  city  of  Bloomington,  in  the  said  county  of  McLean,  State  of  Illinoit. 

Now,  if  the  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  locate  said  Normal  Univerfilj 
in  accordance  with  the  above  condition,  and  when  said  Board  shall  have  completed  the  foandati<m 
of  the  main  building  of  said  Normal  University,  and  shall  have  in  good  faith  coromcnoed  the 
treotion  of  the  superstructure  thereon,  then  the  said  John  E.  McClun  will  execute  and  deliver  to 
■aid  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  a  good  and  sufficient  warranty  deed  for  laid 
land,  and  this  bond  to  be  null  and  void ;  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  effect. 

J.  E.  McCLUN.     [l.  s.] 


Know  all  men  hy  thett  pretenU,  That  I,  William  T.  Major,  of  the  county  of  McLean,  and  State 
of  Illinois,  am  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  the 
penal  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  for  which  true  payment  to  be  made,  I  do  hereby  bind  myself, 
my  heirs,  admiaistrators  and  executors,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Witness  my  hand  and  saal,  this 
first  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1857. 

The  eoi^ition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that,  whereas,  the  above  named  William  T.  Mi^)or 
has  this  day  donated  to  the  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  following 
described  real  estate,  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  McLean,  and  State  of  Illinois,  io-wit:  Lot 
numbered  one,  in  southeast  quarter  of  section  sixteen,  town  twenty-five  north,  in  range  one  eas^ 
containing  forty  acres.  Said  donation  being  upon  condition  that  the  said  Board  of  Education  of 
the  State  of  Illinois  shall  locate  the  Normal  University  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  as  provided  for 
by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  State,  approved  February  18,  1857,  within  threo-fourtht 
of  a  mile  of  the  Junction  of  the  "Illinois  Central"  and  the  "Chicago,  Alton  and  St.  Lonia" 
railroads,  and  shall  proceed  to  erect  and  complete  the  buildings  of  said  Normal  University  en 
said  location. 

Now,  if  the  said  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  comply  with  the  above  eon- 
ditions,  and  when  the  said  Board  of  Education  shall  have  completed  the  buildings  of  said  Normal 
University,  then  the  said  William  T.  Major  will  execute  and  deliver  to  the  said  Board  of  Education 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  a  sufficient  warranty  deed  for  said  land,  and  this  bond  to  bo  null  and  void; 
otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  effect.  WILL.  T.  MAJOR,     [l.  b.] 


Bloomington,  December  24,  1858. 

The  Board  met  at  tlie  city  of  Bloomington,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  December,  1858,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  The 
following  members  were  present: 

Messrs.  Edwards,  Demo,  Kex,  Bimsen,  Gillespie,  Wright,  Moulton, 
Wilkins,  Mosely,  Hovey  and  Powell. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Retolvedf  That  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Botti^ 
and  that  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  present  the  same  to  the  Legislature. 

On  motion,  it  was 

lietolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Auditor  of  State  for  the  sum  of  $9,818  93,  to  bt 
expended  in  carrying  on  the  Normal  School  during  the  coming  year. 

Tlie  President  presented  the  following  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Moulton,  was  referred  to  the  Auditing 
Committee,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  to  the 
Board. 


879 

lb  Ae  Board  of  Education  of  the  StaU  of  lUinoU: 

GBXTLBMSir — I  herewith  present  jou  my  report  of  the  receipts  and  ezpenditores  in  support  of 
the  State  Normal  UniTersitj  for  the  year  ending  July  3,  1858. 
BifOOXiHGTOH,  IhcenU>er  23,  1858.  Very  respectfully,  yours,  J.  E.  McCLUN. 

▲B8TBACT  OF  THE  TRBASUBEB'B  BBPORT. 

J.  K  McClun,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education, 

DEBTOR. 

To  amount  of  interest  on  the  College  and  Seminary  Funds,  received  January 

2,1858 ^ $9,754  74 

CBEDITOR. 

By  amount  paid  to  teachers $5,820  00 

By  amount  paid  for  books,  maps,  etc.,  and  incidentaln 2,000  85 

By  amount  paid  for  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Education 1,442  58 

Whole  amount  paid  up  to  July  3,  1858 $9,253  4S 

Balance  on  hand _  $491  31 

Mr.  Wright  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Beaolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  be  requested  to  pay  the  salaries  of  tht 
taaehers  monthly,  upon  the  order  of  the  Principal  of  the  University. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moulton,  it  was 

Bfolvcdf  That  the  Principal  of  the  University  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  employ  Dr. 
Roe  to  lecture  on  Chemistry  and  Physiology,  at  $12  50  per  lecture,  not  exceeding  one  per  week, 
till  the  further  ordering  of  this  Board. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Be$olvedf  That  the  Board  of  Education  employ  no  teacher  in  this  University  who  is  at  the  same 
time  engaged  in  any  other  occupation  or  employment  which  wiU  divide  his  labors  or  duties. 

The  Principal  of  the  University  having  presented  his  report.,  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  and  present  the  same  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

The  Auditing  Committee  presented  the  following  bills  and  recom- 
mended their  aflowance : 

N.  W.  Edwards,  traveling  expenses, $9  50 

8.  W.  Moulton,        "            " 24  00 

George  Bunsen,       "           <*            24  00 

George  P.  Rex,        "           "            24  75 

J.J.  Gillespie,          "            "            21  50 

F.Mosely,                "           "            15  00 

8.  Wright,                "           "            13  50 

W.  H.Powell,          "           "            9  00 

C.  B.  Dcnio,              "            "            32  50 

W.  B.  Foote,             "            "            54  75 

J.  F.  Eberhart,  advertising,... 00  00 

W.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  books, 21  67 

B.  Rogers 41  50 

Nason  k  Hill,  printing, 47  50 

J.  G.  Hovell 46  85 

P.  Harper 47  00 

Ira  Moore,  salary, 400  00 

8.  WUlard,  salary, 400  00 

B.  C.  Hewitt  salary, 400  00 

C.  M.  Cady,  salary,  200  00 

E.  R.  Roe,  salary, 75  00 

D.  Wilklns,  copying  minutes, 12  50 

C.  E.  Hovey,  salary  and  sundry  bills, 1,288  04 

D.  Wilkins,  traveling  expenses, 10  00 

The  bill  of  Dr.  "Warriner,  for  stationery,  beingincorrect,  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Auditing  Committee,  and  Mr.  Wilkins  authorized  to 
examine  the  bill  and  audit  it,  when  foimd  to  be  correct. 
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The  bill  of  C.  E.  Hovey,  for  traveling  expenses,  amounting  to  $25, 
was  allowed,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Auditing  Committee  reported  the  Treasurer's  Eeport  correct, 
and  recommenaed  that  so  much  of  the  same  as  related  to  the  educa- 
tional fund  should  be  adopted;  which  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Rfolv^df  That  the  iaggestioni  of  the  Principal,  in  regard  to  Biplomai,  be  adopted  bj  tbii 
Board. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Betolvedf  That  the  regular  biennial  meetings  of  the  Board  be  held  on  Friday  before  the  Fourth 
day  of  July,  commencing  in  July,  1859,  and  every  two  years  thereafter. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Hesolred,  That  Judge  McClun  receive  the  thanks  of  this  Board  for  the  able  and  efficient  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties,  and  fur  his  uniform  gentlemanly  and  obliging  oondnet 
towards  all  the  members  of  this  Board. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  a  Course  of  study  was  discharged. 
On  motion,  tlie  Board  adjourned. 

K  W.  EDWAKDS,  President. 
W.  II.  Powell,  Secretary. 
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PKmCIPAL'S  KEPOKT. 


To  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Illinois : 

Gentlemen — In  submitting  to  you  an  account  of  the  organization  oi 
the  State  Normal  University  and  its  progress  until  now,  I  shall  use  all 
brevity  consistent  with  a  plain  statement. 

You  will  remember  that,  after  the  'location'  question  was  settled,  a 
Principal  was  elected  and  charged  with  the  offices  of  devising,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Architect,  plans  for  the  University  building;  of  renting 
and  suitably  fitting  up  rooms  for  temporary  use  until  said  edifice  should 
be  completed;  of  determining,  with  the  advice  of  the  Committee  on 
Officers,  the  admission-quaUtications  of  students;  and  of  fixing  the 
time  for  beginning  the  first  term  of  school.  Meanwhile  associate  teach- 
ers were  to  oe  selected — a  matter  of  no  little  deUcacy,  and  of  overshad- 
owing importance. 

The  organization  of  an  Institution  such  as  you  were  expected  to 
estabUsh,  varying  from  any  this  side  of  the  Alleghanies,  and  in  some 
respects  from  any  beyond,  was  a  work  of  sufficient  difficultv  under 
favoring  auspices;  but,  unfortunately,  the  omens  threatened.  The  very 
existence  of  the  University  was  little  known  among  the  people,  and 
where  known  its  character  and  objects  were  vaguely  guessed  at.  Some 
supposed  it  to  be  an  aristocratic  establishment  got  up  to  educate  the 
children  of  the  wealthy  or  the  influential;  others  proclaimed  it  an 
experiment;  while  a  few  circulated  the  absurd  rumor  that  its  object 
was  the  aggrandizement  of  individuals.  These  and  other  mistakes  met 
the  Principal  at  the  very  threshold,  and  largely  multiplied  obstacles  to 
the  successful  carrying  out  of  your  designs.  And  what  were  your 
designs?  Clearly,  to  establish  such  an  Institution  as  the  Legislature 
had  provided  for,  "whose  objects  shall  be  to  qualify  teachers  for  the 
Common  Schools  of  this  State,  by  imparting  instruction  in  the  art  of 
teaching;  in  the  branches  of  study  which  pertain  to  a  Common  School 
education ;  in  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences,  including  Agricul- 
tural Chemistry,  Animal  and  Vegetable  Physiology ;  in  tlie  fundamen- 
tal laws  of  the  United  States  ana  of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  regard  to 
the  rights  and  duties  of  citizens;  and  such  other  studies  as  the  Board 
of  Education  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe." 

It  is  evident,  from  this  statement  of  the  act  itself,  that  a  College  was 
not  intended,  nor  an  Institution  which  shoxdd  materiaUy  trench  upon  its 
field  of  labor.  Nor  was  a  Normal  School,  strictly  speaking,  just  the 
thing,  although  the  rigid  system  of  training  in  the  elements  which  has 
been  the  especial  glory  of  such  schools  was  evidently  contemplated. 
The  Legislature  meant  to  create  such  an  Institution  as  should  be  fit  to 
stand  at  the  head  of  the  great  Common  School  interest  of  Illinois ;  and, 
as  the  first  step,  it  meant  to  reUeve  the  State  of  the  necessity  of  going 


382 

beyond  her  own  borders  for  careftdly  trained  teachers  for  her  Public 
Schools  of  every  grade.  It  meant  to  furnish  a  means  of  keeping  alive 
professional  enthusiasm,  of  suggesting  more  excellent  methods  of  in- 
struction, and  of  improving  the  course  of  study  in  the  Free  Schools. 
To  this  last  point  considerable  attention  seems  to  have  been  given ;  and 
studies  not  usually  pursued  in  Common  Schools  were  nevertheless  or- 
dered to  be  taught  to  those  who  should  become  teachers  of  Common 
Schools.  It  was  foreseen  that  the  course  of  study  in  the  University 
would  eventually  be  reproduced  in  a  thousand  villages  and  settlements 
all  over  the  prairies ;  and  that  if  tlie  Natural  Sciences  found  place  in 
the  course  here,  they  woidd  there.  "Whatever  you  would  have  appear 
in  the  life  of  a  people  must  be  put  into  its  schools"  is  at  least  half  true; 
but  it  is  even  more  true  that  whatever  you  would  have  appear  in  the 
life  of  a  school  must  be  put  into  its  teacher.  As  he  thinks  and  acts  so 
will  his  pupils.  But  he  will  think  and  act  and  tedch  what  he  himself 
knows,  ana  he  knows  what  he  has  been  taught. 

The  direction  which  should  be  given  to  the  teachings  in  the  Univer- 
sity is  largely  determined  by  the  law  itself;  but  their  character  and  ex- 
tent rests  with  you.  Unfortunately,  for  the  past  year  a  large  amount  of 
drill  teaching  has  been  required,  which  ought  to  have  been  done  else- 
where ;  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  this  state  of  things  may  continue 
for  a  series  of  years.  We  can  hardly  expect  to  be  releasecf  from  the 
actual  work  of  teaching  the  common  branches  until,  by  the  reflex  influ- 
ence of  the  tlniversity  and  other  agencies  now  at  work,  the  standard  of 
elementary  knowledge  shall  be  raised  in  the  sources  whence  come  our 
students.  The  eftect  of  this  state  of  things  must  be  to  prolong  the 
course  of  study.  The  course  of  study  the  past  year  has  been  in  theory  a 
rmneijo  of  .the  branches  usually  taught  in  the  Public  Schools,  but  in  prac- 
tice has  amounted  to  almost  an  ortyinal  investigation.  At  first  came  a 
drill  on  the  Elementary  Sounds  of  the  English  language,  followed  by 
Reading  and  a  careful  examination  of  the  thought  and  expression  of 
the  author.  Parallel  with  this  ran  the  course  in  Mental  and  Written 
Arithmetic ;  the  construction  of  Maps ;  Descriptive,  Physical  and  Po- 
litical Geography  ;  English  Grammar ;  Physiology  ;  Vocal  Music;  and 
the  Theory  and  Art  of  Teaching.  Much  more  is  included  under  some 
of  these  heads  than  is  usually  comprehended,  and  the  text-books  ftir- 
nished  have  proved  entirely  inadequate.  These  defects  have  been 
measurably  supplied  by  Gazetteers  and  Dictionaries ;  but  still  our  librar 
ry  of  reference  books  is  quite  incomplete. 

It  is  perhaps  too  early  in  the  history  of  this  Institution  to  attempt  to 
fix  the  ultimate  limits  of  the  course  of  study.  The  State  is  young— 
her  institutions  forming,  and  her  wants  but  partially  known.  Some- 
thing, however,  may  be  said,  based  upon  the  nature  of  human  develop- 
ment and  the  seeming  necessities  of  the  State.  And  the  first  thing  is, 
that  there  should  be  no  attempted  hot-bed  culture.  It  takes  twenty 
years  to  reach  even  early  manliood,  and  no  process  is  likely  to  be  dis- 
covered to  abridge  the  period.  Can  the  mind  violate  the  first  law  of  its 
growth  and  pass  from  ignorance  to  knowledge  at  a  bound  ?  It  is  time 
that  empiricism  in  this  direction  should  be  aone  away  with.  Years  of 
^"^tdning  is  an  inexorable  condition  to  a  successful  course  of  human  de- 
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velopment;  Secondly^  the  subjects  of  study  should  be  those  lying  nearest 
the  people,  and  such  as  will  be  of  the  most  service  to  them. 

I  nave  been  accustomed,  in  discussing  this  subject,  to  assume  a  rough 
classification,  which,  if  not  specific,  yet  serves  mv  purpose.  1st.  Lan- 
guage, including  all  means  ot  communication ;  2a.  Mathematics,  or  the 
science  of  form  and  comparison ;  3.  The  Earth,  embracing  its  products 
and  relations. 

The  former  two  are  tools  for  the  investigation  of  the  latter,  and  of 
course  are  strictly  practical  and  utilitarian.  In  this  fact,  not  in  any 
hostility  to  what  I  have  included  under  the  third  head,  lies  the  secret  of 
their  commanding  position  among  men  and  systems  of  study.  A  man 
may  as  well  undertake  to  build  a  palace  without  tools  as  to  study  the 
Natural  Sciences  and  Man  without  Language  and  Mathematics.  His 
palace  in  the  one  case  would  turn  out  a  rude  hut,  and  his  progress  in 
the  other  such  as  dwellers  in  huts  make.  In  other  words,  without  these 
two  great  instruments  of  thought,  language  and  mathematics,  civiliza- 
tion could  not  exist.  But  while  I  claim  that  these  two  most  wonderful 
inventions  must  of  necessity  precede  and  lead,  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  the  other — ^the  Earth,  that  about  which  they  are  employed,  is  un- 
important, or  that  it  is  secondary  except  in  oruer.  One  of  the  finest 
thinkers  in  the  coimtry  has  just  said  that  "The  Natural  Sciences  should 
occupy  in  the  general  scheme  of  common  education  as  prominent  a 
place  as  the  Languages,  and  for  general  purposes  of  culture  should  pre- 
cede a  knowledge  of  other  tongues."  But  he  goes  on  to  say,  "We 
must  no  more  expect  by  a  course  of  education  to  make  all  men  natu- 
ralists than  to  make  all  linguists  or  all  mathematicians.  One  object  in 
making  our  scheme  of  common  study  thorough  and  comprehensive  is, 
I  repeat  it,  to  make  men  the  better  specialists ;  and  it  would  be  as  great 
a  mistake  to  underrate  the  value  ot  the  Mathematics,  the  Languages, 
History,  Logic,  or  Moral  Philosophy,  as  to  underrate  the  Natural  oci- 


ences." 


Any  scheme  of  common  education  should  embrace  the  first  prind- 

})lcs  of  all  these,  but  their  study  in  detail  may  be  left  for  the  work  of  a 
ife-time.  Of  course,  a  microscopic  view  of  any  science  does  not  come 
within  the  province  of  Elementary  Schools.  Such  views  may  be  taken 
by  the  specialist,  but  are  not  suited  to  general  culture.  Perhaps  I  should 
state  more  particularly  what  is  intended  to  be  included  under  the  several 
heads. 

Language,  or  Means  of  Expression.  Words, — These  are  beyond 
question  the  most  noble  achievement  of  man,  are  most  cunningly  de- 
vised, contain  the  most  secrets,  are  the  only  reliable  history  of  thought 
and  action,  and  are  a  bond  of  union  more  potent  than  compacts  or  ar- 
mies. To  their  study  too  much  attention  can  hardly  be  given.  The 
great  English  tongue  bears  much  the  same  relation  to  us  that  air  and 
water  do.  In  some  form  we  must  have  it ;  but  whether  in  liopuriiy 
depends  upon  the  schools.  To  obtain  an  accurate  knowledge  of  English 
words^  the  lelier%  and  their  2x?tr^«  must  be  mastered.  "A,  B,  C,  and 
the  powers  thereof,  are  the  first  lesson;"  and  in  learning  that  lesson,  not 
only  enunciation  and  pronunciation  become  prominent,  but  the  first 
step  in  elocution,  the  culture  of  the  voice.    By  £eu:  the  most  interesting 
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part  of  the  sttidy  of  words  is  their  etymology.  Tliey  contain  a  world 
of  wisdom,  wit  and  warning,  which  provoke  and  reward  the  student. 
Without  a  carefdl  study  of  the  origin  and  history  of  words,  skill  and  accu- 
racy in  their  use  can  hardly  be  expected ;  and  without  these  the  teacher 
is  snom  of  half  his  strength.  Ho  must  submit  to  the  irksome  labor  of 
correcting  false  impressions  which  he  himself  has  made  through  igno- 
rance of  iiis  "mother  tongue."  I  know  of  no  reason  why  that  same 
practical  analysis  and  application  which  Colbum  introduced  in  the 
study  of  numbers  should  not  be  used  in  the  study  of  words.  Let  the 
student  mnstaiitly  apply  his  knowledge  of  oral  and  written  language 
until  the  correct  use  of  words  has  become  a  habit.  Let  the  first  error 
in  spoken  words  be  pursued  with  relentless  energy  until  it  is  exorcised, 
and  the  second  likewise,  and  so  on,  while  the  practice  in  written  lan- 
guage should  include,  besides  the  use  of  the  right  word  in  the  right 
place,  correct  spelling,  capitalization,  paragraphing  and  manual  execu- 
tion.    Practice  is  the  thing  demandea.     It  avails  nothing  to  be  able  to 

say  that  " is  a  common  noun,  third  person,  singular  number,  in 

the  objective  case,  and  governed  by  of:  prepositions  govern  the  objec- 
tive case."  A  parrot  could  do  as  mucii.  The  forms,  structure  and 
analysis  of  words  and  sentences  must  be  grasped  in  a  fuller  sense  than 
is  gained  by  the  ordinary  study  of  an  English  Grammar.  The  English 
Classics,  out  of  which  grammars  are  made,  must  be  studied ;  and  if  the 
English"  tongue  is  to  be  intimately  known,  its  father,  the  Latin,  and  its 
mother,  the  German,  may  as  well  be  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of 
the  student 

The  musical  faculty^  as  a  source  of  enjoyment  in  the  family  circle, 
workshop,  church,  and  school-room,  and  as  a  means  of  giving  expression 
to  the  highest  and  holiest  emotions  of  the  soul,  is  capable  of  exerting 
an  important  influence  upon  human  character  and  progress.  It  exists 
in  ditt'orent  degrees  of  cfevelopment,  and  as  many  can  learn  to  sing  as 
to  read  or  write,  if  singing  be  begun  as  early  and  taught  as  systematic 
oodly  as  reading  or  writing.  Sucli  is  the  united  exj)ericnce  of  those  who 
have  syHtematioally  taught  music  to  the  young.  1  see  no  reason,  there- 
fore, why  vocal  music  sliould  not  enter  into  every  elementary  course  of 
study,  and  take  its  place  beside  the  "  essential  branches."  There  are 
weighty,  moral  reasons  for  welcoming  it  inside  the  school-room  ;  but  pe- 
culiar care  should  be  taken  in  tin's  science  to  guard  against  6j>asmodic 
efforts  and  attempts  to  teach  vocal  music  "in  twelve  lessons."  Nothing 
but  continued  and  systematic  instruction  can  put  this  accomplishment 
into  the  possession  of  learners ;  and  experience  thus  far  goes  to  show 
that  this  can  without  at  all  interfering  with  progi^ess  in  other  branches. 

Drawing  is  a  valuable  means  of  illustration.  In  some  cases  it  con- 
veys ideas  over  which  words  have  no  control.  For  instance :  who 
could  pve  us  as  good  an  idea  of  the  shape  of  a  horse  in  an  entire  book 
as  couM  be  caught  by  one  glance  of  the  eye  at  the  real  object  or  an  ac- 
curate picture  of  it  ?  Words  can  impart  no  conception  of  color,  and 
were  it  n(»t  for  the  limner's  art,  our  knowledge  of  objects  would  be 
largely  cui-tailed.  The  teacher  who  can  readily  daOTcrreotype  upon  the 
blackboard  whatever  may  l)e  necessary  to  explain  tlie  subject  before  his 
does  quite  often  finds  liis  pov^or  iuaAxX^Yi^^Vj^-skc^^  ^\vd  if  he  can  sue- 
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cessfully  impart  this  art  to  his  pupils  lie  will  arm  them  with  the  ability 
to  tell  what  they  see  or  may  invent  and  wish  to  have  seen.  How  many 
of  us  owe  all  the  conception  we  have  of  Fawkes's  Steam  Plow  to  the 
wood-cut  of  it  published  in  Emery^s  Prairie  Farmer. 

Painting  and  Scvlptiire^  though  means  of  conveying  ideas,  hardly 
come  within  the  range  of  an  elementary  course. 

Mathematics,  or  the  Science  of  Form  and  Comparison. — The  neces- 
sity that  all  men  should  know  something  of  numbers  has  given  to 
Arithmetic  a  leading  place  in  the  Common  Schools,  and  as  a  result  it  is 
generally  better  taught  than  any  other  branch;  while  Algebra  and 
Geometry,  for  their  supposed  power  to  strengthen  the  reason,  are 
seldom  neglected  where  they  should  be  taught.  It  may  be  questioned 
whether  a  disproportionate  amount  of  time  is  not  expended  on  these 
subjects,  but  not  whether  they  are  entitled  to  an  honorable  place  in 
any  course  of  study  for  elementary  training.  In  our  bufey  age  some- 
thing more  is  demanded  than  the  ability  to  cipher  out  with  pen  and 
paper,  in  the  long  way,  the  questions  of  daily  life.  Contractions  and 
cross-cuts  should  be  made  so  familiar  that  they  will  come  unbidden  on 
occasion,  like  the  result  of  live  times  five.  To  secure  this  end,  what  is 
termed  by  way  of  distinction  mei\tal  Arithmetic,  must  be  studied  and 
practiced  till  all  combinations  between  1  and  100,  "like  so  many  nimble 
and  airy  servitors,  shall  trip  about  one  at  command,  and  in  well-ordered 
files,  as  he  would  wish,  fall  aptly  into  their  own  places."  Nor  should 
Arithmetic  be  dismissed  before  such  combinations  with  numbers  above 
100  as  the  mind  unaided  can  grasp  shall  have  been  mastered,  and  also 
general  principles  and  their  application. 

In  developing  general  principles  Algd)ra  is  of  unequaled  value. 

Oeomeiry  deals  with  form  and  addresses  itself  to  the  perceptions, 
which  would  seem  to  indicate  its  fitness  for  the  earlier  stages  of  educa- 
tion. 

Trigonometry  is  nearly  allied  to  this,  and  is  elementary. 

Arithmetic,  Algebra  and  Geometry,  form  the  basis  ol  applied  Mathe- 
matics, and,  when  well  .understood,  render  a  specific  education  in  Sur- 
veying, Engineering  and  Physics  an  easy  matter. 

The  Earth — ^Its  Products  and  Kelations. — The  Earth,  though 
little  among  the  worlds  which  people  space,  is  a  great  deal  to  us — 'our 
birth-place  and  our  grave.'  Around  it  clusters  all  our  positive  know- 
ledge. Of  it  can  be  known  its  shape,  the  contour  and  relief  of  the 
lana-masses,  the  boundaries  and  currents  of  its  waters,  something  of 
the  movements  of  the  great  aerial  ocean  which  surrounds  it,  the  rocks 
which  compose  the  crust,  and  its  soils,  climates  and  productions,  inclu- 
ding the  noolest  of  all — man, 

Geography  is  the  technical  name  given  to  the  description  of  the 
Earth's  surface,  institutions  and  people.  Of  course  the  Earth  cannot 
all  be  seen  by  any  one  individual,  though  a  life-long  traveler,  much  less 
by  the  millions.  Some  other  means  besides  actual  observation  must  be 
resorted  to  to  teach  its  shape  as  a  whole  or  in  parts.  This  means  is  the 
pencil.  A  picture  is  made,  and  from  it  the  learner  gets  his  conception 
of  the  Earth's  form.    To  be  certain  that  he  has  made  sure  work.^  it  ia 
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only  necessary  to  require  that  he  shall  from  memory  project  the  paral- 
lels and  mendians,  and,  taking  certain  leading  points,  reproduce  the 
picture.  Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  unaidea  map-drawing  in  teach- 
ing the  shapes  oi  the  Earth.  Of  description  something  more  should  be 
attempted  than  the  bald  generalities  of  the  popular  Geographies  of  the 
day,  or  it  may  as  well  be  passed  by  in  silence.  Lippincows  Gazetteer 
has  been  found  most  useftil  in  this  department  Guyot  and  Maury  haye 
thrown  such  a  charm  and  light  aroimd  the  study  of  jrhysical  Geography 
as  to  render  a  view  of  the  earth  from  that  stand-point  no  longer  ques- 
tionable or  impossible. 

Geology  teaches  the  stnicture  of  the  Earth's  crust  and  speculates  on 
its  interior;  while  Chemistry  analyzes  into  their  elements  the  compounds 
of  which  the  earth  is  made.  Physics  explains  the  laws  of  matter — the 
philosophy  of  cause  and  consequence.     Botany  busies  itself  about  the 

Slants;  Z()€logy^  the  animals;  Astronomy^  the  stars;  Anthropology^  the 
istory  and  Statural  History  of  man;  and,  lastly,  Theology  leads  to  the 
contemplation  of  the  great  First  Cause. 

This  cluster  of  special  sciences  might  be  largely  increased  or  some- 
what diminished,  but  the  ground  to  be  measured  is  the  same — ^namely, 
the  Earth,  its  products  and  relations. 

There  is  of  course  a  natural  order  or  progression  in  studies,  exceed- 
ingly important  to  be  well  understood  by  teachers,  and  based  upon  the 
order  in  which  the  powers  of  a  child  develop.  But  this  has  not  been 
taken  into  the  account  here,  my  object  being  to  suggest  what  may  be 
leanied,  and,  in  part,  how,  rather  than  in  what  order. 

Length  of  the  Course  of  Study. — The  time  required  to  complete  a 
course  of  elementary  training  will  vary — ^first,  with  the  extent  of  the 
course,  and  second,  with  the  previous  attainments  and  natural  ability  of 
students.  Theoretically  this  matter  is  easily  disposed  of,  but  practically 
it  is  beset  with  many  diihculties.  If  I  am  right  in  my  view  of  what  is 
required  in  a  general  course  of  education,  such  a  course  as  will  fit  the 
learner  to  take  an  enlarged  view  of  things,  or  to  become  eminent  as  a 
specialist — for  instance,  as  a  teacher — then  at  least  three  years  will  be 
required.  But  a  practical  question  starts  up  right  at  this  point,  A 
large  number  of  our  students  arc  teachers  ot  one,  two  or  three  years' 
standing  already,  and  have  come  here  to  prepare  themselves  for  more 
extended  usefulness.  They  are  mature  in  years,  and  too  poor  to  pay 
their  expenses  for  the  three  years'  course.  Shall  they  be  deprived  of 
attending  as  long  as  they  can  because  they  are  not  able  to  take  the  full 
course?  Certainly  not.  They  are  among  our  best  students,  and  we 
can  as  ill  aftbrd  to  spare  them  as  they  us.  But  shall  they  be  allowed 
to  graduate  with  the  honors  of  the  Institution  before  they  have  acquired 
all  the  knowledge  which  it  proposes  to  give?  If  so,  then  graded 
diplomas  are  necessary;  for  it  would  be  manifestly  unjust  to  place 
students  of  lower  attainments  on  the  same  level  with  those  of  higher. 
I  have  thought  of  proposing  three  grades  of  official  certificates,  to  be 
known  as  A  diploma,  and  l3  diploma,  and  C  diploma;  the  C  diploma 
requiring  an  amount  of  knowledge  equal  to  two  years'  study ;  the  B 
diploma  requiring  an  amount  of  knowledge  equal  to  three  years'  study; 
the  A  diploma  to  be  graxvleOi  lo  all  those  who  have  received  the  "B 
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diploma,  and  thereafter  taught  successfully  two  years;  the  B  diploma 
to  be  granted  to  all  those  who  have  received  the  C  diploma,  and  there- 
after taught  successfully  two  years.  That  is,  there  shall  be  two  grades  of 
diplomas  at  graduation,  indicating  scholarship,  and  a  grade  higher  diplo- 
ma shall  be  given  two  years  later  to  all  those  w^ho  prove  successful 
teachers.  These  diplomas  to  be  given  by  the  Board  on  the  reconmien- 
dation  of  the  Principal  and  teachers  in  tne  University. 

Prelimixakies. — Late  in  July,  1857,  it  was  determined  to  open  the 
school  the  ensuing  autumn.  The  Principal  immediately  issued  a  circu- 
lar to  the  County  School  Commissioners  announcing  tlus  fact,  and  call- 
ing their  attention  to  the '  7th  section  of  tl;e  Normal  University  act, 
which  prescribes  the  manner  of  making  appointments.  The  qualifica- 
tions ot  candidates  for  admission  to  the  University  were  fixed  in  the 
circular  as  follows : 

1.  To  be,  if  males,  not  less  than  17,  and  if  females,  not  less  than  16 
years  of  age. 

2.  To  produce  a  certificate  of  good  moral  character,  signed  by  some 
responsible  person. 

3.  To  sign  a  declaration  of  their  intention  to  devote  themselves  •to 
Bchool-teachmg  in  this  State. 

4.  To  pass  a  sativsfactory  examination,  before  the  proper  officers,  in 
Reading,  Spelling,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Geography,  and  the  elements 
of  English  Grammar. 

The  brief  time  intervening  between  the  announcement  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  school,  added  to  tlie  peculiar  character  and  limitations  ot  the 
Institution,  and  the  difficulty  of  spreading  accurate  information  at  once 
before  the  people  of  so  large  a  State,  no  lews  than  the  history  of  similar 
enterprises  elsewhere,  led  to  the  belief  that  all  the  counties  would  not 
at  once  avail  themselves  of  their  rights  in  the  school.  To  meet  this 
state  of  facts  and  enable  the  Institution  early  to  commence  the  training 
of  a  respectable  nimaber  of  teachers  for  the  Public  Schools,  the  Board 
of  Education,  using  the  discretion  vested  in  tliem,  ordered  "That  incase 
Counties  and  Representative  Districts  fail  to  send  the  number  of  pupils 
to  the  University  that  they  may  be  entitled  to  by  law,  then  the  !rrinci- 
pal,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Committee  on  Officers,  may  receive 
pupils  into  the  University  from  any  part  of  the  State ;  but  no  County 
or  District  is  in  any  contingency  to  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  send  the 
number,  if  they  desire  it,  which  they  may  be  entitled  to  oy  law." 

Consequent  upon  this  order,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  School 
Commissioners,  a  number  of  deserving  young  men  and  women  have 
gained  admittance  to  the  Institution  on  the  same  terms  as  those  holding 
State  scholarships.  The  wisdom  of  their  admission  has  been  demonsta- 
ted  during  the  past  year,  and  will  not  be  called  in  question  by  those 
who  stop  to  reflect  upon  the  facts  in  the  case.  The  intention  of  the  law 
is  clearly  to  thoroughly  train  teachers  for  the  Public  Schools.  If  those 
localities  ha\nng  a  right  to  send  students  do  not,  for  any  cause,  avail 
themselves  of  that  right,  then  the  ends  of  the  law  can  only  be  sub- 
served by  receiving  students  from  the  State  at  large.  There  is  good 
reason  to  believe,  however,  that  every  County  will  soon  be  re^reseatod. 
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in  the  School,  and  that  until  the  completion  of  the  University  building 
the  number  of  students  will  much  exceed  our  acconmiodations. 

Temporary  Kooms. — Inasmuch  as  the  University  building,  a  descrip- 
tion of  which  may  be  found  in  another  place,  was  only  contracted  for, 
not  erected,  at  the  time  of  opening  the  School,  it  became  necessary  to 
obtain  accommodations  elsewhere.    After  a  careful  examination  of  the 


Ross'i  Teacher's  Desk;  three  drawers  and  top  desk;  supported  on 

iron  BtancbioDs;  pattern  D. 

rooms  in  Bloomington  offered  for  rent.  Major's  Hall  was  judged  to  be 
best  suited  to  answer  temporarily  the  purposes  of  the  University.  True, 
its  appearance  was  anything  but  inviting ;  yet  it  possessed  the  essential 
requisites,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  few  tubs  of  water,  rolls  of  paper,  and 
cans  of  paint,  became  quite  sightly  and  comfortable.  Through  the  gen- 
erous liberality  of  the  owners  of  the  church  property  lying  contiguous, 
other  essential  requisites  were  supplied. 


Ross's  Improved  New  York  Public  School  Settee.     Eight  of  seat  16  inches. 

At  first  the  most  serious  inconvenience  arose  from  the  want  of  proper 
furniture.  Desks  and  chairs  from  a  Boston  manufactory,  cuts  of  which 
are  here  shown,  had  been  ordered  through  the  Chicago  agent,  Geo. 
Sherwood,  but  did  not  reach  Bloomington  till  late  in  the  term.  The 
only  substitute  at  hand  was  a  set  of  rough  oaken  benches,  reminding 
one  of  the  plank  seats  of  other  times,  with  a  single  difference :  thoee 
had  desks  before  them— \\\e^c.  ivoiv^. 


With  snch  an  an  outfit,  on  the  fifth  day  of  October,  1857,  the  Prin- 
cipal and  Ira  Moore  opened  the  Normal  University  in  presence  of  no 
epectatorg  and  tlie  following  students :  E.  A,  Gastman,  jr.,  W.  W.  Hig- 
giu8,  J.  G.  Howell,  John  Hull,  John  D.  Kirkpatrick  and  Henry  H. 
Pope— 6;  and  Misses  E.  K.  Arnold,  H.  C.  Bedell,  M.  V.  Davison,  8. 
M.  Dunn,  C,  A.  Gregory,  S.  J,  Gregory,  H.  M.  Grinnell,  E.  Jnnk, 
E.  J.  MeMillen,  J.  G.  Miehie,  J.  F.  Montgomery,  M.  C.  Smith  and  K. 
I.  Young — 13 :  in  all,  1!).  Some  others  came  in  during  the  day,  and 
on  the  ensuing  morning  the  number  had  grown  to  ^9. 


During  the  first  eight  days  forty-three  students  were  enrolled,  and 
this  was  our  numl>er  lor  the  fii-st  term.  Since  that  time  the  accessions 
to  the  School  have  been  gradual,  but  enough  to  show  a  growing  appre- 
ciation of  the  Institution.  The  attendance,  by  terms,  may  be  Been  in 
the  following  table: 

Holei.  Female*.  TolaL 

Fmsr  Teae— First  Term li 29 43 

Second  Term 19 30 49 

Thii^  Term 36 39 75 

Second  Teak— First  T,rm 41 5T 98 

The  entire  number  of  the  different  Btndents  hitherto  admitted  is  127; 
and  the  average  age  at  thj  date  of  admission  is  twenty  years  and  two 
months. 

It  should  be  remarked  tha'  it  is  n=ual,  in  similar  institutions,  to  divide 
the  year  into  two  terms,  which,  of  course  covi.r  the  same  grouud  as  our 
three  terms. 
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The  examination  and  appointment  of  Btudents  nnder  the  law  devolves 
upon  School  Commissioners  and  County  Courts,  but  each  student  has 
been  required,  in  addition  to  his  "State  Scholarship,"  to  produce  a  cer- 
tificate of  good  moral  character,  and  subscribe  to  the  annexed 

Student's  Plbdge. — I  hereby  declare  mj  intention  to  become  a  teacher  in  the  sehools  of  thii 
State;  and  agree  that  for  three  years  after  leaving  the  University  I  will  report,  in  writiDg,  to  the 
Principal  thereof,  in  June  and  December  of  each  year,  where  I  have  been  and  in  what  employed. 

Some  doubt  has  been  expressed  whether  students  educated  in  the 
Normal  University  would  engage  in  the  business  of  teaching  in  case 
suitable  opportunities  should  ofler,  and  the  last  clause  was  inserted  to 
secure  infc»rmation  on  this  pointy  no  less  than  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
the  location,  position  and  success  of  students.  Of  course  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  every  student  educated  here  will  make  a  good  teacher. 
As  well  might  you  expect  every  graduate  of  a  law  school  to  be  a  suc- 
cessful lawyer ;  or  every  graduate  of  a  medical  school  to  be  a  successful 
doctor.  IIow  many  will  succeed,  and  consequently  find  it  for  their  in- 
terest to  make  teaching  a  profession,  must  depend  upon  the  local  oflicers 
who  have  the  appointmg  power.  To  impress  upon  them  the  impor- 
tance of  this  trust,  I  forwanled,  last  August,  to  Commissioners  of  those 
counties  not  already  represented  in  the  university,  the  following  letter: 

State  Normal  UsnvEBsrrr,     ) 
JilootitiHgton,  Au4fu9t  7,  185S.  j 

Dear  Sir :  I  inclosed  to  you,  a  few  days  since,  a  circular  giving  information  in  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  students  to  the  University,  and  also  blank  Certijicatet  of  Appointment.  I  desire 
to  add  a  word  theruto.  The  school  has  been  in  operation  one  year,  and  has  entered  ninety  students. 
Largo  aa  this  number  is,  the  State  have  provided  for  more.  Each  county  and  each  representative 
district  is  entitled  to  gratuitous  instruction  fur  one  student,  making  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five. 

Your  county  has  not  yet  availed  ibtelf  of  its  rights,  owing,  it  may  bo,  to  imperfect  knowledge  of 
the  existence,  object  and  aim  of  the  University.  Can  not  you  spread  the  requisite  information 
among  the  people,  either  through  a  local  paper  or  in  some  other  way?  You  can  hardly  be  too 
careful,  in  the  election  of  a  young  man  or  woman  to  represent  your  county  in  this  Institution,  to 
select  one  of  decided  natural  ability  and  irreproachable  character.  The  honor  of  the  county 
depends  upon  a  judicious  selection.. 

We  ask  you  to  examine  candidates  in  the  common  branchef  of  an  English  edacation,  and,  of 
course,  desire  that  the  examination  may  be  thorough ;  but  yet  we  would  not  have  you  reject  a 
candidate  of  real  ability  because  of  a  partial  failure  in  the  examination.  We  can  supply  defects 
in  education,  not  in  talents.  Should  you  know  of  an  intelligent  young  man  or  woman  who  would 
make  good  use  of  a  thorough  education  as  a  teacher,  you  will  do  a  valuable  service  by  giving 
them  the  appointment,  and  urging  them  to  accept.  There  is  need  of  such  teachers  as  th«y  would 
make.     They  can  find  remunerative  employment. 

The  immediate  object  had  in  view  by  the  Legislature  in  the  establishment  of  the  Normil 
University  was  the  careful,  thorough  and  professional  training  of  teachers  for  Public  Schools,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  you  will  cordially  aid  in  giving  effect  to  this  enterprise  by  seeking  out  and  sending 
hora  to  be  educated  free,  by  the  State,  one  or  more  suitable  students  from  your  county. 

Yours,  truly,        C.  E.  HOVEY. 

The  circular  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter  is  so  brief  that  I  will 
here  insert  it,  together  with  the  form  of  a  ''State  Scholarship :" 

State  NonMAL  University — Admig»ion. — Students  seeking  admission  to  the  University  should 
make  application  to  the  School  Commissioner  of  the  county  in  which  they  reside,  and  are  requirsd 

1.  To  be,  if  males,  not  loss  than  17,  and  if  females,  not  less  than  16  years  of  age. 

2.  To  produce  a  certificate  of  good  moral  character,  signed  by  some  responsible  person. 

3.  To  sign  a  declaration  of  their  intention  to  devote  themselves  to  school  teaching  in  this 
State. 

4.  To  pass  a  satisfactory  examination,  before  the  proper  oflScers,  in  reading,  spelling,  writis|^ 
aiithmetic.  geography,  and  the  elements  of  English  grammar. 

Extract  from  the  Normal  Univenity  Act. — "  Sec.  7.  Each  county  within  the  State  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  gratuitous  iostrnction  for  one  pupil  in  said  Normal  University,  and  each  representative  dis- 
trict  shall  be  entitled  to  gratuitous  instruction  fur  a  number  of  pupils  equal  to  the  number  of  repre- 
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MstatiTei  in  laid  dlstriet,  whe  eboson  in  the  following  manner:  The  School  Commiitioner  in  eaeh 
eoanty  shall  receive  and  register  the  names  of  all  applicants  for  admission, to  said  Normal  Univer- 
sity, and  shall  present  the  same  to  the  County  Court ;  or,  in  counties  acting  under  township 
organization,  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors;  which  said  County  Court  or  Board  of  Supervisors,  as 
the  case  may  be,  shall,  together  with  the  School  Commissioner,  examine  all  applicants  so  preeented 
in  such  manner  as  the  Board  of  Education  may  direct,  and  from  the  number  of  such  as  shall  be 
found  to  possess  the  requisite  qualifications,  such  pupils  shall  be  selected  by  lot ;  and  in  represen- 
tative districts  composed  of  more  than  one  county  the  School  Commissioner  and  County  Judge,  or 
the  School  Commissioner  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  counties  acting  under 
township  organization,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  several  counties  composing  such  representative 
districts,  shall  meet  at  th )  Clerk's  office  of  the  Coun  y  Court  of  the  oldest  county,  and  from  the 
applicants  so  presented  to  the  County  Court  or  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  several  couities 
represented,  and  found  to  possess  the  requisite  qualifications,  shall  select  by  lot  the  number  of 
pupils  to  which  said  district  is  entitled.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  have  discretionary  power, 
if  Miy  candidate  does  not  sign  and  file  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  a  declaration  that  he  or 
Bhe  will  teach  in  the  public  schools  within  the  Sta.e  ia  ease  that  engagements  can  be  secured  by 
reasonable  efforts,  to  require  such  sandidates  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  such  fees  for  tuition  as 
the  Board  may  prescribe." 

Course  of  Study. — The  course  of  study,  requiring  three  years  for  completion,  consists 

1.  Of  the  thorough  mastery  of  the  elementary  or  Common  School  branches,  including  teaohiog 
and  drill  exercises. 

2.  Of  lectures  on  education  and  educational  systems,  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching, 
school  discipline,  the  school  laws  of  Illinois,  and  physical  education. 

3.  Of  a  course  in  the  higher  English  and  Mathematical  studies  and  in  the  Natural  Sciences, 
with  lectures. 

4.  Of  so  much  of  the  Latin  and  Oerman  languages  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  the  Aill 
understanding  of  our  own. 

Calendar. — The  School  year  of  forty  weeks  is  divided  into  three  Terms,  as  follows: 
The  first  Term  begins  Monday,  September,  13,  and  ends  Priday,  December  24.    Fifteen  weeks 
long. 

The  Second  Term  begins  Monday,  January  4,  and  ends  Friday,  April  2.     Thirteen  weeks  long. 
The  Third  Term  begins  Monday,  April  12,  and  ends  Friday,  July  2.     Twelve  weeks  long. 

ExPENSRS. — Tuition  is  free,  and  Text  Books  are  also  famished  gratuitously  by  the  State.  Board 
eosts  from  $2  50  to  $3  00  per  week,  exclusive  of  wood,  lights,  and  washing;  some  student!  board 
themselves  at  a  much  lower  rate. 

For  further  particulars,  address  C.  E.  HOVEY, 

Prxneipcd  of  the  StcUe  Normal  Univerntiff  Bloomington,  lllinoU, 
STATE     SOHOLABSHIP. 

CERTIFICATE  OP  APPOIIITXBNT. 

Ojffice  o/ County  Commit^ioner  o/ •• County 

18 

has  complied  with  the  requirements 

of  the  act  establishing  a  State  Normal  Universit7,  in  force  February  18, 1857,  and  i  •  hereby  duly 
appointed  a  student  to  that  Insti  ution  from representative  district 


I 


School  Commissioner. 


)  County  Judges,  or  Chairmen  of 
j      tho  Boards  of  Supervi  ors. 


STATE    SCHOLARSHIP. 


CERTIFICATE   OF   APPOINTMEXT. 


Ojffiee  o/  County  CommUtioner  of ....,  County, 

18 

• has  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  act 

establishing  a  State  Normal  University,  in  force  February  18, 1857,  and  's  hereby  duly  appointed 
a  student  to  that  Institution  Lom County. 

, School  Commissioner, 

County  Judge,  or 

Chairman  of  the  Boird  of  Supervisors. 
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Op  the  Students. — ^Forty-nine  of  the  students  in  attendance  the 
present  tenn  are' teachers  of  more  or  less  experience,  some  having  taught 
lifty-seven  months,  and  no  one  less  than  two. 

Forty-two  rely  wholly  on  themselves  for  support;  nine  in  part;  and 
the  remaining  foity-seven  have  their  bills  paid  by  parents  or  friends. 

Of  the  parents  and  guardians,  litTty-live  are  farmers ;  seven  mer- 
chants; seven  physicians;  live  mechanics;  three  agents;  two  clergy- 
men ;  two  lawyers ;  one  civil  engineer ;  one  artist ;  one  teacher. 

You  will  not  fail  to  notice  three  signiticant  facts  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment :  firs%  one-half  of  the  students  have  already  had  experience  in 
teaching;  second^  nearly  as  many  are  compelled  to  look  to  themselves 
for  the  means  to  obtain  an  education ;  ttdrd^  the  farmers  are  nearly 
double  all  other  classes  of  parents  and  guardians. 

System  of  Marking. — The  character  of  each  recitation  is  marked  on 
a  scale  of  from  one  to  ten ;  ten  being  the  highest. 

The  average  marking  for  a  tenn,  combined  with  the  attendance  and 
deportment  averages,  constitutes  the  student's  standing,  and  determines 
whether  he  shall  be  promoted  or  otherwise.  These  averages  are  kept 
in  a  book  prepared  expressly  for  that  purpose,  and  are  open  to  your  in- 
spection. 

All  irregularities  in  attendance  or  deportment  have  been  required  to 
be  excused  before  the  student  resumes  a  place  in  his  classes  ;  and  a  re- 
cord of  every  excuse  granted  or  refused,  and  to  whom,  is  preserved. 

Societies. — The  students  have  formed  themselves  into  two  societies, 
known  as  the  Fhiladelphiau  and  Wrightonian,  for  the  puqK)se  of  ac- 
quiring skill  in  debate  and  in  writing.  They  are  nearly  equal  in  num- 
ber, and,  from  the  plan  adopted  in  appointing  members,  nmst  con- 
tinue 60.  The  plan  is  this :  On  the  admission  of  new  students,  the 
societies  take  the  list  of  names  and  divide  alphabetically,  one  society 
taking  the  lirst  on  the  list,  and  the  other  the  second,  and  so  on.  The 
Philadelphians  meet  on  Friday,  and  the  AVrightoniaus  on  Saturday 
evening. 

School-District  Libraries,  Xos.  1  and  2,  purchased  by  you  for  the  use 
of  the  students,  have  been  given  into  the  hands  of  these  societies,  and 
form  the  nucleus  of  two  growing  libraries.  The  friend*^  of  the  students 
have  already  donated  many  valuable  works,  so  that  the  Philadelphian 
Library  numbers  150  volumes,  and  the  Wrightonian  150  volumes. 

Natural  History  Society. — In  June  last  some  of  the  leading  Na- 
turalists in  tlie  State  organized  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  diftusing  a 
knowledge  of  the  Natural  History  of  Illinois,  and  voted  to  locate  their 
Musoum  in  the  Normal  University,  thus  making  the  Society  auxiliary 
to  this  institution.  For  a  full  account  of  this  Society,  lull  reference  is 
made  to  the  report  of  the  agent,  C.  D.  Wilber,  hereto  appended. 

Model  School. — The  Model  or  experimental  School  is  a  necessary 
adjunct  of  a  training  school  for  teachers;  and  it  was  therefore  deter- 
mined to  establish  the  Primary  grade  at  once.  Miss  Mary  M.  Brooks, 
a  young  lady  of  remarkable  iitness  for  the  place,  was  apjpointed  Printi- 
joaL    At  first  the  success  of  the  School  was  not  very  nattering,  there 
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"being  only  seven  pupils  during  an  entire  term,  and  one  of  these  was  re- 
ceived gratuitously.  The  second  term  opened  with  ten  and  closed  with 
fuurteeii  pupils.  But  on  the  morning  of  the  lirst  day  of  the  third  terra 
every  seat  was  filled,  and  over  fifty  applied  who  could  not  be  received 
for  want  of  room.  So  long  as  there  was  room  in  the  Normal  School  for 
a  class  of  twelve  pupils  of  the  intermediate  grade,  they  were  received, 
and  taught  partly  by  the  Normal  students,  and  the  proceeds  of  their  tui- 
tion applied  to  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the  Model  School  Principal 
and  such  assistants  as  it  was  found  necessary  to  employ.  This  class,  now 
grown  to  eighty  pupils,  has  passed  into  theliands  of  Mr.  G.  Thayer. 

The  receipts  for  tuition  in  the  Model  School  during  the  first  year 
amounted  to  §439  50,  and  were  wholly  applied  to  tlie  payment  of 
teachers. 

The  members  of  Section  A  have  spent  considerable  time  in  this  School 
as  observers  and  teachers,  and  the  members  of  the  other  sections  or 
classes  will  in  turn  do  the  same. 

Plans  for  toe  New  Building. — In  devising  inside  plans  for  the 
University  edifice,  it  was  necessary  to  determine,  in  advance,  the  princi- 
ple on  which  the  School  should  be  organized. 

Three  systems  were  considered,  wliich  may  be  distinguished  by  the 
terms  College,  Graded,  and  Lancasterian.  Should  the  College  plan 
be  adopted,  then  a  chapel  and  class-rooms,  no  matter  whether  adjacent  or 
not^  would  alone  be  required.  If  the  Graded  system  prevailed,  separate 
rooms  for  each  teacher,  with  study-desks  and  all  the  appurtenances  of  an 
Independent  School,  would  be  necessary.  The  Lancasterian  plan 
would  require  a  large  assembly  or  study-room  with  adjacent  class-rooms. 

It  was  evident,  on  reflection,  that  the  College  plan  would  not  do,  and 
just  as  evident  that  the  Graded  plan  was  best  adapted  to  the  Model 
School,  while  the  Lancasterian  possessed  some  advantages  for.  the  Nor- 
mal. It  was,  therefore,  determined  to  combine  the  two,  and  to  con- 
struct a  more  complete  edifice  than  any  now  existing  on  this  continent 
for  a  similar  purpose.  It  was  necessary  to  provide  for  the  Normal 
School,  the  Model  School,  the  Janitor,  a  Library,  a  Gallery  of  Fine  Art^, 
a  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  for  such  other  adjuncts  as  might  aid 
the  general  purpose  of  the  University. 

Basement  Story. — This  story  is  mainly  above  ground.  Here  is  tjie 
Janitors's  House,  consisting  of  a  parlor^  kitchen,  cellar,  three  bed 
rooms,  etc.;  a  Storage  room;  a  Laboratory;  a  Chemical  Lecuture  room; 
Boiler  or  Furnace  rooms ;  Boys'  and  Girls'  Play  rooms  for  the  Model 
School,  to  be  used  in  stormy  weather  (32  ft.  6  in.  by  48  fl.  4  in.)  ;  corri- 
dors, and  stairways. 

First  Story, — This  story  is  fifteen  feet  high  in  the  clear,  and  con- 
tains the  Reception  room.  Principal's  room.  Teachers'  rooms,  Text-book 
and  Apparatus  room.  Wardrobes,  and  four  Model  School  rooms,  two  of 
which  are  32  feet  square,  and  two  25  ft.  Gin.  by  37ft.  6  in.  These 
rooms  are  intended  for  a  Primary,  an  Intermediate,  a  Grammar,  and  a 
High  School,  and  will  accommodate  fifty  pupils  each.  Students  enter 
the  building  at  the  east  and  west  ends,  and  visitors  at  the  south  front 
The  first  floor  is  reached  by  four  flights  of  stone  steps. 
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Second  Story. — Here  is  the  Normal  School.  In  the  centre  is  placed 
the  Assembly  room,  sufficiently  ample  to  seat  300  students.  On*either 
side  of  it  are  four  large  Recitation  rooms,  and  at  one  end  are  two  of 
smaller  dimensions,  making  ten  in  all.  These  rooms  have  been  so  ar- 
ranged that  300  students  can  pass  from  the  Assembly  room  to  the  Class 
rooms,  or  vice  versa^  in  two  minutes'  time,  and  without  at  all  interfering 
with  each  other.     This  story  is  16  feet  high  in  the  clear. 

Third  Story, — In  this  story,  20  feet  high  in  the  clear,  is  located  Nor- 
mal Hall,  large  enough  to  hold  a  thousand  people.  On  one  side  ot  it  is 
tlie  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  the  Library ;  on  tlie  other,  the 
Gallery  of  Fine  Arts,  the  drawing-room  and  the  ante-room  for  the  HalL 
This  story  is  reached  by  four  broad  stairways,  as  is  also  the  second  sto- 
ry, affording  the  amplest  means  of  ingress  and  egress.  I  regret  that  I 
have  not  obtained  from  the  Architect,  G.  P.  Kandall,  of  Chicago,  some 
account  of  the  style  of  architecture  for  the  edifice,  but  it  did  not  occur  to 
me  till  it  was  too  late. 

The  buildiug  is  so  planned  that  it  may  be  heated  by  stoves,  furnaces, 
or  steam. 

Grounds. — The  "design"  for  the  improvement  of  the  grounds  of  the 
Univei*8ity  was  preparea  by  Mr.  Wm.  Saunders,  of  PhUadelphia,  and 
exhibits  not  only  tne  proportions  of  the  fifty-six  acres  composing  the 
immediate  site  of  the  edifice,  but  the  proposed  walks,  garden,  grouping 
of  trees  and  shrubs,  together  with  the  St.  Louis,  Alton  and  Chicago 
Kailroad  at  the  south.  The  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  not  shown  on  the 
plan,  crosses  the  Chicago,  Alton  and  St.  Louis  Railroad  a  little  to  the 
east,  and  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  sides  of  the  map.  The  building 
will  be  in  full  view  of  both. 

For  a  full  description  of  the  "design,"  reference  is  made  to  the 
appended  explanations  of  the  designer  and  his  catalogue  of  trees  and 
shrubs. 

Apparatus  Fund. — ^By  resolution  of  the  Board,  Hon.  N.  W.  Edwards 
paid  to  the  Principal  the  one  thousand  dollars  donated  by  the  Messrs. 
Merriam,  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  purchase  of  apparatus.  $505  have 
been  already  expended  for  Philosophical  apparatus,  and  the  balance  ifl 
reserved  for  Chemical  apparatus,  whenever  it  shall  be  required. 

Public  Documents. — Through  the  courtesy  of  our  Senators,  Hon.  S. 
A.  Douglas  and  Hon.  Lyman  Trumbull,  valuable  public  documents 
have  been  received  for  tlie  University  Library;  and  the  Hon.  Owen 
Lovejoy  selected  this  Institution  as  the  place  oi  deposit  for  a  complete 
set  of  all  the  publications  of  the  last  Congress,  amounting  to  103  books. 
By  resolution  of  Congress,  these  volumes  were  to  be  donated  to  such 
Institution  in  each  Congressional  District  in  the  United  States  as  the 
Representative  thereof  might  select. 

Text  Book  Library. — There  are  in  this  Library  over  twentv-six 
hundred  volumes,  seven  hundred  of  which  were  donated  by  W.  B. 
Smith  &  Co.,  of  Cincirmati,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  by  Ivison  and 
Phinney,  of  Xew  York.  The  remainder  were  purchased,  in  most  cases, 
at  one-half  the  retail  price.  Of  the  publishers  who  have  books  in  use 
in  the  University  1  may  laeiAxoiv/wv  «As^\\Q\i  \a  tS^ft  two  houses  just 
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named,  G.  &  0.  Merriam,  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  H.  Cowperthwait  &  Co., 
Hickling,  Swan  &  Brewer,  A.  S.  Barnes  &  Co.,  A.  O.  Moore,  Crosby, 
Nichols  &  Co.,  J.  B.  Lippineott  &  Co.,  E.  C.  &  J.  Biddle,  Gould  & 
Lincoln,  and  Mason  Brothers. 

VisrroBS. — Large  numbers  of  citizens  and  strangers  have  visited  the 
school  during  the  past  year,  but  no  complete  recora  of  their  names  has 
been  kept.  Occasionally,  associations,  in  a  body,  have  come  in  and 
witnessed  our  exercises;  and  I  take  pleasure  in  this  connection  in  calling 
your  attention  to  a  very  pleasant  visit  from  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
this  county,  who,  as  the  representatives  of  the  noble  gift  of  McLean  coun- 
ty, were  honored  and  very  welcome  guests.  After  hstening  to  a  few  of 
the  exercises  of  the  school  and  to  a  statement  of  its  character  and  objects, 
they  returned  to  the  court  house  and  expressed  their  appreciation  of 
the  State  Nonnal  University  by  confirming  the  appropriation  of  $70,000 
made  by  their  predecessors  in  oflSice.    AU  honor  to  such  men. 

Wants  of  the  Univebsity. — JFirst  of  all,  the  completion  of  the  Uni- 
versity edifice.  The  school  is  fast  growing  beyond  its  present  accom- 
modations, and  yet  these  are  the  most  ample  to  be  obtained  in  the  city. 

Second,  a  competent  teacher  of  Chemistry  and  allied  sciences.  Tms 
matter  lies  close  by  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  no  man  should  be 
thought  of  who  is  not  able  to  grasp  the  subject  and  to  lay  it  open  to  the 
gaze  of  unlearned  men,  divesting  it,  in  those  parts  whicn  may  be  made 
of  practical  use.  of  the  barrier  of  scientific  tecnnicaUty. 

Third,  a  teacner  of  Drawing. 

Associate  Teachers. — ^At  the  opening  of  the  School,  the  Principal 
was  assisted  by  Mr.  Ira  Moore  ana  Mr.  Charlton  T.  Lewis,  to  whose 
fidelity  and  ability  you  are  largely  indebted  for  whatever  of  success 
may  have  attended  the  Institution  thus  far. 

At  present  the  corps  of  teachers  consists  of  Messrs.  Moore,  Willard, 
Hewett,  Cady  and  Miss  Peterson;  and  I  should  do  great  injustice  to 
my  own  feeUngs  and  sense  of  right,  did  I  not  bear  imquahtied  testimony 
to  their  fitness  for  the  positions  m  which  you  have  placed  them. 

Dr.  Eoe  is  delivering  a  second  course  of  valuable  lectures  on  Physi- 
ology. 

Miss  B.  M.  Cowles  and  Mr.  Chauncey  Nye  were  employed  in  the 
school  during  portions  of  the  past  year. 

Conclusion. — In  conclusion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  record,  as 
none  know  so  well  as  I,  the  untiring  devotion  of  the  members  of  your 
Board  to  this  Institution,  as  evinced  by  the  liberal  sacrifice  of  time  in 
its  service;  but  I  wish  especially  to  put  on  record  my  remembrance  of 
indebtedness  to  you  for  wise  counsel  and  hearty  cooperation. 

C.  E.  H07EY. 

Bloominqton,  December  23, 1858. 
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CATALOGUE. 


STUDEirrS  FROM  COUNTIES  AND  REPRESENTATIVE  DISTRICTS. 


Namei . 

Hannah  C.  Bedell 

James  U.  Dutton 

Peter  Harper 

Ebenecer  D.  Harris.... 
Martha  A.  Hawkins... 

Joseph  0.  Howoll, 

John  Hull 

Charles  D.  Irons 

Albert  W.  Lecrone 

Leri  L.  Lightner. 

Martha  M.  Marble 

Maria  McCoy 

Jane  Q.  Michie 

Frances  A.  Peterson... 

Edwin  Philbruok 

Henry  U.  Pope 

Henrietta  M.  Pope 

B.  F.  Rawalt 

Mat' Ida  I.  Reisinger... 
Justin  S.  Spaulding... 

MaryR.  Stark 

Bessie  A.  Strong* 

John  D.  Kirkpatriok.. 

W.B.Webber 

Mary  I.  Boyle 

Sarah  M.  Hanson 

James  F.  Ridlon 

Luke  H.  llite 

Julia  M.  Linslcy 

Mary  F.  Washburn.... 

William  II.  Avery 

James  II.  Bailuy 

Lorenzo  D.  Buveo 

Mary  J.  Bryant 

J.  Howard  Burnham... 

Lewis  P.  Cleveland 

Ann  R.  CoUom 

Fanny  S.  Denison 

Robert  L.  Duncan 

James  li.  F.vffe 

Dunciin  C.  Ingraham.. 

Julia  A.  Ive? 

Matthew  U.  Kell 

William  T.  Law 

Ccicnda  J.  McCoy 
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Entered.  District  or  Connty         Present 

Represented.  Occapatfon. 

October  5,  1857,  56th Teaching, 

Woodford In  school, 

Peoria " 

40th Teaching, 

49th In  school. 

White 

Marion 

41st 

Effingham 

Alexander 

38th 

MarshalL 

66th 

Lee 

Fayette 

20th 

Christian 

33d 

Fulton 

Woodford. 

33d 

Kane 

Bureau 

October  12, 1857,  Champaign 

"  "        Adams , 

October  20, 1857,  56th 

Nov.    12,   1857 

Jan.      4,   1858,  8th 

Henry 

McLean 

April    14,  1858,  54th 

Macoupin 

Will 

De  Witt .\.... 

57th 

47th 

Coles 

4l8t 

Mercer 

Putnam 

21st. 

Henderson lu  school, 

8th " 

42d " 

Williamson Teaching, 
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Teaching, 
In  school. 
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In  school, 
tt 

Teaching, 
In  school. 


100. 
99.4 
99.6 

100. 
99.5 

100. 
97.6 
99.8 

100. 

100. 
98.5 
99.2 

100. 

100. 

100. 
98.7 

100. 

100. 
99.3 

100. 

100. 
100. 

99.2 
100. 
100. 

98.2 


Ljona. 

Metamora. 

Peoria. 

MonmoaCh. 

Bubletto. 

Duncan  ton. 

Salem. 

Peoria. 

Ewington. 

Thebes. 

Bloomington. 

Henrj. 

Lyons. 

Snbletta. 

Vaadalia. 

Taylorrille. 
tt 

Farmington 

Metamora. 

FaraiingtOB. 

Aurora. 

TiskUwa. 

Urbaask 

Clayton. 

Leyden. 

MonmoufeL 

Salem. 

Galra. 

Bloomington. 

Gard.  Prairie- 

GarlinTiUe. 

Joliet 

Mi.  Pleasant 

Chioigo. 

Arliagton. 

CharieetoB. 

Peoria. 

Keithsburg; 

MagnoKa. 

CarUnTiUa. 

Oqnawka. 

Salem. 

Ma^oUa. 

Marion. 


V    T^n/>Aaa<i/l 


897 


SisMot  or  dmotj        PrMMit 

Oevapatioa, 


^  MiUor.. 

I  S.  Payn 

1.  Rom 

Slieldoxi 

B.  Town 

i.  Walker 

iflnf  F.  Willis.. 

H.  Wright 

4.  Carter 

» J.  HoKinstry. 

Comwell.. 

.  CnrtiM 

oodsell 

a  0.  Nojes 

U  Roberts 

R.  Robinson... 

>th  Steele 

a  Stewart 

Ml  ViOVO.  ...•••••• 

.  0.  Marion 

J.  Ives 

.  Clarkson 

.  Seoggan 

W.  Jones 

KRuUer 

OiU 

L  Hubbard 

>rg«r. 

k  G.  Clark 

I.  Risdon 

J.  Cowan 

Goodrich 

i  E.  Hawrer... 
B.  Rears 


April  14>  1858, 


u 
a 
u 

€€ 
€t 
i€ 


U 
t€ 
it 
U 
tt 

u 


April  17, 1858, 
April  16, 1858, 
Sept  13, 1858, 


« 
u 
it 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 


tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
It 
tt 
tt 
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Sept  15,  1858, 
Sept  20,  1858, 
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Sept  25, 1858, 
Sept  27,  1858, 
Oct   9,  1858, 
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Not.  8,1858, 
Not.  10,  1858, 
Not.  16, 1858, 
Not.  17, 1858, 


Union.. —•  In  school, 

Roone. " 

Jackson •^^  " 

Schuyler " 

50th •' 

Ogle ** 

Washington '* 

Montgomery 

Sc  tt In  school, 

Coles Teaching, 

TaiewelL... ^   In  school, 

Jersey 

Alexander 

Pike 

39th 

Hamilton 

Edgar.M 

9th 

La  Salle 

St  Clair 

40th 

Cook 

Rrown 

Kane 

46th 

Stark 

4l8t 

Macon 

Logan 

36th 
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46th 
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P«r  eeat.  of 
attendance^ 
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99.6 
100. 
100. 
100. 
100. 

99.2 

99.6 

99.6 
100. 

98.7 

98.1 

91.4 

97.8 
100. 

99.4 

84.6 
100. 

99. 

80. 

100. 
100. 
100. 

94.8 

99.2 

82.1 

91. 
100. 

96.3 
100. 

98. 
100. 


Joneaboro. 

Gard.Pndrio. 

Virginnea. 

RnahTillo. 

Hale. 

Lindenwood* 

Richview. 

Hillsboro. 

Winchester. 

Charleston. 

Morton. 

Otter  Creak. 

Clear  Cr^  Vg 

GriggsTillo. 

Morton. 

MoLeansboro. 

GrandTiew. 

CarmL 

New  Rutland. 

French  Tillaga 

Oquawka. 

Lee. 

Aurora. 

EaneTille. 

Toulon. 

Toulon. 

Decatur. 

Atlanta. 

Decatur. 

Oquawka. 

Clinton. 

Syoamora. 

Watt  Urbana. 


STUDENTS  FROM  THE  STATE  AT  LARGE. 


Names. 

Entered. 

Preeent 
Oocapatloa. 

Per  oentage  of 
Attendance. 

Beddenoe. 

th  E.  Arnold 

October 

5, 

1867, 

Teaching, 

100. 

Metamora. 

r.  Davison 

d.  Dunn..... 

M 
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In  school, 
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98.5 
99.8 
100. 

Rloomington. 

M 

k.  Gastman,  jr... 

Hudson. 

%  A.  Gregory 

'.  Gregory 

P.  M.  Grinnell... 
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I  W.  Higgins 
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Jane  F.  Montgomery....  Oetober      6, 1857, 

Ifugvet  a  Smith. «  « 

Kato  I.  Yoang «  <' 

N.  Elinbeth  MitohoU...  October      10,  « 

James  M.  Baroh Noyember  12,  '' 

Annie  M.  English January      4,  1858, 

HaryA.  Ijams "  " 

Mary  A.  Apgar. January     18,  " 

EUsabeMi  J.  MitcheU...  '<  " 

Bnfoi  W.  AngeU January    20,  " 

Kate  Bireh.. February     5,  *' 

Sophie  J.  Crist "  " 

MaiyBrigham April         U,  " 

EUen  J.  Bonghton **  ** 

Norris  M.  Carter **  '< 

Sarah  B.  FeU «  <« 

Edwin  B.  Fiske **  « 

Martha  E.  Havens «  '< 

Henry  C.  Provo„ "  " 

N.  D.  Stephens. "  " 

Sarah  J.  Stewart <«  " 

Elisabeth  Wakefield.....  **  ** 

George  M.  Berkley September  13,  " 

KateA.  BurUs '<  '< 

Minnie  Douglass "  « 

Mary  E.  Moore "  " 

Caroline  Moore <<  " 

Susan  Parish "  " 

Emma  M.  Trimble <'  " 
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LIBKAKY. 

Name!  of  Donon. 

Illinois  District  School  Libraky  No.  1, 63  Volumes. — ^Irving's 
Life  and  Writings  of  Washington  (4  vols.),  Warder  on  Hedges 
and  Evergreens,  Weems's  Lite  Gen.  Francis  Marion,  Weems's 
Life  of  William  Pcnn,  Elliott's  History  United  States,  Dadd's 
Modem  Horse  Doctor,  Hawthorne's  Wonder-Book  for  Girls 
and  Boys,  Grace  Greenwood's  History  of  my  Pets,  Grace 
Greenwood's  Eecollections  of  my  Childhood,  Emerson's  Eng- 
lish Traits,  Eliott's  Western  Fruit  Book,  Arctic  Explorations, 
Johnston's  Lectures  on  Agricultural  Chemistry,  Mechanic's 
Own  Book,  Griswold's  Poets  and  Poetry  of  America,  Thaer's 
Principles  of  Agriculture,  Kingslake's  Eothen,  or  Eastern 
Travels,  BlackweU's  Physical  Education  of  Girls,  Buist's  Family 
Kitchen  Gardener,  Buist's  American  Flower  Garden  Directory, 
Wirt's  Patrick  Henry,  Franklin's  Autobiography  and  Works, 
Dadd's  American  Cattle  Doctor,  Ir\'ing's  Astoria,  Bronte's 
Jane  Eyre,  Moore's  Eural  Hand-Books  (23  vols,  in  4),  Abbott's 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Abbott's  Alfred  the  Great,  De  Foe's 
Eobmson's  Crusoe  (illustrated  complete),  AUen  on  the  Culture 
of  the  Grape,  Sedgwick's  Live  and  Let  Live,  Allen's  Rural 
Architecture,  Youman's  Domestic  Economy,  Goldsmith's 
Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Johnson's  Kasselas,  Norton's  Elements  of 
Scientific  and  Practical  Agriculture,  Ford's  History  of  lUinois, 
Brown's  Field-books  of  Manures,  Edgeworth's  Stories  for 
Children,  Allen's  American  Farm-Book,  Swiss  Family  Robin- 
son, Implements  of  the  Farm,  Bunyan's  Pilgrim's  Progress, 
Quinby  s  Mysteries  of  Bee-keeping,  Browne's  American  Poid- 
try  Yard,  Munn's  Land  Drainer,  Perthe's  Life  of  Chrysostom, 
Barbauld's  Evenings  at  Home,  Fessenden's  Complete  Farmer 
and  American  Gardener,  Bavard  Taylor's  Yiews  Afoot,  or 
Travels  in  Europe,  Field's  Pear  Culture,  Scott's  Ivanhoe, 
Macaulay's  History  of  England  (4  vols.) Board  of  Education. 

Prose  and  Poetry  of  Europe  and  America Ed.  Philbrook. 

Taylor's  Manual  of  History J.  M.  Buroh. 

History  of  Mexican  War John  Hull. 

Guide  to  Politeness M.  R.  Kell. 

Parker's  Aids  to  Composition L.  H.  Hfte. 

Don  Quixote M.  R.  Kell. 

Notes  on  Shakspeare's  Plays,  Antediluvian  Phytology Ira  Moobe. 

Baxter's  Saints^  Rest,  Hay  ward's  U.  S.  Gazetteer,  Sear's  India 
and  China,  Arctic  Explorations  (2  vols.).  History  of  Greece, 
Roman  Empire,  History  of  Rome,  History  of  England  (2  vols.), 
Prescott's  Robertson's  Charles  V  (8  vols.),  Waverley  Novela,. 
(27  vols.) ;^Lx^.^'<ss^CT. 
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Kames  of  Donort. 

Otiflhiiig's  Manual CD.  Irons. 

D' Anbigne's  History  of  the  Reformation  (5  vols.),  History  of  the 
Elephant  Club Silas  Hates. 

Life  of  Napoleon T.  F.  Willis. 

Mandeville's  El.  Reading  and  Oratory H.  H.  Pope. 

Headley's  Adirondack,  ©ears's  Pictorial  Library J.  G.  Howell. 

Life  of  Bamum,  by  himself Ed.  Philbrook. 

Homer's  Poetical  Works E.  A.  Gastmak. 

Mrs.  Truesdell's  Poems J.  J.  Dickey. 

Transactions  of  Illinois  Agricultural  Society  (2  vols.) S.  Francis. 

Pearl  Fishing,  History  of  the  Hen  Fever,  Miscellaneous  Essays 
by  De  Qmncey,  Opium  Eater  and  Suspira,  Writings  of  De 
Quincey  (2  vols.),  Hawthorne's  Twice-Told  Tales  (2  vols.), 
Hawthorne's  Snow  Image,  and  other  Tales,  Book  of  a  Thou- 
sand Anecdotes Samuel  Willard. 

Humboldt's  Cosmos  (4  vols.),  Memoir  of  Rev.  Dr.  Judson — 
Mart  M.  Brooks. 

Webster's  Dictionary,  (unabridged) G.  W.  Batchelder. 

Barnard's  Journal  of  Education  (5  vols.) O.  E.  Hovey. 
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WRIGHTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


LIBRARY. 

Name  of  Donon. 

Illinois  DiSTRicx-ScnooL  Library  Ko.  2, 64  Voloies. — Irving's 
Life  and  Voyages  of  Columbus  (3  vols^,  Loekhart's  Napoleon, 
Abbott's  Josephine,  Breek's  13ook  of  Flowers,  Abbott's  Cyrus 
the  Great,  Abbott's  Cleopatra,  Barry's  Fruit  Garden,  Lyiich's 
Dead  Sea,  Youatt  and  Martin  on  fcattle,  Jameson's  Life  of 
Celebrated  Female  Sovereigns,  Boussingault's  Eural  Eecon- 
omy,  Bayard  Taylor's  India,  China  and  Japan,  Nash's  Pro- 
gressive Fanner,  Scott's  Heart  of  Mid-Lothian,  George  Wni. 
C&rtis's  Ilowadji  in  Syria,  Villas  and  Fann  Cottages,  Amer- 
ican Farmer's  Encyclopaidia,  Johnston's  Chemistry  of  Com- 
mon Life  (2  vols.),  Combe's  Constitution  of  Man,  Stewart's 
Brazil  and  La  Plata,  Guenon  on  Milch  Cows,  Youatt  on 
Sheep,  Chambers's  Information  for  the  People  ( 2  vols. ), 
Mitchell's  Planetary  and  Stellar  Worlds,  Stewart's  Stable 
Book,  Head's  Christie  Johnstone,  Eeemelin's  Vine  Dresser's 
Manual,  Pardee  on  Strawberry,  Cooper's  Spy,  Allen's  Dis- 
eases of  Domestic  Animals,  Croly's  Beauties  of  English 
Poets,  Dana's  Muck  Manual,  Mayne  Reid's  Forest  Exiles, 
Mayne  Reid's  Young  Voyagers,  Downing's  Landscape  Gar- 
dening, Cook's  Voyages,  Olcott's  Sorgho  and  Imphee,  Brace's 
Home  Life  in  Germany,  Eastwood  on  the  Cranberry,  Dick- 
ens's Child's  History  of  England  ( 2  vols. ),  Moore's  Epi- 
curean, Blake's  Fanner  at  Home,  Tliompson's  May  Martin, 
Keill's  Fruit,  Flower  and  Kitchen  Gardener's  Companion, 
Sismondi's  ItaUan  Republics,  Thompson's  Food  of  Animals, 
Life  of  Capt  John  Smith,  Fanner's  Land  Measurer,  Zschokke's 
History  of  Switzerland,  Johnston's  Catechism  of  Agriculture, 
Kirkland's  New  Home,  Who'll  Follow,  Gibbon's  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  ( 6  vols. ) R^ard  of  Education. 

Handy  Book  on  Property  of  Law,  Baldwin's  Pronouncing 
Gazetteer,  Bartlett's  Personal  Narratives  in  Texas,  Bartlett's 
Personal  Narratives  in  Mexico,  Central  American  Affairs, 
Europe  and  the  Allies,  History  of  the  Christian  Church, 
Home  Encyclopaedia  of  Geography,  Home  Encyclopsedia  of 
the  World's  Progress,  Histor}'  of  Germany,  Humorous  Poetry, 
Hand-Book  of  Household  Science,  McFarland's  Japan,  Los- 
sing's  History  of  the  United  States,  Little  Dorrit,  Lectures  of 
Science  and  Art,  Life  and  Times  of  Henry  Clay  (vols.  1  and 
2  )y  Memoirs  of  Washington,  Missionary  Onering,  Milledulcia, 
Pliilosophy  of  Sir  William  Hamilton,  Queens  of  England 
(vols.  1  and  2),  Reynolds's  Life  and  Times,  Thirty  Years  in 
United  States  Senate  (vols.  1  and  2),  Americans  in  Japan, 
Things  not  Generally  Known,  Familv  Dentist,  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Physiology,  Works  of  the  British  Poets  (  3  vols.) — 
S.  Wright 
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Names  of  DoDon. 

Family  Magazine  (2  vols. ),  Good's  Book  of  Nature . .  Miss  F.  S.  Denison. 

Whittier's  Foems J.  H.  Bailet. 

Lonfffellow's  Evangeline,  Hildreth's  History  United  States  ( 6 
vols. ),  Heavenly  Tokens,  Irving's  Washington,  Shakspeare's 
Works  (3  vols.),  Doestieks Mrs.  C.  E.  Hovet. 

Laws  of  Health,  Notes  on  the  Parables,  Scott's  Waverlev  ( 2 
vols. ) Ira  Moose. 

Memoir  of  Mary  L.  Ware,  Conrtship  of  Miles  Standish 

Maktha  Cooqeshall. 

Adventures  of  Amyas  Leigh,  Blithedale  Romance,  Connection 
of  the  Physical  Sciences,  De  Quincey's  Letters  to  Young 
Men,  Theological  Essays  ( 2  vols. ),  Fremont's  Life  and  Ex- 
plorations, Mosses  from  an  Old  Manse  (2  vols.),  Selections 
trom  W.  S.  Landor Samuel  Willakd. 

Durbin's  Observations  in  Europe  (2  vols.).  Goldsmith's  Poeti- 
cal Works,  Ten  Years  among  the  Mail-Bags,  Lights  of  Tem- 
perance   H.  C.  Provo, 

Bunyan's  Complete  Works,  Bigelow's  Life  of  J.  C.  Fremont, 
M!acaulay's  History  of  England,  Patent  OflSce  Report E.  Fiske. 

Life  of  Napoleon E.  Aakon  Gove. 

Story  on  the  Constitution H.  B.  Norton. 

Transactions  Illinois  Agricultural  Society S.  Francis. 

Webster's  Dictionary  (unabridged ) G.  W.  Batchelder. 

Barnard's  Journal  of  Education  ( 5  vols. ) C.  E.  Hovey. 
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NOEMAL  UNIVERSITY  GROUNDS. 


EXPLANATIONS,  ETC.,  TO  ACCOMPANY  THE  MAP  OF  THE  GROUNDS. 

To  render  the  grounds  of  a  useful  and  instructive  character,  it  has 
been  considered  necessary  to  embody  as  great  a  variety  of  trees  as 
would  be  suflSciently  hardy  to  withstand  the  climate.  Further  to  add 
to  the  ready  comparison  of  species,  they  have,  as  far  as  consistent  with 
a  suitable  landscape  disposition,  been  grouped  in  separate  sections,  with 
walks  somewhat  regularly  disposed,  for  the  more  convenient  inspection 
of  the  various  parts. 

No  provision  has  been  made  for  a  carriage-drive  round  the  grounds, 
as  it  would  destroy  their  privacy  and  make  them  too  public.  This  was 
considered  less  necessary  owing  to  their  being  surrounded  by  a  w  de 
street.  The  carriage  entrance,  lor  the  same  reason,  was  marked  at  the 
shortest  and  most  direct  line  to  the  house.  It  may  also  be  noted  that 
the  walks  need  not  be  formed  until  the  planting  becomes  sufficiently 
interesting  to  incite  inspection.  It  will  be  also  observ^ed  that  any  of 
them  may  be  omitted  without  in  the  least  destroying  the  main  features 
of  the  plan. 

The  building  is  bordered  with  a  broad  edging  of  grass.  Tlie  ground 
should  be  graded  from  the  water-table  with  an  easy  and  gradual  slope 
to  the  origmal  surface.  The  south  front  will  thus  require  considerable 
filling  up,  and  here  a  small  terrace  may  be  made ;  but  a  house  of  this 
dimensions  should  not  be  surrounded  by  a  terrace,  unless  on  a  large 
and  elaborate  scale.  It  will  be  more  appropriate  to  grade  from  me 
house,  sloping  from  it  in  all  directions,  and  all  sod  banks  avoided. 

An  ample  carriage-road  surrounds  the  house,  sufficiently  wide  to 
accommodate  and  turn  round  several  carriages. 

To  the  north  of  the  building  a  small  spot  is  set  apart  for  a  flower 

f garden ;  this  is  particularly  intended  for  hardy  herbaceous  flowers.  A 
arge  part  of  it  may  bo  devoted  to  native  flowering  plants,  tending  to 
familiarize  pupils  with  the  plants  of  the  country,  and  would  form  a 
valuable  auxiliary  to  the  study  of  botany.  This  is  surrounded  by  a 
regular  belting  ot  shrubbery,  to  isolate  it  from  the  other  portion  of  the 
gi'ounds.  East  and  west  of  this  flower  garden  are  open  spaces  left;  for 
additional  buildings,  if  such  are  in  contemplation,  and  if  not  required 
for  that  purpose,  these  open  lawns  will  add  to  the  contrasting  effect  of 
the  planting  in  that  part  of  the  grounds  where  evergreen  trees  pre- 
dominate. 

The  close-planted  masses  of  shrubbery,  indicated  by  being  shaded, 
are  introduced  to  give  variety  and  a  certain  decided  distinctiveness, 
which  is  not  otherwise  attainable,  and  which  is  one  of  the  best  features 
in  landscape  scenery.  The  ground  occupied  by  these  beds  should  be 
deeply  worked  over  and  planted  thickly,  and  kept  clean  and  cultivated, 
at  least  until  the  plants  are  sufficiently  massive  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  weeds,  which  it  soon  will.    I  have  not  given  a  thorough^  o^taik^ 
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list  of  every  plant  that  may  be  put  in  these  beds ;  any  nurseryman's 
catalogue  will  supply  lists  of  these.  I  have  included  a  list  of  such  as 
are  most  desirable  as  medium  sized  trees ;  all  such  should  be  planted 
in  the  central  portions  of  such  clumps,  and  the  smaller  shrubs  more 
toward  the  edgings  of  such  plantations. 

The  evergreen  trees  are  kept  somewhat  distinct  from  deciduous 
trees ;  at  least  sufficiently  so  to  form  a  pleasing  outline  and  of  massive 
disposition,  to  contribute  an  effective  feature  during  winter,  when  other 
trees  are  deciduous.  This  is  a  point  of  much  importance,  the  winter 
scenery  being  in  need  of  enlivenment;  and  these  evergreens,  being 
placed  near  the  boundaries,  will  break  the  force  of  cold  winds,  and,  so 
tar,  add  much  comfort  to  the  interior. 

To  further  assist  in  sheltering  the  grounds,  I  would  suggest  the  set- 
ting of  an  arbor-vitae  hedge  along  the  north,  west  and  east  boundary 
lines,  and  the  other  portions  of  boundary  planted  with  an  Osage  orange 
hedge. 

I  would  suggest,  with  reference  to  the  planting  of  the  trees,  that  the 

'ounds  more  immediately  connected  with  the  building  will  of  course 
>e  first  planted,  and  here  some  good-sized  trees,  for  immediate  eff^ect, 
may  be  set  out  at  once.  But  the  most  satisfactory  method  would  be  to 
set  apart  two  or  three  acres  as  nursery  grounds,  and  purchase  in  quan- 
tity young  trees  to  be  grown  on  the  grounds.  They  would  thus  become 
inured  to  the  climate,  and  would  give  more  satisfaction  on  removal, 
could  be  removed  when  found  necessaiy,  and  be  altogether  the  most 
economical  method  of  procedure. 

As  I  have  observed  above,  the  arrangement  of  the  walks  is  not  the 
main  feature  of  the  plan,  but  the  arrangement  of  the  trees.  Any,  or 
indeed  all  of  the  waits  may  be  omitted,  and  not  destrov  or  in  the  least 
affect  the  scenery.  Walks  for  convenience  may  be  made  in  almost  any 
part.  The  present  arrangement  provides  an  extensive  promenade,  and 
IS  for  the  future,  perhaps,  more  than  the  present.  An  establishment  of 
this  kind,  that  in  all  human  probability  is  to  last  for  ages,  is  not  to  be 
ffotten  up  in  a  day ;  but  if  planted  according  to  tliis  plan  it  will,  in 
fact,  tell  for  all  time.  The  older  the  trees,  the  better  will  the  original 
conception  of  design  be  developed. 

I  hold  myself  readv  to  fumisn  all  further  information  necessary  for  a 
true  explanation  of  tne  design,  if  any  thing  further  is  required. 

WILLIAM  SAUNDEKS,  Landscape  Gardener. 


BEFERENCES  TO  TLAN. 

Section  A — Magnolias, — 1,  Acuminata;  2,  macrophylla ;  3,  tripe- 
tala;  4,  cordata;  5,  auriculata;  6,  conspicua;  7,  soulangeana;  8,  pur- 
purea; 9,  glauca;  10,  tulip  poplar. 

Section  B — Birches^  etc, — 1,  Betula  alba;  2,  Betula  nigra;  3,  Betula 
populifolia ;  4,  Betula  lenta;  5,  Betula,  (weeping;)  6,  Carpinus  Betu- 
lus,  English  hornbeam;  7,  Carpinus  Americana,  American  hornbeam; 
8 J  tulip  poplar. 
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Section  C — Maples. — 1,  Saccharinnm,  Sugar;  2,  dasycarpum,  Sil- 
ver ;  3,  platanoides,  Norway ;  4,  pseudo  platanus,  false  Sycamore ;  6, 
rubrum,  red ;  6,  Campestre,  English ;  7,  striatum,  striped ;  8,  monta- 
num,  mountain ;  9,  macropuylla,  large-leaved ;  10,  tartarieum,  Tartar- 
ian; 11,  purple-leaved  sycamore  maple;  12,  cut-leaved  Norway  maple. 

Section  D. — 1,  Salisburia  adiantifolia,  Gingko  tree;  2,  Virgilia 
lutea,  yellow-wood ;  3,  Paulownia  Imperialis ;  4,  Catalpa  Bignonioides, 
catalpa  tree ;  5,  Koilreuteria  paniculatum ;  6,  cytisus  laburnum ;  7,  lau- 
rus  sassafras,  sassafras  tree ;  8,  sophora  Japonica ;  9,  tulip  poplar. 

Section  E — Ashes. — 1,  Fraxinus  excelsior,  English  Ash  ;  2,  Fraxinus 
Americana,  White  Ash ;  3,  Fraxinus  sambucifolia.  Black  Ash ;  4, 
Weeping  Ash;  5,  Fraxinus  pubes'^ens,  red,  or  downy;  6,  Fraxinus 
juglandifolia,  walnut-leaved;  7,  Fraxinus  aurea,  golden  bark;  8,  Fraxi- 
nus omus,  flowering ;  9,  Fraxinus  Atrovii'ens,  crisp-leaved ;  10,  Fraxi- 
nus Jaspidea,  striped  bark  ;  11,  tulip  poplar. 

Section  F — Beech^s^  etc, — 1,  Fagus  sj^lvatica,  European;  2,  Fagus 
Americana,  American ;  3,  Fagus  sylvatica  cuprea,  copper ;  4,  Fagus 
sylvatica  sanguinea,  bloody;  5,  Fagus  sylvatica  laciniata,  cut-leaved; 
6,  Faffus  sylvatica  pendula,  weeping;  7,  Fagus  sylvatica  cristata, 
crested;  8,  Celtis  Occidentalis,  nettle  tree;  9,  Celtis  crassifolia;  10, 
liquidambar  styraciflua,  sweet  gum ;  11,  Gymnocladus  canadensis, 
coffee  tree ;  12,  maclura  aurantiaca,  Osage  orange ;  13,  larix  Europea, 
European  larch ;  14,  Nyssa  m^iltiflora,  sour  gum ;  15,  comus  Florida, 
dogwood ;  Rhus  cotinus,  Yenitian  sumach. 

Section  G — Oahs^  ^alnuts^  etc, — 1,  Negundo  accrifolia,  ash-leaved 
maple ;  2,  Quercus  phellos,  willow-leaved  oak ;  3,  Quercus  palustris, 
pin  oak ;  4,  Quercus  cerris,  turkey  oak ;  5,  Quercus  alba,  white  oak ; 
6,  Quercus  bicolor,  swamp  white  oak ;  7,  Quercus  macrocarpa,  overcup 
oak ;  8,  Quercus  rubra,  red  oak ;  9,  Quercus  coccinea,  scarlet  oak ;  10, 
Quercus  robur,  British  oak;  11,  Quercus  prinus,  chestnut  oak;  12, 
Quercus  obtusiloba,  post  oak ;  13,  Quercus  lyrata,  water  white  oak ;  14, 
Quercus  aquatica,  water  oak;  15,  cercis  canadensis,  Judas  tree;  16, 
Koelreuteria  paniculata;  17,  maclura  aurantiaca,  Osage  orange;  18, 
Liquidambar  styraciflua,  sweet  gum ;  19,  Ulmus  fulva,  slippery  elm ; 
20,  Liriodendron  tulipifera,  tulip  tree ;  21,  Ulmus  Americana,  Ameri- ' 
can  elm ;  22,  Ulmus  campestris,  English  elm ;  23,  Ulmus  glabra, 
smooth-leaved  elm ;  24  ;  weeping  elm ;  25,  Ulmus  campestris  latifolia, 
broad-leaved  elm  ;  26,  Ulmus  campestris  montana ;  27,  Acer  sacchari- 
nnm, sugar  maple;  28,  Acer  platanoides,  Norway  maple;  29,  Juglans 
nigra,  black  walnut;  30,  Juglans  cinerea,  wliite,  or  butter-nut;  31, 
Acer  rubra,  red  maple ;  32,  Juglans  regia,  English  walnut. 

Sections  H,  H. — 1,  Abies  excelsa,  Norway  fir ;  2,  pinus  sylvestris, 
Scotch  fir ;  3,  picea  pectinata,  European  silver  fir ;  4,  Abies  morinda ; 
5,  Pinus  excelsa;  6,  Pinus  ponderosa;  7,  Pinus  maritima;  8,  Pinns 
pumilo;  9,  hemlock  spruce,  Abies  canadensis;  10,  Pinus  Austriaca, 
Austrian  pine. 

Section  I. — 1,  Washingtonia  Gigantea^  2^  Pic««»  G^^\5^^<5PcaR».\  ^^ 
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Picea  Pindron ;  4,  Picea  pinsappe ;  5,  Siberian  Arbor  vitae ;  6,  FinnB 
Oembra ;  Y,  picea  piehta ;  8,  Pinus  excelsa ;  9,  Pinus  pumilis ;  10,  picea 
danbrasiliana ;  11,  Thuja  wareana;  12,  cupressus  pendula. 

The  whole  of  this  section  to  be  kept  in  cultivated  ground,  and  the 
spaces  between  the  trees  filled  with  Mahonia  aquifolia,  in  small  groups. 

Section  K. — 1,  Acer  pseudo  platanus,  sycamore  maple ;  2,  deciduous 
cypress ;  3,  European  larch ;  4,  Pinus  cembra ;  5,  Tilia  Europea,  Euro- 
pean linden  ;  6,  I*latanus  Occidentalis,  buttonwood ;  7,  Platanus  Orien- 
talis ;  8,  Tilia  Americana,  American  linden ;  9,  castanea  Americana, 
chestnut ;  10,  Pinus  strobus,  white  pine ;  11,  picea  pectinata ;  12,  Pinus 
Austriaca;  13,  Hemlock  spruce;  14,  Picea  Balsamea,  balsam  tir;  15, 
deciduous  cypress;  16,  pinus  pinea;  17,  Fraxinus  excelsior,  English 
Ash;  18,  Abies  Douglasii,  Douglas  spruce  tir;  19,  Pinus  pinaster;  20, 
Piniis  mitis;  21,  Pinus  Austriaca;  22,  Scotch  Fir,  Pinus  sylvestris; 
23,  picea  pectinata;  24,  Honey  Locust;  25,  red-twigged  linden;  26, 
silver  maple ;  27,  Kentucky  conee  tree. 

Section  L — Hickories^  etc. — 1,  Sweet  Gum ;  2,  Carya  porcina,  pignut 
hickory;  3,  Carya  tormentosa,  mocker  nut;  4,  Carya  alba,  shell-bark; 

6,  Carya  olivjetbrmis,  pecan  nut;  6,  Diospyros  Virginiana,  persimmon; 

7,  Wliite  Ash ;  8,  Red  Ash ;  9,  Norway  Spruce  Fir ;  10,  6alsam  Fir ; 
11,  White  Pine;  12,  Hemlock  Spruce  Fir;  13,  European  Larch,  Larix 
Europea. 

Section  M — Poplars^   Willows^  etc, — 1,  Populus  dilatata,  Lombardy 

foplar;  2,  Populus  angulata,  cottonwood ;  3,  Populus  grandidenta;  4, 
*opidu8  candicans ;  5,  Populus  all)a,  Abele  tree ;  6,  Populus  balsamif- 
era;  7,  Liriodendron  tulipifera.  Tulip  tree;  8,  Populus  tremulus;  9, 
Populus  Graeca,  Athenian  poplar;  10,  Maclura  aurantiaca,  Osage 
orange;  11,  Black  Walnut;  12,  Kentucky  coffee  tree;  13,  Slippery 
Elm ;  14,  Su^ar  Maple ;  15,  AVeeping  Willow ;  16,  Salix  acuminata, 
large-leaved  Willow ;  17,  Salix  alba,  white  Willow ;  18,  Salix  Caprea, 
>at  Willow;  19,  ringlet-leaved  Willow;  20,  Salix  nigra,  black  Willow; 
il,  Salix  pentaiitra,  shining  Willow;  22,  Salix  Russelliana,  Bedford 
Willow;  23,  Salix  argentea;  24,  Salix  viminalis;  25,  Honev  Locust; 
26,  white  Oak;  27,  willow-leaved  Oak ;  28,  English  Oak;  29^  pin  Oak; 
30,  red  Oak;  31,  European  Buttonwood;  32,  American  Beech;  33, 
red  or  swamp  Maple;  34,  Sour  Gum,  Nj^ssa  aquatica;  35,  Catalpa; 
36,  Ailanthus  glandulosa;  37,  American  Elm ;  38,  American  Linden; 
39,  Judas  tree;  40,  Sweet  Gum;  41,  swamp  Magnolia;  42,  Salix  Fors- 
teriana;  43,  Salix  rotmidata;  44,  yellow-barked,  golden. 

Section  N. — 1,  IJfegundo  aceroides ;  2,  sugar  Maple;  3,  Norway 
Spruce  Fir;  4,  silver  Maple;  5,  English  horse  Chestnut;  6,  white 
Pine ;  7,  European  Larch. 

Section  O. — 1,  silver  Maple;  2,  English  horse  Chestnut;  3,  JEscu- 
lufl  flava,  yellow  Buckeye;  4,  tulip  Popar;  5,  Ohio  Buckeye,  JEscuIus 

Jlabra;   6,  picea  pectinata;  7,  Rnus  nobilis;   8,  Austrian  Pine;   9, 
J^emlock  Spruce;  10,  Norway  Fir;   11,  Scotch  Fir;  12;  Paulownia 
^uperialis. 
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Section  P. — 1,  silver  Maple ;  2,  sugar  Maple ;  3,  Salisburia  adianti- 
folia;  4,  purple  Beech;  5,  tulip  Poplar;  6,  Magnolia  acuminata;  7, 
Magnolia  niacrophylla;  8,  Magnolia  tripetala;  9,  deciduous  Cypress; 
10,  Jforway  Spruce  Fir;  11,  Austrian  Pine;  12,  balsam  Fir;  13,  hem- 
lock Spruce. 

Section  R. — 1,  silver  Maple;  2,  Populus  angulata;  3,  Magnolia 
macroph  vUa ;  4,  Magnolia  tripetala ;  5,  In  orway  Spruce  Fir ;  6,  balsam 
Fir ;  7,  hemlock  Spruce ;  8,  deciduous  Cypress ;  9,  Acer  campestre, 
English  Maple;  10,  Kentucky  Coffee;  11,  Paulownia  Imperialis. 

Section  S. — 1,  sugar  Maple ;  2,  silver  Maple ;  3,  Paulownia  Imperi- 
alis ;  4,  Magnoha  niacrophyUa ;  5,  Kcelreuteria  paniculatum ;  6,  liale- 
sia  tetraptera  snowdrop  tree  or  silver  bell ;  7,  white  Pine  ;  8,  hemlock 
Spruce ;  9,  silver  Fir,  JPicea  pectinata ;  10,  Austrian  Pine,  Pinus  Aus- 
triaca ;  11,  jS^orway  Maple ;  12,  Judas  tree. 

Section  T. — 1,  sugar  Maple ;  2,  silver  Maple ;  3,  European  horse 
Chestnut;  4,  Norway  Maple;  6,  Scotch  Fir;  6,  Pinus  maritima;  7, 
Pinus  ponderosa ;  8,  white  Pine ;  9,  European  Larch ;  10,  Sugar. 

Section  Y. — All  hemlock  Spruce. 

Section  W. — 1  and  2,  Silver  Maple ;  the  row  of  trees  on  the  north 
line.  White  Pine ;  the  rows  on  either  side  to  the  line,  Norway  Spruce 
Fir ;  the  deciduous  trees  represented  by  rounded  tops  to  be  planted 
with  Judas  tree.  Dogwood,  Halesias,  Rhus  Cotinus,  Virginia  Fringe, 
and  such  medium-growing  trees ;  and  all  evergreens  either  hemlock 
Spruce  or  Norway  Fir. 

Section  X. — 1,  Washingtonia  Gigantea;  2,  English  Tew;  3,  Taxus 
aurea ;  4,  Taxus  pendula ;  5,  Thuja  phcata ;  6,  Picea  nobilis  ;  7,  Picea 
piclita ;  8,  Cunninghamia  sinensis.  This  Section  is  to  be  kept  same  as 
oection  I. 

Section  Y. — Eow  of  trees  next  the  line,  Norway  spruce  Fir.  1, 
Pinus  ponderosa;  2,  Pinus  excelsa;  3,  Abies  Douglasii;  4,  Abies 
Meiiziesii ;  5,  English  Yew ;  6,  Bjilsam  Fir ;  7,  white  Pine ;  8,  Picea 
pectinata;  9,  Abies  morinda;  10,  Thuja  occidentalis;  11,  Pinus  sylves- 
tris;  12,  Pinus  Austriaca;  13,  European  Larch;  14,  deciduous  Cy- 
press; 15,  white  Pine;  16,  English  Ash. 


No.  1. — Spaces  for  wood-houses  and  other  offices.  These  may  be 
enlarged  to  any  size,  surrounded  by  an  arbor  vitoe  hedge,  and  planted 
thickly  round  with  trees. 

No.  2. — ^Flower  Garden.  For  hardy  herbaceous  plants  chiefly,  more 
particulai'ly  American  species. 

No.  3. — ^Place  for  summer-house. 
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PHILADELPHIAN  SOCIETY. 


LIBEABY. 

Namei  of  Donon. 

Illinois  District  School  Libraby  No.  1, 63  Yolumes. — Irving's 
Life  and  Writings  of  Wasliington  (4  vols.).  Warder  on  Hedges 
and  Evergreens,  Weems's  Lite  Gen.  Francis  Marion,  Weems's 
Life  of  WiUiam  Penn,  Elliott's  Ilistory  United  States,  Dadd's 
Modem  Horse  Doctor,  Hawthorne's  Wonder-Book  for  Girls 
and  Boys,  Grace  Greenwood's  History  of  my  Pets,  Grace 
Greenwood's  Recollections  of  my  Childhood,  Emerson's  Eng- 
lish Traits,  Eliott's  Western  Fruit  Book,  Arctic  Explorations, 
Johnston's  Lectures  on  Agricultural  Chemistry,  Mechanic's 
Own  Book,  Griswold's  Poets  and  Poetry  of  America,  Thaer's 
Principles  of  Agriculture,  Kingslake's  Eothen,  or  Eastern 
Travels,  BlackweU's  Physical  Education  of  Girls,  Buist's  Family 
Kitchen  Gardener,  Buist's  American  Flower  Garden  Direfctorj^, 
Wirt's  Patrick  Henry,  Franklin's  Autobiography  and  Works, 
Dadd's  American  Cattle  Doctor,  Irving's  Astoria,  Bronte's 
Jane  Eyre,  Moore's  Rural  Hand-Books  (23  vols,  in  4),  Abbott's 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Abbott's  Alfred  the  Great,  De  Foe's 
Robmson's  Crusoe  (illustrated  complete),  Allen  on  the  Culture 
of  the  Grape,  Sedgwick's  Live  and  Let  Live,  Allen's  Rural 
Architecture,  Youman's  Domestic  Economy,  Goldsmith's 
Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Johnson's  Rasselas,  Norton's  Elements  of 
Scientific  and  Practical  Agriculture,  Ford's  History  of  Illinois, 
Brown's  Field-books  of  Manures,  Edgeworth's  Stories  for 
Children,  Allen's  American  Farm-Book,  Swiss  Family  Robin- 
son, Implements  of  the  Farm,  Bunyan's  Pilgrim's  Progress, 
Quinby  s  Mysteries  of  Bee-keepingj'Browne's  American  Poul- 
try Yard,  Munn's  Land  Drainer,  Perthe's  Life  of  Chrysostom, 
Barbauld's  Evenings  at  Home,  Fessenden's  Complete  Farmer 
and  American  Gardener,  Bayard  Taylor's  Views  Afoot,  or 
Travels  in  Europe,  Field's  rear  Culture,  Scott's  Ivanhoe, 
MacaulaVs  History  of  England  (4  vols.) Board  of  Education. 

Prose  and  Poetry  of  Europe  and  America Ed.  Philbrook. 

Taylor's  Manual  of  History J.  M.  Buroh. 

History  of  Mexican  War John  Hull. 

Guide  to  Politeness M.  R.  Kkll. 

Parker's  Aids  to  Composition L.  H.  Hitb. 

Don  Quixote M.  R.  Kell. 

Notes  on  Shakspeare's  Plays,  Antediluvian  Phytology. . .  .Ira  Moore. 

Baxter's  Saints'^  Rest,  Havward's  U.  S.  Gazetteer,  Sear's  India 
and  China,  Arctic  Explorations  (2  vols.),  Historv  of  Greece, 
Roman  Empire,  History  of  Rome,  History  of  England  (2  vols.), 
Prescott's  Robertson's  Charles  V  (8  vols.),  Waverley  Novel&,^^ 

(27   vols.) ,"ax^.  Y^iCTTK^. 
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Kamea  of  Donon. 

Ouflhing's  Manual CD.  Irons. 

D' Aubigne's  History  of  the  Eeformation  (5  vols.),  History  of  the 
Elephant  Club Silas  Hayes. 

Life  of  Napoleon T.  F.  Willis. 

Mandeville's  El.  Eeadinff  and  Oratory H.  H.  Pope, 

Headley's  Adirondack,  fare's  Pictorial  Library J.  G.  Howell. 

Life  of  Bamum,  by  himself Ed.  Philbrook. 

Homer's  Poetical  Works E.  A.  GAsmABf. 

Mrs.  Truesdell's  Poems J.  J.  Dickey. 

Transactions  of  Illinois  Agricultural  Society  (2  vols.) S.  FRAxas. 

Pearl  Fishing,  History  of  the  Hen  Fever,  Miscellaneous  Essays 
by  De  Qmncey,  Opium  Eater  and  Suspira,  Writings  of  lie 
Quincey  (2  vols.),  Hawthorne's  Twice-Told  Tales  (2  vols.), 
Hawthorne's  Snow  Image,  and  other  Tales,  Book  of  a  Thou- 
sand Anecdotes Samuel  Willard. 

Humboldt's  Cosmos  (4  vols.).  Memoir  of  Rev.  Dr.  Judson — 
Mary  M.  Brooks. 

Webster's  Dictionary,  (unabridged) G.  W.  Batchelder. 

Barnard's  Journal  of  Education  (5  vols.) C.  E.  Hovey. 


MEMBERS. 


H.  H.  Pope, 
E.  D.  Harris, 
J.  F.  Ridlon, 
J.  G.  Howell, 
John  Hull, 
Peter  Harper, 
E.  Philbrook, 
W.  B.  Webber, 


gentlemen. 

E.  A.  Gastman,  jr., 
B.  F.  Rawalt, 
L.  II.  Hite, 
Silas  Hayes, 
J.  M.  Burch, 
J.  D.  Kirkpatrick, 
T.  F.  Willis, 
M.  R.  Kell, 


Chauncey  Nye, 
J.  J.  Dickey, 
P.  J.  C.  Marion, 
W.  H.  Walker, 
Geo.  M.  Berkley, 
H.  W.  Kester, 
A.  J.  Ives, 
C.  J.  Cowan. 


ladies. 


M.  A.  Stark, 
H.  F.  M.  GrinneU, 
F.  A.  Peterson, 
M.  A.  Hawkins, 
Jennie  Davison, 
Maria  English, 
Elizabeth  Arnold, 
H.  C.  Bedell, 
Jane  F.  Montgomery, 
Sarah  Gregory, 
Cornelia  Gregory, 
£larah  Hanson, 


Emily  Junk, 
Jennie  G.  Michie, 
M.  I.  Reisinger, 
B.  A.  Strong, 
M.  I.  Boyle, 
Sallie  Dunn, 
M.  A.  Ijams, 
E.  J.  Mitchell, 
Kate  Birch, 
Fannie  M.  Washburn, 
Sophia  J.  Crist, 
H.  M.  Pope, 


Jennie  McMillan, 
B.  M.  Cowles, 
L.  R  Hite, 
Nettie  ComweU, 
Sue  Parish, 
Mary  E.  Jones, 
Emma  Trimble, 
Allie  Hubbard, 
Emma  Stewart^ 
Minnie  Douglass, 
M.  J.  Apffar, 
Julia  M.  Linfiley. 
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WKIGHTONIAiSr    SOCIETY. 


LIBRABT. 

Name  of  Donon. 


Illinois  District-School  Library  Ko.  2, 61  Volumes. — Irving's 
Life  and  Voyages  of  Columbus  (3  vols. ),  Lockhart's  Napoleon, 
Abbott's  Josephine,  Breck's  Book  of  Flowers,  Abbott's  Cyrus 
the  Great,  Abbott's  Cleopatra,  Barry's  Fruit  Garden,  L^ich's 
Dead  Sea,  Youatt  and  Martin  on  Cattle,  Jameson's  Life  of 
Celebrated  Female  Sovereigns,  Boussingault'g  Rural  Eecon- 
omy.  Bayard  Taylor's  India,  China  and  Japan,  Nash's  Pro- 
gressive Farmer,  Scott's  Heart  of  Mid-Lothian,  George  Wm. 
Cflrtis's  Ilowadji  in  Syria,  Villas  and  Farm  Cottages,  Amer- 
ican Farmer's  Encyclopaedia,  Johnston's  Chemistry  of  Com- 
mon Life  (2  vols.).  Combe's  Constitution  of  Man,  Stewart's 
Brazil  and  La  Plata,  Guenon  on  Milch  Cows,  Youatt  on 
Sheep,  Chambers's  Information  for  the  People  ( 2  vols. ), 
Mitchell's  Planetary  and  Stellar  Worlds,  Stewart's  Stable 
Book,  Head's  Christie  Johnstone,  Reemelin's  Vine  Dresser's 
Manual,  Pardee  on  Strawberry,  Cooper's  Spy,  Allen's  Dis- 
eases of  Domestic  Animals,  Croly's  Beauties  of  English 
Poets,  Dana's  Muck  Manual,  Mayne  Eeid's  Forest  Exiles, 
Mayne  Reid's  Young  Voyagers,  Downing's  Landscape  Gar- 
dening, Cook's  Voyages,  Olcott's  Sorgho  and  Imphee,  Brace's 
Home  Life  in  Gennany,  Eastwood  on  the  Cranberry,  Dick- 
ens's Child's  History  of  England  (2  vols.),  Moore's  Epi- 
curean, Blake's  Fanner  at  Home,  Thompson's  May  Martin, 
Neill's  Fruit,  Flower  and  Kitchen  Gardener's  Companion, 
Sismondi's  Italian  Republics,  Thompson's  Food  of  Animals, 
Life  of  Capt  JohnSmith,  Farmer's  Land  Measurer,  Zschokke's 
History  of  Switzerland,  Johnston's  Catechism  of  Agriculture, 
Kirkland's  New  Home,  Who'll  Follow,  Gibbon's  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  ( 6  vols. ) Board  of  Education, 

Ilandy  Book  on  Property  of  Law,  Baldwin's  Pronouncing 
Gazetteer,  Bartlett's  Personal  Narratives  in  Texas,  Bartlett^ 
Personal  Narratives  in  Mexico,  Central  American  Aft'airs, 
Europe  and  the  Allies,  History  of  the  Christian  Church, 
Home  Encyclopaedia  of  Geography,  Home  Encyclopedia  of 
the  World's  Progress,  History  of  Germany,  Humorous  Poetry, 
Hand-B(x>k  of  Household  Science,  McFarland's  Japan,  Los- 
sing's  History  of  the  United  States,  Little  Dorrit,  Lectures  of 
Science  and  Art,  Life  and  Times  of  Henry  Clay  (vols.  1  and 
2  )y  Memoirs  of  Washington,  Missionary  Offering,  Milledulcia, 
Pliilosophy  of  Sir  Wnham  Hamilton,  Queens  of  England 
(vols.  1  and  2),  Reynolds's  Life  and  Times,  Thirty  Years  in 
United  States  Senate  (vols.  1  and  2),  Americans  in  Japan, 
Things  not  Generally  Known,  Family  Dentist,  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Physiology,  Works  of  the  British  Poets  (  3  vols.) — 
S.  Wbight 
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Nunef  of  Donon. 

Family  Magazine  (2  vols.),  Good's  Book  of  Nature .  .Miss  F.  S.  Denisos. 

Whittaer's  roems J.  H.  Bailey. 

Longfellow's  Evangeline,  Hildreth's  History  United  States  ( 6 
vols. ),  Heavenly  Tokens,  Irving's  Washington,  Shakspeare's 
Works^3  vols.),  Doesticks Mrs.  C.  E.  Hovet. 

Laws  of  Health,  Notes  on  the  Parables,  Scott's  Waverlev  ( 2 
vols.) lrjl  Moobe. 

Memoir  of  Mary  L.  Ware,  Courtship  of  Miles  Standish 

Martha  Cooqeshall. 

Adventures  of  Amyas  Leigh,  Blithedale  Romance,  Connection 
of  the  Physical  Sciences,  De  Quincey's  Letters  to  Young 
Men,  Theological  Essays  ( 2  vols. ),  Fremont's  Life  and  Ex- 
plorations, Mosses  from  an  Old  Manse  ( 2  vols. ),  Selections 
from  W.  S.  Landor Samuel  Willabd. 

Durbin's  Observations  in  Europe  (2  vols.).  Goldsmith's  Poeti- 
cal Works,  Ten  Years  among  the  Mail-Bags,  Lights  of  Tem- 
perance   H.  C.  Provo. 

Bunyan's  Complete  Works,  Bigelow's  Life  of  J.  C.  Fremont, 
Miicaulay's  History  of  England,  Patent  OflSce  Report E.  Fiske. 

Life  of  Napoleon E.  Aaron  Gove. 

Story  on  the  Constitution H.  B.  Nobton. 

Transactions  Illinois  Agricultural  Society S.  Francis. 

Webster's  Dictionary  (unabridged ) G.  W.  Batchklder. 

Barnard's  Journal  of  Education  ( 5  vols. ) C.  E.  Hovey. 


James  H.  Bailey, 
L.  D.  Bovee, 
J.  H.  Bumham, 
J.  E.  Fvffe, 
William  T.  Law, 
Jno.  B.  Miller, 
Hermes  S.  Payn, 
Byron  Sheldon, 
Rufus  W.  Angell, 
P.  E.  Walker, 

P.  E.  Butler, 
Ann  E.  Collom, 
Fannie  S.  Denison, 
Julia  A.  Ives, 
Sarah  E.  Town, 
Susan  H.  Wright, 
Emily  A.  Carter, 
Martha  J.  McKinstry, 
Amanda  0.  Noyes, 


MEMBEES. 

GENTLEMEN. 

Jno.  P.  Curtiss, 
George  B.  Eobinson, 
E.  Aaron  Gove, 
C.  J.  Gill, 
N.  M.  Carter, 
Edwin  B.  Fiske, 
H.  C.  Provo, 
Eobert  L.  Duncan, 
H.  B.  Norton, 

LADIES. 

Phebe  W.  Jones, 
Kate  Zorger, 
Sarah  E.  Tell, 
Mary  E.  Moore, 
Caroline  Moore, 
Lydia  M.  Young, 
Mary  Brigham, 
Lizzie  W5cefield, 


Wm.  Avery, 
Lewis  P.  Cleveland, 
W.  Duncan, 
Harvey  I.  Button, 
Duncan  G.  Ingraham, 
J.  Spaulding, 
L.  L.  Lightner, 
John  Walton, 
N.  D.  Stevens, 


Mattie  Havens, 
S.  Stewart, 
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Helen  Eoss, 
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J.  McCoy, 
Ellen  I.  Boughton, 
Lizzie  Clarkson, 
Mary  J.  Scoggan. 
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NOKMAL  UNIVEESITY  GKOUNDS. 


EXPULNATIONS,  ETC.,  TO  ACCOMPANY  THE  MAP  OF  THE  GROUNDS. 

To  render  the  grounds  of  a  useful  and  instructive  character,  it  has 
been  considered  necessary  to  embody  as  great  a  variety  of  trees  as 
would  be  suflSciently  har^y  to  -withstand  the  climate.  Further  to  add 
to  the  ready  comparison  of  species,  they  have,  as  far  as  consistent  with 
a  suitable  landscape  disposition,  been  grouped  in  separate  sections,  with 
walks  somewhat  regularly  disposed,  for  the  more  convenient  inspection 
of  the  various  parts. 

No  provision  has  been  made  for  a  carriage-drive  round  the  grounds, 
as  it  would  destroy  their  privacy  and  make  them  too  public.  This  was 
considered  less  necessary  owing  to  their  being  surrounded  by  a  w  de 
street.  The  carriage  entrance,  for  the  same  reason,  was  marked  at  the 
shortest  and  most  direct  line  to  the  house.  It  may  also  be  noted  that 
the  walks  need  not  be  formed  imtil  the  planting  becomes  suflSciently 
interesting  to  incite  inspection.  It  will  be  also  observed  that  any  of 
them  may  be  omitted  without  in  the  least  destroying  the  main  features 
of  the  plan. 

The  uuilding  is  bordered  with  a  broad  edging  of  grass.  The  ground 
should  be  graded  from  the  water-table  with  an  easy  and  gradud  slope 
to  the  origmal  surface.  The  south  front  will  thus  require  considerable 
filling  up,  and  here  a  small  terrace  may  be  made ;  but  a  house  of  this 
dimensions  should  not  be  surrounded  Dy  a  terrace,  unless  on  a  large 
and  elaborate  scale.  It  will  be  more  appropriate  to  grade  from  me 
house,  sloping  from  it  in  all  directions,  and  all  sod  banks  avoided. 

An  ample  carriage-road  surrounds  the  house,  suflSciently  wide  to 
accommodate  and  tuni  round  several  carriages. 

To  the  north  of  the  building  a  small  spot  is  set  apart  for  a  flower 

f garden ;  this  is  particularly  intended  for  hardy  herbaceous  flowers.  A 
argo  part  of  it  may  be  devoted  to  native  flowering  plants,  tending  to 
familiarize  pupils  with  the  plants  of  the  country,  and  would  form  a 
valuable  auxihary  to  the  study  of  botany.  This  is  surrounded  by  a 
regular  belting  ol  shrubbery,  to  isolate  it  from  the  other  portion  of  the 
gi'ounds.  East  and  west  ol  this  flower  garden  are  open  spaces  left  for 
additional  buildings,  if  such  are  in  contemplation,  and  if  not  required 
for  that  purpose,  tnese  open  lawns  will  ada  to  the  contrasting  effect  of 
the  planting  in  that  part  of  the  grounds  where  evergreen  trees  pre- 
dominate. 

The  close-planted  masses  of  shrubbery,  indicated  by  being  shaded, 
are  introduced  to  give  variety  and  a  certain  decided  distinctiveness, 
which  is  not  otherwise  attainable,  and  which  is  one  of  the  best  features 
in  landscape  scenery.  The  ground  occupied  by  these  beds  should  be 
deeply  worked  over  and  planted  thickly,  and  kept  clean  and  cultivated, 
at  least  until  the  plants  are  suflSciently  massive  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  weeds,  which  it  soon  wilL    I  have  not  given  a  thorougli^  (fetailisfL 
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list  of  every  plant  that  may  be  put  in  these  beds ;  any  nurseryman's 
catalogue  will  supply  lists  of  these.  I  have  included  a  Ust  of  such  as 
are  most  desirable  as  medium  sized  trees ;  all  such  should  be  planted 
in  the  central  portions  of  such  clumps,  and  the  smaller  shrubs  more 
toward  the  edgings  of  such  plantations. 

The  evergreen  trees  are  kept  somewhat  distinct  from  deciduous 
trees ;  at  least  sufficiently  so  to  form  a  pleasing  outline  and  of  massive 
disposition,  to  contribute  an  effective  feature  during  winter,  when  other 
trees  are  deciduous.  This  is  a  point  of  much  importance,  the  winter 
scenery  being  in  need  of  enlivenment;  and  these  evergreens,  being 
placed  near  the  boundaries,  will  break  the  force  of  cold  winds,  and,  so 
tar,  add  much  comfort  to  the  interior. 

To  further  assist  in  sheltering  the  grounds,  I  would  suggest  the  set- 
ting of  an  arbor-vitffi  hedge  along  the  north,  west  and  east  boundary 
lines,  and  the  other  portions  of  boundary  planted  with  an  Osage  orange 
hedge. 

I  would  suggest,  with  reference  to  the  planting  of  the  trees,  that  the 

•ounds  more  immediately  connected  with  the  Building  will  of  course 
>e  first  planted,  and  here  some  good-sized  trees,  for  immediate  effect, 
may  be  set  out  at  once.  But  the  most  satisfactory  method  would  be  to 
set  apart  two  or  three  acres  as  nursery  grounds,  and  purchase  in  quan- 
tity young  trees  to  be  grown  on  the  grounds.  They  would  thus  become 
inured  to  the  climate,  and  would  give  more  satisfaction  on  removal, 
could  be  removed  when  found  necessary,  and  be  altogether  the  most 
economical  method  of  procedure. 

As  I  have  observed  above,  the  arrangement  of  the  walks  is  not  the 
main  feature  of  the  plan,  but  the  arrangement  of  the  trees.  Anv,  or 
indeed  all  of  the  walks  may  be  omitted,  and  not  destrov  or  in  the  least 
affect  the  scenery.  "Walks  for  convenience  may  be  made  in  almost  any 
part.  The  present  arrangement  provides  an  extensive  promenade,  and 
IS  for  the  future,  perhaps,  more  than  the  present.  An  establishment  of 
this  kind,  that  in  all  human  probability  is  to  last  for  ages,  is  not  to  be 
gotten  up  in  a  day ;  but  if  planted  according  to  this  plan  it  will,  in 
fact,  tell  for  all  time.  The  older  the  trees,  the  better  will  the  original 
conception  of  design  be  developed. 

I  hold  myself  ready  to  furnish  all  further  information  necessary  for  a 
true  explanation  of  the  design,  if  any  thing  further  is  required. 

WILLIAM  SAUNDERS,  Landscape  Gardener. 


REFERENCES  TO  PLAN. 

Section  A — Magnolias. — 1,  Acmninata;  2,  macrophylla;  3,  tripe- 
tala;  4,  cordata;  5,  auriculata;  6,  conspicua;  Y,  soulangeana;  8,  pur- 
purea ;  9,  glauca ;  10,  tulip  poplar. 

Section  B — Birches^  etc. — 1,  Betula  alba ;  2,  Betula  nigra ;  3,  Betula 
populifolia;  4,  Betula  lenta;  6,  Betula,  (weeping;)  6,  Carpinus  Betu- 
lus,  English  hornbeam;  7,  Carpinus  Americana,  American  hornbeam; 
8y  tulip  poplar. 
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Section  0 — Maples. — 1,  Saccharinuin,  Sugar;  2,  dasycarpum,  Sil- 
ver ;  3,  platanoides,  Norway ;  4,  pseudo  platanus,  false  Sycainore ;  5, 
rubnim,  red ;  6,  Campestre.  English ;  7,  striatum,  striped ;  8,  monta- 
num,  mountain ;  9,  macropliylla,  lar^e-leaved ;  10,  tartarieum,  Tartar- 
ian ;  11,  purple-leaved  sycamore  mape ;  12,  cut-leaved  Norway  maple. 

Section  D. — 1,  Salisburia  adiantifolia,  Gingko  tree;  2,  Virgilia 
lutea,  yellow-wood  ;  3,  Paulownia  Imperialis ;  4,  Catalpa  Bignonioides, 
catalpa  tree ;  5,  Koelreuteria  paniculatum ;  6,  cytisus  laburnum ;  7,  lau- 
rus  sassafras,  sassafras  tree ;  8,  sophora  Japomca ;  9,  tulip  poplar. 

Section  E — Ashes, — 1,  Fraxinus  excelsior,  English  Ash  ;  2,  Fraxinus 
Americana,  White  Ash ;  3,  Fraxinus  sambucifolia.  Black  Ash ;  4, 
Weeping  Ash;  6,  Fraxinus  pubes?ens,  red,  or  downy;  6,  Fraxinus 
juglandifoHa,  walnut-leaved;  7,  Fraxinus  aurea,  golden  bark;  8,  Fraxi- 
nus omus,  flowering ;  9,  Fraxinus  Atrovirens,  crisp-leaved ;  10,  Fraxi- 
nus Jaspidea,  striped  bark ;  11,  tulip  poplar. 

Section  F — Beeches^  etc, — 1,  Fagus  sj^lvatica,  European;  2,  Fagus 
Americana,  American ;  3,  Fagus  sylvatiea  cuprea,  copper ;  4,  Fagus 
sylvatica  sanguinea,  blooily;  6,  Fagus  sylvatiea  laciniata,  cut-leaved; 
6,  Fagus  sylvatica  pendula,  weeping;  7,  Fagus  sylvatica  cristata^ 
crested;  8,  Celtis  Occidentalis,  nettle  tree;  9,  Celtis  crassifolia;  10, 
liquidambar  styraciflua,  sweet  gum ;  11,  Gymnocladus  canadensis, 
coffee  tree ;  12,  maclura  aurantiaca,  Osage  orange ;  13,  larix  Europea, 
European  larch ;  14,  Nyssa  m^iltiflora,  sour  gum ;  15,  comus  Florida, 
dogwood ;  Rhus  cotinus,  Venitian  sumach. 

Section  G — Oaks^  Walnuts^  etc, — 1,  Negundo  acerifolia,  ash-leaved 
maple ;  2,  Quercus  phellos,  willow-leaved  oak ;  3,  Quercus  palustris, 
pin  oak ;  4,  Quercus  cerris,  turkey  oak ;  5,  Quercus  alba,  white  oak ; 
6,  Quercus  bicolor,  swamp  white  oak  ;  7,  Quercus  macrocarpa,  overcup 
oak ;  8,  Quercus  rubra,  red  oak ;  9,  Quercus  cocdnea,  scarlet  oak ;  10, 
Quercus  robur,  British  oak ;  11,  Quercus  prinus,  chestnut  oak ;  12, 
Quercus  obtusiloba,  post  oak ;  13,  Quercus  lyrata,  water  white  oak ;  14, 
Quercus  aquatica,  water  oak;  16,  cercis  canadensis,  Judas  tree;  16, 
Koelreuteria  paniailata;  17,  m«clura  aurantiaca,  Osage  orange;  18, 
Liquidambar  styraciflua,  sweet  gum ;  19,  Ulmus  fulva,  sUppery  elm ; 
20,  Liriodendron  tulipifera,  tuhp  tree ;  21,  Ulmus  Americana,  Ameri- ' 
can  elm ;  22,  Ulmus  campestris,  English  elm ;  23,  Ulmus  glabra, 
smooth-leaved  elm ;  24  ;  weeping  elm ;  25,  Ulmus  campestris  latif blia, 
broad-leaved  elm ;  26,  Ulmus  campestris  montana ;  27,  Acer  sacchari- 
num,  sugar  maple;  28,  Acer  platanoides,  Norway  maple;  29,  Juglans 
nigra,  black  walnut;  30,  Juglans  cinerea,  white,  or  butter-nut;  31, 
Acer  rubra,  red  maple ;  82,  Juglans  regia,  English  walnut. 

Sections  H,  H. — 1,  Abies  excelsa,  Norway  fir;  2,  pinus  sylvestris, 
Scotch  fir ;  3,  picea  pectinata,  European  silver  fir ;  4,  Abies  morinda ; 
5,  Pinus  excelsa;  6,  Pinus  ponderosa;  7,  Pinus  maritima;  8,  Pinus 
pumilo;  9,  hemlock  spruce,  Abies  canadensis;  10,  Pinus  Austriaca, 
Austrian  pine. 

Section  I. — 1,  Washingtonia  Gigantea*,  2^  Plc«a.  G«^\NjJL<OTsass».\^^ 
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Picea  Pindron ;  4,  Picea  pinsappe ;  6,  Siberian  Arbor  vit« ;  6,  Pinus 
Oembra ;  Y,  picea  piehta ;  8,  Pinus  excelsa ;  9,  Pinns  pnmilis ;  10,  picea 
danbrasiliana ;  11,  Thuja  wareana ;  12,  cupressus  pendula. 

The  whole  of  this  section  to  be  kept  in  cultivated  ground,  and  the 
spaces  between  the  trees  filled  with  Mahonia  aquifolia,  in  email  groups. 

Section  K. — 1,  Acer  pseudo  platanus,  sycamore  maple ;  2,  deciduous 
cypress ;  3,  European  larch ;  4,  Pinus  cembra ;  5,  Tilia  Europea,  Euro- 
pean linden  ;  6,  Platanus  Oecidentalis,  buttonwood ;  7,  Platanus  Orien- 
talis;  8,  Tilia  Americana,  American  linden;  9,  castanea  Americana, 
chestnut;  10,  Pinus  strobus,  white  pine;  11,  picea  pectinata;  12,  Pinus 
Austriaca;  13,  Hemlock  spruce;  14,  Picea  Balsamea,  balsam  tir;  15, 
deciduous  cvpress;  16,  pinus  pinea;  17,  Fraxinus  excelsior,  English 
Ash;  18,  Abies  Douglasii,  Douglas  spruce  fir;  19,  Pinus  pinaster;  20, 
Pinws  mitis;  21,  Pinus  Austriaca;  22,  Scotch  Fir,  Pinus  sylvestris; 
23,  picea  pectinata;  24,  Iloney  Locust;  25,  red-twigged  linden;  26, 
silver  maple ;  27,  Kentucky  codec  tree. 

Section  L — Hickaries^  etc. — 1,  Sweet  Gum ;  2,  Carya  porcina,  pignut 
hickory;  3,  Carya  tormentosa,  mocker  nut;  4,  Carya  alba,  shell-bark; 

6,  Carya  olivajformis,  pecan  nut;  6,  Diospyros  Virginiana,  persimmon; 

7,  White  Ash;  8,  Red  Ash;  9,  Norway  Spruce  Fir;  10,  Balsam  Fir; 
11,  White  Pine ;  12,  Hemlock  Spruce  Fir;  13,  European  Larch,  Larix 
Europea. 

Section  M — Poplars^   WUIawSj  etc, — 1,  Populus  dilatata,  Lombardy 

foplar;  2,  Populus  angulata,  cotton  wood ;  3,JPopulus  grandidenta;  4, 
*opuhis  candicans ;  5,  Populus  alba,  Abele  tree ;  6,  Populus  balsamif- 
era;  7,  Liriodendron  tulipifera.  Tulip  tree;  8,  Populus  tremulus;  9, 
Popidus  Graeca,  Athenian  poplar;  10,  Maclura  aurantiaca,  Osage 
orange;  11,  Black  Walnut;  12,  Kentucky  coffee  tree;  13,  Slippery 
Elm;  14,  Su^ar  Maple;  15,  AVeeping  Willow;  16,  Salix  acummata, 
large-leaved  Willow ;  17,  Salix  alba,  white  Willow ;  18,  Salix  Caprea, 

foat  Willow ;  19,  ringlet-leaved  Willow;  20,  Salix  nigra,  black  Willow; 
1,  Salix  pentantra,  shining  Willow;  22,  Salix  Russelliana,  Bedford 
Willow;  23,  Salix  argentea;  24,  Salix  viminalis;  25,  Honcv  Locust; 
26,  white  Oak;  27,  willow-leaved  Oak;  28, English  Oak;  2lKpinOak; 
30,  red  Oak;  31,  European  Buttonwood;  32,  American  Beech;  33, 
rea  or  swamp  Maple ;  34,  Sour  Gum,  Nj'ssa  aquatica ;  35,  Catalpa; 
86,  Ailanthus  glandulosa;  37,  American  Elm ;  38,  American  Linden; 
89,  Judas  tree;  40,  Sweet  Gum;  41,  swamp  Magnolia;  42,  SaUx  Fors- 
teriana;  43,  Salix  rotundata;  44,  yellow-barked,  golden. 

Section  N. — 1,  Xegundo  aceroides;  2,  sugar  Maple;  3,  Norway 
Spruce  Fir;  4,  silver  Maple;  5,  English  horse  Chestnut;  6,  white 
Pme ;  7,  European  Larch. 

Section  O. — 1,  silver  Maple ;  2,  English  horse  Chestnut ;  3,  ^scu- 
lus  flava,  yellow  Buckeye;  4,  tulip  Pojuar;  5,  Ohio  Buckeye,  JBscuIus 

flabra;   6,  picea  pectinata;   7,  Pinus  nobilis;   8,  Austrian  Pine;   9, 
Temlock  Spruce;  10,  Norway  Fir;   11,  Scotch  Fir;  12;  Paulownia 
ImperiaUs. 
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Section  P. — 1,  silver  Maple ;  2,  sugar  Maple ;  3,  Salisburia  adianti- 
folia;  4,  purple  Beech;  5,  tulip  Poplar;  6,  Magnolia  acuminata;  7, 
Magnolia  macropliylla;  8,  Magnolia  tripetala;  9,  deciduous  Cypress; 
10,  Korway  Spruce  Fir;  11,  Austrian  Pine;  12,  balsam  Fir;  13,  hem- 
lock Spruce. 

Section  R. — 1,  silver  Maple;  2,  Populus  angulata;  3,  Magnolia 
macropli vlla ;  4,  Magnolia  tripetala;  5,  ]Sorway  Spruce  Fir;  6,  balsam 
Fir ;  7,  liemlock  Spruce ;  8,  deciduous  Cypress ;  9,  Acer  campestre, 
English  Maple;  10,  Kentucky  Coffee;  11,  raulownia  Imperialis. 

Section  S. — 1,  sugar  Maple ;  2,  silver  Maple;  3,  Paulownia  Imperi- 
alis ;  4,  Magnolia  macrophylla ;  5,  K(Klreuteria  paniculatum ;  6,  liale- 
sia  tetraptera  snowdrop  tree  or  silver  bell ;  7,  white  Pine  ;  8,  hemlock 
Spruce ;  9,  silver  Fir,  ricea  pectinata ;  10,  Austrian  Pine,  Pinus  Aus- 
tnaca ;  11,  Xorway  Maple ;  12,  Judas  tree. 

Section  T. — 1,  sugar  Maple ;  2,  silver  Maple ;  3,  European  horse 
Chestnut;  4,  Norway  Maple;  6,  Scotch  Fir;  6,  Pinus  maritima;  7, 
Pinus  ponderosa ;  8,  white  Pine ;  9,  European  Larch ;  10,  Sugar. 

Section  Y. — All  hemlock  Spruce. 

Section  W. — 1  and  2,  Silver  Maple ;  the  row  of  trees  on  the  north 
line.  White  Pine ;  the  rows  on  either  side  to  the  line,  Norway  Spruce 
Fir ;  the  deciduous  trees  represented  bv  rounded  tops  to  be  planted 
with  Judas  tree.  Dogwood,  Halesias,  Rhus  Cotinus,  Virginia  Fringe, 
and  such  medium-growing  trees ;  and  all  evergreens  eiuier  hemlock 
Spruce  or  Norway  Fir. 

Section  X. — 1,  Washingtonia  Gigantea;  2,  English  Tew;  3,  Taxus 
aurea ;  4,  Taxus  pendula ;  5,  Thuja  jJicata ;  6,  Picea  nobilis ;  7,  Picea 
pichta ;  8,  Cunninghamia  sinensis.  This  Section  is  to  be  kept  same  as 
Section  I. 

Section  Y. — Eow  of  trees  next  the  line,  Norway  spruce  Fir.  1, 
Pinus  ponderosa;  2,  Pinus  excelsa;  3,  Abies  Doughisii;  4,  Abies 
Menziesii;  5,  English  Yew;  6,  Balsam  Fir;  7,  white  Pine;  8,  Picea 
pectinata;  9,  Abies  morinda;  10,  Thuja  occidentalis;  11,  Pinus  sylves- 
tris;  12,  Pinus  Austriaca;  13,  European  Larch;  14,  deciduous  Cy- 
press; 16,  white  Pine;  16,  English  Ash. 

Section  Z. — Row  of  trees  next  the  line,  Norway  Spruce.  1,  Norway 
Maple;  2,  European  Alder;  3,  European  Larch;  4,  Pinus  Austriaca; 
5,  silver  Fir;  6,  deciduous  Cyj^rcss ;  7,  balsam  Fir ;  8,  sugar  Maple ;  9, 
English  Ash;  10,  American  Linden ;  11,  ash-leaved  Maple;  12,  white 
Pine. 

No.  1. — Spaces  for  wood-houses  and  other  offices.  These  may  be 
enlarged  to  any  size,  surrounded  by  an  arbor  vitue  hedge,  and  planted 
thickly  round  with  trees. 

No.  2. — Flower  Garden.  For  hardy  herbaceous  plants  chiefly,  more 
particularly  American  species. 

No.  3. — ^Place  for  simimer-house. 
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Ko.  4. — ^Yases  may  be  set  in  these  niches,  and  in  the  center  a  sun- 
dial or  basin  of  water,  if  it  can  be  supplied. 

List  of  Large-sized  Sheubs,  eto,  far  planting  toward  the  center  of 
dunvps  amd  rmmd  Flower  Garden.— ivA2A  tree,  Amelanchier  botiya- 
piura,  Conius  Florida,  Eunonymus  of  var.,  Halesias,  Ptelea  trifoliata, 
xlhus  Cotinus,  Viburnum  prunifolia,  Laburnums,  English  Maple,  Mi- 
mosa Julibrisson,  Purple  Beech,  Koelreuteria  paniculatum,  Anona  tri- 
loba, Aralia  spinosa,  Gordonia  pubescens,  Paliurus  aculeatus,  Khamnns 
Caroliniensis,  Shepherdia  argcntea,  Chionanthus  Yirginicus,  Magnolia 
glauqa,  Carpinus  Americana,  Sassa&as  in  groups. 


LLLINOIS  NATURAL  HISTORY  SOCIETY. 


President  Hovey:  At  your  request,  a  Report  of  the  Illinois  Natu- 
ral History  Society,  with  an  account  of  its  origin,  progress  and  condi- 
tion, is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  D.  WILBER, 

Oeneral  Agent  niinoLi  Natural  Histoiy  Society. 

The  Illinois  Natural  History  Society  was  organized  in  June,  A.  D. 
1868,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a  thorough  scientific  survey  of  our 
State,  in  order  to  aftbrd  new  sources  of  valuable  knowledge  to  our 
citizens. 

The  call  for  a  Convention  to  organize  the  Society  was  responded  to 
by  men  who  have  long  been  devoted  to  the  Agricultural  and  Educa- 
tional interests  of  Illinois,  and  who  had  often  urged  this  enterprise  as 
the  only  means  of  developing  our  resources  in  the  various  departments 
of  Natui-al  History. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Society  to  carry  on  this  work  within  our  borders 
until  it  is  completed,  and  to  establish  a  Museum  of  Natural  History  at 
the  State  Normal  University,  comprising  every  species  of  plants,  birds, 
shells,  fishes,  insects,  quadrupeds,  minerals  and  fossils,  found  in  Illinois, 
together  with  such  collections  from  various  parts  of  the  world  as  will 
assist  our  youth  in  gaining  a  knowledge  of  the  general  studies  of 
Nature. 

We  have  over  fifty  species  of  quadrupeds,  three  hundred  of  birds, 
one  hundred  of  reptiles,  nearlv  two  hundred  of  fishes,  and  thousands  of 
insects,  mollusks,  etc.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Society,  as  soon  as  its 
condition  will  permit,  to  publish  reports  containing  descriptions  of  the 
various  orders  of  Animal  and  Vegetable  life — or,  a  complete  Fauna  and 
Flora  of  Illinois — a  copy  of  which  should  be  within  tlie  reach  of  every 
parent,  teacher  and  pupil  in  our  State. 

"Accurate  information  respecting  these  subjects  would  be  of  great 
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interest  to  the  community  generally,  especially  in  reference  to  certain 
species  bearing  an  intimate  relationship,  injunous  or  beneficial,  to  the 
operations  of  the  farmer.  Very  great  damage  often  results  to  the  agri- 
cultural interests  from  the  depredations  of  many  quadrupeds  and  in- 
sects, while,  again,  other  species  claim  attention  from  their  usefulness  in 
keeping  in  check  these  obnoxious  animals.  Instances  of  the  former 
may  be  found  in  the  gopher,  meadow-mouse,  army-worm,  wheat  and 
Hessian  flies,  chinch-bug,  and  mmierous  other  less-known  but  almost 
equally-destructive  species ;  and  of  the  latter  in  very  many  quadrupeds, 
birds,  reptiles,  carnivorous  insects,  etc.,  though  the  usefulness  of  these 
is  comparatively  little  understood  or  appreciated." 

Since  the  day  of  our  organization,  tne  work  has  been  carried  on  in 
various  parts  of  the  State  by  ^^^  surveyors  and  collectors.  Illinois 
has  already  a  host  of  scientific  men,  who  are  competent  to  take  charge 
of  this  great  work,  and  it  is  our  intention  to  employ  our  home  talent 
and  energy  as  far  as  they  can  be  made  available;  tnus,  not  only  greatly 
reducing  expenses,  but  encouraging  our  citizens,  and  inviting  them  to  a 
new  domain  of  mental  industry,  at  once  profitable  and  delightful.  In 
the  northern  part  of  the  State,  Dr.  Geo.  Vasey,  of  McHenry  county, 
has  made  extensive  collections  of  plants,  especially  the  prairie  grasses, 
of  which  1,000  specimens,  with  names,  etc.,  are  already  m  the  Museum 
of  the  Society. 

Mr.  E.  S.  feond,  of  Henry  county,  is  engaged  on  the  birds  of  West- 
em  Illinois.  Dr.  Frederick  Brendel,  of  Peoria,  is  investigating  the 
plants  along  the  shores  of  the  Illinois  river.  Robert  Kennicott,  well 
Known  by  his  labors  as  a  naturalist,  is  giving  us  valuable  assistance  in 
making  general  collections,  effecting  exchanges,  furnishing  directions, 
etc. 

In  Southern  Illinois,  Cyrus  Thomas  is  engaged  in  collecting  and  de- 
scribing the  plants,  insects  and  reptiles  south  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi Kailroad.  Mr.  Samuel  Bartley,  of  Jackson  county ;  Mr.  Bebb.  of 
Marion  county;  Judge  Snyder,  of  Belleville;  Dr.  E.  R.  Roe,  of  Mc- 
Lean; Dr.  Mead,  of  Ilancock;  Prof  Sheldon,  R.  G.  Oakes,  of  Kane; 
Dr.  S.  S.  Condon,  of  Union ;  also  the  State  Geologists,  Messrs.  Wor- 
then  and  McChesney;  the  corps  of  Railroad  Engineers,  and  many  others 
whose  services  will  be  acknowledged  in  our  Annual  Report,  are  doing 
much  to  assist  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Natural  History  Society. 

Arrangements  are  also  being  made  with  persons  connected  with  the 
Geological  Surv^eys  of  Iowa,  Missouri,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  en- 
abling us  soon  to  present  a  complete  collection  of  the  animals,  plants, 
minerals  and  fossils  of  the  Northwest. 

Foreign  Collections  will  be  of  great  service  in  enabling  us  to  classify, 
arrange  and  understand  our  own  species;  and  with  this  in  view  we 
have  received  and  are  constantly  receiving  additions,  not  only  from 
various  parts  of  the  United  States,  but  also  from  Europe,  West  indies, 
Sandwicli  Islands,  Australia,  etc.,  etc. 

A  Library  of  Natural  History  has  been  commenced,  containing  500 
volumes,  among  which  are  'Audubon's  Birds  of  America,'  'Audubon's 
Quadrupeds  of  America,' Agassiz's  works,  Humboldt's  works,  'Cuvier's 
Animal  Kingdom,'  Encyclopedia  Brittanica,'  the  works  of  Owen,  Say, 


Kirby  aiul  Spence,  Westwood,  Carpcuter,  Gray,  Emmons,  Hall,  Hitch- 
cock, Miller,  etc.  etc.  We  have  also  a  large  number  of  miscellaneous 
works,  and,  with  the  additions  which  are  constantly  being  made  by  the 
friends  of  the  Society  and  a  ecenerous  public,  we  have  sure  prosi)ect8  of 
a  scientific  library  second  to  none  in  the  West. 

By  establishing  the  Museimi  of  the  Natural  History  Society  at  the 
State  Normal  University,  it  becomes  directly  available  for  the  purposes 
of  instruction.  And  since  the  students  in  attendance  are  from  all  parts 
of  the  State,  they  will  each  have  an  opportunity  of  studying  the  Na- 
tural Ilistorv,  not  only  of  his  own,  but  all  other  sections  of  Ulinois. 
The  scientiiic  survey  now  in  vij^orous  openxtion  may,  therefore,  be  re- 
garded as  a  direct  auxiliary  to  the  educational  and  agricultural  interests 
of  the  Prairie  State. 

As  to  the  relative  value  of  the  Study  of  Nature,  it  may  be  proper  to 
add  a  few  suggestions.  If  study  is  to  be  commended  for  the  discipline 
it  gives  to  the  mind,  then  the  study  of  Natural  History  or  Natural 
Science,  as  it  leads  the  mind  to  the  contemplation  of  the  law,  order  and 
hamiony  of  the  Universe,  must,  necessarilv,  induce  in  the  stndi^nt  a 
like  order  and  hannony  of  thought  and  action;  and  this  is  the  best  dis- 
cipline possible.  Or,  if  a  course  of  studv  is  chiefly  valuable  because  it 
will  result  111  tTie  accumulation  of  valuable  infoiination,  such  as  may  be 
applied  constantly  in  all  the  reljitions  of  life,  he  who  learns  tlie  tacts 
concerning  the  material  world,  its  governing  laws  and  wonderful  adap- 
tations, may  be  a  practical  philosopner  as  well  as  larmer  or  tradesman, 
not  only  to  his  own  advantage,  but  also  greatly  to  advance  the  interests 
of  his  iieighlx»rhood. 

The  Natural  History  Society  also  provides  for  auxiliary  Societies  in 
the  several  counties  of  the  State,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  exchanges, 
furnish  directions,  distribute  surplus  specimens,  and,  by  a  division  of 
labor,  to  complete  the  great  work  within  a  few  years. 

In  this  noble  enterprise  we  ask  the  earnest  co-operation  of  every 
friend  of  science  and  humanity,  to  aid  us  in  imiking  collections  and  re- 
cording such  facts  as  relate  to  any  of  the  departments  of  Natural  His- 
tory. 

The  State  of  Illinois  is  rich  beyond  description  in  the  treasures  of 
animate  and  inanimate  nature.  The  great  distance  between  our  north- 
ern and  southern  limits  affords  a  large  niunber  of  species  of  plants,  trees 
and  animals.  Bounded  and  intersected  by  larce  rivers,  our  Geology 
and  Zoology  are  easily  determined.  The  mai-ble  imder-floor  of  me 
Prairie  State  is  as  thickly  inlaid  with  the  marvelous  medals  of  creation 
as  is  the  floor  of  heaven  with  '  patiiis  of  bright  gold.' 

AVe  have  thus  begun  a  work  requiring  patient  labor,  in  earnest  study 
and  careful  research  l)efore  we  ciin  say  ft  is  finished,  when  tlie  name  oi 
our  glorious  Illinois  will  stand  '  full  high  advanced '  in  educational  pri* 
vileges  of  every  practical  order,  and  foremost  in  the  rank  of  States. 
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OFFICIAL  mTEEPKETATIONS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  LAW. 


Bl  THE   BUPERIirTBVDBirT  Or  PUBLIC  IHSTRUOnOlT. 


Question  1.  Is  a  district  entitled  to  draw  public  money  to  keep  open  its  School  for  a  longer 
period  than  six  months  in  each  year  ? 

Answer.  It  is.  The  law  fixes  no  limit  to  the  number  of  months  a  district  may  hare  a  SchooL 
It  only  says  that  each  district  mu9t  keep  six  months,  and  learcs  it  optional  with  the  Directors  to 
oontinae  the  School  a  longer  period  or  not,  as  they  see  fit  If  they  do  continue  it,  they  are  enti- 
tled to  draw  their  pro  rata  share  of  public  money  upon  their  teacher's  schedule  for  the  whole 
length  of  time  the  School  is  taught. 

Q.  2.  What  are  the  Trustees  to  do  with  the  balance  left  in  their  hands  after  paying  off  aU  the 
aohedules  in  their  township  ?    Can  they  loan  it? 

A.  The  careful  attention  of  those  interested  is  inrited  to  the  following  extract  from  section  34 
of  the  act  of  1857: 

At  each  of  thoir  half-yearly  meetings,  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  and  October,  the  Trustees 
of  Schools  shall  proceed  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  State,  County  and  Township  Funds  liable  to 
distribution,  to  wit:  the  funds  arising  from  the  two  mill  tax,  the  interest  actually  on  hand  from 
the  State  and  County  School  Fund,  ard  such  of  the  interest,  rents,  issues  and  profits  arising  from 
tLo  township  lands  and  funds  as  have  accrued  and  become  due  since  the  last  regular  half-yearly 
meeting,  except  the  two  per  cent,  and  the  thr^  per  cent  which  the  School  Commissioner  is 
allowed  to  retain.  The  said  Trustees  shall  immediately  thereupon  proceed  to  distribute  the 
aggregate  amount  of  State,  County  and  Township  Funds  thus  ascertained  to  be  liable  to  distribu- 
tion, as  follows :  First,  to  the  township  treasurer  the  two  per  cent  allowed  him ;  second,  for  the 
payment  of  the  books  of  the  township  treasurer,  if  anything  be  due  for  that  purpose ;  third,  for 
the  payment  of  any  reasonable  charges  for  diiriding  Common  School  land,  and  miJ^ing  plats,  etc., 
as  provided  for  in  this  act ;  fourth,  the  balance,  after  deducting  such  an  amount  as  a  majority  of 
the  Directors  in  a  township  may,  by  petition  at  the  October  term,  request  to  be  set  i4>art  for  the 
support  of  Schools  in  the  summer,  they  shall  apportion  on  the  several  schedules  certified  and 
returned  from  each  School  in  the  township,  according  to  law,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  days 
certified  on  such  schedules,  respectively,  to  have  been  taught  since  the  last  regular  return-day 
fixed  by  the  act  of  the  Trustees  for  the  return  of  the  schedules ;  and  the  township  treasurer  shall, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  pay  out  the  money  so  apportioned  to  the  several  persons  to  whom  it  shall 
be  distributed ;  and  shall  hold  the  balanoo,  if  any,  apportioned  on  the  schedules,  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  Directors  of  the  proper  district^  to  be  applied  by  them  to  the  payment  of  teachers  in 
their  respective  districts. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Trustees,  at  each  of  their  meetings  for  distribatiog  money  upon  the 
aohedules  which  may  be  presented  according  to  law,  are  required  to  distribute  all  of  the  money  on 
hand,  excepting  in  October,  when  they  are  required  to  set  apart  such  an  amount  as  a  majority  of 
the  Directors  in  the  township  may  request  for  the  support  of  the  Summer  Schools.  There  can 
then  bo  no  balance  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  excepting  the  amount  deducted  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Summer  Schools,  which  the  law  makes  no  provision  for  loaning.  All  the  rest  of  the 
monev  must  be  distributed  upon  the  schedules  presented.  If  the  amount  so  distributed  to  any 
scheAle  over-pays  the  same,  the  balance  is  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  township  treasurer, 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  district  to  which  said  funds  belong,  and  is  to 
be  paid  out  on  their  order,  either  for  the  payment  of  teachers  or  for  the  purchase  of  libraries  or 
apparatus  for  the  district    The  Tmsteee  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  money. 

Q.  3.    Does  the  six-months  rule  apply  to  newly  organized  districts? 

A.    It  does  not    The  rule  only  applies  to  districts  which  wero  organised  prerlous  to  the  first 

Monday  in  October,  1850. 

Q.  4.  Is  an  examiner,  appointed  by  the  County  Commissioner  to  examine  teachers,  a  Sehool 
Officer  within  the  u  eaning  of  the  law,  and  henoe  exempt  from  working  on  the  road,  sitting  on 
Juries,  etc? 
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A.    He  if  not    Only  thOM  eleeted  to  offioo  by  the  people  eome  within  the  itAtnte. 

Q.  5.  Is  a  Board  of  Directors  liable  for  damages  for  a  failnre  to  leyy  a  tax  as  preacril)ed  in 
section  44? 

A.    They  are  liable  in  the  mm  of  twenty-fire  dollars  for  erery  inch  neglecL    Bee  aeetloB  7tt. 

Q.  6.*  Where  scholars  attending  school  come  iVom  two  or  more  districts,  who  certifies  to  the 
teachers'  schedules — the  Directors  of  each  of  the  districts  from  which  the  soholan  oome,  or  the 
Directors  of  the  district  in  which  the  house  is  located  ? 

A.  The  Directors  of  the  district  in  which  the  School  is  taught  certify  to  all  the  lehadalee. 
They,  alone,  are  supposed  to  know  that  the  schedules  are  correct 

Q.  7.  In  eases  of  default  in  the  payment  of  cither  principal  or  interest  due  upon  Sohod  moneys 
loaned,  is  the  12  per  cent,  authorized  by  section  61  to  be  charged  as  damages,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  10  per  cent  interest,  or  simply  as  so  much  interest? 

A.  The  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Trustees  of  Schools  tw.  William  Bibb,  {Itttnoi^  RtpoHtf 
voL  xiv,  p.  371),  decided  that  12  per  cent  only  was  to  be  charged  upon  the  defaulted  intereet  when 
due  and  unpaid;  and  also  upon  Qrincipal  when  due  and  payable.    The  court  says: 

Two  classes  of  cases  are  embraced  by  this  act;  one,  where  interest  is  due  and  unpaid;  Uie  other, 
where  principal  is  due  and  payable.  In  the  former  ease,  the  amount  of  unpaid  interest  bears 
interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum;  and  it  may  be  sued  for  and  recoTered  in  a  separals 
action.  In  the  latter  case,  the  principal  debt  bears  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum 
from  the  time  it  falls  due.  The  provisions  of  this  act  do  not  apply  to  the  principal  when  Uie 
debtor  is  in  no  default  respecting  it  It  is  only  when  the  principal  is  due  and  payable  that  the 
rate  of  interest  upon  it  is  increased.  This,  we  are  satisfied,  was  the  real  intention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, although  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  intention  is  not  as  clearly  expressed  as  in  the  act  of 
1835.  A  different  construction  would  render  the  law  highly  penal  in  its  character.  If  12  per 
cent  interest  was  to  be  charged  upon  the  principal  on  every  failure  to  make  a  payment  of  interest, 
it  would  operate  very  severely  upon  the  debtor.  Loans  are  made  for  five  years,  and  the  penalty 
for  failing  to  pay  a  few  installments  of  interest  might  exceed  the  principal  debt  Suoh  a  constmo- 
tion  ought  not  to  be  put  upon  the  law,  unless  it  manifestly  appears  that  it  was  the  design  of  tlM 
Legislature. 

Q.  8.    Is  it  necessary  to  have  the  judges  of  election  of  Directors  sworn? 

A.    The  law  does  not  require  it 

Q.  9.  In  the  election  of  Directors  must  the  polls  be  opened  in  the  morning  and  kept  open  lU 
day,  or  may  an  election  take  place  in  the  afternoon  or  evening? 

A.  An  election  may  be  held  in  the  afternoon  or  evening;  but  the  notice  of  election,  in  sneh 
event,  must  state  the  time  of  opening  and  closing  the  polls,  and  ample  time  must  be  giren  tor  all 
to  vote. 

Q.  10.    What  per  cent  are  township  collectors  allowed  for  ooUecting  Sohool  moneys  f 

A.    They  are  allowed  2  per  cent 

Q.  11.    Can  a  Director  be  legally  employed  by  the  two  remaining  Directors  as  a  teachar? 

A.    He  can  be. 

Q.  12.  In  case  School  Directors  fail  or  refVise  to  levy  a  tax  for  keeping  up  Schools,  and  re(\us 
to  give  notice  for  an  election  for  Directors  according  to  law,  what  remedy,  if  any,  haTe  the  peopis 
of  the  district? 

A.    Section  76  of  the  act  of  1857  prescribes  the  following  remedy: 

*  *  *  and  if  any  School  Ccmmissionor,  Director  or  Trustee,  or  either  of  them,  er 
other  officer  whose  duty  it  is,  shall  negligently  or  willfully  fail  or  refuse  to  make,  furnish  or  com- 
municate the  statistics  and  information,  or  shall  fail  to  discharge  the  duties  eqjoined  upon  them,  or 
either  of  them,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  required  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  such  delin- 
quent or  party  offending  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty-five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  or  information,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ulinois,  and  when 
collected  shall  be  paid  to  the  School  Commissioner  of  the  proper  county  for  the  use  of  Schools. 

It  will  be  seen  that  any  Board  of  School  Directors,  failing  or  ref^ising  to  perform  any  of  the 
duties  enjoined  upon  them  by  the  law,  is  subject  to  a  fine  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  every  sodi 
failure  or  refusal. 

Q.  13.  In  unorganised  townships  the  Tmstoos  are  ex  officio  Dirooton.  Can  th^  rengn  ths 
oSieo  of  Trustees  and  still  servo  as  Directors  ? 


413 

A.  They  eaanot  They  were  only  ee  officio  Birecton,  hy  virtae  of  their  being  Trnsteee. 
"When  they  resigned  the  office  of  Tnutoe  they  can  no  longer  exercise  the  functions  of  Directors, 
which  they  only  did  by  virtue  of  their  being  Trustees.  In  other  words,  when  they  cease  to  be 
Trustees  they  cease  to  be  Directors. 

Q.  14.    Section  45  of  the  act  of  1857  reads  as  follows : 

According  to  the  rate  or  rates  certified  as  aforesaid,  the  said  county  clerk,  when  making  out  the 
tax-books  for  the  collector,  should  compute  each  taxable  person's  tax  in  said  district,  taking  as  a 
basis  the  total  amount  of  taxable  property  returned  by  the  county  assessor  for  that  year,  lying  and 
being  in  said  district,  whether  belonging  to  residents  or  non-residents,  and  also  each  and  erory 
tract  of  land  assessed  by  the  assessor  which  lies,  or  the  largest  part  of  which  lies,  in  paid  district. 

What  is  meant  by  '  each  and  every  tract  of  land  ? 

A.  Every  section  of  land  is  divided  into  tracts  of  forty  acres  each.  If  A  has  a  farm  of  320 
acres,  it  is  composed  of  eight  forty-acre  tracts.  If  seven  of  these  forty-acre  tracts  lie  in  District 
No.  1  and  two-thirds  of  the  eighth  forty -acre  tract  lies  in  District  No.  2,  the  seven  forty-acre  tracts 
-would  be  assessed  in  District  No.  1  and  the  eighth  forty-acre  tract  in  District  No.  2.  The  term 
'tract'  has  reference  to  the  Congressional  subdivisions,  and  not  to  A's  farm  as  a  whole.  Again : 
In  the  case  supposed,  five  forty-acre  tracts  might  lie  wholly  in  District  No.  1  and  the  remaining 
three  forty-acre  tracts  in  District  No.  2;  in  which  case  the  five  tracts  would  be  assessed  in  Distriot 
No.  1  and  the  three  tracts  in  District  No.  2,  and  not  the  whole  farm  (as  one  tract)  in  District  No. 
1  because  the  largest  portion  of  it  (the  farm)  lies  in  District  No.  1. 

Q.  15.  Are  county  treasurers  entitled  to  any  commissions  upon  School  moneys  paid  into  their 
hands  by  township  collectors,  and  again  paid  by  them  to  township  treasurers? 

A.    They  are  not.     Section  45  of  the  act  of  1857  contains  the  following  clause: 

♦        *        *        *        *        *        the  said  county  collector  shall  pay  to  said  township  treasurer 
the  full  amount  of  said  tax,  so  certified  by  the  county  clerk,  retaining  from  said  amount  only  two 
per  centum,  as  his  fees  for  collection. 
Again,  section  72  reads  as  follows . 

Andf  provided^  nUof  That  county  treasurers  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  oommissions  upon  School 
taxes  collected  and  paid  over  to  them  by  county  or  township  coUeotors. 

The  inconsistency  in  the  two  extracts  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  inserted 
the  latter  clause  in  the  new  bill,  and  failed  to  strike  out  the  former  one  in  the  old  law.  The  latter 
clause  is  adopted  by  this  department  as  its  rule  of  oonstruotion. 

Q.  16.  Can  School  Directors  locate  a  School  house  without  first  submitting  the  queetion  of  a 
site  to  a  vote  of  the  people? 

A.  They  cannot  A  vote  of  the  i)eople  must  always  be  taken ;  but  if  a  minority  of  those 
Toting  fail  to  agree  upon  a  site,  then  the  Directors  may  seleot  a  site  and  build  a  houM  which  docf 
not  cost  over  one  thousand  dollars.  If  the  house  is  to  cost  over  that  sum,  another  vote  of  the 
people  may  be  taken  upon  the  question  of  a  site,  and  if  a  majority  then  fail  to  agree  upon  a  site, 
another  vote  may  be  taken;  and  so  on,  until  a  majority  of  those  voting  at  an  election  agree  upon 
a  site.  If  they  fail  finally  to  so  agree,  the  directors  have  no  power  to  locate  a  house  which  ii  to 
cost  over  one  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  17.  If  the  officers  in  a  portion  of  the  townships  in  a  county  fail  to  make  an  annual  enume- 
ration of  the  white  children  under  twenty.one  years  of  age  in  their  rMpeoUve  townships,  how 
shall  the  County  Commissioner  apportion  the  Sohool  funds  among  the  several  townships? 

A.  Adopt  the  census  of  those  townships  whose  officers  have  complied  with  the  law  and  made  a 
return,  and  take  the  last  enumeration  of  those  townships  from  which  no  returns  were*  received  last 
fall,  as  the  basis  of  distribution.  The  townships  whose  officers  comply  with  the  law  are  entitled 
to  the  full  benefits  of  their  increased  population. 

Q.  18.  Can  scholars  from  one  distriot  attend  School  in  another  district  without  the  consent  of 
the  Directors  of  both  districts? 

A.  The  law  of  1849  required  the  written  consent  of  the  Directors  of  the  district  to  which  the 
scholar  went  to  School  to  enable  him  to  enter  the  School;  and  to  avail  himself  of  the  beneflts  of 
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tht  pnblio  monej,  he  must  liaTe  had  the  written  content  of  the  Dineton  of  the  diftrieti  from  and 
to  which  he  went    The  law  of  1851,  repealing  the  law  of  1849,  readf  as  followi: 

That  so  mach  of  soction  69  of  the  act  aforesaid  as  requires  the  written  consent  of  the  district 
Directors  to  authorise  children  to  be  sent  from  one  School  district  into  another  to  attend  School, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  hereafter  children  may  be  sent  from  one  district  to 
another  as  contemplated  bj  said  section,  unless  a  majority  of  the  Directors  of  one  of  the  districts 
interested  shall  object,  in  writing,  by  them  signed,  to  the  teacher  to  whom  such  children  axe  sent 
or  proposed  to  be  sent;  in  which  case  such  teacher  shall  forthwith  notify  the  parenta  or  gnardiaas 
of  such  objection,  and  discharge  or  refuse  to  receive  such  children. 

The  above  law  is  still  in  force,  and  governs  all  such  cases  as  come  under  the  interrogatory.  It 
will  be  seen  that  no  content  is  necessary  to  enable  a  scholar  to  attend  School  in  another  district^ 
and  if  objection  is  made,  that  objection  must  bo  made  in  writing,  signed  by  two  of  the  Directors 
of  either  of  the  districts  interested.  And  unless  such  objection  is  made  to  the  teacher,  he  ahonld 
keep  a  separate  schedule  of  such  scholars,  preeent  the  same  to  the  Directors  of  the  district  in 
which  the  School  house  is  situated,  have  them  certify  to  the  correctness  of  the  same,  and  then  if 
the  scholar  came  from  another  township,  either  the  teacher  or  the  Directors  abore  mentioDed 
should  send  such  schedule  to  the  township  treasurer  of  the  township  from  which  such  scholar 
eame  at  least  two  days  before  the  regular  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  so  that  it  may  be 
included  among  the  schedules  upon  which  the  public  money  is  to  be  distributed.  Any  Board  of 
Trustees  failing  or  reflising  to  distribute  the  public  money  upon  such  schedule  thus  returned 
according  to  law,  becomes  pertonally  liable  for  the  amount  which  should  have  been  apportioned 
upon  such  schedule. 

Q.  19.  Can  school  districts  be  altered  or  changed  by  the  township  trustees  at  any  other  time 
than  at  the  regular  semi-annual  meetings  of  the  trustees,  on  the  nrst  Mondays  of  April  and 
October? 

A.  They  cannot.  A  new  township  may  be  laid  off  into  school  districts  at  any  meeting  of  the 
trustees ;  but  when  once  mapped  out,  the  districts  can  only  be  changed  at  a  regular  aemi-annual 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Q.  20.  Can  Trustees  alter  or  change  School  Districts  without  consulting  the  **  wiahea  and  con- 
venience **  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Districts  so  altered  or  changed  ? 

A.  They  cannot  The  **  wishes  and  convenience  *'  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts  to  be 
altered  must  bo  made  known  to  the  Trustees,  cither  by  a  petition  signed  by  a  majority  of  the 
legal  voters  of  the  districts  proposed  to  be  altered  or  changed,  or  by  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of 
such  districts. 

Q.  21.  Can  School  Directors  be  elected  at  an^  other  time  in  the  vcar  than  upon  the  first  Hon- 
day  of  October,  the  time  designated  in  the  law  for  the  election  of  Directors  f 

A.  They  cannot  be,  except  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  Board,  when  the  remaining  Director  ar 
Directors  should  give  five  days'  notice  for  an  election  to  fill  such  vacancy.  If,  throng  any 
cause,  no  election  for  Directors  is  held  upon  the  first  Monday  of  October,  the  old  Directors  hold 
over  another  year. 

Q.  22.  How  many  days  constitute  a  school  month  ?  In  other  words,  if  a  teacher  engages  to 
teach  a  school  six  month's,  how  many  days  must  he  teach  ? 

A.  He  must  teach  in  this  State  all  the  days  there  are  in  any  month  or  six  months,  exceptiBg 
the  Saturdays  and  Sundays.  The  private  schools  of  this  country  are  conducted  upon  the  Innsr 
month  principle,  but  the  public  schools  of  the  other  States  are,  and  they  should  in  this  State  bc^ 
kept  open  a  full  calendar  month.  Some  of  the  lower  courts  in  the  State,  where  the  question  has 
been  tried,  have  so  decided. 

Q.  28.  Should  the  public  money  bo  distributed  upon  schedules  by  the  Trustees  in  {MvportioD 
to  the  number  of  days  taught,  or  in  proportion  to  tiic  grand  total  attendance  certified  to  upon 
each  schedule? 

A.  In  proportion  to  the  grand  total  attendance  certified  to  upon  each  schedule:  The  clanae  of 
section  34,  of  act  of  1857,  relating  to  this  subject,  reads  as  follows : 

*  *  *  *  fourth,  the  balance,  after  deductm*?  such  an  amount  as  a  majority  of  the 
Directors  in  the  township  may,  by  petition,  at  the  October  term,  request  to  be  set  apart  for  the 
support^of  Schools  in  the  summer,  they  shall  apportion  on  the  several  schedules  certified  and 
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i  SB.  Teuben  ahkll  make  schedules  of  the  nunei  at  dl  seholara  under  nrontr-oDe  join  of 
*ge  ilteuding  ^eir  schoolt,  in  tlie  form  pmoribcd  bj  this  act ;  aoi  <rheu  BchoUre  ruide  in  two 
or  more  districts,  lownidiips,  or  counties,  stparBle  schedules  shall  be  kfpt  Tor  cacb  district,  lown- 
■hjp,  or  coun^,  and  the  absence  or  presence  of  e»erj  scholar  shall  be  set  down  under  the  proper 
date,  and  opposite  the  name,  on  CTcrj  da}'  that  school  is  open,  nad  the  Hbsence  of  a  scholar  shall 
be  signified^bT  a  blank—the  presencu  by  a  mark.  The  seliFdulc  to  be  made  Bod  returned  bj  Che 
teacher  shaU  be,  u  nour  ta  circumslauocs  will  permit,  iD  tho  loltowing  form,  vii : 

1  SeSoBl  kipt  by  A  S,  at  i»  Diilrict  A'o.  — ,  •"■  TomMkip  No. 


>9  of  acholani  alLrndinfc  i 
I'uship  ~  Dortb,  rangu  - 


John  Smith    -------- 

Isaac  Mcslier 

Barah  Dunforlh 

Mary  Sewiuan 

Grand  loUi  numbff  of  day 

And  said  teacher  shall  add  np  and  set  down  the  whole  number  of  days'  atlendaneo  of  each 
scholar,  and  add  up  said  whole  numbers,  and  make  out  the  grand  total  number  of  days'  attend- 
ance, 06  in  the  furni  above  prescribed,  and  shall  attach  thereto  his  certificate,  which  shall  be  io 
the  follo«-in«  form,  yi»: 

I  certify  that  the  forepiing  schedule  ot  scholars  attending  my  School,  aa  therein  named,  and 
residiDK  as  specified  in  said  schedule,  to  tbe  be!it  of  toy  knowledge  and  belief,  is  correct;  and 
that  it  was  a  fkihool  for  the  purpoae  of  teaching  larious  branches  of  an  English  education. 

A.  B.,  Tiadur. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  above  section  speciflcally  directs  that  the  presence  or  absence  of  erery 
■ebolar  shall  b«  marked  each  day,  and  that  tbe  same  shall  be  carefully  added  up  at  the  clone  of 
the  school,  and  the  grand  total  attendance  be  shown  upon  the  schedule  ;  but  it  does  not  require 
that  the  days  taught  shall  be  added  up  and  shown  upon  the  schedule,  nor  does  the  Form  of  the 
schedule  make  provision  liir  showing  how  many  dayi  the  School  haa  been  taught  While,  there- 
fore, it  must  be  admitted  that  the  language  of  section  34,  if  literally  construed  by  itself,  without 
any  reference  to  section  53,  would  clearly  demand  that  the  public  ^nds  must  ha  apportioned 
■ccordiog  to  the  days  taught,  {for  by  no  grammatical  or  logical  interpretation  can  "days  taught" 
be  made  to  mean  "  days'  attendance,")  the  form  of  the  schedule  in  section  53,  together  vrith  tbe 
•ceompanying  language,  it  is  thought,  clearly  shows  that  the  intention  of  the  law  is  to  diatributo 
upon  the  grand  total  days'  attendance,  and  not  upon  the  days  taught.  Such  was  the  inlerpreta- 
tioD  given  by  my  predecessors,  the  Honl.  David  L.  Qregg  and  S.  W.  Ediirard»--the  latter  of 
whom,  at  least,  it  muat  be  prssomed,  knew  what  the  intentioQ  of  the  law  was. 
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I,  lends  his  children  to  school  in  District  No.  3,  is  he 
Lie  upon  the  teacher's  schedule  after  the  public  moiiey 
„  i.  ...L--..  .i-<,-v..i :-!.... ..   ..,[,  deficiency? 


A.     District  No.  a 


District  No.  i,  in  which  the  School  is  kept,  pay  all 
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0  person  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  to  any  ofEco  in  this  State,  civil  or  military,  who  is  not  a 
en  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not  Lave  resided  in  this  State  one  jeor  next  before  the 


A.  Tlicy  can  not  bo.  The  School  Law  is  silent  upon  the  subject,  but  the  seventh  section  of  the 
sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  reads  as  follows : 

No 
citizen 
election  or  appointment. 

Q.  26.  Can  School  Directors  borrow  money  to  pay  teachers  in  part,  or  in  full,  and  then  lery  a 
tax  to  pay  the  borrowed  money  ! 

A.  They  cannot.  The  law  makes  no  provision  for  borrowing  money  to  pay  teachenL  Hm 
Directors  may  borrow  money  as  individuals,  but  not  as  Directors,  to  pay  teachers*  wages. 

Q.  27.  When  scholars  living  in  one  diHtrict  attend  school  in  another,  and  the  public  moofy 
drawn  by  the  teacher's  sclu.'dulos  fails  to  pay  it  up,  do  the  different  districts  from  which  the 
scholars  came  jointly  pay  the  balance,  by  special  tax  or  otherwise,  or  how  is  such  deficiency  to  be 
paid! 

A.    The  district  in  which  the  School  was  taught  must  pay  the  whole  of  such  deficiency. 

Q.  2b.  Is  the  School  Commissioner  entitled  to  two  per  cent,  upon  the  purchase  price  of  School 
Laud  sold,  when  the  moucy  is  not  actually  paid  in  aua  loaned  out  to  another  person  t 

A.  He  is  entitled  to  two  per  cent.,  whether  the  money  is  loaned  to  the  purchaser  of  the  land, 
or  actually  paid  in  and  loaucil  to  another  person. 

Q.  29.  Suppose  the  pureliaser  of  School  Land  pays  the  full  price  of  the  land  to  the  Commis- 
sioner in  cash :  should  toe  ComuiiMsioner  loon  the  money  out,  or  pay  it  to  the  Townsliip  Treasurer 
of  the  township  in  which  the  land  was  sold,  and  allow  him  to  loan  it? 

A.    The  money  should  be  paid  to  the  Township  Treasurer. 

Q.  30.     Who  pays  the  expenses  of  advertisuig  the  sale  of  School  Lands? 

A.    The  School  Commissioner  should  pay  such  expense  out  of  his  three  per  cent,  commissions. 

Q.  81.  Can  Trustees  odioum  tlioir  re^lar  meetings  from  day  to  dav,  or  to  a  future  day,  and 
transact  any  business  whicli  could  have  been  transacted  on  the  day  6t  the  regular  semi-aimuiJ 
meeting? 

A.  They  may  transact  any  business  at  an  adjourned  or  called  meeting  of  the  Board,  which  the 
law  does  not  specify  shall  be  done  at  the  regular  meeting.  The  altering  or  changing  of  School 
Districts  should  be  done  at  the  regular  semi-annual  meetings  of  the  Trustees,  and  can  be  done  at 
no  other  time. 

Q.  82.  Can  the  present  Board  of  Directors  employ  a  teacher  for  a  whole  year,  and  would  such 
a  contract  be  binding  on  their  successors  elocte^^  next  fall  ? 

A.  They  can  employ  a  teacher  for  a  year,  and  their  successors  in  office,  to  be  elected  next  fall, 
would  be  bound  to  fulfill  sucii  a  contract  in  good  faith. 

Q.  88.  If  Directors  receive  scholars  from  unor^n^nized  districts  in  adjoining  townships,  are 
such  scholars  entitled  to  draw  public  funds  from  the  township  iu  which  they  reside  t 

A.    They  are. 

Q.  84.  Is  the  money  to  be  set  apart  for  the  support  of  Summer  Schools,  as  provided  for  in 
section  8-i,  to  be  expended  in  paying  schedules  of  Schools  kept  the  past  sunmier,  or  the  siuumer 
to  come  ? 

A.    In  paying  for  Schools  to  be  kept  the  next  summer. 

Q.  85.  How  can  a  person  living  in  an  unorganized  district  send  his  children  to  school,  when 
the  Directors  of  adjoining  districts  refuse  to  receive  them,  when  the  person  referred  to  is  the  only 
resident  of  the  district,  and  hence  cannot  organize  1 

A.     He  cannot  send  them  at  all  if  the  Directors  of  adjoining  districts  refuse  to  receive  them. 

Q.  ZCk  Are  County  Collectors  bound  to  pay  over  to  Township  Treasurers  the  full  amount  of 
the  taxes  certiticd  by  the  County  Clerk  to  be  due  the  districts,  without  referenco  to  delinquent 
taxes  that  may  occur  ? 

A.    They  are  not.    Tlie  45th  section  of  the  oct  of  ISoT  says  : 

The  said  County  Clerk  shall  cause  each  person's  tax  so  computed  to  be  set  upon  the  tax  book, 
to  be  dcIiviTcd  to  the  colh'ctor  lor  that  year,  in  a  sonarate  coluuni,  against  each  tax  paver's  name 
or  ]>arcel  of  taxable  pn)poiiy,  as  it  appears  in  said  collector's  book,  to  be  collected  i'n  the  «ttM« 
manner,  and  at  the  name  ttmCf  and  by  the  game  jternous,  a«  State  and  county  taxes  are  collected. 

Under  the  Revenue  Law,  collectors  are  entitled  to  certain  abatements  for  delinquent  taxes;  and 
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since  School  taxes  ore  ''to  be  collected  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  State  and 
couDtj  taxes  are  collected/'  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  collectors  are  entitled  to  the  same  abate- 
ments for  delinquents  in  School  taxes  that  are  allowed  them  under  the  Reyenue  Law  for  collecting 
State  and  county  taxes. 

Q.  37.  Are  County  Clerks  entitled  to  fees  for  certificates  furnished  Township  Treasurers  of  the 
amount  of  taxes  due  the  districts  of  their  respectiye  townships  ? 

A.  They  are  not.  The  furnishing  of  such  certificates  comes  under  the  head  of  their  general 
public  duties,  for  which  they  receive  an  annual  salary  from  the  county. 

Q.  88.  Can  School  Directors  draw  all  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  a  Township  Treasurer  belong- 
ing to  their  respective  district;:},  and  place  the  some  in  the  hands  of  a  District  Treasurer  to  bo 
appointed  by  the  Directors. 

A.  They  cannot.  The  To^vn8hip  Treasurer  is  the  custodian  of  all  district,  as  well  as  State  and 
township  funds,  and  such  district  funds  must  be  left  in  his  hands  until  they  are  drawn  out  to  be 
applied  to  the  various  purposes  for  which  they  were  raised. 

Q.  80.  Where  scholars  attend  school  from  two  or  more  districts,  should  the  amount  due  tho 
teacher  be  apourtioncd  out  to  each  district  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  scholars  coming  from 
each  of  such  districts,  or  should  the  full  amount  be  set  down  by  the  Directors  ui>on  each  schedule  ? 

A.    The  full  amount  due  the  teacher  should  be  set  dowu  upon  each  schedule  by  the  Directors. 

Q.  40.  Say  District  A  has  two  Schools ;  one  is  kept  five  months,  and  the  other  four  months, 
during  the  School  year :  can  the  Directors  lap  the  two  together,  and  claim  to  have  had  a  six 
months*  School  ? 

A.    They  cannot.    Each  School  must  be  kept  up  six  months  to  entitle  it  to  draw  public  money. 

Q.  41.  School  Districts  Nos.  1,  2  and  8  have  had  three  months*  school.  Tlie  grand  total  days 
of  each  is  1,00().  The  amount  certified  on  schedules  by  Directors  of  No.  1  is  ^00;  No.  2  $60;  Nio. 
8  $50.  The  ui^iount  of  money  isubject  to  distribution  is  |l'JOO ;  distributive  share  of  each,  accord- 
ing to  the  total  number  of  days,  is  $G0  CO.  C<mseciuently  No.  1  is  not  ])aid  by  ^)iS  ^i ;  No.  2  is 
overpaid  $0  06 ;  No.  8  is  overpaid  ;^iO  66.  Is  the  above  mode  of  distribution  in  accordance  with 
section  84  of  the  School  Law  'i 

A.    It  is. 

Q.  42.  Scholars  from  an  unorganized  district  attended  school  in  an  organized  district ;  tho 
teacher  kept  a  separate  schedule  for  the  scholars  so  attending  from  the  unorganized  district,  which 
schedule  has  not  been  paid ;  the  unorganized  district  is  now  duly  organized,  such  organization 
having  taken  place  after  tlie  scholars  had  attended  as  above  in  the  organized  district.  The 
Directors  in  the  newly  organized  district,  and  where  the  scholars  reside,  propose  to  levy  a  tax  on 
their  own  district  to  pay  the  schedule  remaining  unpaid  as  above ;  can  tney  legally  levy  such  tax  ? 

A.  They  cannot.  Scholars  going  from  one  district  to  another  to  attend  school  are  only  bound 
to  take  with  them  the  public  money  which  they  may  draw  upon  the  schedule  to  be  kept  of  their 
attendance.  When  that  has  been  paid  to  the  district  to  which  they  go,  they  are  under  no  farther 
obligations  to  such  district. 

Q.  48.  School  officers  are  exempted  from  all  road  labor.  Suppose  the  County  Court  or  Board 
of  Supervisors  assess  A,  a  School  Director,  two  days'  labor  on  the  road,  and  ten  cents  on  the  one 
hundred  dollars  of  all  his  property  for  roau  purposes,  with  the  privilege  of  workini^  out  his  tax  at 
the  rate  of  seventy-five  cents  a  day :  is  he  bound  to  pay  the  tax  or  work  it  out,  or  does  the  School 
Law  exempt  him  from  all  road  taxes  or  labor  ? 

A.  He  must  pay  the  tax  or  work  it  out.  He  is  only  exempted  the  two  days'  labor  assessed  him 
in  connection  with  the  tax. 

Q.  44.  How  is  a  private  institution,  as  an  Academy  or  Seminary,  to  be  changed  into  a  High  or 
Union  Graded  School  under  the  present  law  ? 

A.  The  8r>th  section  of  the  act  of  1857  gives  two  methods  for  the  establishment  and  mainte- 
nance of  Union  Schools.  The  first  method  is  as  follows:  Let  the  Directors  of  all  the  districts 
proposing  to  unite  in  the  establishment  of  such  a  School,  meet,  and  set  apart  from  each  district 
such  scholars  as  they  wish  to  have  attend  such  a  School.  Having  done  this,  if  they  propose  to 
purchase  or  build  a  house,  they  should  proceed  to  levy  a  sufficient  tax  to  purchase  or  build  such  a 
house  as  a  majority  of  said  Directors  may  agree  to  purchase  or  build ;  levying  upon  each  district 
an  amount  equal  to  it<)  proportion  of  scholars  set  apart  as  above  to  attend  the  School.  If  the 
house  is  to  cost  over  one  thousand  dollars,  an  election  of  all  the  legal  voters  in  the  Union  School 
District  must  first  be  had  in  favor  of  building  the  house,  to  cost  a  certain  sum  to  bo  stated  upon 
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the  ballots  to  be  cost  tA  the  eleetioD— m,  for  instance,  "For  a  •e1iod4imi8e  to  eost  fkr%  thooaaDd 
dollars.''  It  will  be  seen  that  it  does  not  matter  whether  the  Directors  propose  to  purchase  a 
house  already  built,  (as  has  freqaentlj  been  done  in  the  State  during  the  past  year,  when  Acade- 
mies and  Seminaries  have  been  turned  into  High  or  Union  Graded  Schools,)  or  to  build  a  new 
one,  the  rote  will  be  the  same  in  cither  case.  The  School  thus  once  established,  the  law  says, 
''the  Directors  of  the  district  in  which  the  School  is  kept  shall  have  the  control  and  management 
of  such  School ;  and  the  Directors  of  each  of  Huch  districts  shall  pay  its  share  of  the  entire 
expenses,  of  every  kind,  incurred  in  the  establinhmeiit  and  support  of  such  School,  to  be  com- 
puted in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  residing  in  each  of  such  districts  comprising  soeh 
SchooL  Separate  schedules  of  scholars  coming  from  different  townships,  (not  districts,)  and 
attending  such  School,  must  be  kept,  and  presented  at  the  same  time  required  by  law  for  the 
return  of  other  schedules. 

The  second  method  of  establishing  and  maintaining  High  or  Union  Schools  is,  to  let  the  Diree- 
tors  of  all  the  districts  proposing  to  form  such  a  School  meet  and  elect  three  persons  to  be  styled 
'*  Directors  of  Union  School,  in  District  No.  — ,  in  Township  No.  — ".  Such  Directors,  when  eleeted, 
have  fall  power  to  lery  taxes  upon  property  of  the  Union  District  to  purchase  or  build  a  house  (if 
the  house  is  to  cost  over  one  thonssnddoUars,  it  must  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  as  aboT%) 
and  to  maintain  the  School.  Separate  schedules  must  be  kept  of  scholars  ooming  from  different 
townships,  as  in  the  first  method.  In  either  case  the  Directors  of  such  a  School  may  admit  schol- 
ars from  outside  the  Union  District,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  to  tuition,  attendanos^ 
etc.,  as  thoy  see  fit  to  establish.  It  will  bo  seen  that  the  difference  between  tho  two  methods  abors 
described  consists  in  the  fact  that  under  the  first  plan  the  School  is  established  and  supported  by 
the  joint  districts  forming  such  Union  District  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  scholars  attending 
School  from  each  of  such  districts;  and  that  the  School  is  under  the  care  of  the  Directors  of  the 
district  in  which  the  house  is  situated.  By  the  last  plan  the  School  is  established  and  maintained 
by  a  tax  upon  the  property  of  the  Union  District  without  reference  to  the  number  of  seholan 
ooming  from  any  of  the  districts  joining  to  make  up  tho  Union  District,  and  that  the  School  is 
under  tho  direction  of  Directors  representing  the  whole  Union  District. 

Q.  45.    Should  an  assistant  teacher  have  a  certificate  ? 

A.  If  a  teacher  has  charge  of  a  separate  department  in  a  School,  and  keeps  a  separate  sehedp 
nle,  he  should  have  a  certificate  of  qualification,  otherwise  not. 

Q.  40.  Districts  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  return  schedules  as  follows,  to  be  paid  out  of  State,  Conntj 
and  Township  Funds :  District  No.  1.  total  number  of  days'  attendance  one  hundred ;  District 
Ko.  2,  two  hundred  days'  attendance ;  District  No.  3,  three  hundred  days'  attendance.  Indebted- 
ness certified  on  each  schedule  is  forty  dollars.  Total  amount  in  the  treasury  to  be  apportioned 
npon  schedules,  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  Uow  much  is  each  sohedule  entitled  to  aceordp 
ing  to  law  ? 

A.  District  No.  1  is  entitled  to  twenty  dollars;  District  No.  2  is  entitled  to  forty  dollan; 
District  No.  3  to  sixty  dollars. 

Q.  47.  How  is  the  teacher  of  District  No.  1,  in  the  above  case,  to  get  the  twenty  dollars  stQl 
due  upon  his  schedule? 

A.  The  Directors  of  the  district  in  which  he  taught  must  pay  the  twenty  dollskrs  due  him  eat 
of  the  district  tax  levied  (or  which  should  have  been  levied)  lost  year  to  pay  all  deficiencies  das 
npon  teachers'  schedules. 

Q.  48.  What  is  to  bo  done  with  tho  twenty  dollars  surplus  which  schedule  No.  3,  in  the  above 
ease,  draws  over  and  above  enough  to  pay  off  its  teacher's  schedule?  Does  Ihat  money  go  back 
into  the  common  township  fund,  to  be  apportioned  ufion  schedules  unpaid  or  schedules  in  the 
future,  or  does  it  belong  exclusively  and  absolutely  to  District  No.  3?  and  if  the  latter,  for  what 
may  it  be  expended? 

A.  The  twenty  dollars  surplus  drawn  by  District  No.  3  belongs  exclusively  to  that  distrieW 
and  should  remain  in  the  township  treasury  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Directors  of  District  No.  3» 
and  may  be  expended  by  them  in  paying  any  deficiency  due  upon  back  schedules,  in  payiag 
teachers'  schedules  in  the  future,  in  defraying  any  necessary  Sohool  expenses,  tuoh  m  fbel,  etOiyOr 
in  j»urchasiDg  a  library  or  spparatns  for  the  SchooL 
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Q.  49.  What  oonstitates  'property*  under  seotion  39,  and  in  what  manner  are  Boards  of  Tms- 
ieesy  in  the  diTiaion  of  diBtriots,  to  acyost  the  same  in  a  just  and  equitable  manner  among  the 
MTeral  parts? 

A.  School  houses  and  School  house  sites,  and  all  other  School  property  belonging  to  a  district 
at  the  time  of  its  division,  is  held  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  as  used  in  seotion  39, 
and  as  such  must  be  divided  among  the  soTeroI  parts  of  the  district,  when  such  district  is  divided^ 
in  proportion  to  the  interest  of  each  of  such  parts  of  a  district  so  diridod  in  such  property  at  the 
time  of  its  division.  The  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  te  divide  such  property,  but  fails 
to  specify  the  manner  in  which  thoy  shall  make  the  division.  The  following  method  is  suggested 
to  the  Trustees  as  being  both  equitable  and  convenient:  Where  a  district  is  divided  which  is  the 
owner  of  any  kind  of  property,  let  the  Trustees  determine  by  estimate  what  portion  of  such 
property  is  justly  due  each  part  of  said  district,  the  taxable  property  in  each  of  9uch  parta  of  the 
district  being  taken  aa  the  baai«  of  ttwh  division  ;  then  let  the  Trustees  select  some  disinterested 
person  as  an  appraiser  of  such  property,  let  the  Directors  of  the  district  owning  the  property 
•elect  a  second  person,  and  they  two  a  third  person,  to  appraise  the  pretent  value  of  all  the  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  district  When  they  shall  have  set  a  value  upon  the  property,  the  Trustees 
ean  then  adjust  the  amounts  due  the  several  parts  of  the  district  as  above  indicated;  and  the 
Directors  of  the  district  can  proceed  to  levy  the  amount  due  the  part  or  parts  set  off  upon  the 
portion  of  the  district  in  which  the  house  is  situated.  If  the  Directors. shall  fail  or  refiise  to  do  so, 
the  Trustees  may  order  the  whole  property  sold  at  auction  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  then  divide 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  as  above  indicated. 

Q.  50.  Suppose  A,  living  in  District  No.  1,  contributes  fifty  dollars  toward  the  purchase  of  a 
lite  for  and  the  building  of  a  School  house,  and  then  before  its  completion  is  set  off  to  District  No. 
2 :  does  the  fifty  dollars  which  he  paid  go  back  to  him  as  an  individual,  or  does  it  go  to  the  district 
to  which  he  is  attached  ?  and  if  the  latter,  for  what  may  the  district  to  which  he  is  attached 
expend  such  money? 

A.  It  goes  to  the  district  to  which  he  is  attached,  and  may  be  expended  for  any  School  pur- 
pose. 

Q..  51.  Suppose  District  No.  1  is  composed  of  parts  of  two  townships,  A  and  B.  Township  A 
has  a  School  Fund  of  $2000.  Township  B  has  a  fund  of  $1000.  If  an  equal  number  of  scholars 
attend  the  School  from  the  respective  portions  of  the  district  lying  in  each  township,  those  attend- 
ing township  A  would  draw  double  the  amount  of  public  money  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Town- 
ship Fund  belonging  to  A  that  those  did  who  attended  from  township  B.  How  is  the  matter  to  be 
equalised?  In  levying  taxes  for  the  continuance  of  the  School,  should  the  rates  be  uniform,  or 
should  double  the  amount  be  levied  upon  that  portion  of  the  district  lying  in  township  B  to  make 
up  for  the  surplus  of  public  money  contributed  toward  the  support  of  the  School  by  the  portion  of 
the  district  lying  in  township  A? 

A.  The  rate  should  be  uniform.  A  School  District  is  the  smallest  division  of  territory  known 
to  the  law.  It  is  always  to  be  considered  a  unity  and  the  tmallett  unit  of  calculation  in  all  matters 
of  taxation. 

Q.  52.  Suppose  the  School  Directors  of  any  district  fail  or  refuse  to  post  notices,  as  required 
by  section  42  of  the  School  Law,  of  an  election  of  School  Directors,  and  the  people  meet  and  elect 
Directors,  is  such  an  election  valid  ? 

A.  If  conducted  according  to  law  in  all  respects  it  would  be  valirL  The  law  fixes  the  time  of 
holding  the  election,  and  the  requirement  of  notices  by  the  Directors  must  be  considered  only  m 
dirtetory, 

Q.  53.  Supposing  a  certain  township  is  situated  partly  in  two  different  counties,  and  that  the 
treasurer  of  the  township  receives  $400  from  the  Commissioner  of  one  county,  and  $200  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  other  county,  how  is  the  money  thus  received  to  be  apportioned  upon  sched- 
nles  ?  Should  the  funds  thus  received  be  merged  in  one  common  fhnd  and  apportioned  upon  the 
schedules  of  the  township  the  same  as  if  it  all  lay  in  the  same  county,  or  should  the  money  be 
kept  separately,  and  each  part  apportioned  upon  the  schedules  coming  from  the  portion  of  the 
township  to  which  the  respective  funds  belonged  ? 

A.    The  funds  should  be  merged  and  treated  as  a  common  fund. 

Q.  54.    How  many  hourf  a  day  is  a  teacher  required  by  law  to  teach  ? 

—39 
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A.  Thnt  If  BO  Mittiority  Mnfoirtd  upon  thif  departaMDi  to  detemSn*  tha  qmstton.  Tht 
Behool  Law  oonfen  upon  the  Sohool  Direotors  of  each  diftriot  the  power  to  make  raeh  ''nilei  and 
regulationi''  ai  they  deem  neoeesaiy  for  the  well-beiag  of  the  BohooL  The  power  to  fix  the 
nnmher  of  honn  per  day  a  School  shall  be  kept  open  is  therefore  conferred  npon  School  Direetoif 
uider  the  head  of  "mles  and  regulationi."  It  may,  however,  be  added  ai  a  matter  of  opin»% 
that  no  teacher  ihoold  be  required  to  teach  more  than  aix  honrt  a  day. 

Q.  55.  If  the  voters  of  a  School  District  agree  npon  a  site  and  vote  to  have  a  tax  raised  to 
erect  a  house  on  it,  and  authoriie  the  Directors  to  let  the  job  in  advance  of  ^e  collection  of  the 
tax,  and  the  Directors  build  the  house  (or  secure  its  building,)  and  the  district  is  divided  before 
the  tax  is  raised,  are  the  Trustees  to  divide  the  taxes  raised? 

A.  They  should  not.  The  Directors  of  the  old  district  have  the  control  of  such  funds  to  com- 
ply with  their  contract^  and  pay  for  the  building  of  the  house.  The  Trustees  should  then  divide 
the  property  among  the  new  districts. 

Q.  58.    How  is  an  election  of  School  Officers  to  be  contested? 

A.  By  getting  out  an  ii^unction  restraining  those  claiming  to  be  elected  firom  aeting.  The 
question  is  thus  brought  before  the  court  and  settled. 

Q.  57.  A  house  owned  by  a  church  organisation  is  used  as  a  School  house.  Have  the  Ptreetati 
•f  that  School  District  a  right  to  levy  a  £kx  for  the  repair  of  the  honse^  for  fenoing  the  ehnroh  le^ 
or  for  digging  a  well  on  the  premises? 

A.    They  have  not  nnlcM  they  rent  the  house  for  School  parpoeea. 


421 


LIST  OF  SCHOOL  OOMMISSIONEKS  IN  ILLINOIS. 


Name.  Post  Office.  County. 

Asa  W.  Blakesley  Qoincy ....Adams. 

Levi  L.  Lightner.. •••••••• Thebes.. .Alexander. 

Thomas  W.  Hynes Greenrille^ Bond. 

Wm.  H.  Wood.. Belvidere ....Boone. 

A.  A.  Glenn..... Mt  Sterlings Brown. 

Chas.  P.  Allen Prinooton Bnreau. 

Josiah  Woodward Hardin ...Calhoan. 

James  De  Wolf. Elkhom  Qrove CarrolL 

John  B.  Shaw Beardstown ...Caas. 

T.  R.  Leal Urbana .Champaign. 

Samuel  8.  Cisna. TaylonriUe Christian. 

Bilas  8.  Whitehead Marshall Clark. 

Jas.  W.  Hortonstino Tuscaloosa Clay. 

John  B.  Boper Carlyle Clinton. 

Gidoon  Edwards Charleston. Coles. 

Wm.  L.  Greenleaf Chicago Cook. 

Geo.  W.  Peck Robinson Crawford. 

Hiram  B.  Deolus Greenup.,... Cumberland. 

James  Harrington Sycamore.^ DeKalb* 

Lawrence  Weldon Clinton* DeWitt 

Charles  W.  Richmond. Naperville Da  Page. 

8.  P.  Read Paris Edgar. 

Cyrus  Rice Albion ...Edwards. 

J.  B.  Carpenter Ewington » Effingham. 

Salmon  Washbnm Ramsey ....Fayette. 

John  Ward Benton .Franklin. 

Wm.  H.  Haskel Canton Fulton. 

Josiah  E.  Jackson Now  Market. ....Gallatin. 

Joseph  Pierson CarroUton Greene. 

George  Fisher Morris Grundy. 

Lorenzo  Rathbone McLeansboro..... Hamilton. 

AsaN.  Hawley. Carthage Hancock. 

John  E.  Mott Elizabethtown Hardin. 

Jonathan  Simpson.......... Oquawka..« Henderson. 

Samuel  G.  Wright Galva Henry. 

Robert  Nelson Middleport ....Iroquois. 

Phillip  EimmoU DeSoto Jackson. 

Winston  Mayo» Newton Jasper. 

John  H.  Pace Mt  Vernon Jefferson. 

Henry  H.  Howard. Jerseyyille Jersey. 

Joseph  Adams Galena  », • Jo  DaTieis. 
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Name.  Post  Offioe.  Oounty. 

Wm.  H.  Galrer m ....Vienna... .....Johnson. 

Barid  Higgins.. Qoneva... Kane. 

Danial  S.  Parker.. Kankakee  Ciij^ Kankakee. 

John  K.  Le  Baron Oswego KendalL 

P.  H.  Sanford. Knozville Knox. 

Franoia  E.  Clark» Waukegan Lake. 

Welle  Wait Ottawa La  Salle. 

L.  Abematby LawrenceTille Lawrence. 

Jamos  A.  Hawley Dixon Lee. 

James  H.  Hagorty Pontiao LiTingston. 

David  D.  James , Lincoln Logan. 

Joseph  C.  Thompson Macomb MoDonough* 

AlTin  Brown Howard McHenry. 

Daniel  Wilkins... Bloomington McLean. 

William  S.  Crissey.^. Decatnr Macon. 

Lewis  Jndd CarlinTille Macoupin. 

John  WeaverMMMM...M.MMM..« MM..MMM..nmpghent...... • ..Madison. 

James  M.  namey....„..»..........................Salem • Marion. 

James  Miller.....M.MMM»..M.«M...~...............Wenona Marshall. 

Orlando  H.  Wright............. Havana.. Mason. 

Isaac  S.Armstrong ..Metropolis  City Massac 

J.  H.  Pillsberry Petersburg « Menard. 

Joseph  E.  Harroun Aledo Mercer. 

Matthias  T.  Horine Waterloo Monroe. 

John  W.  King Irving Montgomery* 

Newton  Bateman.... Jaoksonville Morgan. 

John  Y.  Hitt Sullivan Moultrie. 

Arnold  E.  Hurd ML  Morris Ogle. 

David  MoCuUoch Peoria ...Peoria. 

Zobedee  E.  Curloe Tamaroa Perry. 

Thomas  Mulligan MonticcUo   Piatt. 

Joseph  J.  Topliff. Pittsfield « Pike. 

Joseph  Glass Qoloonda Pope. 

John  W.  Bigby Caledonia PulaskL 

Charles  Cross Hennepin.... Putnam. 

Eli  Lofton Stcoleville.. Randolph. 

John  H.  Ounn Olnoy Kichland. 

Rufus  H.  Orinnoll Rock  Island... Rock  Island. 

George  Bunscn Belleville... St  Clair. 

Valentine  Rathbone Raleigh .Saline. 

Francis  Springer. Springfield Sangamon. 

William  Ellis Rushville Schuyler. 

William  Condit Winchester ScotL 

Samuel  W.  Moulton Shelbyville Shelby. 

Richard  C.  Dunn Toulon Stark. 

Henry  Freeman Freeport. Stephenson. 

Lemuel  Allen Pekin TaiewelL 

Samuel  F.  Hunsakcr Anna. Union. 

Pabnor Danville Vermilion. 

William  H.  Harmon Mt  Carmel Wabash. 

V.  G.  Harbaugh Monmouth Warren. 

William  Spnrgin ....Nashville... Washington. 
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Name.  Poft  Offloe.  County. 

Ethan  A.  Johnston.. Fairfield. •«.- Wayne. 

Richard  S.  Graham Garmi White. 

Michael  R.  Kelly Lyndon Whitedde. 

Beigamin  T.  Allen... Joliet...„..«»».... ^ Will. 

Joel  H.  SwindelL Marion.„ Williamion. 

Hiram  H.  Waldo.. ..Rockford ..Winnebago. 

J.  J.  Hanrey.. Panola Woodford. 


■r  * 


